Lesson 5 |

THE CLEARING OF THE CONSCIENCE THROUGH
- THEBLOQD OF CHRIST

*******‘k*********************************** r******************************************'k***** )

”?Golden T ext - Therefore leaving the principles. of the doctrine of
' Chnst let us go on untp perfec__t:on not laying again
the foundation{ of repentance from dead works, and of
faith toward Gpd, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of
flaying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead,
~ and of eternal judgment. (Hebrews 6:1-2)

Ce ******************************************* R T e

- Les$on Text

Hebrew 9:13,14
o (13) For 1f the blood of bulls and of R eterhal "Spirit ' offe‘re‘d - hxméelf .
~goats, and*’?‘the ashes of an heifer w1thout spot_ to God,- purge your
- sprinkling-the unclean sanctlfeth to ~ conscience from dead works to serve

- the punfymg of the flesh: T the hvmg God7

14). How much ‘more shall the
S bleod of Chnst who through the 1

ESULTS OF REPENEA_&QE?_ )

, The results of repentance and faith are dtfﬁcult to separate since these o

B .two fnundatmns are combined in regeneratmn Nevertheless, certain results

o can be attmbuted to repentance joy in heaven, pardon and,,forglveness, the -
- receptlon of the Holy Sp1r1t and the beginning of a whole new lifestyle. -~ -~ .




"A. JoyIn H—eaven.

| Thereis joy in the presence of the angels of God, as well as in the heart ()
“of God, over the repentance of smners o o

”l say unto you, tbat Izkemse Jjoy shall be in heaven over .

- one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine PR

jast persons, which need no repentance. ... Likewise, Isay -~~~ |

‘unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God SR
" over one sinner that repentetb " (Lake 15:7; 10)

E B Forglveness And Pardon

Repentance prepares and quahﬁes us to recelve God S forglveness and
pardon Repentance in no ‘way earns God's favor In his grace and mercy he
has promised to forgive and cleanse us, when we open ourselves to him in
, repentance according to his word. As he does this for us, we experience a

~deep inner peace and assurance — we know our sins have been washed»_" .
away . , ,

"Repent ye therefore, and be convezted that your sins may' . Q
 be blotted out, when the times of reﬁ‘es]zmg shall come '
- from tbe presence of the Lord " (Acts 3 ]9) ‘ '

.”Tben Peter sazd zmto tbem Repent and be baptzzed evezy -

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of B
- sins, and ye shall receive the ngt of t]ze Ho]y Ghost." (Acts EDEE
o 238) -

Sk ve the LORD w]u]e he may be found call _ye upon 111111. L
- while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his-way, and the - -
- unrighteous man his tbougbts and let him return unto the - = -~ T
LORD, and he will have mercy upon ‘him; and to our God e
.forbe will abundantb/pardon " (Isafab 5576, 7) o BT

o C Recept1on Of The Hon Spmt
When we repent God pours out his Spmt upon us and gwes us
spmtual understandmg of his word. Once we have made the decn;mn to

- "do" his will, we "know" ‘whether: the teachmg or doctnne has’ ItS ongin m
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God or not. Repentance is a part @

"And suddenly t]zere rame a sound from heaven as of a

' rushing mighty wind, 3nd it filled all the house where they

were sitting. And ther¢ appeared unto them cloven tongues

- like as of fire, and it s&t upon each of them. And they were

all filled with the Holy [zhost, and began to speak with other

- tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:2-4)

"And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where

. ‘they were assembled t§gether; and they were all filled with
~ the Holy Ghost, and ithey spake the word of God with

boldness." (Acts 4:31)

- "And it came to pass) that,while Apo]]asr was at Corinth,
~ Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to
Ephesus: and finding rertain disciples, He said unto them,

Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And
they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether
there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto

~ what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's

baptism. Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the

- baptism of repentancd, saying unto the people, that they - |
-~ should believe on him which should come after him, that is,
on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized

in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his

“hands upon them, the{Holy Ghost came on them,; and they

spake with tongues, anid prophesied. And all the men Were

_ about twelve.” (Acts 19:1-7)

f preparing and Cleansing us as a vessel to
be filled with the holy presence,of God in the person of the Holy Spirit. '

D. New Life Patterns.
Repentance is the beginning

of an entire life of turning to God. After

our initial turning from sin to Go{l, there is a progressive repentance which

continues throughout our whole
During this process, which the Bib]
of things which displease God ar

lifetime as God separates us to himself.
e calls "sanctification," we are made aware
ld must be changed. Our response is to
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repent when he sheds his light upon these things. Little by little, we are

changed into his image as we cooperate with the Holy Spirit. We are not
only finished with sin, but we are growmg in holiness.

"Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us
- cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting 11011116’5.5’ in the fear of God." (Il Cormthzans 7:1 )

"Know ye not tbat tbe wmg]zteous shall not mbent t]ze o
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fomzcators nor -
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of
themselves with mankind, Nor tbzeve& nor covetous, nor
dmnkards nor rew]ers, nor extortzoners shall mbent tbe'
kmgdom of God. And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the

- name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spmt of our God. "_ o

o - (I Corinthians 6:9-11 }

WHY -MQST WE REPENT FROM "DgAD WORKS”?

- Until we stop relylng upon our own efforts, we will be unable to rely,
upon God. All other religions emphasize man's duties toward God;
Chrlstlamty alone offers a salvation which has already been purchased for
man at God's own expense. God's salvation is not only given freely, but it is -
apphed by the Holy Spirit living within us. We must turn from all self-

rehance to expenence life in God.

'A We Must Stop Trusting In Ourselves Before We Can Wholly Trust God.v .

"But we had the sentence of deatb in ourse]ves that we
should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth tbe.
dead: Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth

deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; (II | "i R

Corinthians 1:9-10)

'But I bave trusted in thy mercy; my beart 51131] rejoice m , ,‘ o
thy salvation.” (Psalms 1 3 :5)

"T he LORD is my Shepherd I 5]1;1]1 not want."” (Psalms 23:1 )
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; "The LORD is my strength and my shze]d my heart mzsted e
- . in him, and I am hélped: therefore my heart greatly =

ﬁ  rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him." (Psalms

| - 287) | T

"J,"Itz tlzee, o LORD, da 1 pat my tmst, let me never be
ashamed: deliver me ify thy righteousness.” (Psalms 31:1)

. ' "God is our refuge arld strength, a very present help o
- : ', troub]e " (Psa]ms 4é6. 1,» ' S o ,

B Nothmg We Can Do Wlll Predure Life; We Mus-l: Draw From God As Our
- Source. .
| ”Abzde in me, and Lin you. As the bmncb cannot bear fruit o
~of itself, except it 3b1de in tbe vine; no more can ye, except o
- ._yeabide inme. Iam the vine, ye are the branches: He that )
= abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
S fmzt “for wztbgut me yie can do notblng " (jo!m 1 5 4—5)

B ”F@r z.t.js God ijcb worketh in you bot]z to m]] and to do;-- R
- of 1115 good p]easure " (Pbdlppzans 2:1 3) - .

- C. Rehance Upon Rehglous Trad] tlon Dllutes The Effectlveness of Ged' .
Word , A o

- "..Thus have ye made' the conzmaﬂdment of God of none
o eﬁ’ect by your tradztzor " (Mattbew 15 6) .

"Makmg tbe word of} God of none effect tbrougb yoar I
~ tradition, which ye have delzvered .md maﬂy such lzke R
S -tfz‘_iﬂg;s'doye."’;,(Mark 113) Bl T R

o ”Beware ]est any manz spozl you t}zmugb pbdasopby and
. - vain decezt aﬁer the | adztzon of men; after the mdzments' :
: ~~~~ of tbe W01‘1d azzd not ter Chrzs " (Colosszans 2 8) .
Dead works mclude everytfﬁng we do thhout relymg upon God and‘- '

drawmg from his life. Very often{these are very rehglous thmgs and we do;__,, T

‘npot recogmze them as subtle forms of self—effort and. dependence upon, e
ourselves We have no hfe apart om thal umon wﬂ:h Jesus Chnst nathmg' L




‘we can do will produce that hfe Throughout the scriptures, dead works are.: '

contrasted with f'frult“ because fruit grows as the result of union w1th‘
somethmg ahve :

e

Grace is ‘the exact oppos1te of earning merit through works. Gfod’st

 favor cannot be earned and can never be repaid. It‘ is always a free gift,

~ without reference to merit or worthlness

"And if by grace, then is it no more of WOI‘kS othermse
grace is no more grace L (Romans 11. 6)

A Grace Just1f1es, Works Can Never Justlfy

"That bemg justzfzed by his grace we shou]d be made 116’11‘5' o __ ‘f_ -

: accordmg to the bope of etema] life.” ( Titus 3 7)

| ”Knomzzg that a man is not justzﬁed by the works of tbe R

~1aw, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have belzeved AN

in Jesus Christ, that we might be justzﬁed by the faztb of -

" Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of L
- the law sbal] no flesh be jusafzed ” (Ga]atzaﬂs 2:16)

| B ‘Grace is leen Freely, Works Make Us Debtors

B ”Bemg justzf" ed ﬁee]y by his grace t]zroagb tbe redempuon ‘5:-_ 7‘ 7'

that is in C]mst Jesus " (Rom:—zns 3. 24)

”Now to him tbat Worketb is tbe rewafd not reckoned of e
grace but of debt " (Romans 4 4)

N "But unto every one of us is gzven grace accordmg to tfze |
measure of t]ze ngt of C]mst " (Eplzes.rans 4. 7)

C Grace Imparts Hum111ty And Falth To Accept Chrlst s Salvatlon Works
Make Us Boastful And Re51stant To Mercy '
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"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man
- should boast.” (Ephesidns 2:8,9)

D. Grace Glorifies God; Dependence Upon Works Seeks To Honor Man.

'To the Dpraise of the glory of bis»grace; wherein he hath
made us accepted in the beloved.” (Ephesians 1:6)

So if, through your faith in Christ ye are dead to the principles of this

- world, why, as if you were still pagt and parcel of this world-wide system, do
you take the slightest notice of
touch this," "Don't touch that," and "Don't handle the other"? "This," "that"
and "the other" will all pass away|after use! These regulations look wise on 7
the surface, with their self-inspir¢d efforts at worship, their policy of self-
- humbling, and their studied neglect of the body. But in actual practice they
‘ ’bestow honor not to God, but to man's own pnde (Colossmns 2:20-23)

E. Grace Says That Christ Did It 1 For Us; Dead Works Declare T hat We
Need Christ “And” Somethmg Ise.

_ Trying to mix grace and dependence on anythlng else, even the law, |
only nullifies the power of God's s3lvation.

§ "Clmst is become of np effect unto you, whosoever of you
are justified by the| law; ye are fallen from grace.”

7 (Galatians 5. 4) | 7
. HOW DOES RELIANCE UPON WORKS MAKE REDEMPTION INEFFECTUAL
IN QUR P N, PERIENCE? o ' R

‘When we continue in dead orks, we become enslaved to a legalistic
system which demands of us works only the Holy Spirit can produce in us.
The New Covenant is a new heartj not a new set of external demands. Since
we cannot achieve these works{on our own, we fail to meet our own
standards. For this reason |we experience constant bondage and
condemnation. .

Condemnation ‘always praduces a deep unsureness 01", lack of
confidence toward God. We dregd approaching him and find all kinds of
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excuses not to draw near to him in prayer and communion. Even when we
do make petition to God, we are unable to ask with confidence because of the

‘internal nagging of condemnation. Instead of serving God out of love for
him, we do so out of fear. ' '

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled agam with the yoke of
bondage."” (Galatians 5:1) .

. WHY DO WE NEED OUR CONSCIENCE PURGED FROM DEAD WORKS?

Our conscience will continue either to COndemn us or to excuse us, as

long as our reliance is upon works of merit that we thmk we can do. “This -
keeps- alive a consciousness of sin, because we never know when we have

done enough. Also, we continue to disappoint ourselves by not meeting our
own goals and standards. Awareness of sin can only be settled by the blood
of Jesus. '

O

The Lord removes from us the whole system of measurmg ourselves o
' 'accordlng to attempts to merit righteousness. He reveals to us that all o

acceptance with God is on the basis of the bleod of Jesus Christ. He aldne is
- righteous and we are accepted in him. No other standards apply when we
are dealing w1th God. S

"How much more shall tbe blood of Clmst who tbrough tbe S

eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge " |
your conscience from dead WOI’kS to serve the living God?"
(Hebrews 9:14)

"But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and

of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to- -~ |

. honour, and some to dishonour. If 2 man therefore purge
~ himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, E
sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared o
unto every good work." (Il szotbyz 20 21 ) '

A. We Are .Freed To Serve The L1v1ng God - A New Dlmensmn In Worship;

The word "serve" means "worship," and conveys the thought df OUr

-voluntary giving ourselves and all we have as a spiritual sacrifice to God
Once the Holy Spirit frees us from the legalistic demands of=a: system of
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o ”C We Have Conﬁdence Toward Gd - : T
‘Once our conscience has bpen purged of gu11t and dead works we .
God which enables us to approach him -
{"boldness" means "freedom of speech, -

, vunreservedness of utterance plamness openness, cheerful, courage, or -
 confidence.™
. hearts mthout holdmg back in fea

_ works, we spontaneously "want" td
~_ according to God's mercy releases

"I beseech you thereft
- - that ye present yo
- acceptable unto God,
(Romans 12:1)

) serve him. The reahzatlon of acceptance
1S to dehght in domg God's will.

e, brethren, by the merczesof' G_od,
bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
which is your reasonable service.”

"Give untd the LORD t

e glory due unto his name: bring an

~ offering, and come before him: WOI’S]Hp the LORD in the

beaaty of bolmess (I

Chromdes I 6 29)

i "Serve tbe LORD. wzth g]adness come. before 1115 presezzce |

with smgmg " (Psalms
- ‘. 'B We Are Freed To Enter Into The
. When we qult domg our

g assurance is based upon Christ's
an end to self-effort and to allow
| W1th1n us.

’SFor he t]zat zs entere

' expenen_ce a conﬁdence toward
boldly. The: Greek word for -

‘We have this COIlfld

B -,’Zetkusvdraw near wit
 faith, having our hear
- .and our bodies washe
" the profession of ouf
. faithful that promised

100:2)-

Rest Of Faith

o'\lvn works we fmd the rest of falth Our:' o
ork for us and in us. We can affordtoput
the Holy Splrlt to produce Chnst—hkeness PR

J into 1115 rest, he also hat]z ceased

fmm his own WOI‘kS asw God dzd from fus (Hebrews 4 1 0)

d

bnce, we can talk to God drrectly from our
I or gullt S

r12 a true heart m fu]] assurance of -
s spmzkled from an evil conscience,
d with pure water. Let us hold fast =

)" (Hebrews 10 22-23)

faith without wavering; (for he is. BT



D. We Relax Our Standards In Relatlon To Other People

, When we are no longer struggling over legahsm we are able to- relax
our standards in relation to others ‘We can stop being cntlcal “We can

: 5

- enlarge our circle of friendship, knowing that differences in ‘habits and s
practices not emphasized- by the word need ‘not be top pI‘IOI'Ity to us. o
| - Fellowship is determined by a living relatlonshlp with God, not by the way R

~we dress, the days we observe, our dietary habits and the hke We can affordl‘

to be tolerant of others




