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School At Home 
Traditional homeschooling is essentially doing school-at-home, using similar 
methods to those used in public or private schools. This is the educational model that 
parents are most familiar with usually utilize textbooks, desks, wall posters, and other 
items that mimic the conventional school setting. In addition, traditional 
homeschoolers usually utilize a lecture teaching style, have their days solidly 
scheduled, make frequent use of tests and quizzes to track progress, and try to align 
their curriculum with what their local school follows. Many homeschooling moms 
(and dads) appreciate the familiarity and accountability that traditional 
homeschooling provides. 
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Textbooks 
A traditional approach to school at home usually utilizes 
textbooks for each subject for each child in each grade level.  
While the students may or may not have traditional desks, 
they will each have their own basket, book bag, or shelf that 
has a textbook or workbook for all of the core subjects and 
sometimes even for electives.  Since this is the approach and 
method many moms are used to, this is a very comfortable 
and familiar way to homeschool with confidence.  
CAUTION:  This approach also leads to homeschool burn 
out the fastest. 

All In One Box Curriculum 
Since a school at home approach usually uses traditional 
textbooks, it is easier to purchase curriculum for each 
student from a Christian curriculum publisher for each child.  
It helps with uniformity if the student is using the same kind 
of textbook and publisher for math, English, science, social 
studies, etc.  CAUTION:  Purchasing all in one box for each 
child for each grade level can get very costly!  Many 
workbooks are consumables so they cannot be saved and 
used in the future with another child.   

Testing & Standards 
Many moms use this approach because they like the accountability 
of staying “on track” with the public school down the street.  While 
they may intend to homeschool through high school, they want to 
make sure their children learn the same things as traditional 
school students.   Because of this, traditional assessments are used 
such as objective tests, annual standardized tests, and fill in the 
blank worksheets.  Traditional grades and report cards are given, 
attendance records are kept and samples are collected.  Some 
states require homeschoolers to do all of the above, but California 
does not.  However many moms using the traditional approach 
will do all of the above anyway.  CAUTION:  If you register with a 
charter school, you will be required to hand in traditional samples, 
keep attendance, grade assignments, learn state standards for 
each grade level and take standardized tests.  Charter schools are 
public schools without a campus.   
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METHODS 

Learning the different aspects of this method will help you educate the whole child, and grow 
an independent, self learner. If you feel lead to use a traditional approach to homeschooling, 
I recommend you incorporate the following components in your homeschool:  

Use a traditional textbook or curriculum from a Christian publisher. 
Read Classic literature and primary documents by great thinkers and theologians.  
Use workbooks, tests, and quizzes as a way to teach, reinforce and assess.   
Try to teach the standards in each subject for your child’s grade level. 
Grammar instruction which includes parts of speech, diagraming and parsing of 
sentences 
Do map work, memorize states and countries, and learn geography 
Learn science from an apologetic perspective so students learn to evaluate information 
presented and argue effectively for truth. 
Learn about master artists as well as art history or learn how to draw. 
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Learn about composers, the orchestra, and music history or learn how to plan an 
instrument. 
Model a love of learning for your kids by reading, memorizing or writing right alongside 
them, and always learn about new things.  
Engage in lots of discussions about life, ideas, topics, and interests especially with middle 
and high schoolers.  Teach  your children how to express themselves politely, boldly and 
effectively.   
Drill (in fun ways) is used to memorize facts and the building blocks of each subject. 
Quantity is usually emphasized over quality.  Staying on track and finishing each 
textbook and subject before summer is usually the goal. 
High School students tend to take a lot of outside classes, online classes and college level 
classes. 
Create a schedule that includes the core subjects:  Literature (and phonics for younger), 
composition, grammar (and spelling), math, science, social studies (and map work), 
electives, P. E. and penmanship.  You do not have to do all of these topics every day but 
traditional homeschoolers will feel more comfortable when every subject is completed 
each day of the week.    
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RESOURCES TO READ 

The Traditional approach to homeschooling will look and feel 
much like traditional school.  There will be a set time to do 
school work, set lessons plans and days for assessment.  Doing 
school at home has all of the familiar subjects and methods but 
without the political agendas, bulling issues and social media.  If  
you were taught in the traditional school system and/or your 
child is coming home from years of traditional schooling, this approach will feel 
somewhat familiar to you but you will be challenged by the fact you are now the 
planner, teacher and assessor.  Your homeschool assessment shows this is the type of 
education you gravitate towards, you feel more comfortable doing and you value in 
education.  Do not feel you need to read all of these resources before beginning your 
new homeschooling journey.  I recommend you become acquainted with the 
following books, authors, websites and ideas as you walk this homeschooling journey 
(links provided in pdf file).  Pick a few to read before you begin and then read a few 
new ones each year you homeschool for inspiration and for new ideas along the way.   
Remember, you CAN do this!  There is no teacher who loves and cares more about 
your child and his success than  you and even your worst day of homeschooling is 
better than the best day in public school. 

For the Children’s Sake: Foundations of Education for Home and School by Susan 
Schaefer MacAuthor 

Home Learning Year by Year:  How to Design a Homeschool Curriculum by Rebecca 
Rupp 

Educating the Wholehearted Child by Clay and Sally Clarkson 

Homeschooling for Excellence by David and Micki Colfax 

What Your First Grader Needs to Know Series by E. D. Hirsch Jr.  

The Three R’s by Ruth Beechick 
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https://smile.amazon.com/Childrens-Sake-Foundations-Education-School/dp/1433506955/ref=pd_sbs_14_2/144-8024706-8579539?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1433506955&pd_rd_r=064cd685-1723-4719-b872-d70821432418&pd_rd_w=ubx4S&pd_rd_wg=lpMch&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=H744D3J0CTQ6JQ4T1VE8&psc=1&refRID=H744D3J0CTQ6JQ4T1VE8
https://smile.amazon.com/Home-Learning-Year-Homeschool-Curriculum/dp/0609805851/ref=sr_1_15?keywords=homeschool+how+to&qid=1565102384&s=gateway&sr=8-15
https://smile.amazon.com/Educating-WholeHearted-Child-Clarkson-Sally/dp/1932012958/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1DH6JEMA1J5FY&keywords=educating+the+wholehearted+child&qid=1564506508&s=books&sprefix=Educating+the+Whole%2Cstripbooks%2C202&sr=1-2
https://smile.amazon.com/Homeschooling-Excellence-David-Colfax/dp/0446389862/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8LH5KCBRW6Y2&keywords=homeschooling+for+excellence&qid=1564846950&s=books&sprefix=excellence+in+hom%2Cstripbooks%2C380&sr=1-1
https://smile.amazon.com/First-Grader-Needs-Revised-Updated/dp/0553392387/ref=pd_sbs_14_8?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0553392387&pd_rd_r=e0518b41-358c-4431-a9e6-8f0972b0d163&pd_rd_w=LorO4&pd_rd_wg=t19dI&pf_rd_p=43281256-7633-49c8-b909-7ffd7d8cb21e&pf_rd_r=1DK9QGSYVWNG9H4MSFXX&psc=1&refRID=1DK9QGSYVWNG9H4MSFXX
https://smile.amazon.com/Three-Rs-Ruth-Beechick/dp/0880620749/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2LV77JAVYIPPD&keywords=ruth+beechick%27s+three-r%27s+series&qid=1565102599&s=gateway&sprefix=Ruth+Bee%2Caps%2C208&sr=8-1
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You Can Teach Your Child Successfully by Ruth Beechick 

The First Year of Homeschooling Your Child:  Your Complete Guide to Getting Off to the 
Right Start by Linda Dobson 

Everything You Need to Ace In One Big Fat Notebook series by Workman publishing 

Teaching From Rest:  A Homeschooler’s Guide to Unshakeable Peace by Sarah 
Mackenzie  

Homeschool Bravely:  How To Squash Doubt, Trust God and Teach Your Child with 
Confidence by Jamie Erickson 

The Life-giving Home:  Creating a Place of Belonging and Becoming by Sally and Sarah 
Clarkson 
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https://smile.amazon.com/You-Teach-Your-Child-Successfully/dp/0940319047/ref=pd_bxgy_14_2/144-8024706-8579539?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0940319047&pd_rd_r=3b770aee-4d07-4c1d-97e2-33eeb3dbf243&pd_rd_w=1mNwW&pd_rd_wg=Fzz8T&pf_rd_p=a2006322-0bc0-4db9-a08e-d168c18ce6f0&pf_rd_r=40TCTKV8RZPRXV85VVYS&psc=1&refRID=40TCTKV8RZPRXV85VVYS
https://smile.amazon.com/First-Year-Homeschooling-Your-Child/dp/0761527885/ref=pd_sbs_14_26?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0761527885&pd_rd_r=84df4e6a-644e-4440-84e4-ee7ba8382dae&pd_rd_w=XtsnG&pd_rd_wg=Eg3m4&pf_rd_p=43281256-7633-49c8-b909-7ffd7d8cb21e&pf_rd_r=07MM7NEC1E57XAQ4KSVR&psc=1&refRID=07MM7NEC1E57XAQ4KSVR
https://smile.amazon.com/First-Year-Homeschooling-Your-Child/dp/0761527885/ref=pd_sbs_14_26?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0761527885&pd_rd_r=84df4e6a-644e-4440-84e4-ee7ba8382dae&pd_rd_w=XtsnG&pd_rd_wg=Eg3m4&pf_rd_p=43281256-7633-49c8-b909-7ffd7d8cb21e&pf_rd_r=07MM7NEC1E57XAQ4KSVR&psc=1&refRID=07MM7NEC1E57XAQ4KSVR
https://smile.amazon.com/Everything-Need-American-History-Notebook/dp/0761160833/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=US+history+for+middle+school&qid=1565102752&s=books&sr=1-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Teaching-Rest-Homeschoolers-Guide-Unshakable/dp/1600512879/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/144-8024706-8579539?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1600512879&pd_rd_r=d6d880ec-aaf3-439e-8721-fbef72c153ec&pd_rd_w=GBCvs&pd_rd_wg=ofzWD&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=2NQA2Y3PFB3GNYQKS4GX&psc=1&refRID=2NQA2Y3PFB3GNYQKS4GX
https://smile.amazon.com/Homeschool-Bravely-Squash-Doubt-Confidence/dp/0802418872/ref=pd_sbs_14_6/144-8024706-8579539?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0802418872&pd_rd_r=31faed6c-a42f-4e93-b725-31655154f61e&pd_rd_w=ahzp8&pd_rd_wg=f7qTv&pf_rd_p=43281256-7633-49c8-b909-7ffd7d8cb21e&pf_rd_r=V2WBNPWED9755BGG5QJQ&psc=1&refRID=V2WBNPWED9755BGG5QJQ
https://smile.amazon.com/Homeschool-Bravely-Squash-Doubt-Confidence/dp/0802418872/ref=pd_sbs_14_6/144-8024706-8579539?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0802418872&pd_rd_r=31faed6c-a42f-4e93-b725-31655154f61e&pd_rd_w=ahzp8&pd_rd_wg=f7qTv&pf_rd_p=43281256-7633-49c8-b909-7ffd7d8cb21e&pf_rd_r=V2WBNPWED9755BGG5QJQ&psc=1&refRID=V2WBNPWED9755BGG5QJQ
https://smile.amazon.com/Lifegiving-Home-Creating-Belonging-Becoming/dp/1496403371/ref=pd_sbs_14_7?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1496403371&pd_rd_r=1f6a2abd-030a-483b-9a84-987f44c17119&pd_rd_w=Cy1cP&pd_rd_wg=fidne&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=P8M55KBM54QXSQSH11TV&psc=1&refRID=P8M55KBM54QXSQSH11TV
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CURRICULUM CHOICES 

This list is not exhaustive but it represents the most updated, 
relevant, and engaging resources for a traditional “school at 
home” approach.    If you choose to purchase an “all in one” box 
curriculum for each child, you only need the Christian publisher 
(or online curriculum) websites.  If you decide to use different 
publishers for each subject (or child), then additional resources 
for each academic subject are listed as well.   Links to websites 
are included in pdf file if applicable. 

CHRISTIAN TEXBOOK PUBLISHERS (K-12): 
Abeka  
Accelerated Christian Education (ACE PACE Packets) 
Bob Jones University (BJY) Press 
Christian Liberty Press (and testing services) 
Rod and Staff (Milestone Books) 
The Good and the Beautiful  
Easypeasy All in One Online (Free) 

ONLINE CURRICULUM (SECULAR): 
K-12  
Keystone 
Time 4 Learning 

LITERATURE, READING & SPELLING INSTRUCTION 
The Writing Road to Reading by Romalda Bishop Spalding 
All About Reading and All About Spelling curriculum 
Barton Reading & Spelling System  
Sonlight  (Literature approach) 
Library card and lots of great books and classics 
Explode the Code Series  
Linguistic Development through Poetry Memorization by IEW 

WRITING & GRAMMAR INSTRUCTION  
Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW)  
Shurley English 
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WORD OF 
CAUTION:


Try NOT spend a lot of 
money on curriculum.  
Implementing a 
Traditional Approach 
can get costly when 
purchasing textbooks 
for each subject for 
each child.    

With any new 
curriculum, first try to 
borrow someone else’s 
or buy used before 
investing in new 
expensive curriculum. 
Remember:  What 
works great for your 
friend may not be best 
for your family.  
  
If something doesn’t 
seem to be working, try 
not to switch to soon.  
It can get very costly if 
you keep buying new 
curriculum. 

http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://www.milestonebooks.com/list/Rod_and_Staff_Curriculum/
https://www.goodandbeautiful.com/pre-k-8-curriculum/
https://allinonehomeschool.com
https://www.k12.com
https://enroll.keystoneschoolonline.com/private-individual.html?st=keystone&product=keystonegen&leadsource=sem&leadsource=sem&adobe_mc_sdid=SDID%3D7D7CB0759FE02071-2308026CD5EA538D%7CMCORGID%3D4F4753D9552FC9B20A4C98C6%40AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1565105987&adobe_mc_ref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&gclid=CjwKCAjwyqTqBRAyEiwA8K_4Oz_NvBRmebGMFwEvU32UJ6khZ3zHEMhz7amWTqSlkwfydnjLDsDzuhoCY78QAvD_BwE&vendor=acronym&utm_source=Google%20Adwords&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CA%3ESEM%3EBrand%3EGoogle%3EPrivate%3EKEY%3EBrand%3EBMM&utm_term=&ad_group=CA%3EKeystone%20Home&lead_source_detail=Google%20Adwords&keyword_match=&ef_id=CjwKCAjwyqTqBRAyEiwA8K_4Oz_NvBRmebGMFwEvU32UJ6khZ3zHEMhz7amWTqSlkwfydnjLDsDzuhoCY78QAvD_BwE%3AG%3As&s_kwcid=AL!2165!3!319575796310!b!!g!!%2Bkeystone%20%2Bonline%20%2Bhomeschool&mboxSession=9eb3f4f4533c4a80b9e2a9db48a7807b
https://www.time4learning.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjwyqTqBRAyEiwA8K_4O1eQkNB8OKMO4mFPvZlzpAm-O-87MjvdknvxLuKXA_C5BLBn2aoPbhoCRCsQAvD_BwE
https://smile.amazon.com/Writing-Road-Reading-6th-Rev/dp/0062083937/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=writing+road+to+reading&qid=1564848633&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/all-about-reading/
https://bartonreading.com
https://www.sonlight.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Explode-Essential-Lessons-Phonics-Mastery/dp/B007D0GM3O/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=explode+the+code&qid=1565106147&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://iew.com/shop/products/linguistic-development-through-poetry-memorization-teachers-manual-cds
https://iew.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Shurley-English-Level-Homeschooling-Composition/dp/1585610372/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=shurley+english&qid=1564849131&s=gateway&sr=8-1
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Fix It Grammar (IEW) 
Winston Grammar  
Daily Grams (Grades 3-high school) 
Worldly Wise Vocabulary 

FOREIGN LANUGAGE INSTRUCTION 
Duolingo (free and almost all languages)  
Rosetta Stone 

MATH INSTRUCTION 
Teaching Textbooks 
Saxon Math 
Mathnasium Tutoring Centers 

HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY INSTRUCTION 
Notgrass History  
The Mystery of History (Volume 1, 2, 3 & 4) 
Story of the World Vol 1, 2, 3 and 4 by Susan Wise Bauer 
Tapestry of Grace  
My Father’s World (gentle approach to classical education) 

SCIENCE INSTRUCTION 
Apologia Explore’s Series  
101 Science DVD’s 

ART & MUSIC INSTRUCTION 
Drawing with Children by Mona Brookes 
Free Art Lessons online by Hodgepodge 
Draw Write Now Series Vol 1- 8 by Marie Habitzel 
Draw the World:  An Easy Step-By-Step Approach by Kristin Draeger 
Meet the Master’s Art Homeschool Program 
Visit Art Museums 
Classics for Kids Website  
Attend great musicals, symphonies, and operas 
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http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Daily-Grams-Guided-Review-Mastery/dp/0936981342/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=daily+grams&qid=1565106325&s=gateway&sr=8-6
http://www.apple.com
https://www.duolingo.com
http://www.teachingtextbooks.com
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/saxon-math
http://www.apple.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Mystery-History-1-Revised-2nd/dp/189242729X/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=mystery+of+history&qid=1564850288&s=books&sr=1-6
https://smile.amazon.com/Story-World-History-Classical-Earliest/dp/1933339004/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=story+of+world+volume+2&qid=1564518435&s=books&sr=1-6
http://www.tapestryofgrace.com/index.php
https://www.mfwbooks.com
https://www.apologia.com/product-category/science/
http://www.apple.com
https://smile.amazon.com/Drawing-Children-Creative-Method-Beginners/dp/0874778271/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=how+to+draw+art+lessons+mona&qid=1564852760&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.hodgepodge.me/100-free-art-lessons-ages/?ref=95
https://smile.amazon.com/Draw-Write-Now-Book-Characters/dp/1933407557/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Z65KT0NM5IT8&keywords=draw+write+now+book+1&qid=1564519947&s=books&sprefix=draw+write+now%2Cstripbooks%2C216&sr=1-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Draw-World-Outline-Continents-Oceans/dp/1542363438/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=how+to+draw+the+world&qid=1564853550&s=books&sr=1-3
https://mtmhomeschool4art.com
https://www.classicsforkids.com/composers/composer_profile.php?id=36
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GAMES 
While playing games is not a major component of a traditional “school at home” 
approach, games along with music help students memorize facts, figures and dates 
that they need to learn for tests and assessments.   Visit FUNdamentals Games list on 
Amazon for recommendations of hours of fun and learning:  https://
smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1279N3ZFISS9H  
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https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1279N3ZFISS9H
https://smile.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1279N3ZFISS9H

