
 

 

 
 

New York State Public High School Athletic Association  
Drone Policy 

 
 
The New York State Public High School Athletic Association prohibits the use or 
possession of unmanned aircraft or aerial systems (UAS), also known as drones, for 
any purpose by any person or entity at all scrimmages, regular season and post 
season events.   
 
This prohibition applies to the area above and upon all spectator areas, fields of 
play, courts, arenas, stadiums, mats, gymnasiums, pools, practice facilities, parking 
areas and or other property being utilized for the purpose of the interscholastic 
activity.  
 
If there is a report of UAS activity at an athletic event school, Section and/or State 
Association officials will, in consultation with the sports officials, suspend the play 
until such time as the UAS is removed from the area as defined above or the school, 
Section/ State and sports officials determine it is safe to proceed. 
 
For purposes of this policy, a UAS is any unmanned airborne device or aircraft. The 
NYSPHSAA, Section and/or Member School reserves the right to refuse admission to 
anyone operating or attempting to operate a UAS or to request the immediate 
removal of any person using or attempting to use a UAS in violation of this policy.  
 
The NYSPHSAA Executive Director has the authority to grant an exception to this 
policy to law enforcement, public safety agencies, NYSPHSAA media partners, or 
other entities or individuals. Any request for an exception to the policy must be 
submitted to the Executive Director at least a week prior to the event. The exception 
is limited to the specific event requested and requires the consent of the host venue.  
 
Any use granted under this provision must comply with the applicable FAA 
regulations as well as any and all requirements set forth by NYSPHSAA.  News media 
must have the necessary FAA authorization.  Any individuals granted an exception 
would be required to sign a document acknowledging and agreeing to the terms of 
use and agreeing to hold the NYSPHSAA and its member schools harmless from 
damage to persons or property. 
 
 
 
*Approved May 5, 2017 (Executive Committee) 

 


