
Epiphany
Celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas

“Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? We
saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”

~ Matthew 2:2 
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12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
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Many will immediately add up the gifts this way: 1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6 + 7 + 8 + 9 + 10 + 11 + 12 =

That’s quite a heap of presents! However, is this what the song really says? Is ONE gift given
each day?” After a closer look at the lyrics, you will see that on the second day, it appears
that the “true love” gives three gifts- two turtle doves and another partridge in a pear tree! 

Let the math fun begin! List the days and the number of presents given! Predict the grand
total before actually doing the figuring. 
Day 1 - 1 gift 
Day 2 - 3 gifts 
Day 3 - 6 gifts 
Day 4 - 10 gifts .... and so on. 

Do you notice any patterns? Check this one out! 
Day 1 : 1 
Day 2 : 3 (1 + 2) 
Day 3 : 6 (1 + 2 + 3) 
Day 4 : 10 (1 + 2 + 3 + 4) 

The numbers of gifts received are all “triangular numbers,” numbers that can be formed by
dots in triangles. 

The 12 Days of Christmas offers a fun way to connect your holiday sing-a-long with math! 

ASK: Have you ever wondered how many gifts in total were received?

SING Print the lyrics and sing “The Twelve Days of Christmas.

Use this pattern and/or the worksheets
provided to help you figure out the grand
total of gifts received on the twelth day of

Christmas 

www.coffeewithcarrie.org



On the first day of Christmas,
My true love gave to me A
partridge in a pear tree.

On the second day of
Christmas,
My true love gave to me
Two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree.

On the third day of Christmas,
My true love gave to me
Three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree! 

On the fourth day of
Christmas,
My true love gave to me
Four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree!

On the fifth day of Christmas,
My true love gave to me
Five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree! 

On the sixth day of Christmas,
My true love gave to me
Six geese a-laying,
five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree!

On the seventh day of
Christmas,
My true love gave to me
Seven swans a-swimming,
six geese a-laying,
five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree!

On the eighth day of Christmas, My true love gave to me
Eight maids a-milking, seven swans a-swimming, six
geese a-laying, five golden rings. four calling birds, three
French hens, two turtle doves and a partridge in a pear
tree!

On the ninth day of Christmas,My true love gave to me
Nine ladies dancing,
eight maids a-milking,
seven swans a-swimming,
six geese a-laying,
five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree! 

On the tenth day of Christmas,My true love gave to me
Ten lords a-leaping,
nine ladies dancing,
eight maids a-milking,
seven swans a-swimming,
six geese a-laying,
five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree!

On the eleventh day of Christmas,My true love gave to me
Eleven pipers piping,
ten lords a-leaping,
nine ladies dancing,
eight maids a-milking,
seven swans a-swimming,
six geese a-laying,
five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree! 

On the twelfth day of Christmas,My true love gave to me
Twelve drummers drumming,
eleven pipers piping,
ten lords a-leaping,
nine ladies dancing,
eight maids a-milking,
seven swans a-swimming,
six geese a-laying,
five golden rings.
four calling birds,
three French hens,
two turtle doves
and a partridge in a pear tree!



Directions: Record the number of gifts received for each day as a number sentence.

First
day

Fifth
day

Sixth
day

Third
day

Fourth
day

Second
day

How many gifts were received in total?  CLICK HERE FOR THE ANSWER

Ninth
day

Tenth
day

Eighth
day

Twelfth
day

Seventh
day

Eleventh
day

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +5 + 6 +7 = 28

https://www.mathsisfun.com/puzzles/12-days-of-christmas.html


Directions: Calculate how many of each gift were received in total.

French hens

Turtle doves

Calling birds

Golden rings

Geese a-laying

Partridge in a pear
tree

Pipers piping

Ladies dancing

Lords a-leaping

Maids a-milking

Swans a-swimming

Drummers drumming




