
November 20, 2019   

 

TO:   Julie Runkel, Director Environmental Services 

 Catherine Miller, Assistant Attorney 

 Sara Folsted, County Administrator 

     

RE:   Compliance with Minnesota Government Data Practices Act 

 

One of the goals of the Minnesota Government Data Practice Act [Act] is 

transparency.  All levels of government have the responsibility to promote public 

participation, input, and feedback through access to public information.    

 

During the past few months, Rice County has consistently ignored or denied requests 

for public data without providing any statutory basis.  At times, Rice County has 

withheld responsive data by claiming they have no responsive data.  Such conduct 

has significantly limited the information people have been able to obtain about the 

Autobahn project, which in turn impacts our ability to participate in the local 

decision-making process by providing input to our Commissioners.   

 

Minnesota laws provide options when government entities do not follow the Act.  At 

the request of a person or agency, the Commissioner of Administration may issue an 

Advisory Opinion.  In this case, the Commissioner has agreed to issue an Advisory 

Opinion and that opinion should be published soon.   

 

Failure to comply with the Act may result in civil damages, civil or criminal penalties, 

or disciplinary action. The administrative or judicial remedies likely will result in 

costs to the county comprised of fines and reimbursement of attorney fees.  A 

negative opinion by the Commissioner will ensure that the County pays the 

complainant’s attorney fees.   

 

Additionally, as I sure you are aware; a person who willfully violates the act or its 

associated rules is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Minn. Stat. § 13.09) 

 

The Act is entirely clear on the public nature of the data that I have requested; yet, 

the County has claimed that draft data cannot be released, that editable files cannot 

be released, that I must pay for staff time to have an editable file locked before it can 

be released, that data can be inspected but not copied, and the list goes on.    

 

I am submitting several requests for public government data, under separate cover, 

and ask that you consider the consequences of not responding in a timely, thorough 



manner.  I have attached a document published by the Minnesota Counties 

Intergovernmental Trust that provides advice on responding to requests (page 4) and 

information about penalties for failure to comply (page 9). 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

Truly, 

 

 

Rosalyn Pautzke 


