
 

 

August 11, 2019 

 

Julie Runkel, Environmental Services Director 

Rice County Environmental Services 

320 – 3
rd

 Street NW 

Faribault, Minnesota   

 

Dear Ms. Runkel, 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this EAW comment.   

 

The noise pollution study is limited to computer simulation and should be replaced 

by an EIS that uses actual, readily available data on physical automobiles and 

racing facilities.  The noise pollution study does not include one scintilla of actual 

physical data.  Relying solely rely on software to predict noise pollution from the 

Autobahn project renders the study inadequate and inaccurate.   

 

In spite of data showing that race cars can produce decibel readings in the 140 

range, the same as a military jet taking off, the noise pollution study describes the 

decibels associated with the Autobahn cars in three vague, garbled sentences in 

Section 3.1. 

 

The proposed noise limit to road course cars set by the management 

company for the Wolf Creek Autobahn would be 103 dBA measured at 

50 feet. This limit is consistent with noise limits at similar tracks. The 
proposed sound power limit equates to a sound power level of 138 dBA 

which was used in the model. Decreases in noise limit result in a linear 
decrease in modeled results, so only the 103 dBA at 50 feet limit was 

modeled. 

 

The phrase “noise limit” is vague.  Does it refer to pressure, intensity, or power?  

What tracks have similar limits?  The phrase “proposed sound power limit” 

appears to refer to the noise limit of 103 dBA at 50 feet, yet sound power does not 

vary with distance.  Sound power is an energy measurement and is a fixed attribute 



of the source.  The phrase “decreases in noise limit result in a linear decrease in 

modeled results” again does not specify what aspect of noise is measured.  There is 

very little that is linear when it comes to analysis of sound.  For example, a 

measurement of 70 dBA in pressure sounds twice as loud as 60 dBA.   

 

The developer advertises the Autobahn road course as a place where you can drive 

your car as fast as you want.  If that is case, how can the software accurately model 

noise if speed or acceleration is not known?  The consultants do not divulge the 

speed or acceleration used in their modeling.  An EIS is needed to accurately 

analyze noise pollution impacts of the proposed development.   

 


