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REQUEST BY:  Julie Runkel, Environmental Services 
 

 

STATE ITEM OF BUSINESS: 

Resolution #19-040 - Acknowledging the Withdrawal of the Wolf Creek Autobahn Project 

Applications And Terminating the Pending Environmental Review 
 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

COUNTY BOARD ACTION REQUESTED: 

to adopt Resolution #19-040 - Acknowledging the Withdrawal of the Wolf Creek Autobahn 

Project Applications And Terminating the Pending Environmental Review. 
 

 

Reviewed with additional material provided:        Approved        . 

 County Administrator 

…



BOARD of COMMISSIONERS 

RICE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

 

RESOLUTION #19-040 
 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE WOLF CREEK 

AUTOBAHN PROJECT APPLICATIONS AND TERMINATING THE 

PENDING ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW  

 

 
 

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2019, Wolf Creek Motorsports, LLC, applied for land use permits to 

construct and operate a combined residential, recreational and commercial development focused 

on automotive recreation called Wolf Creek Autobahn (hereinafter “the Project”), and 

 

WHEREAS, Rice County is the Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU) for the proposed Wolf 

Creek Autobahn Development project, which would be located on 466.61 acres of land located 

in Forest Township, Rice County, Minnesota; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Minnesota Rules 4410.4300, the project is subject to mandatory 

environmental review, in the form of an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW); and  

 

WHEREAS, as the RGU, the County Board passed a resolution on March 26, 2019 declaring 

that an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) should be prepared for the Project 

(Resolution 19-012); and 

 

WHEREAS, the required Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) has been prepared for 

the proposed project in accordance with the Environmental Review Program of the Minnesota 

Environmental Quality Board (EQB) under Minnesota Rules Chapter 4410; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 22, 2019, a notice of availability and summary of the Wolf Creek 

Autobahn Development EAW was published in the Environmental Quality Board (EQB) 

Monitor; and 

 

WHEREAS, during the 30 day comment period, a public hearing was held at the Planning 

Commission meeting of August 8, 2019, to provide additional information and to hear comments 

regarding the EAW prepared for the project; and  

 

WHEREAS, comments from seventy-six (76) parties were received by August 21, 2019, within 

the 30-day comment period; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 21, 2019, the 30-day comment period concluded; and  

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with Minnesota Rule 4410.1700, on September 10, 

2019, the County Board passed a resolution (Resolution 19-029) postponing the decision on the 

need for an Environment Impact Study (EIS) in order to obtain additional information; and   

 

WHEREAS, after September 10, 2019, the Project proponent and applicant lost the ability to 

use all of the land initially intended to be a part of the proposed Project; and 

 



WHEREAS, because of the loss of the ability to use all of the intended land for the Project, on 

November 17, 2019, the developer and applicant, Wolf Creek Motor Sports, LLC sent a written 

notification to the County in which it withdrew the land use applications for the Wolf Creek 

Autobahn development; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result of the withdrawal of the land use applications there is no Project 

currently pending and accordingly no project being proposed; and 

 

WHEREAS, with no Project currently being proposed, there is nothing upon which to continue 

to conduct environmental review; and 

 

WHEREAS, at the same time the Project developer notified the County of the withdrawal of the 

land use applications, the Project developer also notified the County that its intent is to develop a 

new layout for another project, and to submit new applications to develop a newly designed 

combined residential, recreational and commercial development focused on automotive 

recreation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County finds that if Wolf Creek Motorsports, LLC resubmits applications for a 

newly designed combined residential, recreational and commercial development focused on 

automotive recreation, that the change in acreage will be such that the proposal will in fact 

constitute a new project; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County determines that a newly designed Project could produce different 

environmental effects than those studied in the currently pending EAW.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BASED UPON ALL OF THE ABOVE FACTS, 

OCCURANCES, FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS, THE RICE COUNTY 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HEREBY MAKES THE FOLLOWING 

RESOLUTION: 

 

1. The Rice County Board of Commissioners hereby accepts the developer’s request to 

withdraw any and all of its pending land use applications. 

 

2. The Rice County Board of Commissioners hereby terminates the current and pending 

environmental review being conducted on the now withdrawn Project. 

 

3. The Rice County Board of Commissioners hereby instructs staff to notify in writing all 

parties and entities listed on the EAW distribution list, as set forth in Minnesota Rule 

4410.1500, of the action taken by Rice County through this Resolution.   

 

4. The Rice County Board of Commissioners hereby instructs staff to notify in writing all 

parties who submitted written comments to the EAW during the EAW comment period of the 

action taken by Rice County through this Resolution.  

 

5. The Rice County Board of Commissioners hereby instructs staff to have published in the 

official legal newspaper of the County the fact that the Project has been withdrawn, that 

environmental review has been terminated, and the location where a copy of this resolution 

may be viewed and/or obtained.   

 

This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage and without publication. 
 



Dated this 3rd day of December, 2019. 
 
 

      RICE COUNTY BOARD OF     

      COMMISSIONERS 
 

 

 

             

      Galen Malecha, Chairperson 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

         

Sara Folsted, County Administrator 


