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Club Rules
We have a few rules that all members are expected to comply with.
1 General conduct
All members are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful manner in and around the
Clubhouse and on the river. Please be considerate to other waterway users and use appropriate
language.
2 Access and security
For the safety of personal and club gear, the club house must be locked at all times, other than when changing or loading/unloading cars. Take your fob with you when you go paddling, cycling or running. If you don’t have one already, fobs are available for a $25 deposit, contact the Administrator to get one. 
2.1 Close the doors and windows
Please close the door when you leave the club, even if there are others around. Close the windows and doors upstairs, if you have opened them.
If you’re the last person to leave the gym, close the outside door.  It sometimes sticks and looks like it’s closed, so just give it a nudge to check.  If it’s left open after 10pm, the alarm will trigger and there is a call-out fee that we will charge to you.
2.2 Security cameras
Security cameras operate in the club. Footage collected from the security cameras is only used in the event of a reported incident. Please notify the Club Committee promptly if you believe a review of security footage is required. Be sure to note the date and time of the incident.
3 Visitors
Visitors are welcome to use the clubhouse and kayaking gear under a member’s supervision. All
visitors using club equipment are required to sign in using the Visitors Book. This hospitality is
restricted to three visits (excluding race days). This restriction is in consideration of other club
members who pay for use of the facilities and club gear. Once they’ve visited three times they’ll
need to join the club if they wish to come back again. Out town membership is available for
anyone who is not local.
4 Gym
The use of the gym is restricted to financial members only. No guests, no visitors. This facility is for the benefit of our members only. There are notices in the gym in relation to the use of this areas – please take note of these and comply.
4.1 Junior members to be supervised
All junior members require direct supervision of an adult or Club Coach when using the gym, unless authorised by a Club Coach or Committee member.
5 Safe paddling
The following rules were set after discussions and agreement with the rowers and the Harbourmaster, and are written in to the City Council By-laws.
5.1 Paddle on the left
The Avon River bylaw says we drive on the left. The rowers will stay on the right, which means we can see them coming. They are deceptively fast, so move clear well in advance of them – usually head for the middle of the river unless that’s looking even more congested.
5.2 Collision avoidance
Do everything you can to avoid a collision.  Rowers are deceptively fast, so set up early to get out of the way.  If a collision seems unavoidable, shout “STOP”.
Be courteous and treat all other river users with respect, no matter who was at fault and no matter what their attitude.  
Log any close calls on the Incident Reporting Form, noting positions on the river, your understanding of the events leading up to it, what actually happened, and attitudes and language used by all parties.
5.3 Use lights after dark
When paddling after dark, you must show light(s) attached to you and/or your boat.  Ideally they should be red facing back and white facing forward so that other river users can get an idea of which way you’re going, and fixed rather than flashing, so that other users can gauge your speed and distance a bit more easily.
ALL paddlers using club boats must have lights showing, no exceptions.
This is more to stop people crashing into you, rather than helping you to see, so it’s for your safety, no matter how experienced you are.
5.4 Incident reporting
Log any collisions, capsizes as a result of a collision (or to avoid a collision) or swan attack, injuries either on or off the water, and any close calls.  If the committee doesn’t know about we can’t do anything about it.  Sometimes it’s a case of accumulating data, so that lots of seemingly small things can be shown to be significant, and dealt with.
All members have a collective responsibility for the health, safety and wellbeing of other members while involved on club activities, and this means reporting incidents and close calls, and giving general feedback to the committee.
The Incident Reporting Form is available on the club website Safety page.
6 Club boats and gear
The club has a good fleet of boats for members to use.  Look after them – the cost of repairs comes out of your membership fee, and what we spend on repairs we can’t spend on something more useful for you.  If you notice any damage, report it to the Administrator, noting the make and model and boat number.
· Sign club boats out and in on the form on the desk in the middle of the clubrooms.  
· Put multisport boats on the grass to try them out for size, make sure the rudder is unloaded (up).  Don’t stand in the boat – put your weight on your hands on the upper sides of the boat as you slide your legs in.
· K1s (with an understern rudder) must only be tried out for size in the water – not on the grass.
· Empty all the water and stones out of the boat when you come back, give it a quick towelling to wipe off the Avon slime, and leave all the weed outside before you bring it in.
· Look after the club paddles, too.  Learn how to get in and out of a boat without stressing the paddle.
· Team boats are only to be used under supervision of the coaches.
· The ergs upstairs have specific notices – read them and follow the instructions.  Report any damage.
6.1 Private boats and gear
No private gear or property is to be used or moved without the express permission of the owner (committee members may move gear to correct or new storage spots). All Club craft and equipment are clearly labelled and this is the only gear available for all members to use.
7 Do the decent thing
· Empty your boat outside.  Tip the water out and clean off the weed before you bring the boat inside.
· Please clean up after yourselves. There are multiple bins provided for rubbish. Pick up the gel sachets, bits of strapping tape or duct tape or other stuff that you see lying around, even if it’s not yours.  If you see someone dropping stuff, give them a reminder to clear it up.
· Give the Christ’s College pontoon a sweep to clear off the goose-poo.
· Please do not leave your gear lying around the club, or you may find that it ends up in the bin.
· Buckets, bungees, paddles, water bottles, towels, booties, spraydecks, etc. must be left in a tidy manner with your kayak. Please do not leave kayak socks or boat bags in the club.
8 Financial obligations
Following your initial payment when joining the club, your subs will be invoiced annually.  Payment for this invoice is required within 30 days of invoice date. Access to the Club is by way of an electronic key system, which means if you don’t pay your subs on time, you might find yourself locked out of the club! If you have a storage space, you may also forfeit this. Remember, the club belongs to its members, so please pay your subs on time. 
Team kayak events, such as National Championships, will also be invoiced along with any contribution you are required to make. These fees must be paid to the Club prior to the event taking place.
9 Insurance
If you choose to store your kayak at the Club, please be aware that insurance is your responsibility. Each insurance company seems to have their own way of dealing with insurance for your kayak – some will insure separately, others as part of your contents. Discuss with your insurance company the different options and best solution.
10 CRNZ affiliation
Arawa Canoe Club is an affiliated member club of Canoe Racing New Zealand (CRNZ). The club and its membership are bound by the rules and regulations of CRNZ.
11 Integrity Code
Members agree to abide by the Integrity Code.  The code covers anti-doping, anti-corruption and participant protection, and gives avenues for complaints and resolutions.  
12 Issues or grievances
If you have an issue or a grievance with another member, a member or your squad, a coach, a committee member or the committee, or the club, please raise it with the person closest to the issue.  If you’re not comfortable with that or you don’t feel the issue has been addressed or resolved effectively then escalate it progressively to:
1. Your coach or another coach
2. A senior club member or a committee membership
3. The committee or president (either via the Administrator admin@arawa.org.nz or president@arawa.org.nz)
4. The Member Protection Officer (mpo@arawa.org.nz)
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