
#SocialJustice: True or False Gospel? 

 

Introduction 

 Parents of teens must learn new vocab. Roasted. Legit. Stoked. GOAT. Awks. Gucci. Sic. YOLO. 

Cheddar. Fly. Ship. Creeper. Tight. Chillaxin. Hangry. Bye Felicia. Throw Shade. Zip Ghost. Smash.  

 However, in the era of PC, we are all having to learn a whole new vocabulary. SJWs. Snowflake 

generation. De-platforming. Safe-spaces. Trigger warnings. Patriarchy. Privilege. White supremacy. 

White privilege. White fragility. Intersectionality. Identity politics. Conscious bias. Unconscious bias. 

Implicit bias. Systemic racism. Offended. Gender Studies.…Woke…..and for the more advanced…. 

Critical Race Theory. 4th Wave Feminism. Frankfurt School. Standpoint epistemology. Emancipatory 

politics. Privilege preserving epistemic pushback.  

 However, despite what modern day Christian progressives say, is SJ the Gospel or not?  

 

Critical Theory (CT) 

 Behind SJ & SJWs is CT. CT is a post-modern philosophical framework that divides the world into the 

oppressed and the oppressors via, among other things, gender studies, race studies and sexuality studies.  

 The oppressors oppress through hegemonic power, and tell a narrative about how they deserve their 

positions of power vis a vis the oppressed, e.g. the oppressors appeal to reason, to logic, to history, to 

academic achievement etc. Yet, in CT, this is all just a pretense to preserve their power in society.  

 Systems of logic, critical reasoning, scientific research and respectful dialogue are viewed in CT as tools 

by which the oppressors seek to maintain their hegemonic power in society and oppress the oppressed.  

 Standpoint epistemology. E is the theory of knowledge, i.e. how you distinguish between justified belief 

and mere personal opinion. In CT, oppressors see the world from their own limited perspective. The 

oppressed however see the world from both their own experience of oppression, and from the 

perspective of the oppressed, i.e. they are blessed with special / double-insight. This overrides the 

possibility that someone or the methods of a dominant class may be speaking the truth. 

 The “Lived experience” of the oppressed overrides reason, dialogue, scientific research and critical 

reflection, because these are the oppressive tools of the dominant classes in society. Truth is subjective.  

 In CT, to discuss the nature and extent of racism with a white professor is in and of itself an act of 

oppression, for the students are being forced to play on the oppressor’s playing field using the logic, 

reason, research / natural advantages of the oppressive groups. Dialogue is not possible for SJWs.   

 Thus, for SJWs, examinations are a form of oppression, for they are an intellectual tool by which 

oppressed minorities are excluded from position, power, prestige and participation in society.  

 According to CT, oppressors / oppressed exist in social groupings on a social totem pole. Our identity as 

individuals is inseparable from our group identity, especially our categorization as ‘oppressor’ or 

‘oppressed’ with respect to a particular identity marker. All oppressed groups find their fundamental 

unity in their common experience of oppression. The fundamental human project is liberation from all 

forms of oppression; consequently, the fundamental virtue is standing in solidarity against the oppressor. 

 The current Victimization Flow Chart may be summarized as follows: white heterosexual cis-gender 

men / women; non-white heterosexual cis-gender men / women; gay white men; gay white women; gay 

non-white men; gay non-white women; transgenders; Muslims.  

 For SJWs, oppression flows down from the top of society. Crucially, a group can only be oppressed by 

the groups above it. Think of victimhood like a waterfall. The laws of gravity dictate that the flow can 

never be reversed. Oppressor groups oppress everyone but cannot be victimized by anyone.  

 Oppression always flows downward. By definition, a group with less power and privilege literally 

cannot be racist or sexist or bigoted against groups with more power and privilege. Thus, SJWs want to 

force young girls to share their bathrooms and locker rooms and battered women must share their 

shelters with gender-confused men. The Victimhood Flow Chart must always be followed! 

 CT has its own canonical writings that function in the same way as the Bible for Christians or the Koran 

for Muslims. “Race, Class & Gender: An Anthology” is a major anthology of writings from disciplines 

like gender studies, critical race theory and gender studies. The canon is avowedly secular-atheist. 



 “Objectivity as found through rational thought is a western and masculine concept that we will challenge 

through this text“, page 14. A working definition of cultural suicide and philosophical insanity!  

 In CT, what does it mean to be a “good atheist?” In the canon, a “good atheist” is a SJW. Those who 

stray from the current ideology are destroyed socially. Thus CT and SJ is a fundamentalist religion for 

secular atheists. This then is CT, but how though we do evaluate CT from a biblical perspective? 

 

Biblical Critique of CT 

 Regarding final authority, in the CT worldview, Jesus by definition cannot be “The Way, The Truth and 

The Life” (John 14.6). One’s own subjective “lived experience” is your final authority and ultimate 

determinant of truth, not the Word of God. A Christian can never appeal to the Word of God, for CT 

denies the possibility of external, objective sources of authority or truth. 

 Regarding justification, the Bible is clear. “For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law” (Romans 3:28). “Because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with 

the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved” (Romans 10:9-10).  

 However, for SJWs, being good atheists, there is no eternal life. Rather, the more one is offended, the 

more one’s self-righteousness grows. A SJW is justified – declared righteous – by the SJW online mob. 

“They know God's decree, that those who practice such things deserve to die-- yet they not only do them 

but even applaud others who practice them” (Rom. 1.32).  

 This secular self-righteousness has no need for the Savior, effectively stripping the sinner of their sense 

of their own sinfulness and need for the Savior, and replacing this with a sense of self-righteousness.  

 Regarding forgiveness, the Bible is clear. Ps. 103.10-12; Ps. 130.3-4; Isa. 1.18; Isa. 43.25; Isa. 55.7; 

Ezek. 18.30-32; Luke 24.46-47; In the Word of God, forgiveness is an act of God’s grace to undeserving 

sinners (Eph. 2.8-9). Forgiveness does not depend on which social group you happen to be – Ezek. 18.4, 

20, and it can be received by faith based on our personal response to Jesus Christ today (1 John 1.9). 

 Forgiveness however does not exist in CT. CT has no mechanism for atonement. In CT, based on the 

concepts of “white fragility” and “privilege preserving epistemic pushback” and “white ignorance,” if 

you disagree with what CT says, you are therefore complicit in white racism and white supremacy.  

 The only way an oppressor can deflect their guilt is to become a “ally” of the oppressed – hence many of 

the most vocal SJWs are wealthy, white liberals who embrace the secular CT gospel of SJ because they 

have long drifted from their biblical worldview and prefer human applause to God’s approval.  

 Regarding truth claims, how do we evaluate one’s personal “lived experience” vs the inner conviction of 

the Holy Spirit? One’s inner conviction from the HS does not apply to all truths, but to the great truth 

claims of the Gospel, e.g. the deity of Jesus Christ, my personal sinfulness and irredeemable moral 

depravity, my final date and eternal destiny with death, and my forgiveness and cleansing and 

justification and promise of eternal life through faith in His atoning sacrifice on Calvary for me. 

 If you ask, “how do I know water boils at 100C?” I would not say “Through the convicting power of the 

Holy Spirit,” but I would appeal to scientific, objective, reproducible and external evidence.  

 In CT however, all truth claims outside of “lived experience”, including that water boils at 100C, are 

ultimately claims to power, and therefore are to be rejected. Every scientific scale – C or F – is really a 

tool to exclude the oppressed. What is needed is a personalized scale true to my “lived experience.” 

Hence, a SJW might say that “water boils when it is bubbly….but don’t take my word for it.” 

 Regarding apologetics, I enter the marketplace of ideas as a Christian, and I don’t demand that everyone 

accept and celebrate my own “lived experience” of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. I may share my 

testimony, and I may appeal to objective evidence, e.g. the evidence for creation vs evolution, or to 

reason for the existence of God via rational discussion, or point to evidence of God in someone’s life. 

 In CT however, everyone must accept my “lived experience” as objective truth, regardless of, and 

separate from, any other evidence. Absurdity is the outcome. Accept my identity as peanut butter! 

 Regarding the preaching of the Gospel, Jesus Christ commanded us to preach the Good News to the 

ends of the earth, as it is good news for every nation, tribe, language and people (Matt. 28.18-20).  



 CT however argues that so-called logic, reason and argument are merely the product of privilege, bias 

and power. Thus, all knowledge is socially situated, and only the “lived experience” of the most 

oppressed of all groups is to be accepted as truth. SJWs must therefore reject the Gospel, because it is 

not only based on “lived experience” but it is also based on an appeal to an external source of authority – 

the Word of God – which in CT is merely an pretext for the one proclaiming the Gospel to maintain 

hegemonic power. The Gospel preacher can be ignored because in the appeal to the Word of God, the 

preacher is actually trying to maintain his hegemonic power in society and to perpetuate oppression.  

 Regarding temporal outcomes, SJWs seek equal social temporal outcomes in all areas. There are no 

eternal outcomes. CT’s commitment to earthly ‘liberation’ as the ultimate good denies the Bible’s claim 

that God’s moral commandments are universally binding on all human beings. Equality of outcome in 

terms of social power, economic power and socio-economic outcomes is the objective.  

 This is based on “Emancipatory Politics.” EP understands the state to be the liberator of those who 

previously experienced political disenfranchisement. EP views society through the prism of power 

relationships in society. CT activists are thus not actually seeking equality or justice but power – naked 

political power, to impose their secular, anti-Christian worldview on society.  

 

All humans are equal, but some are more equal (>) than others….but;  

White heterosexual cisgender women > white heterosexual cis-gender men, but; 

Non-white heterosexual cis-gender men > white heterosexual cis-gender women, but;  

Non-white heterosexual cis-gender women > non-white heterosexual cis-gender men, but; 

White gays, lesbians and bisexuals > all previous groups; but;  

Non-white gays, lesbians and bisexuals > white gays, lesbians and bisexuals; but; 

Transgenders > all previous groups, including members of the LGBQ community; but; 

Muslims > all previous groups.  

 

 If a member of the most oppressed of all groups – the Muslim faith, preaches and appeals to the Koran 

and the hadeeth as the ultimate authority, this must be accepted according to SJWs. Why? In the CT 

worldview, when there is a conflict between these competing groups on the totem pole of oppression, 

the rights of the group that has experienced the most perceived oppression override the rights of all other 

groups. Hence, Muslim ideology always trumps LGBTQ rights. Birmingham school.  

 Thus, although SJWs argue for equal social outcomes, in reality it is a post-modern and post-Christian 

worldview that ends up destroying itself as the competing victim groups fight it out for priority. 

 For Christians, in terms of temporal outcomes, while we are taught to pray, “Give us this day our daily 

bread” (Matt. 6.11), we are also taught that “For even when we were with you, we gave you this 

command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat” (2 Thess. 3.10).  

 Regarding eternal outcomes, there are none in CT. From a biblical perspective however, God wants an 

equal eternal outcome for all. “The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is 

patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3.9).  

 However, Jesus taught that some are saved for eternity, and some are lost for eternity – John 3.16, and 

that God does not impose these equal eternal outcomes on humanity. “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who 

hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but 

has passed from death to life….Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in 

their graves will hear his voice and will come out-- those who have done good, to the resurrection of 

life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. (John 5.24, 28-29). The Bible 

teaches equality of opportunity rather than equality of outcome in both temporal and spiritual matters.  

 Finally, CT is self-destroying because it turns a blind eye to the power dynamics that CT itself creates 

and perpetuates. Power is context-dependent. Drop me in Saudi Arabia, and my western “Christian 

privilege” is a huge liability and I am now in an oppressed social group. Furthermore, if an evangelical 

Christian finds himself marginalized and excluded by those who embrace CT, then hasn’t ‘Critical 

Theory’ become a means of oppression? When applied universally, CT collapses on itself.  

 The key differences between the CT and a biblical worldview may be summarized as follows: 



Dimension of 

Worldview 

CT Worldview Biblical Worldview 

Identity A member of a social group, either 

oppressor or oppressed 

All humans are created in the image of God 

with equal moral worth 

Ultimate 

authority 

Subjective “lived experience.”  The Word of God. 2 Tim. 3.16-17.  

Common 

enemy 

Members of the oppressive groups. 

Solidarity is found in oppression. 

Sin, Satan and death. Solidarity is found in 

redemption.  

Power By definition, all power is abusive, 

including parent-ism, ableism and 

marriage-ism. 

Loving power relationships are necessary, e.g. 

parenting children and it is the abuse of power 

that is oppressive, not power per se. 

Sin No action taken against a member of an 

oppressor group can be sinful. 

All humans are sinful, sin is against God, and 

all are morally accountable for their actions, 

regardless of social group identity. 

Mechanism for 

forgiveness 

None. Provided through confession, repentance and 

receiving the gift of grace. 1 John 1.9.  

Justification Self-righteousness via social applause. Free gift of God, given through grace to those 

who confess, repent and believe. Rom. 10.9-10.  

Truth claims To be rejected as they represent tools of 

oppression by the oppressors in society. 

To be validated by scientific research and 

respectful dialogue. Jesus is the ultimate Truth. 

John 14.6. 

Conversion Through alleged social guilt and SJW 

mob pressure. 

Through the heart movement of the Holy Spirit 

convicting of sin. John 16.8-11.  

Ultimate 

outcomes 

Government’s role is to engineer equal 

social outcomes economically and equal 

power distribution in society, regardless 

of personal opportunity and personal 

responsibility. 

Equal opportunity for all but personal 

responsibility for temporal and eternal 

outcomes. God wishes for all to receive eternal 

life, but most will be lost for eternity, despite 

the offer of salvation to all who believe. 2 Peter 

3.9.  

Ultimate judge 

and source of 

morality 

Whatever is trending on Twitter and 

secular, combined with humanist and 

atheist CT writings. 

A loving Heavenly Father who revealed 

Himself through the death of His Son on 

Calvary. John 3.16-17.  

Freedom of 

conscience 

None. The individual must give way to 

SJW mob-rule. 

Absolute. God never compels but always 

respects the conscience of a human being. Ezek. 

18.30-32.  

 

Conclusion 

 

 CT does remind of us some truths – power does corrupt, we are often blind to the impact of our actions 

on others, Christians have been complicit in oppression and in the wider sins of our societies, and the 

Church historically has been slow to take up the cause of the oppressed. Many progressive Adventists 

are embracing CT (consciously or unconsciously) because they are convinced that our Church does not 

care about racism, sexism, or poverty. 

 However, CT is a secular, atheist worldview antithetically opposed to the Bible that inevitably ends in 

the elimination of freedom of conscience, religious liberty and any Christian witness in society at all.  

 So, while we reject CT, we are called in each generation to articulate afresh a vibrant and distinctive 

Christian approach to biblical justice, not social justice….biblical justice grounded in a biblical 

worldview.  

 Let us therefore show with our lives that we follow a Savior who died for all people, regardless of who 

or where they are, who came to ‘set the oppressed free and break every yoke’ and who calls us to 

surrender our lives to bring hope and healing to a broken world. 


