
2025 Election Wrap-up

November 14, 2025

Hunterdon County Democratic Committee



Dear Interim Chair Kovach, Officers and Members of the
Executive Committee,

     I am pleased to provide a favorable report on our General
Election results on behalf of the Hunterdon County
Democratic Committee’s Campaign Committee. 

     This election cycle saw extraordinary growth in voter
turnout in Hunterdon County, as well as a 14-point swing to
the left compared to the 2021 Gubernatorial Election. It says a
lot about the hard work our volunteers put into grassroots
campaign efforts that Jack Ciaterrelli, who once represented
portions of this great county, could hardly net more than
4,000 votes out of Hunterdon this year. 

     The following support was offered to all of our candidates:
(1) campaign training (2) professional headshots (3) targeted
mail pieces (4) text-banking (5) phone-banking (6) professional
campaign staff and (7) unprecedented amount of financial
support for our local candidates and parties through the
submission of campaign plans and budget requests. 

     Through support for our local down ballot candidates, we
were able to drive turnout that supported our top of the ticket
races. All legislative districts received equal support in the
form of county-wide primary election and general election
mail pieces. We also worked with Victory NJ on coordinated



canvassing that included walk pieces that had our
Gubernatorial candidate, our legislative candidates, our
county commissioner candidates, and local candidates’ names
on the literature at no cost to our candidates.

     I’m pleased to congratulate HCDC’s Campaign Manager,
Audrey Collins, who was charged with an unprecedented task
of supporting all local campaigns by providing expertise on
targeting voters. All of the HCDC Executive Committee and
party leadership are proud to attest that Audrey’s experience
and familiarity with Hunterdon County were an extreme
benefit to our organization, allowing us to provide our local
candidates with a professional operation who could tailor fit
our resources to their needs.

     These services saw us flip local seats and shift from
Republican to Democratic control, and I am excited to see our
momentum grow as we approach our next pivotal goal:
working to flip the 7th Congressional District blue. 

Yours In Service,

Meagan Warner
Campaign Committee Chair
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What an incredible 2025 
election season! Your hard
work delivered real results.
According to unofficial 
returns, Democrats flipped 5
(possibly 6!) local seats and
re-elected all of our fantastic
incumbents. This is a
testament to the teamwork,
dedication, energy, and
commitment by all of us in
the HCDC to get Democrats
elected!

From county committee members to volunteers, you showed
up and got it done. Between meetings, phone banks, and
canvass launches, our new HQ was buzzing with energy! The
2025 strategy of investing in our local races to create a blue
tide that raises all ships was quite successful.

Message from your HCDC
Leadership
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The Hunterdon County Democratic Committee (HCDC) 2025 Year in
Review highlights a landmark year of growth, organization, and success.
Through strategic investment in local races, advanced voter engagement
tools, and extensive candidate training, Democrats achieved record-
breaking results across Hunterdon County. 

Overall voter turnout surged to 62% (an 18-point increase from 2021) and
Democrats led in the total advanced vote (Vote by mail plus early voting),
contributing to a 14-point swing toward Democratic candidates. 

HCDC flipped six municipal seats and re-elected all incumbents,
underscoring the effectiveness of its grassroots organizing and data-
driven campaign strategy.

The organization also modernized its outreach through
targeted mailings, over 25,000 personalized voter contacts, and a
countywide voter information guide. 

Financially, HCDC exceeded its $100,000 campaign investment goal,
raising $283,000 overall and increasing campaign spending by more than
50% over goal.

Community events, fundraisers, and professional support from campaign
staff strengthened the party’s presence and morale. With statewide
recognition and praise from partner organizations, HCDC concluded 2025
as a model for effective Democratic leadership, poised to build on its
momentum heading into the 2026 election cycle.

Executive Summary of
“HCDC 2025 Election wrap-up”
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Hunterdon County Democrats
continue to maintain its historical
trend as one of the State’s top
Vote By Mail returners. In the
2025 General Election, Hunterdon
County was once again reported
as having the highest Democratic
VBM returns in the entire state. 

This return rate, combined
with early voting, set
Hunterdon County apart with the
highest turnout in the state, with
62 percent of all registered voters
casting their ballot. This is an
incredible 18-point surge from the
last Governor’s race in 2021. 

Higher Voter Turnout
in hunterdon

Thanks to your calls, texts, and reminders, every vote truly
counted.
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A Historic Shift

Hunterdon Democrats won
the advance vote (VBM +
early voting), entering
Election Day with:

12,959 Democrats
12,326 Republicans

In 2021, Jack Ciattarelli won
Hunterdon by 19 points. In
2025, he won by just 5,
which is a 14-point swing
toward Democrats! For
much of election night, Mikie
Sherrill was even ahead in
Hunterdon.

Higher Voter Turnout
in hunterdon (Continued)

This was a season of
hard-fought victories, energized
communities, and bold
Democratic momentum.
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Delaware: Luke Hanson (FLIP!)

Wins that FLIPPED Council Seats
(Unofficial Results)

Lebanon Borough: Mary Ann Durange (FLIP!), Ben Valliere (FLIP!)

West Amwell: Brian Fitting (FLIP!), Joan Venderveen (FLIP!)
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Victorious Candidates
(Unofficial Results)

Governor: Mikie Sherrill / Dale Caldwell

LD15: Verlina Reynolds-Jackson, Anthony Verrelli

LD16: Roy Freiman, Mitchelle Drulis
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Califon:
Cathy Smith

East Amwell: 
Michael Dendis, Dante Dipirro

Victorious Candidates
(Unofficial Results)

Town of Clinton: Molly Padmos

Flemington:
Sue Englehardt, Beth Herbert

Frenchtown: 
Kathleen Bernhardt, Hannah Opdyke

High Bridge:
Curtis Nowell, Mary Murdock

Lambertville:
Karen Kominsky, Evan Lide

Stockton:
Jacob Gilinger, Nina Brander
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2025 Unofficial Election Results
(Continued)

In Bloomsbury, Cheryl Whitmore is currently in the lead by one vote!

Board of Education Wins
While non-partisan, the HCDC proudly recognizes the Democrats elected to
Board of Education seats. Five Boards of Education flipped this cycle, an
incredible achievement!

Honoring Our Candidates
Though vote-by-mail and provisional ballots are still being counted,
appreciation is extended to the following candidates who ran strong,
inspiring campaigns and came incredibly close:

LD23: Tyler Powell & Guy Citron
County Commissioners: John Dale & Susan Toczylowski
Bethlehem: Ben Huebscher
Clinton Town: Elise Cohen
Franklin Township: Marina Bartelli
Glen Gardner: Tom Davis
Lebanon Township: Emmett Angell & Robert Foster
Raritan Township: Rachael White
Readington Township: Dale Hwang
Tewksbury: Debra Bonomi & Andrew Fingerman
Union Township: Nick Labelle

Thank You to Our Municipal Leaders
To the Municipal Chairs, Vice Chairs, and local leaders, thank you for your
steadfast commitment to being the backbone and network of our County
Committee and working tirelessly to lead your local Committee in doing the
work that gets Democrats elected.
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2025 Events In support of elections
(Candidate Meet-and-Greets)

Newark Mayor Ras Baraka 

Congressman Josh Gottheimer

Senate President Steve Sweeney

3
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2025 Events in support of elections
(Endorsement Convention & DNC Chair)

2025 Endorsement Convention

DNC Chair GOTV Event

4
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HCDC Candidates were offered robust and unprecedented resources to help
them meet their campaign goals and vision. 

Campaign Training
It was a packed house at HCDC HQ on July 24 for the Candidate Training
event. Municipal Chairs/Vice Chairs and their candidates participated in a
three-hour session, including updates from the County Party, a winning
Green agenda, finance/fundraising, candidate conversations with voters, and
building your winning field plan. The various Hunterdon County communities
in attendance were also provided a mock-up budget to be used to
communicate the support they are seeking from the HCDC for their local
elections.

Participants met the newest addition to the HCDC Team, Audrey Collins. Ms.
Collins is HCDC’s newly hired professional campaign manager for this
upcoming cycle and brings a career’s worth of campaign expertise and field
organizing to our November races. Audrey was introduced by HCDC
Campaign Committee Chair Meagan Warner as a professional contracted by
HCDC to support all of our races and municipalities in developing their field
plans in support of their budgets.

Candidate Resources15



VAN TRAINING
On August 24, 2025, the HCDC organized
“COFFEE BAGELS AND VAN” at HCDC HQ.
The training covered how to set a winning
universe and deploy MiniVAN for local
canvases. Local candidates, campaign
managers, and VAN coordinators
attended this training seminar hosted by
our Campaign Manager Audrey Collins and members of the HCDC Executive
Committee. We appreciate everyone who joined us.

Candidate Resources
(Continued)

Green Caucus Talking Points
(Hope Kaufman, Caucus Chair)
The Green Caucus developed a series
of talking points on rising costs, risks,
and funding around resilient
infrastructure, preservation, and 
regional planning. 

These talking points were developed to
assist our candidates in the following
ways:

Make climate impacts local, immediate, and economically important to
their bottom line by referencing specific events—like multiple road closures
and washed-out bridges—candidates can translate climate risks from
abstract concerns into real, relatable problems facing Hunterdon.
Broaden our reach by framing resiliency as an economic issue for
taxpayers.
Provide Social Media content during and after the 2025 Campaign season.
Provide talking points for canvassing.
Provide scripted statements for phone banking.
Provide specific and relatable talking points for mailing campaigns.
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Get out the vote efforts
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Innovative Outreach to voters
across hunterdon

Through a blend of creativity and technology, the Hunterdon County Democrats
modernized their outreach strategy to maximize voter engagement. Volunteers
utilized streamlined calling and texting tools, sending nearly 25,000 personalized
messages to remind voters to support Row 1 candidates and drive turnout. Real-
time call tracking and auto-updating GOTV lists ensured efficient coordination,
while the new 2025 Voter Information Guide empowered residents with clear
details from early voting through Election Day. Targeted direct mail campaigns,
tailored for both the primary and general elections, spotlighted endorsed
Democratic candidates and their local impact. Combined with engaging
community events, easy online sign-ups, and data-driven communications, these
innovations turned participation into measurable results across Hunterdon
County.

Among the tools used by HCDC were:

OpenVPB

With one click, volunteers were able to pull
up the contact information of our voters who
still hadn’t voted and update the system in
real time for others to see call outcomes.

Weekly Newsletter

HCDC’s weekly newsletter, published by P&PR
Committee Chair Kiely Williams-Cox and her
committee, dutifully researched, drafted, and
sent news we need to know that keeps our
County’s good Dems and leaders in tune with
national to hyper local happenings to spread
the word and build party support and
momentum.
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Innovative Outreach to voters
across hunterdon (Continued)

Impactive

Use your own address book to match up
with our Democrats who haven’t voted yet
and send them a personal message, getting
them out to vote.

2025 Voter Information Guide

The HCDC Executive Committee, Chairs
and Vice Chairs created the “2025
Voter Information Guide” as a
reference document and educational
tool to assist all of our voters from
early voting through election day to be
shared with all of our Dems in an effort
to get our people to the polls, as the
race was be determined by Democratic
voter turnout.

GOTV Lists

GOTV lists during voting periods that
auto-update once a voter is reported
as voting.

Mobilize

An easy-to-use way to inform our Democrats of
upcoming events with quick registration ability.
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mailers to dems and new voters

It started with the first time in recent memory, HCDC mailed thousands of
local county-focused mail pieces for the primary election, highlighting our
HCDC-endorsed candidates to ALL DEMOCRATS in the County.

A second round with a sophisticated town-specific literature was sent out
for the general election, spotlighting Democratic candidates for Governor,
Assembly, County, and Local offices and highlighting their achievements to
low propensity Democratic voters and unaffiliated with high Dem scores.
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2025 Gubernatorial Debate
Watch Party at HCDC HQ

2025 PUBLIC-FACING Events
FOR PARTY BUILDING

Halloween Candy Giveaway
on Main Street Flemington

Hunterdon County 4-H Fair

HCDC HQ Office Opening
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In June 2024, the Hunterdon County Democratic Committee pledged to raise
substantial funding to support Hunterdon County campaigns. One year later,
the HCDC publicly reaffirmed its commitment, promising to invest $100,000
in the 2025 election cycle. The final results far surpassed those goals.

                 2025 General Operations

June 2024 – November 2025
HCDC’s organizational performance
exceeded expectations, generating more
revenue than expenses over the
17-month period. The money raised went
to support Democratic candidates.

Total Revenue: $283,000
Total Expenses: $268,000
Operating Surplus: $15,000

             2025 Campaign Operations

November 2024 – November 2025
Against a publicly stated goal of
spending $100,000 on the 2025
cycle, HCDC delivered an even
stronger campaign effort:

Total Raised: $157,000
Total Campaign Spending:

       $150,000

Thanks to your extreme generosity 
and investment in our candidates,
HCDC FAR EXCEEDED the fundraising goals!

HCDC Raising money
to get Democrats elected 
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2025 HCDC Fundraisers
Annual Picnic w/Lt. Governor Candidate Dale Caldwell

Blueprint Dinner w/Senator Andy Kim

Push Back: Democratic Action & Wins in 2025
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Watch Senator Kim speak
at the HCDC Blueprint Dinner
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Watch using
this code:

Or using this link:
bit.ly/HCDCAndyKim



Testimonials and feedback from
the campaign trail

“I wanted to reach out on behalf of the Platte County, Missouri,
Democratic Party to see what you found worked and has worked
for your county party on getting out the vote and even pushing
Hunterdon County bluer, as you did on Tuesday...I hope we bring
the energy and hope that was found in New Jersey across the
country in 2026!”
-Peter Coyne, Chair, Platte County (Missouri) Democratic Party

“Thank you, Audrey (Collins), for all you did to help us win our
election in West Amwell Township.”
-Joan Vanderveen, West Amwell Township Committeeperson-
Elect

“These efforts resulted in what appears to be the largest margin
any Democratic candidate has received in 25+ years.”
-Trent Levitt, Chair, Flemington Borough Democrats

“I felt very supported as a candidate. I definitely benefited from
help with mailers and postage associated with the campaign
mailers. That help freed me up to be able to knock on doors and
talk to people. I had the opportunity to have meaningful
conversations with community members from all walks of life. I
think that made the biggest difference in my campaign.”
-Rachael White, Candidate, Raritan Township
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“HCDC certainly exceeded my hopes when it came to monetary
support. That was amazing. And Michael Drulis was extremely
helpful whenever I spoke with him, especially when it came to
working with RPS and getting the mailer done.”
-Dale Hwang, Candidate, Readington Township

“I hope while increasing blue votes, I was anti-Maga enough to
upset the majority of Republicans in Lebanon Township enough
to show better Democratic candidates that the Republican
majority are not to be feared and encourage local Democrats to
run next to beat them.”
-Robert Foster, Candidate, Lebanon Township

“HCDC supported Tewksbury to a level beyond what has
occurred in the past.  It was timely as this was a key year for
Democrats in Tewksbury due to the Republican incumbents we
had to run against this year.  Unfortunately, we still didn't turn it
into a win.  We did turn it into the state Republicans taking
resources from other locations and sending them to our town
to defend for the first time.”
-John Macchione, Municipal Chair, Tewksbury

Testimonials and feedback from
the campaign trail

(Continued)
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Looking forward to 2026
Next year, the HCDC plans to build on this year’s momentum
and carry that energy into the CD-7 race, ensuring that a rising
blue tide lifts all boats. To do so, we will host December and
January meet-and-greet events for CD-7 candidates to engage
and educate the HCDC County Committee and local
Democrats on each candidate’s platform, followed by a
candidate forum and open endorsement convention in the
winter of 2026. 

At the same time, we aim to raise the next $100,000 to support
local races, launch a voter registration initiative, implement
modern election technology, expand countywide GOTV efforts
in hard-to-reach areas, and
sustain our campaign staffing
and headquarters. This is
all focused on electing
Democrats up and down 
the ballot.

If this year’s numbers 
hold, Hunterdon will be
an essential part of
flipping CD-7 back for
the Democrats.

Pictured: 2025 Gubernatorial
Election in CD-7
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Your Hunterdon County
Democratic Committee 2025 Leadership

Previous Chair
Tom Malinowski

Interim Chair
Janice Kovach

Treasurer
Michael Drulis

Secretary
Michele Liebtag

Dante DiPirro
East Amwell

Betsy Driver
Flemington Borough

Hope Kaufman
Tewksbury

Dr. Kira Lawrence
Clinton Township

Stephen Leftly
Lebanon Township

Christina
Russoniello
Lebanon Township

Kiley Williams-Cox
Clinton Township

Karen Kominsky
Lambertville

Meagan Warner
Lambertville

Dominic Puzio
Sergeant At Arms

Eric Richard
LD-15 Vice Chair

Lois Zarish
LD-16 Vice Chair

Nicholas Labelle
LD-23 Vice Chair

Marlene Baldinger
State Committee

Khushwant Pall
State Committee
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