TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 16th November 2025

HOW IS YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE?

Commentary on 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 by Mara Richards Bim. Disciplines, in Upper Room, November

In Second Thessalonians, the author
emphasises the importance of commu-
nity both to the early church as a whole
and to the spiritual lives of the individu-
als within it. In fact, the letter goes so
far as to say that the “busybodies” who
are deliberately disrupting the life of the
community should not be allowed to
share in the communal meals.

Some present-day politicians misuse
this passage to justify tying work re-
quirements to poor people being able
to feed themselves and their families.
The letter to the Thessalonians is not
addressing those who cannot partici-
pate in the work of the community be-
cause of physical differences, mental
illness, or lack of available work. Nor is
the author’s assertion simply about
sending some of the community mem-
bers to bed hungry. Such a command
would be contrary to Jesus’ own exam-
ple of feeding the masses who hungered
for both spiritual and material suste-
nance. To be prohibited from the com-
munal meals in the context of Second

Thessalonians is to be made aware of
one’s own responsibility for one’s spir-
itual nourishment.

Those of us committed to following
Christ Jesus are responsible for nourish-
ing our own souls and for providing spir-
itual sustenance to those with whom we
are in community. It is not enough to
show up to church and be spoon-fed a
sermon (even a really good one!). We
must read scripture for ourselves and
wrestle with it in community. We must
participate in time-honoured spiritual
practises like prayer, fasting, lectio divina,
and the Ignatian Examen. Our spiritual
lives require careful attention and effort
We must tend to our spiritual lives just
as we might tend a garden. Our spiritu-
al lives require careful attention and ef-
fort in order to produce fruit. If we do
not put in the work we will go hungry.

Holy Spirit, sometimes | forget to show up
and greet you. Forgive my distractions. | am
here now. Touch my soul and rekindle the
flame of connection. Amen
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Today’s Service

Collect:

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

16th November 2025

Thessalonians 3.16

Sentence: May the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. 2

Lord God of all the ages, the One who is, who was, and who is to come:

stir up within us a longing for your kingdom, keep our hearts steady in
times of trial, and grant us patient endurance until the Sun of justice dawns.
We make our prayer through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

Readings Isaiah 65.17-25, A Song of Isaiah, 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13, Luke 21.5-19

pray for those in

N

eed

Peter Bufton, Jessica Roach, Mary and Ar-
thur, Rosemary Inglis, Max Osborn, Keith
Grigg, Pam Burrows, Tim and Dianne, Jim
and Joy Durran, Fiona, Carmel Laherty, Jim
and Jan Dowsett, Dawn Tait, Bernard Con-
radie and André, Debra Conradie, Anna Bell-
Hughes and Ewan, Anne & Richard
McCullough, Tristan Durden & Allegra Daly,
Lorraine Bignoux, Mavis Palmer, Dale Price,
Judith Kus & Joan Ham

For the Dying and their Support Services.

pray for the

w

ider church

For the Primate of the Anglican Church of
Australia, Archbishop Geoffrey Smith.

For the new Archbishop Rick Thorpe and the
Diocese of Melbourne

For the Oodthenong Episcopal Area Bishop
The Rt Dr Brad Billings.

For the Geelong Archdeaconry

The Ven Stephen Pollard.

For the incumbency committee of St Albans
North Geelong as they seek a new Priest.

Pray for the

World

For all world leaders during this time of stress
and turmoil.

The people of Afghanistan following the
devastating earthquake.

For a withdrawal of Russian military forces
from Ukraine.

Give thanks for the peace between Israel and
Gaza and pray that it will continue and be-
come permanent

For the Hamas to release all the remaining
prisoners.

For all who are orphaned by war and conflict
and for the people of Gaza, Israel, Iran, Leba-
non, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Ukraine, Sudan
as they face an uncertain future.

For Wellspring Initiative for finances and the
leadership team

pray for the
Community

For the Wathaurung People, Elders past,
present, and emerging, all Aborigines, Torres
Strait Islanders, for reconciliation and for
treaty.

For those without influence who don’t yet
know Jesus.

For those God is calling to come to know Him

For families struggling with the cost of living
and difficulty due to rental and mortgages.
increases

Pray for

Our Church

Cont’d on Page 5
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Cont’d from page 2
e For our Vicar: Reverend Shirley Littras and George
® For Jen Zradovkovski, Josh and Eloise.

®  Please pray for the Wardens and Parish
Council.

® Please pray for LyCig and Parish Council as
they plan for 2025

® Please pray for all St Stephen’s parishioners.
® For the Eucharist Assistants.

® For the gifts, fruit and power of the Holy
Spirit to be manifest amongst us.

THE ANNUAL MEETING
TODAY

Prayer for Growth

God of Mission,
Who alone brings growth
to your Church,
Send your Holy Spirit to give,
Vision to our planning,
Wisdom to our actions,
Joy to our worship
And power to our witness.
Help our church to grow in spir-
itual commitment to you, in num-
bers,
And in service to our
local community,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THANK YOU
To everyone who yesterday
braved the unseasonal weather to
clean up our church building in
preparation for Advent and
Christmas

Turn off
all mobile
® phones

What’s Coming Up?

Playgroup

9.30 am Tuesday in the hall
Meditation Group

10 am Thursday in the meeting room
Prayer Group

I'l am Thursday in the meeting room
House Groups

Monday Afternoon

29 Jacobs St, Belmont 2.15pm

Ph 5243 1835

Thursday Afternoon

4| Kidman Avenue, Belmont 1.30pm
Ph 0421 017 882

Pastoral Care

| Ith December 12 noon

Kids Church

Kids Church 9.30am

End of Year Dinner, PC & LyCig
18th November. Valley Inn. 7pm
RSVP Shirley 16th

LyCig

19th November in the meeting room
Commissioning Service

23rd November

PC, LyCig, Pastoral Care & Prayer Team
9.30am Sunday service

5th Sunday Lunch & Farewell to
Shirley & George

30th November Following Morning tea.
Ladies Afternoon Tea

Ist December 1.30pm in the meeting
room

Highway to Healing Service
Monday 8th December 7pm
Woardens

9th December 7pm

Pastoral Care

| I1th December 12 noon

Parish Council

| 6th December 7pm

If you are last to leave the Church, the Hall or
the Meeting Room, please turn off the heaters

and lights. Check that ALL doors are locked.

16th November 2025



CHRISTMAS GIVING FOR THOSE IN NEED
St Andrew’s Anglican Church Corio
With Christmas approaching, we are seeking donations for St Andrew’s Anglican
Church Corio food pantry so their clients can receive something ‘extra’ at Christ-
mas. [f you are able to give at this time, here are a
couple of ideas — they are mostly looking for Christmas treats:
Christmas biscuits, Christmas cakes,

chocolates, plum puddings, custard, cordial, jams.

Please leave items under the Cross in the sanctuary of the Church. Donations will be
delivered to Corio Thursday 4th December. If you have any questions, please contact
Jan — 0428 621 121
Thank you.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Acoustic Panels have been glued onto the walls of the Hall
The new fence has been installed at the rear access
A quote to repair spouting is in progress
Farewell to Lwe Moo plus a gift of $500 for her time and work whilst here
Clear expectations for Jen’s role as ASLMd uring her time of the Locum.
Pastoral Care, small groups, preaching, preparation for the healing service,
attending parish /council
Partnership to support students coming from Portland with occasional meals
etc. Freezer/ingredients. This will be in the Link asking for volunteers to go
on a roster.
Parish Council Christmas Breakup. 18th November. With LYCig
2026 Budget was accepted, moved Sandy, Seconded Brett.

30th November DECEMBER MESSY CHURCH
Farewell Lunch for CHRISTMAS OUTDOOR
Reverend Shirley & SERVICE.
George

14th December
S5pm
Remember to invite fam@ & friends,

More information closer to
the date.

4 16th November 2025



r

SAINT ANDREW’S

FAIR
COLOURS Of CHRISTMAS

Saturday 29th of November
9 am—2 pm
104 Bacchus Marsh Road, CORIO

STALLS, SAUSAGE SIZZLE,
ENTERAINMENT

‘ARTISTS AT PLAY’
EXHIBITION

A celebration of life showcasing the work of nine artists ~
who play with different mediums and themes

Rachinger Gallery
Eastern Hub Geelong
285a McKillop St, East Geelong
ph (03) 5249 6100

Opens Monday 1st December
Closes Tuesday 23rd December

Hours
Mon - Fri 7.30am - 3pm
Saturday 7.30am - 2.30pm

Artists
Gracie Scala Adamson Leigh Adamson
Wayne Arnott Gabrielle Bridges
Bob Farmer Margaret Farmer
Peter Frequin Gale Jarmyn

Jacinta Leitch - sculptor

R

3 16th November 2025



We are on ‘Zoom’ every Parish Contacts
Sunday.

Here is our Zoom link for people to
access our 9:30 am service if they are
not able to attend live church. Go to
the home page of St Stephen’s web- Authorised Lay Minister
site and click on “Zoom Link” Jennifer Zdravkovski
Meeting ID: 864 84911358 Email:
Passcode: 379683 jzdravkovski@melbourneanglican.org.au
Jen is in the Church Office on Thursday
Student Placement
Lwe Moo San Tay
Email: Iwemoo@hotmail.com
Vicar’s Warden

Vicar Rev'd Shirley Littras
Church Office: 5243 2557
Mob: 0422 567 072

Email: littras@optusnet.com.au

Brett Gear 0418717 141
Church Warden
A PRAYER Peter Bufton 0448 694 204
FOR CHOOSING A NEw  [imfowlands =~ 0439412 000
) INCUM_BENT ) Anne Henderson 5243 6699
Bountiful God, give to this par- Prayer Ministry
ish a faithful pastor who will Helen McLean 0408 025 204
faithfully speak your word and Kid’s Church
minister your sacraments; an ':,‘ra";g':s:;ers°" 5243 6699
encourager wh? will equip your Pam Osborn 0425 729 163
people for ministry and enable Music Ministry
us to fulfil our calling. Tim Rowlands 0438 412 000
Send your Holy Spirit to give Men’s Afternoon Tea
those who will choose, wisdom, Max Osborn 5243 4122
di d . d Girls’ Night Out
|scer'n'ment and patience, an Jane Moloney 0439 419 694
to us give warm and generous Rosters
hearts, for Jan Douglas 0428 621 121
Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen Child Safety officer and
Family Safety champion
Cassie Calder 0448 024 951
n Link Editor & Advertising
Readings for Next Sunday Helen McLean 0408 025 204
23rd November Key Ministry Co-ordinators Families
Jeremiah 23:1-6 & Ladies Afternoon Tea
Song of Zechariah Yvonne Fyfe 5243 7183
Colossians 1:11-20 Pastoral Care
Luke 23:33-43 Jennifer Zdravkovski 0408389159

6 23rd November 2025



