
Special to the Journal

Raise Your Hand Texas announced that 
Belton ISD will join 31 additional Texas pub-
lic school districts as part of the inaugural co-
hort of the Community Leaders Fellowship. 

The 18-month program is designed to 
equip local teams composed of parents, edu-
cators, business leaders and school trustees 
with the tools and skills needed to engage in 

state education policy and advocacy.
Belton ISD will be represented in the 

Fellowship by Board Secretary Erin Bass and 
Board Vice President Chris Flor.

“Belton ISD is honored to join the in-
augural Raise Your Hand Texas Community 
Leaders Fellowship,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Malinda Golden. “This opportunity allows 
our district and community leaders to deepen 
our engagement with the legislative process, 

enhancing our collaborative role as we work 
alongside others at the state level to share the 
local insights that best support our students, 
teachers and families.”

The program builds on the foundation 
of the Trustee Advocates Program, which
launched in 2022. 

While the previous program focused on 
teams composed of school board members
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Family legacy spans 150 years at Texas’ oldest independent title company
By Susan Kolodziejczyk
The Belton Journal

When A.M. Monteith founded his
abstract company in 1876, Reconstruc-
tion-era Texas was still finding its foot-
ing. Nearly 150 years later, the business
stands as the oldest independently owned 
title company in Texas, now celebrating a 
milestone that also marks 75 years since 
Frank J. Turner, Sr. purchased the com-
pany in 1951.

“My dad was the finest man I have 
ever known. I was always proud of him 
and the legacy he left,” said Frank Turn-
er, Jr., who was just 12 years old when 
his father acquired the company. “It gave
our family the means and ability to live in 
this community and grow the business.”

That personal connection has re-
mained the company’s defining charac-
teristic. Frank Sr. deliberately preserved
the Monteith name in recognition of its 
historical significance.

Today, Brett and Brad Turner lead 
the company as third-generation owners 
who grew up in the office surrounded by 
longtime staff.

“It was basically on-the-job train-
ing,” Brett said. “My grandparents, Frank
Sr. and Lida, passed their knowledge to
my parents, Frank Jr. and Marilyn, who
are now passing everything down to us.”

Marilyn Turner, who has worked
in the business for 50 years, credits her 
mother-in-law Lida with teaching her
daily operations. That mentorship ex-
tends beyond family—more than 20 es-
crow officers average over 17 years with 
the company.

From a single office with four em-
ployees, Monteith has grown to seven 
locations serving Bell and Coryell coun-
ties with approximately 70 professionals, 
evolving from early abstracting practices 
to modern title insurance while maintain-
ing its commitment to personal service.

In an era when most title companies
are owned by banks or large corporations,
Monteith remains proudly independent.

“Most title companies are owned by 
banks, but we are a ‘mom and pop’ shop,”
Brett said. “That’s what we’ve always
been, and it’s what makes us successful.”

Central Texas BBQ 
Roundup rides through Belton

By Michelle Rodriguez
The Belton Journal

BBQ enthusiasts gath-
ered at the Cadence Bank 
Center on Saturday for a 
BBQ competition with ac-
tivities for children, food 
trucks, vendors, a car show, 
a corn hole tournament, and 
a pet adoption event. 

“The event couldn’t 
have happened without the 
businesses, cooks, volun-
teers, and artisan vendors. 
They made it happen. I feel 
like the team that stepped 
into the arena with me took 
it on headfirst. It was a mon-
ster! We received 90 percent 
of praise and 10 percent of 
criticism. I think about Roo-
sevelt’s Man in the Arena 
speech that says, ‘the credit 
belongs to the man that is 
actually in the arena.’ They 
are the folks that showed 
up and carried more than I 
could have carried myself,” 
said George Bunker, Found-
er and CEO of Central Tex-
as BBQ Roundup, 

The event raised funds 
for Healing Heart Rehab, 
Belton Education Founda-
tion, Temple CERT, Belton 
CERT, Belton Lions Club, 
and Civil Air Patrol – Bell 
County Composite Squad-

ron TX- 403.
“The two biggest sanc-

tioning BBQ bodies, IBCA 
and CBA, split 10 years ago 
and took with them the best 
BBQ competitors. They all 
showed up. It was the first 
time they were all together 
in 10 years,” said Bunker. 

“Something impossible 
happened at this event be-
cause they believed in the 
mission. The mission was to 
build industries around the 
community and give back to 
the most vulnerable,”

Bony Legs BBQ with 
Mad Dog Military won Best 

in Show. Mad Dog Military 
raises money to take vet-
erans hunting and fishing. 
Bony Legs BBQ team is 
Dylan Maxwell’s family’s 
BBQ team.

“The name Bony Legs 
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Courtesy photo 
75 years ago, Lida and Frank Turner, Sr purchased Monteith Abstract. The com-
pany is celebrating 150 years in Bell County this year, and celebrating a third-
generation of ownership with grandsons Brad and Brett Turner.

Courtesy photo
Austin Embleton and Dylan Maxwell with Bony Legs BBQ with Mad Dog Military 
won Best in Show at the Central Texas BBQ Roundup.
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Hewett-Arney Funeral Home
Serving families in our historic building since 1942

Did you Know...
Belton was first known as the town of Nolanville. In 1851, 

Nolanville was incorporated and the town name was changed 
to Belton. Fact from Texas State Historical Association.

100% Family Owned
(254) 778-3200

Phones answered 24/7

Direct Cremation Complete Funeral

$1600 $5510
Complete 

Includes Crematory fee
Includes 20ga
Steel Casket

Call and ask for pricing. By regulation funeral home must disclose pricing by phone.
14 W. Barton Ave. • Temple • www.HewettArney.com

Please don’t 
text & drive!
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Brentham
Mary Seaford Brentham

April 8, 1936 – March 14, 2026
 

Mary Seaford Brentham of Salisbury, NC went to be 
with the Lord on Saturday, March 14, 2026. 

Born in Rowan County on April 8, 1936, to the late 
John Hub and Esther Cauble Seaford. 

She attended Rowan County Schools. Mary spent her 
entire adult life in the service of the Lord. She married the 
love of her life, Pastor Ed Brentham in November of 1968. 
She was stationed in Haiti with her husband as a missionary 
for many years. When they retired from Haiti they settled 
in Belton, Texas and worked for Hope for the Hungry. She 
attended First Baptist Church. After the loss of her husband 
and a couple health issues Mary moved back to North Caro-
lina. She joined Carmel Baptist Church. 

Mary was preceded in death by her husband, parents, 
two brothers, two sisters, and three nieces. She will be 
missed by everyone that knew her. She always had a big 
smile and if you were lucky enough to see it then you will 
never be able to forget it. 

Memorial service will be held at 2PM on March 28, 
2026, at Carmel Baptist Church. 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Carmel 
Baptist Church, 2100 Mooresville Rd., Salisbury, NC 28147 
or Hope for the Hungry, Mission House, PO Box 786, Bel-
ton, TX 76513.

Summersett Funeral Home is serving the Brentham 
family. Online condolences may be made at www.summer-
settfuneralhome.com.

Seale
Carol Ann Seale

September 1, 1957 – March 10, 2026
 

Born September 1, 1957, in Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina, she went to our Lord and Savior on March 10, 2026, at 
the age of 68.

Carol was a beloved daughter, sister, aunt and friend. 
She was a longtime resident of Belton, Texas for over 40 
years. However, she was a resident of Round Rock, Texas at 
the time of her death. She was a proud graduate of Killeen 
High School in 1976, where she was a member of the choir 
and explorers. She was a dedicated worker. She worked 
at Rockwell Industries and Texas Instruments where she 
worked for over 19 years. Carol achieved an Associates of 
Arts from Temple College in 2001, as well as certificates 
in Computer Aided Design and Geographic Information 
Systems. She was very artistic and poured her heart into 
every hobby she pursued—from photography, ceramics, 
sewing, and drawing as well as many others—mastering 
each with grace and talent. She is survived by three siblings, 
older brother and his wife, William “Bill” and Cindy Seale; 
younger sister, Debra Shaffer, and younger brother, How-
ard “Buster” Seale; as well as four nephews, Kevin, James, 
Matthew and Nathan; plus one niece, Sarah; and two great-
nephews, Jackson and Stetson. She is preceded in death by 
her parents William “Bill” and Louise Seale as well as her 
younger sister, Marie Seale.

A celebration of life will be held on April 12, 2026, at 1 
p.m. at LaQuinta Inn in Belton, 229 West Loop 121.

Whiddon Jr. 
Aubrey Clinton Whiddon Jr.

September 28, 1949 – March 16, 2026
 

Aubrey Clinton Whiddon Jr., affectionately known as 
“Bunky,” passed away on Monday, March 16, 2026, at Her-
itage House Nursing Center in Rosebud, Texas, following a 
lengthy battle with Parkinson’s disease. Born on September 
28, 1949, in Conroe, Texas, Aubrey lived a life marked by 
devotion—to his family, his faith, and his community.

A graduate of Cleveland High School, Aubrey honored 
his country by enlisting in the Army, where he served proud-
ly as a Missile Technician. Following his military service, 
he dedicated many years to the family enterprise, Whiddon 
Construction Company, contributing his craftsmanship and 
creativity until his retirement. His passion for woodwork-
ing extended beyond the business; he joyfully transformed 
scrap wood into beautiful furniture, sharing his artistry with 
those around him.

A deeply spiritual man, Aubrey was a devout reader of 
his Bible and spent considerable time nurturing his faith at 
church. His commitment went beyond attendance; he used 
his gifts and talents to support the church’s needs and took 
great care in teaching Bible studies. Those who knew him 
respected his steady faith and the example of courage and 
trust in God. His interests reflected a love for nature and cre-
ativity. Aubrey enjoyed hunting for arrowheads, fishing, and 
was a phenomenal artist known for his evocative drawings 
of landscapes and animals. These pursuits enriched his life 
and were a source of happiness and peace.

Aubrey’s legacy is carried forward by those who loved 
him dearly. He is survived by his daughter Priscilla Whid-
don Foster and her husband Tim; his sisters Betty Cooper 
and her husband Jackie, Patty Kemp and her husband Dean 
Schmuck; his brothers Wesley Whiddon and wife Ellie, 
James Whiddon, Thomas Whiddon and wife Sassy, Steve 
Whiddon and wife Monica, and David Whiddon. Aubrey 
was also a proud grandfather to Dalton Lindemood, Alex 
Foster, Trent Foster, and a beloved granddaughter, Abigail 
Gawryszewski, and her husband Connor. He cherished 
his five great-grandchildren, as well as numerous cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and dear friends, including a very special 
friend, Charlotte Thomas.

He was preceded in death by his parents; his wives, Pa-
mela Jackson Whiddon (3 years) and Patricia Shipp Whid-
don (43 years); his step-son James Jason Lindemood; and 
his sister Elizabeth Johnson.

In lieu of flowers please consider making a memorial 
donation to Happy Life Church Highway 321. Cleveland, 
TX 77327.

Aubrey’s life was celebrated with a graveside service 
held on Friday, March 20, 2026, at Oak Shade Cemetery 
located 1807 County Road 2212 in Cleveland, Texas. with 
Pastor Tim Foster of Temple Christian Center Pastor Betty 
Watson of Happy Life Church in Cleveland, Texas. His 
memory endures in the hearts of his family and friends, who 
remember a man of faith, artistry, and steadfast dedication 
to those he loved. His profound belief in God and his un-
wavering spirit remain a guiding light for all who had the 
privilege of knowing him.

A special thank you extends to all of his extended “fam-
ily” at Heritage House Nursing Center in Rosebud, Texas, 
where he resided the last three years. Their care, attention 
and love for Aubrey exceeded their duty as caregivers and 
established their role as family for him. The friends he made 
during his time there provided an excellent quality of life in 
his final years. Our family is forever grateful for the tender-
ness shown to him. A special thank you Young’s Daughters 
for their attention to the details and careful handling after 
his transition.

The family also wishes to thank Interim Hospice Care 
for their attentiveness during his final days. Your compas-
sion and kindness toward him and our family are deeply ap-
preciated.

Arrangements are under the direction of Sabrina Young 
at Young’s Daughters Funeral Home and Bereavement Cen-
ter.

came from Dylan’s grandma 
saying, ‘Bony Legs will get 
you’ instead of ‘the boogey-
man is gonna get you’ when 
he was a kid, so they use 
that phrase to honor her,” 
said Austin Embleton, own-
er of Mad Dog Military. “ 
Mad Dog was my call sign 
when I was in the Marines, 
in Iraq.”

The Grand Champion 
was Michelle Martinez with 
team AMP Cookers. 

“The win qualifies her 
for the BBQ World Cup in 
Las Vegas in 2027 where the 
pot is a million dollars,” said 
Bunker. 

 The Reserve Grand 
Champion was Eric Arnold 
with team BIGG E BBQ. 

The first-place brisket 
went to Matt Kasper with 
Rapsak BBQ. 

The first-place chicken 
went to Derrick Bermea 
with We Stay Smokin. 

The first-place pork 
spareribs was Edward Oakes 
with Dirt Track Cookers.

There were many ac-
tivities for children includ-
ing a fishing pond with over 
200 fish in the tank, a petting 
zoo, Chencho the Clown 
made balloon animals, face 
painting, and bounce hous-

es. 
Animal enthusiasts 

were invited to bring their 
pets and there was an animal 
adoption event where 23 
dogs and a cat were adopted 
to new homes along with 
70 microchips and vaccines 
given out. 

For results of the com-
petition visit the website at 
https://ibcabbq.org/contest-
details/?contestid=11587.

To participate in next 
year’s event, reach out to 
George Bunker at 970-632-
4917 or email at george@
ctbr.net.
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MPR Dive Team 
gets underwater 

sonar grant
By David Stone 
The Belton Journal

Morgan’s Point Resort’s City Council voted unanimously 
earlier this month to apply for a Homeland Security Grant to 
benefit the city’s Search & Recovery Dive Team.

The grant would be used to purchase a new Aqua-Eye Pro-
Command underwater sonar system that is assisted by Artifi-
cial Intelligence. The Aqua-Eye will let divers know the differ-
ence between a tree, a car and a human body in murky waters.

According to a resolution passed unanimously by City 
Council, the Aqua-Eye would cost $32,469.60, and it is avail-
able through a Homeland Security grant through Fiscal Year 
2026.

“The system would improve diver safety and speed of 
search efforts,” said Gustavo McMillan, dive team coordinator. 
“Right now, sonar is used from a boat, but with the Aqua-Eye, 
it could be performed by two divers. It would take what is now 
a two-day search down to about 30 minutes.”

“Belton Lake is a beautiful lake until you get underwater,” 
he added. “Then it gets very murky. This will help us navigate 
those waters.”

The Morgan’s Point Resort Search & Recovery Dive 
Team, a part of the Police Department, has been in operation 
since 2008. The unit’s primary responsibility is the recovery of 
drowning victims in area lakes and rivers. 

The team is made up of police officers, volunteer firefight-
ers, active military and citizen volunteers. The team is highly 
trained in body and evidence recovery. 

There are 23 members of this elite team and all divers are 
required to hold an advanced level of certification. The Dive 
Team is one of the best trained units in the region and is the 
designated Search & Recovery Dive Team for all law enforce-
ment agencies in Bell County.

In other action:
Council re-appointed Scott Fournier, Greg Weisman and 

Ted Teegarden as directors of the Morgan’s Point Resort Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. They will serve two more 
years.

Council accepted a $10,000 fire-rescue training aid grant 
that is designated to support rural fire operations through the 
purchase of training equipment.

The money will be used to acquire training materials that 
enhance fire & rescue preparedness, improve operational readi-
ness and strengthen overall emergency response capabilities.

The grant does not require matching funds from the city.
Council designated Mary Tolman, assistant city manager 

and chief financial officer, as the officer for MPR’s bank de-
pository services.

Kim Helka was designated as vice chair of the Mary Ruth 
Briggs Library Board.

Council met in executive session March 23 to discuss 
finalists for the city manager position that will be vacated by 
Dennis Baldwin in May.
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