
The Thermal Club Story 

 

Thermal Club is the “all inclusive private destination for the distinguished motorsports 

enthusiast,” according to its website.  The proposed Wolf Creek Autobahn is very similar in the 

size of the complex, length of track, and other amenities such as club house, restaurant, and 

service center for vehicles. Both are private clubs for members only, catering to the ultra rich.  It 

appears that Riverside County, the site of the Thermal Club, planned on the Club improving the 

economy of the area and attracting residents to housing developments near the Club.  That did 

not happen.  It is equally unlikely that it would happen in Rice County.   

 

Thermal Club is located next to a regional airport that facilitates private jet traffic to and from 

the motorsports destination.  Members fly in and out of the Club and typically do not patronize 

businesses outside the Club because all the amenities they want are located within the walls of 

the Club.  Similarly, Wolf Creek Autobahn plans on offering members a full spectrum of 

amenities.   

 

Riverside County in California hoped Thermal Club would attract residents and boost the 

economy of the area.  Yet, in the years since the country club for wealthy motorsport enthusiasts 

opened, “the Census estimates that 32.2 percent of people [residing near the Club] live below the 

poverty line, double the rate of California.”  Desert Sun, March 19, 2018.  The Desert Sun article 

goes on to state that “Between 2009 and 2013, Riverside County approved plans for more than 

10,000 new homes in the unincorporated area on paper. But besides Thermal Club, three other 

developments with county approval – Thermal 551, Kohl Ranch Specific Plan and Oasis Date 

Gardens – have not started construction.”   

 

According to the Desert Sun, 22 houses have been built inside the Club.  According to a July 5, 

2019 article in the Los Angeles Times, there are 268 home sites available.  Specifically, the 

article states,” Thermal Club, a motorsports community tucked into the desert of Coachella 

Valley, is offering an alternative playground for the ultra-rich. What started as a far-fetched idea 

in 2011 has turned into a 426-acre development with four racetracks, 268 home sites and a staff 

of industry professionals to bring [members] up to speed.  The club is members-only, meaning 

that you have to own property to get in — and it’s not cheap. Homes range from $2.5 million to 

$12 million, but for the right buyer, the community offers a lifestyle few others can.”   

 

Developers may predict that their proposals will attract people that will patronize local 

businesses or buy homes nearby, yet developers typically do not guarantee these outcomes and, 

oftentimes, these outcomes are not realized even if the developers’ enterprises succeed.   

 


