
Yule School

www.coffeewithcarrie.org

Family-style activities designed to help you slow
down, make memories, and celebrate the true

meaning of the season

Homeschooling Through the Holidays 



For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,

    and the government will be 
on his shoulders.

And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.
Of the greatness of his 
government and peace
    there will be no end.

ISAIAH 9:6-7



Welcome to Yule School!

Happy Advent & Merry Christmas! ¡Feliz Navidad! Buon Natale! Joyeux Noël! Frohe
Weihnachten! Mele Kalikimaka! メリークリスマス

Every holiday season, I encourage homeschool moms to take a Sabbath break for the entire
month of December! Yule School is my way of helping you do that! I don’t want your holidays to
be full of stress. I don’t want your December to be wearisome or chaotic. This December, take
the entire month off from formal lessons to truly celebrate the reason for the season. Yule School
is full of ideas to help you literally take the entire month of December off from formal lessons so
you can enjoy the holidays. Put your usual textbooks on the shelf. Replace your formal curriculum
with your holiday preparations and family traditions. Snuggle on the couch for extended family
read aloud time. Use your baking, shopping, and wrapping as your math lessons. Take long
walks in nature to enjoy the stillness and the beauty of winter. I pray this year’s Advent will be
holy and peaceful. I pray this year’s Christmas season will be restful and joyous. I’m here to help
you enjoy the season while making family connections and memories. 

Check out the Advent Devotions at www.coffeewithcarrie.org.  I’ve included scripture and
carols for each Week of Advent. This is a “grab & go,” print-ready resource you can use for
daily devotions or weekly advent prayers. It includes scripture to memorize (and copy work for
younger students). 

Check out Christmas Around the World mini-unit at www.coffeewithcarrie.org.  During the
month of December, learn how Christmas is celebrated around the world. First, read the picture
book, A World of Cookies for Santa: Follow Santa's Tasty Trip Around the World by M.E. Furman.
Start with the county (or countries) of your family’s heritage. Then pick countries around the
world you would like to learn more about. I’ve included eight countries to get you started! Each
day, learn about a new country.

Merry Christmas,

PARENT
NoteTO THE 

www.coffeewithcarrie.org

https://www.amazon.com/World-Cookies-Santa-Follow-Santas/dp/0544226208/ref=sr_1_1?crid=R2O5LTZ2623T&keywords=christmas+cookies+for+santa+around+world&qid=1693784111&s=books&sprefix=christmas+cookies+for+santa+around+world%2Cstripbooks%2C186&sr=1-1


Create an Advent Wreath 
Real (or artificial) 12” to 24” wreath (or fresh evergreen branches)
3 purple jar candles 
1 pink jar candle

**My favorite is the 4 Pcs Christmas Nativity Scene Candle Holders for Purple and Pink Tealight
Candles**

Create an Advent Calendar  or Book Countdown( Jólabókaflóðið Iceland Book Flood)
Wrapping Paper (simple is best)
24 Gift Tags labeled #1-#24
Basket
24 Christmas, Nativity, Advent, and Winter Picture books 
Listen to Coffee With Carrie episode # 295, “Christmas Countdown” for details.

***There is no need to buy 24 new Christmas picture books. Search your shelves for Christmas
and winter picture books that you already own. Then splurge on purchasing 1-3 new ones to
add to your collection this year. See list of Recommended Book List for ideas** 

Christmas Carols Devotionals
Create a Spotify list of your favorite traditional Christmas Carols.  Include the following:
“Go Tell it on the Mountains,” “Silent Night,” “We Three Kings,” “Joy to the World,” “Friendly
Beasts,” and your favorite excerpts from “The Messiah” and/or “The Nutcracker.”
Listen to Episode #296 “Christmas Schooling with Christmas Carols.” 

Recommended Advent Devotionals & Other Books to order (or Borrow):
A World of Cookies for Santa: Follow Santa's Tasty Trip Around the World: A Christmas Holiday
Book for Kids by M.E. Furman 

PICK ONE (you don’t need all four)
The Story of Christmas Story Book Set & Advent Calendar by Carolyn Croll (Whole family)
Jotham's Journey: A Storybook for Advent (Storybooks for Advent) by Arnold Ytreeide (Older
students)
The Jesus Storybook Bible A Christmas Collection: Stories, songs, and reflections for the
Advent season by Sally Lloyd-Jones (Younger Students)
Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of Christmas by  Ann Voskamp 

YULE SCHOOL
Prepare FOR

https://amzn.to/40zGNLz
https://amzn.to/40zGNLz
https://amzn.to/4fiU2EO
https://amzn.to/48GZ6R1
https://coffeewithcarrie.org/podcast
https://www.buzzsprout.com/939064/episodes/18032256
https://www.buzzsprout.com/939064/episodes/18032256
https://amzn.to/40DKCPI
https://amzn.to/40DKCPI
https://amzn.to/3UKtzHU
https://amzn.to/4fF31jk
https://amzn.to/3YG4m2z
https://amzn.to/3YG4m2z


Book Recommendations
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKS
The Story of Christmas Story Book Set & Advent Calendar by
Carolyn Croll (Whole family)

Jotham's Journey: A Storybook for Advent (Storybooks for
Advent) by Arnold Ytreeide (Older students)

The Jesus Storybook Bible A Christmas Collection: Stories, songs,
and reflections for the Advent season by Sally Lloyd-Jones
(Younger Students)

Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of
Christmas by  Ann Voskamp (whole family)

CHAPTER BOOKS (**Audible Versions are awesome!)
** Best Christmas Pageant Ever by  Barbara Robinson

A Little House Christmas by Laura Ingalls Wilder

**A Christmas Carol by Dickens

**The Family Under the Bridge by Natalie Savage Carlson 

**A Boy Called Christmas by Matt Haig 

**The True Gift by Patricia MacLachlan

Nancy and Plum by Betty MacDonald

The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements

The Story of the Fourth Wise Man by Henry van Dyke 
(Start reading on Epiphany to prepare for Easter) 

https://amzn.to/4fCUmhn
https://amzn.to/3YIveip
https://amzn.to/3YIveip
https://amzn.to/4eqJ8M5
https://amzn.to/4eqJ8M5
https://amzn.to/4hCOAOF
https://amzn.to/4hCOAOF
https://amzn.to/3YF5CmQ
https://amzn.to/3YX7Cbm
https://amzn.to/4fHXI2X
https://amzn.to/3O4sZRP
https://amzn.to/3YG864i
https://amzn.to/3AxAHAO
https://amzn.to/4fFTnNK
https://amzn.to/3ULwAYy


MEANING OF CHRISTMAS PICTURE BOOKS

'Twas the Evening of Christmas by  Glenys Nellist 

Humphrey's First Christmas by  Carol Heyer

The Gift of the Magi by O’Henry

One Starry Night by  Lauren Thompson 

Christmas in the Barn by Margret Wise Brown

The First Christmas (Pop Up Book) by  Tomie dePaola 

The Little Drummer Boy by  Ezra Jack Keats 

The Crippled Lamb: A Christmas Story about Finding Your
Purpose by  Max Lucado 

Room for a Little One: A Christmas Tale by  Martin Waddell

The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg

Great Joy by  Kate DiCamillo

Silent Night (The Christmas Choir) by  Lara Hawthorne

The Friendly Beasts: an old English Christmas Carol by 
Tomie dePaola 

Lullaby for the King by Nikki Grimes

Read aloud a picture book a day. Use these
recommendations to create your Advent Christmas Book
Calendar (Countdown) & Jólabókaflóðið (Iceland Book

Flood) Activity

https://amzn.to/3CmnjQs
https://amzn.to/3YY9Oza
https://amzn.to/4fCUmhn
https://amzn.to/4fCUmhn
https://www.amazon.com/Carol-Heyer/e/B001JSDS4C/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://amzn.to/3UIJ03s
https://amzn.to/3YYJSDB
https://amzn.to/4hGPIkf
https://amzn.to/4ej9BeB
https://amzn.to/3AphGAz
https://amzn.to/3YICevH
https://amzn.to/3YICevH
https://amzn.to/3CiyWI9
https://amzn.to/3CkvoVL
https://amzn.to/3YzH6mM
https://amzn.to/3YBtozY
https://amzn.to/3YHN1qf
https://amzn.to/4eleKTf


CULTURAL CHRISTMAS PICTURE BOOKS
A World of Cookies for Santa: Follow Santa's Tasty Trip Around
the World: A Christmas Holiday Book by  M.E. Furman 

24 Christmas Stories: Faith and Traditions from Around the
World by  Judith Bouilloc 

The Legend of Old Befana: An Italian Christmas Story by  Tomie
dePaola 

Merry Christmas, Strega Nona (Italian Christmas ) by  Tomie
dePaola 

The Baker's Dozen: A Saint Nicholas Tale by  Aaron Shepard

The Night of Las Posadas by  Tomie dePaola 

Christmas Tapestry by  Patricia Polacco 

The Legend of the Poinsettia by  Tomie dePaola 

Cobweb Christmas: The Tradition of Tinsel by  Shirley Climo

Brigid's Cloak (An Irish Story) by  Bryce Milligan 

Lucia Morning in Sweden by  Ewa Rydaker

The Christmas Book Flood (Icelandic Tradition) by  Emily
Kilgore

Babushka: A Christmas Tale by  Dawn Casey 

An Island Christmas by  Lynn Joseph

Tree of Cranes by  Allen Say

Cajun Night Before Christmas by Trosclair

https://amzn.to/4hJgk48
https://amzn.to/4hJgk48
https://amzn.to/3Z2Hc71
https://amzn.to/3Z2Hc71
https://amzn.to/3UGnUTt
https://amzn.to/4ew13RK
https://amzn.to/3YVa5mx
https://amzn.to/4emrjhi
https://amzn.to/3YZcI6S
https://amzn.to/40AmLR6
https://amzn.to/48KPIM0
https://amzn.to/3AzM9Ma
https://amzn.to/4emIBe7
https://amzn.to/3YBtQ18
https://amzn.to/48Gze7G
https://amzn.to/4emIyiq
https://amzn.to/3YIxEO9
https://amzn.to/40Hc2EE


GENERAL CHRISTMAS & WINTER PICTURE BOOKS
The Night Before Christmas (any version) **My favorite is by Jan
Brett**

How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss

Gingerbread Christmas by Jan Brett

The. Wild Christmas Reindeer by Jan Brett

The Story of Holly and Ivy by Godden  & Cooney 

The Nutcracker (any version) **My favorite is by Jan Brett

Little Red Sleig by Erin Guendelsberger

Mr. Willowby's Christmas by  Robert Barry 

The Little Fir Tree by Margret Wise Brown

If You Take a Mouse to the Movies by Laura Numeroff 

An Orange for Frankie by  Patricia Polacco 

The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey  by  Susan
Wojciechowski

Dasher: How a Brave Little Doe Changed Christmas Forever by
Matt Tavares 

Dream Snow by Eric Carle

Shooting at the Stars by John Hendrix 

Olive, the Other Reindeer by Vivian Walsh

Book Recommendations

https://amzn.to/3YKMio2
https://amzn.to/3YKMio2
https://amzn.to/3YDzu2V
https://amzn.to/4fq2e6j
https://amzn.to/3UGSJY4
https://amzn.to/3AIyfY3
https://www.amazon.com/Rumer-Godden/e/B000APBPP4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Barbara-Cooney/e/B001H6RSYM/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://amzn.to/3NZTbgb
https://amzn.to/3NZTbgb
https://amzn.to/3NZzkOa
https://amzn.to/3AAZFPA
https://amzn.to/40KWyzv
https://amzn.to/3CiyI3L
https://amzn.to/3ULTKyd
https://amzn.to/3ULTKyd
https://amzn.to/3ULTKyd
https://amzn.to/40YrEnp
https://amzn.to/40EK108
https://amzn.to/4epmyTW
https://amzn.to/3NYX59l

