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Definition of Homelessness  

Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (per Title IX, Part A of 

the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by the Every Student 

Succeeds Act) defines homeless as follows: 

 The term “homeless children and youths”– 

(A) means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence 

(within the meaning of section 103(a)(1)); and​
​
(B) includes– 

(i) children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of 

housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer 

parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations; 

are living in emergency or transitional shelters; or are abandoned in hospitals;*  

(ii) children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or 

private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation 

for human beings (within the meaning of section 103(a)(2)(C));  

(iii) children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned 

buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and  

(iv) migratory children (as such term is defined in section 1309 of the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act of 1965) who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this 

subtitle because the children are living in circumstances described in clauses (i) 

through (iii). 



*Per Title IX, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act, “awaiting foster care placement” 

was removed from the definition of homeless on December 10, 2016; the only exception 

to his removal is that “covered states” have until December 10, 2017 to remove “awaiting 

foster care placement” from their definition of homeless.​
 

View the full text of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.  

For more information on determining homelessness, visit Determining Eligibility for 

Services Under McKinney-Vento. 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim&scrlybrkr=423bf22c
https://nche.ed.gov/determining-eligibility/
https://nche.ed.gov/determining-eligibility/


 

 

https://4.files.edl.io/d9a4/07/07/25/182523-46b3f1cf-6030-4eb0-8766-66b900bddf24.pdf


Resources: 

ECYEH General Guide to Homelessness in PA 

ECYEH School Staff Guide 

Procedural Safeguards Denial of Enrollment Form  

School Enrollment Complaint Form - PDE 

Determining Eligibility -NCHE  

Basic Education Circular - Homeless Youth 

  

 

https://4.files.edl.io/c598/02/18/20/135257-166d3649-0556-4f60-af14-31d5230514e1.pdf
https://4.files.edl.io/f1de/02/18/20/135254-c2435329-9125-49ce-ad93-4c98bc28de01.pdf
https://4.files.edl.io/55a4/10/13/20/175047-62ca767f-a0d9-43ca-a101-1f96f1328f73.pdf
https://4.files.edl.io/fdc2/10/13/20/175157-2b3b4d9f-c7e6-4957-89c9-c49ace2a3af1.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/determining-eligibility/
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/resources/policies-acts-and-laws/basic-education-circulars-becs/us-code/education-for-homeless-youth.html
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