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At the 2026 State Meeting, NYSSO was asked to provide guidance regarding the approved pants that will go into effect for the 2027 season. In response to that request, NYSSO offers the following clarification.
Please note that this guidance is not intended to endorse or support any specific company or brand.
Questions and Answers
Q: Why do the pants have to be flat front?
A: Pleated pants appear darker gray than flat-front pants. To ensure consistency and uniformity in appearance statewide, flat-front pants are required.
Q: Why do the pants have to be manufactured from NCAA Softball-approved charcoal material?
A: The State Softball Committee has expressed concerns on multiple occasions regarding the lack of uniformity in softball umpire uniforms. As a result, they indicated a need to intervene. NYSSO informed the Committee that we would address the issue and ensure our umpires meet a consistent and professional standard. Requiring NCAA Softball-approved charcoal material helps achieve that uniformity.

The amendment that passed at the 2026 meeting reads:.  
ARTICLE VI – UNIFORMS AND EMBLEMS
Effective Date: January 1, 2027
Amendment:
· Replace the term “medium heather grey” with “Smitty non-pleated charcoal pants.”
· Non-pleated charcoal pants manufactured from NCAA Softball-approved charcoal material are permitted.



Some suggestions are:
The “Smitty non-pleated charcoal pants” manufactured from NCAA Softball-approved charcoal material are permitted and can be purchased from several companies.  They make these pants with an expanded waist, plate or base, and regular waist, plate and base. Here are sample pictures taken from Ump Attire.  These pants will be listed as NCAA approved or under NCAA apparel.
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Gerry Davis offers pants, in plate and bases cut, but you must be sure it is the NCAA COLOR MATCH.  See image below.
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Smitty Performance Poly
Spandex Charcoal Grey
Flat Front Umpire
Combo Pants with
Expander Waistband
Slash Style Pockets

$59.99
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Smitty Performance Poly
Spandex Charcoal Grey
Flat Front Plate Umpire
Pants
Slash Style Pockets

$59.99
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Davis BFX Pro Flat
Front NCAA
Charcoal Base
Umpire Pant

DAVIS

1,.0.0.0.6 ¢V

Reviews)

$119.99




image1.png




image2.png
A
+ NYSPHSAA
A /




