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Pray 
to God for 
Our Nation!

Community Thanksgiving Dinner Held

Two Planning & Zoning Seats 
Open in Hilliard

Dawn S. West
The Westside Senior Center 

was decorated up with ‘all things 
Thanksgiving’ Saturday, as they hosted 
the Concerned Citizens of Hilliard 
Community Thanksgiving luncheon. It 
was so wonderful to see so many people, 
young and old, having conversations 
with each other all over the room. We 
were blessed to snap a picture of the 
two oldest seniors present, Ms. Alice 
Jones (97) and Mr. Sylvester Ross (98). 

The aroma from the kitchen was 
amazing as the ‘Citizens’ had cooked 
up a delicious meal for all to enjoy 
complete with dessert! Thank you to 
the Concerned Citizens of Hilliard for 
sponsoring this special community 
Thanksgiving feast each year!

Dawn S. West
The Hilliard Town Council met 

Thursday night for their final meeting 
of November. The first order of business 
was the approval of Resolution 2024-
20 which concerned adopting the 
Amended Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2023-2024. 

The next order of business 
was the council’s approval 
for the step-pay increase 
for town employee Phillip 
Bouchillon. 

The following item concerned two of 
the Planning & Zoning Board member 
seats that are up for appointment for 
a 3-year term starting January 2025. 

Resumes of all interested parties are 
to have their completed applications 
turned into Town Hall no later than 
Thursday, December 5. Applicants 

will be interviewed at the Thursday, 
December 12th workshop. The 

town council is responsible 
for appointing Planning & 
Zoning Board Members. 

The next item concerned 
the approval of the Town 

of Hilliard donation to the 
Nassau County Public Library 

System for Fiscal Year 2024-2025, to 
the Friends of the Hilliard Library in 
the amount of $8,000. 

See ‘Hilliard’ on page 2

Town of Hilliard 
Christmas Tree

Lighting
Saturday 
November 30

@ Dusk
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Proud member of the 

 2 snack-sized bags of cookies, such as   
    Teddy Grahams®

6 jumbo marshmallows

1 1/2 oz. chocolate candy bar, broken into 
    pieces, such as Hershey’s® chocolate

Open snack bags and add chocolate candy pieces. Roast three marshmallows over 
a campfire or grill according to desired degree of doneness; add marshmallows to bag. 
Allow the warmth of the marshmallows to melt the chocolate, mix cookie-marshmallow 
mixture around slightly, and serve immediately. 

In the Kitchen... S’Mores in a Bag

 A Word 
From the Publisher

I must say, Thanksgiving is by far 
my most favorite time of the year! 
I heard someone say on the radio, 
Thanksgiving is wonderful because 
you don’t have the pressure of bringing 
gifts! I guess I’ve never thought about it 
that way, but it certainly makes sense. I 
love the fall with all the colors of gold, 
brown and orange! And of course, I 
love pumpkins! They are so beautiful. 
I am down to two now, as my squirrels 
have decided they enjoy scratching 
them, making a hole and eating the 
inside! Those crazy squirrels are going 
to be the death of me! 

When talking with my parents on 
the phone, I told them as Thanksgiving 
draws near, I’m reminded of the trip 
I took to Arkansas with my children 
(shown to the right). We were going there 
to celebrate my grandparents’ (Daddy’s 
parents) 70th wedding anniversary in 
1997. The goal was to try to have the 
entire family at the celebration and 
everyone actually made it! My children 
and I flew out of Jacksonville on the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving, like 
the one million other travelers that day! 
Actually, it wasn’t too bad except Jenny 
was terrified to fly, as this was their first 
flight! It was a little hectic at the airport 
but all went well. We arrived and I 
guess Daddy picked us up at the airport. 

We, I think just our family, stayed at 
a little place on the lake. We went and 
purchased some of the Thanksgiving 

dinner items and ate at the lake. It was 
certainly a memorable Thanksgiving! 
My grandparents’ celebration was held 
that Saturday at their church. Dad had 
three siblings, and of those, they had 
five children. We had five children 
in our group and then mix in a few 
spouses and grandchildren, we had 
quite a crowd. It certainly made my 
grandparents happy and what an honor 
it was for us! Not sure how we all were 
able to make the trip (financially) but 
God provided. Everyone left on Sunday 
with lots of memories. It was a special 
trip!

Thanksgiving is a time to be 
thankful, of course. In one of the 
devotionals I enjoy each morning it 

Letters to the Editor S
Letters to the Editor may be emailed to news@westsidejournal.net but must include a complete 
name. Letters should be no longer than 300 words.

Thank You!
Dear Editor,

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to our wonderful community that has reached 
out to help us during this difficult time of losing our home in a fire. We’re so thankful that no 
one was hurt. We were overwhelmed with the donations that were collected on our behalf. Please 
continue to pray for us as we continue to rebuild our lives. Again, we appreciate your support, 
your continued patronage to our shop, Hilliard Donuts & Kolaches, and your kind words.

Thank you,
J.R. and Jan Sum

PNEUMAN 
HOMES, LLC
904-452-6032
Custom Homes 
and Additions

CBC 057302

Build Stronger
Build with Craftsmanship

Build with Integrity

State Certified for Nearly 25 Years
Proverbs 24:3

            35th Annual         Dayspring Village

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Dayspring Village is seeking volunteers to help share the gift of Christmas 

with the mentally ill residents. Often the holidays are the toughest time of 
the year for the mentally ill and each year the gift of the giver makes a life 
changing impact on the lives of these individuals.   

How to get Involved:
1. Contact Jenna D., Facility Manager at 904-874-5261 or email her at
   jenna@dayspringvillage.org.
2. You will be assigned a resident and their ‘wishes’.
3. Have your gift wrapped and back to the facility by December 20th.
4. Baking – If you like to bake we would love to have you sponsor the evening 
   snack for the residents!
5. Music – If you have a musical talent you would like to share we invite you to come 
and perform!

Dayspring Village is a state licensed limited mental health assisted living facility that is focused 
on serving the needs of adults with schizophrenia. If you would like to learn more or we can be 
of any assistance, please contact Douglas D. Adkins, Administrator at 904-583-0134-cell or doug@
dayspring.health – Please consider becoming a volunteer this Christmas season, the gift you make 
in the life of others will truly change lives around you. 

www.dayspringvillage.org AL #5766

God Bless and Merry Christmas! 
Call today! 904-874-5261

904-675-9295
HVAC System Maintenance, 

Repair & Replacement
Residential & Commercial       Licensed & Insured

In the following item, the council 
approved AECOM, payable for Project 
Name: Obstruction Removal North & 
South Runway at the Hilliard Airpark in 
the amount of $3,130.25. This is a part 
of a 100% grant funded project.

The final item concerned the 
approval of Mittauer & Associates, 
Inc., payable for Project Name: WWTP 
Permit Renewal in the amount of 
$1,520. 

In closing comments, Mayor John 

Beasley wished everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving and reminded everyone 
about the Hilliard Tree Lighting and 
Christmas Market that will be held 
Saturday, November 30. The Christmas 
Market will begin at noon with vendors, 
food trucks, parade of Christmas Trees 
and much more. The Hilliard Town 
Tree Lighting will be held at dusk with 
hot chocolate, caroling and pictures 
with Santa Claus and the Grinch! Make 
sure to bring your family and friends!  

Hilliard                               Continued from page 1

Join us for the

SPONSORED BY: TOWN OF CALLAHAN • SCHWEND INSURANCE • ANCHOR CHURCH OF GOD • CSX • FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH CALLAHAN • FIRST FEDERAL BANK
FLORIDA POWER AND LIGHT • VYSTAR CREDIT UNION • SOUTHEASTERN BANK • GRACE’S HOUSE • JOEL PACE PIANO • HAGAN ACE HARDWARE • MERIDIAN WASTE

PROCEEDS GO TO THE WEST NASSAU HISTORICAL SOCIETY, AN ALL-VOLUNTEER, NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION.

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 904-879-3406 OR VISIT WWW.WNHSFL.ORG
HOSTED BY THE WEST NASSAU HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PARADE 10:45 A.M. 
DOWNTOWN CALLAHAN

GRAND MARSHALS: LOVETT & NARINE RAULERSON
HONORARY GRAND MARSHALS: HUGH & SHIRLEY GRAHAM

OFFICIAL CRAFT FAIR 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. 
AT THE CALLAHAN PAVILION RAILBED

SANTA ARRIVES AT THE PAVILION AT 12:30 P.M.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH

shares the importance of 
being thankful. Life is tough 
and times are hard. It’s so 
easy to get inside of your 
head and think of all the bad. 
The reading shared to start 
each day with an ‘Attitude 
of Gratitude’ and things will 
go a lot smoother. When 
you just try to think of three 
things each morning that you 
are thankful for, it’s really 
hard to stop at three. 

God has been so good to me. Just 
when I think I am overloaded with 
thoughts and problems…it’s then that 
God places a 40-year-old mother, of 
four young children, in my path who is 
fighting the worse type of cancer there 
is, yet she continues to move forward 
with treatment through it all. I’m so 

thankful that she shared, that God 
has her and that’s what she’s leaning 
on. The promises of God. Now what 
problem did I have? It certainly puts 
things (me) in perspective. 

I have so much to be thankful for and 
as I look back in my life, I can see the 
many times God has carried me when I 
was done. Our God has promised He will 
never leave us or forsake us. His love is 
everlasting. I can’t count the times I’ve 
went from bad to worse, happy to sad, 
etc. Our God never changes. He is the 
same today and tomorrow. He is always 
waiting to hear from his children. I pray 
God’s blessings upon your lives now 
and through this Thanksgiving season. 
If you have not accepted Jesus Christ as 
your Savior, make today the day. That 
will certainly bring the ‘Thanks’ to your 
Thanksgiving! Be saved today!

Happy Thanksgiving!  
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Free Community 
Dinner 5 p.m.

Callahan Methodist 
Church

PAL 6 p.m.
Hilliard Library

Just My Opinion
Roger R. West

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

    

NAMI Support
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Fernandina 
Council on Aging

Christmas
Day

Historical Society
6:30 p.m. @ Depot

NAMI Support
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Fernandina 
Council on Aging

Gardening Club 
of Hilliard

11 a.m.
Bethany Episcopal Church

Torah Club
9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Callahan Methodist Church

Callahan 
Lions Club

7 p.m.

Westside 
Republicans

6 p.m.
Hilliard Comm. Center

NAMI Family 
Support

6:30 - 8 p.m.
Alachua Club, Fern. Bch.

NAMI Support
12-1:30 p.m.

Hilliard Journey Church 

Free Community 
Dinner 5 p.m.

Callahan Methodist 
Church

PAL 6 p.m.
Hilliard Library

             Torah Club
9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Callahan Methodist Church 

NARFE
Nat’l Active & Retired 

Federal Employees
11 a.m. The Pig 

NAMI Family 
Support

6:30 - 8 p.m.
Alachua Club, Fern. Bch.

6 721

13 1411 12

43

181716

27 2825 262423

30

20 21
Food Giveaway

@Callahan First Baptist
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Hilliard Town
Meeting

7 p.m. 

Food Giveaway
@Callahan First Baptist
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Hilliard Town
Meeting

7 p.m. 

19
Westside 
Optimists

7 p.m. Lions Club

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans 

7 p.m.  The Pig

Callahan Town
Meeting 7 p.m.

DECEMBER

WN Genealogical
Society

10:30 a.m. Lions Club

Country Star 
Quilt Guild

7 p.m. Anchor Church

Ch. 154 Order
of Eastern Star

7:30 pm @ Masonic Lodge

5

Torah Club
9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Callahan Methodist Church

Callahan 
Lions Club

7 p.m.

Torah Club
9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Callahan Methodist Church

8

22

9 10

29

Callahan 
Garden Club

10 a.m.

Free Community 
Dinner 5 p.m.

Callahan Methodist 
Church

Parents of 
Addicted Loved 

Ones (PAL)
6 p.m. Hilliard Library

NAMI Support
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Fernandina 
Council on Aging

American Legion 
& Auxiliary Post 401 

Hilliard  7 p.m.
Country Star Quilt Guild

Sit-N-Sew
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Callahan Masonic Lodge

31

Ch. 154 Order
of Eastern Star

7:30 pm @ Masonic Lodge

NC Beekeepers
Association

7 p.m.
Multipurpose Building

15

NAMI Support
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Fernandina 
Council on Aging

Country Star Quilt Guild
Sit-N-Sew
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Callahan Masonic Lodge

Town of Hilliard 
Golf Cart Parade

6 p.m.

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Callahan First Baptist Church 

45090 Green Ave. • Callahan
Thursday, December 5 • 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

904-713-9600
“Perfect Temperature Any Season”

CLEANER AIR...
INSIDE AND OUT

#CAC057369
ER13016159Learn more at www.tropicaire.net

Breathe easier while lowering 
your environmental impact 
with all-electric, all-climate 
heat pump systems from 
Mitsubishi Electric.

• Energy Efficient

• Great Maintenance Contracts

• 24-Hour Emergency Service

904-942-8106
542176 US Highway 1 • Unit B • Callahan, FL

 Hormone Replacement  
 Weight Loss 
 IV Therapy 

 Botox 

Now Offering
Direct Primary Care!

(DPC)

info@revitalizehealthandbody.com
www.RevitalizeHealthandBody.com

Kid’s Sports 

Physicals!

$60 PER CHILD
$10 Multi-child discounts available

Call 845-2733 
37516 Oxford Street • Hilliard

NOW 
REGISTERING 

FOR

BASKETBALL
THROUGH DEC. 13

BOYS & GIRLS
AGES 5-15REGISTER ONLINE!

Hallmark
our Hilliard

Christmas Market 
& Town Tree Lighting

Saturday, November 30
Town Hall Park • Noon - Dark

Vendor Booths • Food Trucks
Parade of Trees • Hot Cocoa

Annual Town Tree Lighting at Dark
Community Caroling

Letters to Santa Mailbox
Photos with Santa and the Grinch

We cordially invite you to join us in illuminating the 
Christmas tree in our town! Bring your loved ones 
along to relish the mesmerizing sights and sounds of 
the holiday season in Hilliard.

For more information, contact Town Hall at 904-845-3555.

10:45 a.m.

Remember the 
  Reason for the 
    Season

While strolling the internet I came 
across a News4Jax article titled, 
“Community in Crisis: Proclamation 
issued, vigil held in Nassau County for 
Transgender Day of Remembrance.” 
My first thought was, how disgusting 
for Nassau County, my second thought 
was the same as the first. Of course, 
all of this was occurring in the city of 
Fernandina Beach. The once quant 
beach town we all loved with the old 
putt-putt golf course and skating rink 
at Main Beach, the nostalgic Centre 
Street, the Marina Restaurant and many 
more down-home qualities. That was 
when A1A was a two-lane road and 
a draw bridge across the Intercoastal 
Waterway. 

As the years passed, the home 
town feeling diminished as more and 
more people moved in from the north. 
Nassau County’s secret haven had 
been discovered by corporate America, 
starting with Amelia Island Plantation 
and followed by Investment Firm after 
Investment Firm. The entire island 
has been transformed into a liberal 
sanctuary, except for the Island natives 
that are desperately trying to maintain 
as much of the history and life-style 
they once treasured. 

Last Tuesday, the Fernandina 
Beach City Commission issued a 
proclamation for “Transgender Day of 
Remembrance.” Nationally, the week 
of November 13-19 is “Transgender 
Awareness Week” with the week 

ending with “Transgender Day of 
Remembrance” on November 20th. 
Yes, we have an entire month to adorn 
Gay Pride and now we have a week set 
aside for Transgenders. Kudos to the 
mayor and vice mayor for refusing to 
read the memorandum! However, one 
of the commissioners proudly stood 
before the attendees and read it. 

The group, “Fernandina Beach 
Pride” sponsored the events of the 
week including the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance vigil at Central Park. The 
vigil supported by clergy and members 
of Memorial United Methodist Church 
honored eight transgender and gender-
nonbinary individuals whose lives were 
taken over the past eight years. All eight 
lived within an eight-hour drive from 
Fernandina Beach. I wonder how long 
it took them to find out that! Across 
the entire world there were 360 trans 
that were either killed or committed 
suicide. Trans make up less than 1% of 
the population, but they get a week set 
aside for their delusional lives they live 
in their make-believe world. 

We have weeks and months set aside 
for just about every cause and ethnicity 
except one. I still wait on a week 
dedicated to the white male, after all, 
it was the white males that forged this 
land we call America. Of course that 
would be racist. That sent me back to 
my first thought, disgusting. 

As always…that’s just my opinion!   

VETERANS ASSISTANCE - 904-548-4670
Disability • Healthcare Pension • Aid & Attendance 
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The General Letters
Pastor Benjie Loyd, River Road Baptist Church, Hilliard

In today’s article, we will overview the fourth group of New 
Testament writings. So far, we have covered the Gospels, 
Acts, and Paul’s Letters. The fourth group of writings in 
the New Testament are called the General Letters or the 
Catholic Letters. In understanding the grouping of these 
letters, Catholic is not referring to the Roman Catholic 
Church. The word Catholic means universal and these 
general letters are given to the universal church. The general 

letters begin with Hebrews and conclude the book of Jude. 
The name is a catchall phrase that refers to all of the New Testament letters that were 
not written by Paul.  Like the letters of Paul, these letters are not in chronological 
order, they are loosely arranged in order of length. Hebrews is the only letter in the 
New Testament that is anonymous. James and Jude were written by Jesus’ brothers 
and the letters of Peter and John were written by the two of Jesus’ apostles. Let’s 
now turn to our overview of the content of these letters.

• Hebrews: Hebrews is an anonymous letter that is considered a brief word of 
exhortation (13:22) that exhorts the early Christians to stay faithful to Christ. The 
message of the book of Hebrews is the supremacy of Christ over Judaism and all 
things. Hebrews reveals the superiority Christ’s person (1-4:13), the superiority of 
Christ’s priesthood (4:14-7), the superiority of Christ’s covenant (8-10), and the 
superiority of the life of faith (11-13). 

• James: The book of James is earliest book in the New Testament and was 
written by Jesus’ biological brother. There is not really discernable outline of 
the book. James is similar to the Old Testament book of Proverbs and has many 
connections with Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. The overall message of the book 
of James is the authentic of faith.  The most famous passage in the book is faith 
without works is dead (2:14-26). 

• The Letters of 1 and 2 Peter: The books of Peter were written by the Apostle 
Peter and his purpose for writing was to encourage all Christians to stay faithful to 
Christ in suffering. The two letters are companions. First Peter prepares the church 
to stay faithful against opposition from outside of the church. In 1 Peter, we are 
reminded that we are exiles and aliens in this world (1:1-2). Then Peter gives two 
responses to the suffering that exiles are to expect in a fallen world. We are to 
understand our lives in light of the Gospel (1:3-2:12) and we are to maintain vibrant 
witness to the culture (2:11-4:19). In Second Peter, the church is prepared for 
dealing with adversity on the inside of the church. Peter reminds his audience that 
we have everything we need in the Gospel (1:1-21), the church has real enemies 
(2-3:10), and we have real hope (3:11-18). 

• The Letters of John: The three books of John were written by John the Apostle. 
First John was written to expose false teaching and to assure Christians that they 
have eternal life (1 John 5:13). Throughout First John, three cycles of tests are 

given to assure believers of the reality of eternal life. The tests involve the head 
(what we know), the heart (what we love), and the hands test (what we do). The 
book begins with a prologue (1:1-4), the first cycle of tests cover (1:5-2:27), the 
second cycle spans (2:28-3:10), and the third cycle covers (4:7-5:21). Second John 
speaks of the relationship between truth and love and Third John speaks joy killers 
and joy producers in the church. 

• Jude: The book Jude was written by Jesus’ brother and prepares the church to 
deal with false teachers and false teaching. Jude shares many similarities with the 
book of 2 Peter. Jude passionately urges us to contend for the faith once and for all 
delivered to the saints (3-4). 

hristmas in theC ountryC
Sunday, December 8th

6 - 9 p.m.
Stroll through a Live Nativity 

and pet the animals. 
Play in the Snow, Ride 

the Christmas Express Train 
and walk through our 
Winter Wonderland 
complete with snow!

EphEsus Baptist ChurCh
48143 Ephesus Rd. • Hilliard • 845-3426

Live Nativity

Christmas Express Train

Christmas Cottages

Festive Foods

Hot Chocolate & Coffee 

Christmas Store

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Crane Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Land Clearing
• Demolition
• Landscaping

BEFORE

AFTER

Call today for a 
FREE ESTIMATE!

904-312-2352
Chandler Hogan

PRESTON REEVES
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONINGHEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Our Satisfied 

Customers are 

our Most Prized 

Possessions!

 Sales • Service • Repair
 Installation • Heat Pumps

 Electric • Furnace

845-3338
CELL - 591-5173

HILLIARD

845-3338
CELL - 591-5173

Prompt & Dependable Service on 
All Residential & Commercial Makes & Models

FREE ESTIMATES!

All Major Credit Cards Accepted     LIC-CMC056774

Nassau Art Show in January
The West Nassau Historical Society 

is excited to announce they have 
expanded their 13th annual Nassau Art 
at the Callahan Depot (NACD) 
art show and sale to three 
days: January 23-25, 2025. 
The show is FREE and 
open to the public; come 
and vote your favorite 
artwork. Awards and gifts 
will be given to the top 
winners in three categories: 
painting, photography and 3D art. 
Deadline for artists entries is noon, 
Friday, January 17, 2025. 

The Nassau Art show will be held 
inside the historic Callahan Train 
Depot, 45383 Dixie Avenue. 

• Opening reception and meet and 
greet the artists: Thursday, January 23, 
2025, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

• Kids' Award Presentation & 
evening ice cream reception: Friday, 
January 24, 2025, 2 – 7 p.m. 

• Adult division Award Ceremony: 
Saturday, January 25, 2025, 10 a.m. - 
1:30 p.m.

Visit the Society’s website: www.
wnhsfl.org for entry applications and 
art show information, or call 904-879-
3406, or message us on Facebook.

The NACD Art Show portion 
showcases art from adult artists residing 
within Nassau County, plus students 

attending a Nassau County 
middle or senior high school. 

The quaint 144-year-
old railroad station and 
museum is the ideal 
venue for local artists to 

display their works, while 
giving the public a chance to 

view the treasure trove of historic 
photos and artifacts inside the depot 
museum.

The art sale portion is open during all 
three days of the NACD show and for 
visitors to purchase beautifully-created 
art from the participating artists. Since 
a nominal portion of all purchases go to 
the host Historical Society, this art sale 
is the perfect opportunity for the public 
to support both our local artists and our 
history. 

The West Nassau Historical Society 
is a registered all-volunteer 501c3 
nonprofit dedicated to preserving and 
promoting Nassau County’s history 
and culture. We are an active member 
of Nassau County Arts and Culture, a 
county-wide organization dedicated to 
promoting the arts.
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A New Look At An Old Price
Interior/Exterior Custom Painting

Matthew D. Fisher, Owner

904-333-3262
www.mnlop.com

Professional Painting with a Personal Touch

Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm
Thursdays @ Noon
Sunday School @ 9:30 am
Sundays @ 10:30 am

Pastor Walter C. Cooper, Jr.

HE CHANGED MY MIND

MINISTRIES
904.507.9580

REJOICE
WITH US!

JOIN US AT
45035 NEW OGILVIE RD.

Behind Brandies Ace Hardware

CALLAHAN
HECHANGEDMYMINDMINISTRIES.ORG/HCMM

Pamela J. Soulé
attorney at law

Providing legal services including:
	 •		IRS	Taxpayer	Representation
	 •		Tax	Planning	&	Preparation
	 •		Estate	Planning
	 •		Probate
	 •		General	Practice

(904) 628-0635 Call	to	schedule	your	appointment!

Since 1996

Jacksonville
4812 San Juan Ave.

Callahan
542412 US Hwy. 1, Suite D

Email:	Pam@CountryTaxPrep.com

The Annual Enrollment 
Period is YOUR time to 

make Medicare choices.

Kathryn Zekas
Licensed Insurance Broker

904-362-0563
Making Medicare Easy

Let’s make the most of it!

Medicare Advantage  •  Medicare Supplements
Part D Prescription Drug Plans

Call to schedule your no-cost, 
no-obligation annual review.

12545 N. MAIN STREET
JACKSONVILLE • 757-1888

HOURS: 8:30 AM - 6 PM, CLOSED SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY
We accept Food Stamps
Visa, MC, Discover & AMEX

Check us out on
FACEBOOK

Expires  12-03-24                 WJ                     Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$595 
lb.

Cut the way you like!

USDA  Whole 
T-BONES

Expires  12-03-24         WJ        While Supplies Last, With this Coupon

OYSTERS!
$70
$40
$25

1/2 BUSHEL

PARTY BAG

50 LB. BUSHEL

$1095

1 lb. Can 

CLAW
CRAB MEAT

WE HAVE
PINTS

$499 
lb.

Lee’s Smoked

SLAB BACON
Sliced the way you like it!

WHOLE OR HALF

Expires  12-03-24                WJ                                 With this CouponExpires  12-03-24             WJ                         Limit 2 With this Coupon 

$795

Expires  12-03-24            WJ                          Limit 2 With this Coupon 
While Supplies Last

$1000

3 lb. Bag
Country Breaded 
SHRIMP

LEG  
QUARTERS

10 lb. Bag

10 lb. Bag
FRYER

DRUMSTICKS

$795
Expires  12-03-24               WJ                       Limit 2 With this Coupon

Expires  12-03-24                 WJ                                 With this Coupon

8 oz. Bag Breaded

POPCORN 
SHRIMP

$100
Expires  12-03-24          WJ                                        With this Coupon

$8995
Expires  12-03-24           WJ                                       With this Coupon 

10 lb. CASE
SNOW CRAB

LEGS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

HOUSTON’S 
MEATS

 Peeled, Deveined 
& Butterflied

SHRIMP

2 lb. Bag

$895

Happy Thanksgiving!

Expires  12-03-24       WJ                                          With this Coupon

2050 Vision Plan Meeting Held
Marci McCosh

I was very surprised to be one of 
only a handful of people to attend 
the November 19, 2025 Vision Plan 
Committee meeting. This is a very 
important plan that will shape the 
course for the county, its residents, and 
surrounding areas. I was shocked that 
before the consultants even presented 
to the Planning and Zoning Committee, 
who is acting as an Advisory Council, 
that the county made a recommendation 
of Scenario 3: The Big Picture, which is 
the largest and most densely developed 
plan of the three options. 

We have around 90,000 people 
living in Nassau County and have had 
less than 10% provide input on what we 
want for the future of Nassau County. 
Those that have replied identified 
priority areas as 1) Preserving Natural 
Resources, 2) Managing Growth, 3) 
Outdoor Spaces, 4) Safety, and 5) Arts/ 
Culture. The predominant concern in 
the surveys is consistently growth and 
yet, the staff recommendation is the 
EXACT OPPOSITE of what the public's 
stated desire, while they are wanting to 
maximize growth. 

Are hired staff dictating the county's 
future or the people in it? Growth at the 
"biggest" level will mean less natural 
and open spaces, risks for natural 
resources, and statistically speaking 
more people and lower income housing 
brings crime, not safety. During public 
comment, I reminded them that we 
cannot put toothpaste back in a tube and 
urged discretion. One member replied 
that he trusted county staff had done 
their homework. May I remind you of 
the many lawsuits currently against 
our county and local developers by 
homeowners fighting tooth and nail for 
protection? Has the county always done 
right by you? 

Staff were quick to point out that the 
Vision Plan is just a jumping off point 
and infrastructure and more specific 
plans come later. But the truth is this 
is the catalyst for those things. I have 
been told frequently when pushing 
back on zoning or land use, "it is in 

the Comp Plan so that is how it has to 
be." Some have boldly acknowledged 
the 2030 Comp Plan is not particularly 
well written, but we have continued to 
adhere to it as the gospel. This Plan is 
an opportunity to get it right at the front 
end and not have to try to work around 
and fix things at the back. True, it's a 
jumping off point, but a critical one, and 
the fact that the Planning Department 
tried to downplay is concerning. 

Once wheels are put into motion 
progress tends to go bigger not smaller. 
No developer has ever come and said, 
"I'd like to do fewer houses here," or 
"Let's downgrade this zoning." Instead, 
on the island we have a pulp mill who 
now wants an ethanol plant. In Callahan 
we had a small campground, water 
park, and high-end restaurant that will 
now become a 150-unit RV park with no 
amenities for the community. Crawford 
Diamond promised warehousing and 
light industrial, they now want heavy 
industrial and trains. Growth by its 
very definition goes larger, not smaller. 
This is the vision that future residents, 
commissioners, and staff will reflect 
on and say, "That's what the people 
wanted," but is it? Scenario 3 is most 
assuredly not what the people want 
because while it is big, it puts us at risk 
of bigger. We could settle for Scenario 
2, and then selectively go bigger where 
growth allows. We can allow them 
to select the biggest and then expect 
smaller; that is not how this works. 

How do staff justify recommending 
what the people do not want? Why have 
we paid consultants and analysts only to 
ignore the data? I have urged Planning 
and Zoning members as well as 
Commissioners to think long and hard 
before they cast a vote on our future. 

To participate in the Growth 
Scenario Survey Link, residents need to 
make sure and visit the website and do 
the survey: www.surveymonkey.com/r/
nassaugrowthscenarios.

To learn more about the Nassau 
Florida Vision Plan and ways to 
get involved, please visit: www.
nassaufl2050.com.
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New Beginnings and Milestones

Matthew and Rylie Turner, of Callahan, are 
proud to announce the birth of their son Tripp 
Farmer Turner. Tripp was born September 
9, 2024 at 1:58 p.m. at UF Health North in 
Jacksonville. He weighed 8 pounds 4 ounces 
and measured 21 inches. 

Paternal grandparents are Jeff and Tami 
Turner of Crossville, Tennessee.

Maternal grandparents are Adam and Jodie 
Pierce of Callahan.

Tripp was welcomed home by his big sister 
Annie! 

Annie Malynn Turner celebrated her first 
birthday August 8. She was born August 8, 
2023. She celebrated her special day with a 
party held in her honor with lots of family and 
friends joining in the fun! Her proud parents are 
Matthew and Rylie Turner of Callahan. 

Proud grandparents are Adam and Jodie 
Pierce of Callahan; and Jeff and Tammy Turner 
of Crossville, Tennessee. 

Wyatt and Erin Staunches, of St. Marys, 
Georgia, are proud to announce the birth of 
their son Benjamin Wade Farmer Staunches. 
Benjamin was born September 7, 2024 at 1:42 
a.m. at UF Health North in Jacksonville. He 
weighed 6 pounds 12 ounces and measured 20 
½ inches. 

Paternal grandparents are Chris and Hope 
Staunches of Queensbury, New York.

Maternal grandparents are Adam and Jodie 
Pierce of Callahan. 

Proud great-grandparents are Linda 
Robertson; Phil Pierce; and Zana Furnia. 

Tripp Farmer Turner Happy 1 st Birthday 
Annie Malynn Turner

Benjamin Wade Farmer Staunches

 Opening Thanksgiving Day!
Thursday, November 28th at 4 p.m.

NE FL Fairgrounds
543378 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan

Saturday & Sunday  10 a.m. - 9 p.m.     Monday - Friday  12 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
Griffin Fresh Cut Christmas Trees

For more information, call 904-838-2699 Like us on 
Facebook

Christmas
Trees

from Newland, North Carolina
Home of the 2018 White House Christmas Tree

Shop local for your family's tree
FRESH CUT FRASER FIR

5 - 20 ft. Fresh 
Fraser Firs

FREE Local Delivery!

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL

904-314-2544
chendry@hendryelectrical.netEC13008465

Casey Hendry
President

 Fill Dirt

 Hard pan

 Sand

We dig ponds 
FREe for 

dirt!

Land 

clearing

904-416-6082

Callahan Christmas
The Town of Callahan is asking for all business owners 

to decorate your business during the Christmas holidays. 
Have fun and be creative! We hope to light up our Town for all to see 

and feel the joy of Christmas all through our streets! 

West Nassau High School’s Parm 
Signs with Webber

Recently, West Nassau High School 
senior Avery Parm signed her letter of 
intent to play soccer at Webber University. 
Avery is super excited about the 
opportunity to first of all continue playing 
soccer, and second about continuing her 
education. Currently, Avery plays soccer, 
softball, and competes in cross country 
and weightlifting. You might think she 
is an over achiever! Shortly following 
graduation, she will move to Webber in 
June, as soccer conditioning begins soon 
after! “I met Avery while coaching soccer 
at Callahan Middle School when she played in 6th grade. That was the first time 
she ever kicked a soccer ball,” said WNHS Soccer Coach Shannon Hartley. “Today 
she is signing a letter of intent to play soccer in college. I’m so proud of her. She’s 
also a great student!”

Avery plans to work towards a career in Pediatric Nursing or even Trauma 
Pediatrics. Her proud parents are Joey and Jessie Parm of Hilliard and she has a 
younger brother Jacob! Good luck, Avery! 
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Like us on Facebook! www.aabottledgas.com

757-1924
12601 N. MAIN ST. • JACKSONVILLE 

879-2400
450044 SR 200 • CALLAHAN

Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

25% OFF Retail on All Gas Logs!

$300 OFF
20 lb. Propane Cylinder

and Up
With this coupon. Expires 12/31/24

Wishing You and 
Your Family a 

Blessed Thanksgiving 
from your friends at AA Bottled Gas Company!

Pool Supplies • Cleaners • Pumps • Filters & More!
WE HAVE LIQUID CHLORINE!

542220 US Hwy. 1 • Callahan • 904-879-3995
Next to Southeastern Bank

Tuesday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Wednesday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Closed Sunday & Monday
Hours are Subject to Change Due to Holidays

Fall/Winter Hours

FREE WATER TESTING!

NCCOA and RYAM Raise Funds to 
Support Local Senior Programs

Surrency Receives Donation 
to Continue His Mission

Nassau County Council on Aging 
(NCCOA) is proud to have recently 
partnered with Rayonier Advanced 
Materials (RYAM) to raise essential 
funds supporting programs and services 
for Nassau County seniors. A local 
manufacturer with an 85-year history in 
our community, RYAM has been a long-
time partner, providing meaningful 
support to NCCOA and its mission to 
enhance the lives of local older adults 
and their families.

As part of this commitment, RYAM’s 
18th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
raised a record-breaking $100,000, 
a portion of which is dedicated to 
NCCOA’s senior-focused programs. 
RYAM representatives visited 
NCCOA’s Janice Ancrum Senior Life 
Center in Fernandina Beach, November 
12, to present a generous contribution. 
The funds will go toward vital services 
such as meal programs, transportation 
and wellness initiatives, which play 
a critical role in supporting seniors’ 
independence and quality of life across 
the county. “We are incredibly grateful 
for RYAM’s unwavering partnership 
and their dedication to our mission,” 
said Janice Ancrum, President & 
CEO, NCCOA. “This contribution 
strengthens our ability to provide 
essential services that enhance the 
quality of life for seniors in Nassau 
County. We look forward to continuing 
our collaboration with RYAM to benefit 
our community.”

“For 85 years, RYAM has been 
committed to supporting the people and 
organizations that make our community 

stronger,” said Mark Homans, Senior 
Director, Project Management, RYAM. 
“We’re proud of how this event has 
grown over the years and excited to 
build on our relationships with partners 
such as NCCOA who are making a real 
difference in the community.”

This year marked NCCOA’s first 
participation in RYAM’s charity 
golf tournament, a longstanding 
community tradition that has supported 
local nonprofits for 18 years. Other 
beneficiaries from this year’s 
tournament include United Way of 
Northeast Florida, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Northeast Florida, Elm 
Street Sportsman Association and 
The Barnabas Center, all of which 
play a vital role in supporting Nassau 
County. "The tournament provided 
an opportunity to strengthen essential 
partnerships that will have a lasting 
impact in Fernandina Beach,” said Jeff 
Scott, Engineering Manager, RYAM, 
and long-time tournament organizer. 
“We’ve built great momentum through 
this event, and I’m excited about the 
deeper connections we’re fostering 
within the community—both on and off 
the golf course.”

Dawn S. West
Luke Surrency 

is a senior at West 
Nassau High 
School that has 
been very active in 
helping others…the 
homeless. “This is 
always something I 
have wanted to do, 
so I have worked hard to try to plan 
what I want to take and how to make 
it work smoothly,” said Luke. “I have 
partnered with the Be the Change 
Organization and learned a lot. Mr. Joel 
Pace has greatly helped me.”

Luke has a full schedule of classes, 
including college courses, is a member 
of the Honor Society and Key Club 
and probably more. He also fits in 
cross country running with WNHS, 
which is over now but soon track will 
began and he plans to continue with 
that sport! In his spare time, he has 
worked to try to take peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches, chips and a drink 
to downtown Jacksonville to serve 
the homeless. His friends in the Key 
Club that recently joined him to make 
about 175 PB&J sandwiches. He and 
a few friends go down on a Saturday, 
team with the Be the Change group 
and hand out sandwiches. “It’s just 
amazing to me what a sandwich means 
to many people,” added Luke. “I’m 
truly humbled by the people as they are 
thoughtful and kind.”

Most times they are near the Clara 
White Mission and also move to the 
Sulzbacher Center to distribute food 
and some clothes. The Pace group 

usually provides a 
few clothing items 
for the people to 
choose from and we 
have sandwiches, 
chips, water and 
sometimes a cookie 
or treat. “I am 
thankful for my 
church, Bryceville 

First Baptist Church, that has also 
helped. The ladies provide hygiene bags 
for people for each trip,” said Luke. 
“The Storehouse (Callahan FBC) also 
provides us a place to make sandwiches, 
if we need to and also provides some 
oranges or apples if they have them. Be 
the Change donates chips and snacks. 
It’s great teamwork!” 

Last Tuesday, Luke was honored 
to receive a $750 grant donation to 
continue his mission, from the Kiwanis 
State Fund. The Westside (Jacksonville) 
Kiwanis Club was the sponsor, who 
assisted WNHS with writing the 
grant. Mr. Bert Wasmund and David 
Christian, representing the Westside 
Kiwanis Club, presented Luke with the 
donation. “We are so happy to present 
you with this check,” said Wasmund. 
“It’s always great to help students 
continue their missions in helping 
others.”

Following graduation, Luke plans 
to continue his education at Florida 
State University to work on achieving 
his Mechanical Engineering plan. His 
proud parents are William and Teresa 
Surrency of Bryceville. Congratulations 
Luke and good luck in your future 
endeavors! 
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Classified Deadline is 
Tuesdays at noon. 

Call 879-4180 
or email 

news@westsidejournal.net 

I BUY OLD, NEGLECTED and/or Broken 
FIREARMS. Call 904-838-6136. 112824

WANTED TO BUY

HUGE ESTATE SALE Thanksgiving Weekend, 
Friday, November 29 – Sunday, December 1, 8 a.m. – 
5 p.m., Quail Road, Callahan. Follow the Pink Signs! 
Lots of tools, guns, ammo, fishing gear, housewares 
& clothes. Also, F150, car hauler, covered trailer, Jon 
boat and did we mention tools? 112824

LEVELED UP TRACTOR SERVICE, Hilliard. Tractor 
work, bushhogging, dirt work. Licensed & Insured. 
Call 904-626-6380. tfn 

GRIFFEN BOYZ LAWN SERVICE, Small Yards 
- $65! We aim to please! Residential/Commercial; 
Licensed & Insured. Call David, 904-570-5284, for 
free estimate! tfn

PAINTING! A New Look At An Old Price. Interior/
Exterior  Custom, Professional Painting and more. 
Fully Insured. Call 904-333-3262, www.mnlop.com.   

C & C LAND PROS offer extreme bush hogging 
along with installing culverts and driveways. Licensed 
and Insured. Call (904) 518-0349. tfn 

AFFORDABLE TREE SERVICE, trimming/removal, 
licensed and insured, difficult removal specialist. 
FREE estimates! Call 904-349-0869. 112724

DUMPSTER SERVICE, EXCAVATION, demolition, 
driveways, trenching, footers, grave prep, 
construction removal, junk car removal & more! 
Insured. FREE estimates! Call 904-507-9580 or 
904-616-8056. COWS & FAITH EXCAVATION 
SERVICES. 112824   

CC AND SON SOLUTIONS LLC is here for your 
commercial and residential PRESSURE WASHING! 
For a quote or an appointment call 1-864-441-2167 
or 904-263-0594, ccandsonsolutionsllc@gmail.com. 

CP CUSTOM LASER ENGRAVING. 
Call 904-838-8009 and 904-463-
5897. 121924

SOUTHEAST SOFTWASH 
PRESSURE WASHING! FREE 
Estimates! Residential & Commercial. 
Homes, roofs, concrete & more. Call 
Carter, 904-891-7047. tfn

LADSON CONCRETE: Driveways, 
patios, sidewalks, slabs, extensions 
& more. FREE estimates! Call Gage 
at 904-631-5038. tfn

It is illegal to discriminate against any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin in the sale, rental, financing, appraisal of housing or in the provision of real estate brokerage services. If you 
believe you have been discriminated against or would like further information about your rights or obligations under the Fair Housing Act call Jacksonville Area Legal Aid at 904-356-8371.

SERVICES
GIBBY’S LAWN CARE! Licensed & Insured. FREE 
Estimates! Quality work in Nassau and surrounding 
areas. Residential and commercial. Call 904-622-
6392. tfn 

SCREEN and ALUMINUM SERVICES: includes 
screen repairs on pool enclosures, screen porches, 
replace damaged doors and hardware on enclosures. 
New enclosure installation available also. Full service 
Aluminum company, 1-850-933-0582.112824

NFLS - NORTH FLORIDA LAWN SERVICES! Lawn 
maintenance, landscaping, irrigation repair, tree 
trimming. Licensed & Insured! FREE estimates! Call 
1-904-576-5380. tfn 

FOURAKER MECHANICAL HEATING & AC. 
Installation and service of all brands! Locally owned 
& operated. FREE estimates! Call 945-5404. tfn 

DRYWALL WORK BY SAM! Prefer small jobs or 
repairs. Call 904-674-4492. 112824 

PRESSURE WASHING - Senior Discount! Call or 
text, 904-588-6360. 112824 

EQUINE BURIAL, northeast Florida & southeast 
Georgia. Call 912-390-0857. tfn 

C & C SAW & MOWER: We fix lawnmowers, tractors, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, outboard motors and more! 
Call Chuck at 904-507-9263. tfn 

ROBERSON PRESSURE WASHING! Homes & 
sidewalks, Driveways and more! Special Discounts 
for senior citizens, first responders & military. 
Licensed & Insured! Call 904-626-3488. tfn  

AIR POWER HEATING & AIR: Installation and 
Service. Serving Nassau County. Mention this ad to 
receive 10% OFF. Call (904) 314-8892. CAC1815504 

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Deadline is Tuesdays at Noon
879-4180  •  news@westsidejournal.net

WANTED LANDSCAPE LABORERS, no experience 
or license needed. Call Danny at 904-251-4963. tfn

FULLTIME ELECTRICAL FOREMAN & HELPER 
needed with options of 4-10 hour days. 401k 
and insurance options. Starting pay depending 
on experience. Email resume to: chendry@
hendryelectrical.net or call 904-314-2544 for more 
information. tfn

HELP WANTED! BROCK LANDSCAPE & 
IRRIGATION is looking for a Lawn Spray Tech & 
Irrigation Tech. We are an Industrial and Commercial 
only Landscape Company who specializes only in 
large corporate and government properties. We offer 
top pay in the industry for hardworking individuals. 
Our office is located in Hilliard. Pay depending on 
experience. Holidays and a paid vacation offered. 
Email resume to: cbrocklandscape@windstream.net 
or call 904-507-3299. EOE tfn

EMPLOYMENT

SERVICES CONT.

FOR SALE
SHIPPING CONTAINERS FOR SALE! Please 
contact Tina Barnes at 904-714-4310 ext. 1. tfn

PLANTS! Stawberry and Vidalia Onion plants and 
other vegetable plants; Greens, citrus fruit, tomatoes, 
plums, jellies & jams. All season firewood. JERRY’S 
OPEN AIR MARKET, open every day, 904-715-
0060. 112724        

BELLA’S CUSTOM TRAILERS: Cargo Trailers, 
Toy Hauler, Mobile Grooming, 
Concession, Enclosed Lawn Trailer 
and more! Call 904-667-7006 or 
email: info@bellascustometrailers.
com. 112824

HANDYMAN
E-Z REPAIRS! Home repairs: Full remodels, decks, 
plumbing, roofing, flooring, siding, interior/exterior 
painting, etc. 25 years experience. FREE estimates! 
Call  Tom at (904) 586-5078. 112824

NABERS HOME REPAIR, LLC. Painting, pressure 
washing, flooring, decking, repairs, yard clean-up 
& removal. Reliable and affordable. Call 904-200-
4433. 112824 

HILLIARD, 3BR/2BA BRICK HOME, no pets, 
$1,800/month; $1,800/deposit. Call 904-813-3154.

FOR RENT

YARD SALES

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES

904-254-2768
DRYWALL & STUCCO 

REPAIR, PAINTING 
& MORE!

NORTHEAST FLORIDA 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

MITCHELL TANNER

SUPERIOR 
STUMP GRINDING

EXCAVATOR SERVICES

904-699-8957

• Skid Steer/Dirt Work
• Excavation/Drainage
• Driveway/Culverts
• Property Line Clearing
• Pond Embankment Cleaning

• Tree Removal/Trim
• Grapple Truck Service
• Demolition
• Dump Trailer Service
• Reclaim Overgrown Property

Licensed & Insured Locally Owned & Operated

NORTH FLORIDA 
BRUSH CONTROL, LLC
Forestry Mulching • Bush Hogging

Site Prep • Property Access 
Driveways and More! 

BILL DAVIS, Owner/Operator

904-626-0254 
Licensed & Insured • Locally Owned & Operated

www.northfloridabc.com

MOBILE CERTIFIED
RV TECHNICIAN

904-813-3622
BILLY MOSES

904-525-2801
SERVICING ALL TYPES OF MOWERS, EDGERS,

TRIMMERS, BLOWERS AND GENERATORS
Pick-Up & Delivery Available

Don’s small EnginEs
Small Engine Tune-Up & Repair
Lawn Mowers
Weed Eaters
& More
904-859-3991
donssmallengines5@gmail.com            Veteran Owned

• Dumpster Rental
• Junk Removal
• Driveway Safe

Delivery of:
• Rock
• Gravel
• Dirt
• Mulch
Commercial/Residential

904-408-3435
DuvalDumpsterRentals.com

Bush Hogging • Acreage Mowing • Grapple Work
Storm Debris Clean-up • Tilling • Box Blade Leveling

Licensed                                                                  Insured904-699-0210

MANN’S LIGHT TRACTOR SERVICES

1 ACRE WITH HOME, see the property at Seal Lane 
(571557 Lessie Road) Hilliard, asking $150,000, 
904-927-1394. 112824

TOPAZ OAKS STORAGE, located at 45160 Ewing 
Park Road, Callahan, FL 32011, hereby gives 
notice of a Public Disposition of storage contents 
on December 6, 2024 at 10 a.m. in accordance 
with the Florida Self Storage Facility Act Statutes 
(Section 83.801-830809). Seller reserves the right 
to withdraw property from disposition at any time. 
Property includes contents of the spaces of the 
following tenant: Valerie Peters – Storage Unit 31. 
120524

LAND/HOMES 
FOR SALE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
DISPOSITION

1988 ANTIQUE JAGUAR XJS, V12, low mileage 
82,350, good condition, needs cosmetic update, 
$11,000, OBO. Call Bruce 904-468-0874 or 904-225-
0231. 112824

AUTOS

See photos at
www.millscreekservices.com

904-414-5129• Land Clearing
• Site Work
• Final Grade
• Gravel Driveways
• Concrete Driveways Insured

33 EAST MACCLENNY AVE. • MACCLENNY

259-6070

9
0
4

Residential 
Commercial 
Auto Glass 

Shower  
        Enclosures  

Mack R. Peebles III - Owner

BUCK THAT STUMP
STUMP GRINDING 

& PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

904-803-3165
• STUMP GRINDING •

• TREE SERVICE • FENCING •
LICENSED & INSURED

CALLAHAN 
450082 SR 200                 

YULEE 
463363 SR 200

AMELIA ISLAND 
1020 S. 14th St.

Nassau County’s ONLY 
24 HR LAUNDROMATS
INTRODUCE THE ALL NEW

Now you can drop-off 
and pick-up your 

WASH & FOLD 
OR DRY CLEANING 

on your schedule... 24/7
Our doors are always open

904-277-2311 
www.24hourlaundryzone.com

DIRT DOBBERS, LLC

FILL DIRT
GRADING

LOCALLY OWNED            LICENSED & INSURED

904-855-6534      904-307-5815

HAULING 
DEMO 

POND/LAKE BANKS
LAND CLEARING

SUMMER DIRT SPECIAL - Best Price of the Year!
 Special Discount on 10+ Loads! 
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Dirt Work
Excavator Work
Extreme Bush Hogging & Mulching

904-518-0349

C&C LAND PROS
WWW.CANDCLANDPROS.COM

Licensed & Insured

TBD
Triple B Dirt, LLC
TBD

Hard Pan
Septic Sand
Fill Dirt
Top Soil
Forestry 
Mulching

904-254-6113
Serving Northeast Florida

Best Price

Guaranteed!

Quick Delivery of:

Locally Owned 
& Operated

Your LOCAL Plumber for Over 35 Years
BERT

NORMAN'S
PLUMBING, INC.

24 HOUR 
Plumbing 
Service

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

STRAIGHT FORWARD PRICING

904-225-5888
www.NormansPlumbing.com

$15 OFF
ANY SERVICE

With this Coupon

Call Today to 
Speak to a 
Company 

Representative, 
Not an Answering Service

CFC1427061 • CUC1224633

BERT NORMAN'S PLUMBING

SERVING CALLAHAN, YULEE, 
FERNANDINA & NORTH JACKSONVILLE

NORTH FLORIDA SEAMLESS

  GUTTERS
 WHEN QUALITY COUNTS!

CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE! 904.707.1475
Commercial & Residential  •  OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE  •  Licensed & Insured

100% 
Quality 

Guarantee

Freddie Cantrell
Owner

  Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
                               For His mercy endures forever.
                                                                                                                                     Psalm 118:1

FRANKLIN 
Mini Storage

           Tillman Roofing 
Shingles • Metal • Flat

Roof Repairs & Roof Maintenance 

904-845-8280
FAX 904-527-1463 • www.tillmanroofing.com
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

CCC1327969/CGC1512791

Focus on a West Side TSIC Mentor 
Why do I mentor with Take Stock 

in Children of Nassau County? Linda 
Copeland, longtime mentor and 
supporter of TSIC Nassau, was recently 
asked the question, “Why do you 
mentor students?” 

“I remember 
watching my own 
mother struggle to put 
herself through college 
when I was a teen and 
then be the guiding 
influence for me to do 
the same as a young 
person. I saw firsthand 
the impact that striving 
for an educational goal 
made for me personally. 
I have always found 
joy and fulfillment in 
knowing that some 
small part I might play 
in a young person’s life could positively 
impact them, perhaps for a lifetime in 
unimaginable ways,” said Linda. “It’s 
true what is said about our youth being 
our future. If I can help to make that 
happen by being a mentor to a young 
person who might otherwise not have 
the chance, I had to live their best 
possible life, that’s where I choose to 
spend my time. It helps me to become 
a better me by helping a teen reach 
their highest potential. Who knows 
where the benefit ends as that one-on-
one experience expands into their lives, 
families, community and beyond!”

Take Stock in Children Nassau is a 
nonprofit mentoring, college success, 
and college scholarship organization 
dedicated to transforming Nassau 
County, one student at a time. The TSIC 

mission is to break the cycle of poverty 
for low-income, underrepresented, 
academically qualified students, by 
providing opportunities for degree 
attainment through postsecondary 

education. We 
provide wraparound 
services to students 
through an innovative 
multi-year model 
from middle school 
through postsecondary 
completion.

Students must 
apply for the program 
with their guidance 
counselors at their 
school. A mentor, must 
also apply with the 
program. Mentors are 
asked to meet with their 
students once a week 

for 30 minutes at school, whenever 
the time works for you. You are asked 
to meet weekly but it’s okay to miss 
occasionally. Mentors are desperately 
needed for west side students at West 
Nassau High School and Hilliard 
Middle-Senior High School. Mentors 
do not have to do homework or tutor 
you are simply a friend to talk to! 
It’s quite rewarding. It doesn’t cost 
anything except your time and it can’t 
hurt to check into the program. 

If you are interested in changing a 
life, like Linda, reach out to us at Take 
Stock in Children! For more information 
about the mentoring program, call TSIC 
at 904-432-8584; or visit the website 
at: www.tsic.org; or email: program-
manager@tsicnassau.org.

DIG RIGS ATV 
SERVICE & REPAIR
9 0 4 - 4 3 7 - 8 9 5 8

ATVREPAIRS@BIKERIDER.COM

LIFTS & PORTALS • AXLES • REPAIRS
MAINTENANCE • TUNE-UPS • UPGRADES

TIRES & BRAKES • CUSTOMIZATIONS

904.613.1898

The SmartChoice© 
Eradicator

It has proven itself to be 
VERY EFFECTIVE in REMOVING 
SULFUR and IRON from your water.

Call Steve McDonald

We can bring the 
Water Wagon 

to your home to 
get you the 

Quality Water your 
family deserves!

Nothing else is made like 
or works like the

It even removes iron!

Got Stinky Water?

The Water Boys

Give us a 
call today to 
find out what 
the Eradicator 
can do for you.

Check out our website at
www.waterboysmacclennyfl.com
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OBITUARIES
Helen Joyce Bennett 

Helen Joyce Bennett, 88, 
of the River Road Community, 
passed away peacefully 
November 10, 2024, at home. 
She was born November 7, 

1936, in Tangipahoa Parish, Hammond, 
Louisiana, to Joe Henry Jordan and 
Maybelle Bignor.

Helen enjoyed her career in healthcare 
as a Licensed Nurse working at Baptist 
Medical Center and moving into a 
Professional Office practice with Dr’s. 
Mackinzie Manson and Jack Barr MD’s for 
nearly 20 years of service. In addition to 
her career, she was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. 
Helen’s kindness and nurturing spirit 
impacted all that knew her. She was active 
in the Eastern Star and the River Road Fire 
Department, alongside her husband. She 
was a longtime member of River Road 
Baptist Church.  

Helen was preceded in death by her 
parents; and sisters Emerine, Jodie, and 
half-sister Marilyn.

Helen is survived by her husband of 68 
years, Leonard James Bennett; son James 
E. and Lisa Bennett; grandson Michael C. 
(Heather) Bennett; great-grandsons Ethan 
and Jaxon; her sister Grace; and many 
extended family members and friends.  

A celebration of life service will be at a 
later date.  

Lisa Rachelle Hilliard 
Lisa Rachelle Hilliard, 

59, of Live Oak, passed away 
peacefully November 13, 2024, 
at Haven Suwannee Valley 
Hospice Care Center in Lake 

City. She was born October 9, 1965, in 
Blackshear, Georgia to Thomas Branch and 
Linda Chancey. Known for her warm and 
nurturing nature, Lisa was a loving mother 
and grandmother who cherished every 
moment spent with her grandchildren. 

Lisa’s personality was marked by her 
love for life’s simple pleasures. She had a 
passion for flowers, frequently visited yard 
sales, and enjoyed shopping trips. These 
activities brought her immense joy and 
allowed her to connect with her community 
and nature. Lisa will be remembered for 
her kindness, her dedication to her family, 
and her ability to light up a room with her 
presence. She leaves behind a legacy of 
love and cherished memories that will be 
fondly remembered by all who knew her. 
Lisa is preceded in death by her mother 
Linda Chancey Medsker; husband Ralph 
Hilliard; and son Joshua Howell. 

Lisa leaves behind her son Brandon 
Smith (Amanda Gans); daughter Mandy 
Thornton; father David (Terri) Chancey; 
mom Linda (Richard) Thornton; brother 
Kevin (Kristen) Chancey; sisters Karen and 
Sherri; grandchildren Liam, Lacie, Lakai, 
Emma and Nathan.

Arrangements by Nassau Funeral Home, 
541720 US-1, Callahan, 904-879-1770. 

Visit www.nassaufh.com to sign the 
family’s guest book.

Eleanor Barbara Martin 
Eleanor Barbara Martin, 

84, of Callahan, passed away 
November 21, 2024 at her 
home. She was born April 24, 
1940 in Halstad, Minnesota, to 

the late Einer Phillip Wolseth and Goldie 
Lucinda Wood Wolseth. She retired as a 
Mortgage Broker and later enjoyed working 
in a number of retail clothing stores. In 
addition to her parents; she was preceded in 
death by her son Keith Swisher; and a sister 
Carmen Cacciotti.

She is survived by her daughter Crystal 
Weller and her fiancé Greg Williams; 
her son and daughter-in-law Mike and 
Dawn Martin; sister Linda Hellerud; four 
grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren; 
and a number of nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life service will be held 
in the summer.

Condolences may be expressed at www.
srfhcallahan@gmail.com.  

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home, Callahan Chapel, 617365 
Brandies Avenue.

Thais “Ty” Zelm 
Thais “Ty” Boone Zelm, 

79, of Bryceville, passed 
away Sunday, November 17, 
2024, at the Warner Center 
in Fernandina Beach. She 

was born January 10, 1945, in Stockton, 
Alabama, to the late Herbert Cecil Boone 
and Annie Catrett Boone. She served as 
secretary of New Life Baptist Church in St. 
George, for a number of years. In addition 
to her parents; she was preceded in death by 
her son John Matkin; and a sister Dorothy 
Key.

She is survived by her son and daughter-
in-law Jason and Chasidy Bulger; two 
grandchildren Brittany Michelle Matkin 
and Jayce Bulger; and one great-grandchild.

A celebration of life service was held 
Thursday, November 21 at New Life 
Baptist Church, 1058 Wheeler Street, St. 
George with Pastor James Conner and 
Pastor Forrest Elledge officiating. 

Condolences may be expressed at www.
srfhcallahan.com. 

Arrangements by Shepard-Roberson 
Funeral Home Callahan Chapel; 617365 
Brandies Avenue, Callahan, 904-879-2336.

Thomas Hayes 
Thomas Hayes, of Callahan, 

passed away November 20, 
2024.

A Homegoing Ceremony 
will be held Saturday, 

November 30 at 10 a.m. at the First Baptist 
Church in Callahan. Immediately following 
the service, a Celebration of Life Service 
will be held at The Barn at Cottonwood 
Ranch, 452039 Old Dixie Highway, 
Callahan, until 3 p.m.

DINSMORE FLORIST, INC.
904-768-7444

Your All Occasion Florist
Yes, we Deliver!

10452 New Kings Rd.
Jacksonville

www.dinsmoreflorist.com

Celebrating
60 Years!

  NOW

HIRING!

Extreme BUSH HOGGING

912-390-0857
TRACTOR WORK

DEBRIS REMOVAL
HEAVY DUTY MOWING

DUMPSTER RENTAL

If  you love someone struggling with drug or alcohol use, 
you may feel alone and unsure where to turn for help. That 
is where Parents of  Addicted Loved Ones (PAL) can help. 
PAL weekly meetings provide a structured, evidence-based 

curriculum to give you the tools you need to encourage your loved one’s recovery without 
enabling their addiction. Equally important is the opportunity to network with other parents 
and loved ones struggling with the same issues, for support and fellowship.  The free 
and confidential meetings are held on Mondays at 6 p.m. at the Northeast Florida Baptist 
Association in Yulee; and Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at the Hilliard Library. Come and learn new 
ways to deal with your loved ones and gain a better understanding of  addiction. 

For more information, call (904) 703-7847 or email at tashiad210@gmail.com. There 
is hope!

Get Help NOW!

Obituaries are published 
free of charge. 

They may be emailed to 
news@westsidejournal.net.
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Tires • Alignments • Oil Changes
Brakes • Shocks • Trailer Repair
Truck Toolboxes • Hitches & More

845-3357 • 551894 US Hwy. 1 • Hilliard

Mondays: Veterans 
Appreciation Day

10% OFF
Oil Changes

105 US Hwy. 90 West • Baldwin • 904-266-0072
Please visit our webside for valuable resources and information: www.warrenfuneralservices.com

Family Owned ~ Family Focused

Have you ever considered pre-planning 
your own final arrangements?

Doing so provides peace of mind not only for 
you, but your loved ones as well.  It ensures that you 
get to make your own choices regarding the type 
and cost of service you desire, freeing your family 
from “hoping” they are doing what you would have 
wanted. Arrangements can be paid for in advance, 
thereby locking the cost at current prices and saving 
your family additional stress at what is already a 
difficult emotional time.

 Several plans and payment options are available to fit every need. If you would like to 
discuss arrangements or have any questions, we encourage you to contact us.

Dana Forbes, Preneed Agent/Office Manager

TURN YOUR TREES INTO $$$
WE BUY TIMBER

3 Acre Minimum

Bulldozer, Excavator and 
Tractor Work Also Available

B&V TIMBER
(904)845-2804

Hilliard

 
 
 

We are
Hiring!

Store Manager - Callahan, FL
Our current Store Manager is being promoted! We are seeking an experienced 

and motivated manager to help drive our continued success.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:
 • Lead and manage sales team
 • Drive sales and deliver excellent customer service
 • Oversee daily store operations and inventory management

BENEFITS:
 • Competitive Salary,   
  Commissions & Bonuses
 • Health, Dental & Vision   
  Insurance
 • 401K Match

HOW TO APPLY:
Apply online at:
www.gibsonmcdonald.com/jobs
Or email resumé to:
shelly@gibsonmcdonald.com

QUALIFICATIONS:
 • Retail management experience (furniture or home décor  
   preferred)
 • Strong leadership, communication and organizational 
   skills
 • Skilled in using retail management systems and 
   Microsoft Office programs

OREMC Honored for 
No Loss Time Incidents

Okefenoke REMC was recently 
recognized for one year without a lost 
time injury in the workplace or in the 
field, an impressive accomplishment 
given the complexity and inherent 
dangers of working with electricity 
in the utility industry. “Our business 
inevitably involves risks from energized 
wires, working high off the ground and 
moving heavy items like poles – not to 
mention being out in storms to restore 
power,” said David Smith, OREMC’s 
Director of Loss Control, Safety & 
Training. “We strive every day to 
minimize these dangers by investing 
time and attention to safety measures 
and careful work practices.”

To acknowledge the co-op’s robust 
safety program, OREMC received the 
No Lost Time Award during Georgia 
EMC’s annual meeting on November 
11 in Savannah. 

Today, electric utility employees, 
including those with OREMC, work 
in a much safer environment due to 
advances in equipment and safety 
techniques along with stricter safety 
regulations and oversight, all of which 

leads to a significant reduction in 
accidents and time away from work for 
many employees. 

According to Georgia EMC’s 
Vice President of Training & Safety 
Harry Reeves, due to the nature of the 
electricity business, it is a challenge to 
avoid an injury no matter how many 
safety practices are in place, making 
it especially noteworthy when EMCs 
such as OREMC earn this award. 

“It’s a testament to all our employees 
and our highly-skilled linemen,” says 
Smith.  “Our success and safety depend 
on all of us following carefully designed 
safety precautions to ensure we return 
home to our families at the end of each 
work day.” 

Time To Give T.H.A.N.K.S.
Yvette Outler

I take great comfort in knowing that 
God is in control. He never leaves His 
throne. He never says, “Uh Oh.” He 
knows what He is doing and why He 
is doing what He is doing. He is God. 
Leaning on this certain truth gives me 
peace. Out of that peace is an 
overflow of “THANKS” 
that resonates in my soul 
knowing I have a God 
in whom I can fully 
trust, lean on, and 
cry out to in times of 
trouble.

God does not leave 
us hanging. He is fully 
present in our lives. The 
coolest thing about these 
thoughts is apart from the Lord we 
cannot truly be thankful. But because 
of Him we can be! Here is a faith-filled 
acronym of T. H. A. N. K. S. 

T – Trust: Give yourself permission 
to not have to have it all figured out. 
God will place your feet where they 
need to go when it is time to move 
forward. At the same time lean in to 
trust Him. “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him and He will make 
straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6

H – Hope: Supernatural “Hope” is 
the breath we inhale as we believe. God 
stirs inside of us hope so that we fully 
rely on Him and not ourselves. He gives 
it. He orchestrates it. He sets it on fire 
inside of you. “May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace as you trust 
in him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
Romans 15:13

A – Answers: I do not have to have all 
the answers right at this very moment. 
I can rest in the fact that God does. I 
am grateful that we have an answering 

God. God speaks. Sometimes it is still 
a small voice. Sometimes it is a strong, 
definitive yes or no. Sometimes it is not 
right now. He is not a secret keeper. He 
is a will revealer. “I sought the Lord, 
and he answered me, He delivered me 
from all my fears.” Psalm 34:4

N – New Mercies: Each 
day you wake there are 

new mercies waiting to 
meet you. Our new 
mercies today will be 
completely enough 
to satisfy the need of 
today. I am thankful 
that God sloshes 

mercy into my life, as 
needed. At times it is a 

sprinkle, and other times it 
is a tidal wave that knocks me down. 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases, His mercies never come to an 
end, they are new every morning, great 
is your faithfulness.” Lamentations 
3:22-23

K – Kindness: A smile or opening 
a door cost nothing. Kindness is a gift 
we give away. The most generous kind 
of kindness is forgiveness. It is for us 
not them. We become free. We look at 
little more like Christ when we do. “Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32

S – Salvation: Heaven is real. Hell is 
real. Upon your very last breath you will 
spend eternity in one of these places. 
God deeply desires a relationship with 
you right now that will last through all 
eternity. Give God room to be God in 
your life. He will do far better with it 
than you could have ever imagined or 
dreamt. “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

T.H.A.N.K.S. and be blessed!
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Zooming In Photography 4-H Club News

Emma DeRamus, Reporter 
On October 26, our Nassau County 

4-H Zooming in Photography Club 
traveled to the Okefenokee Swamp 
for our first photo shoot of the year 
and were treated to a beautiful 
experience. The Okefenokee 
gets its name from the Native 
American term ‘Land of the 
Trembling Earth’ because of 
the swamp’s vast peat deposits, 
that seem stable, but shift when 
walked upon.

We learned the importance of lighting 
in photos such as front, side, back and 
diffused lighting. Though it seems self-
explanatory and fairly simple, lighting 
is a crucial part in photography. We, 
club members, learned it can be both an 
ally and a foe in getting perfect photos. 
By visiting the swamp in the early 
hours, we were able to practice using 

these various lighting techniques.
We also learned ways 

to stabilize our cameras for 
maximum clarity: 1: The use of 
a tripod; and 2: Elbow-stabilizing 
techniques. We took a 90-minute 
boat ride down the channels of 
the largest Blackwater swamp in 
the world and we learned about 
the vast flora and fauna of the 
region. We saw various swamp 

inhabitants: birds, alligators, turtles and 
numerous trees and plants that call the 
swamp home.

The following are comments from 
others thoughts from our trip: "Today 

I used my mom's phone to take 
lots of pictures. I know how to 
zoom in with it but that's it. 
I haven't been on a boat ride 
before and loved everything I 

saw," said G. Berry. 
"I learned that in photography, 

back lighting is when light comes 
from behind the subject, resulting in 
a dark, shadowy subject. Also, if you 
don't have a tripod, breathing slowly 

and steadily when taking a photo 
will help it not turn out blurry,” said 
A. Jolley. “Finally, if there is a lack 
of forest fires in the swamp, the peat 
forests would overtake the area and the 
animals that like the swamp will leave.” 

“When we rode the boat, I took 
lots of photos of alligators," said K. 
Strickland.

The Zooming In Photography 4-H 
Club meets the last Saturday of each 
month. For more information, contact 
Laura Marino, Advisor, at 904-530-
6353 or email: llaroche@ufl.edu.

Christmas Bike Giveaway
The Town of Callahan is doing a Christmas Bicycle Giveaway! There is a Santa 

Box located in the lobby of Callahan Town Hall to register with your name and 
number and drop it in the box for your child’s chance 
to win a bicycle. There will be four (4) bicycles that 
will be given away. Two will be for children ages 1-5 
years old; and the other two will be for children 
ages 6-12 years old. You must register your 
child no later than Wednesday, December 
18 at 3 p.m. 

The drawing for the bicycle will be 
held Wednesday, December 18 at 4 p.m. at 
Callahan Town Hall. 


