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HHPD INVENTORIES HISTORIC BUILDINGS ACROSS 
THE NAVAJO NATION…

• Buildings are inventoried and evaluated 
under the National Historic Preservation 
Act, Section 106 program

• HHPD has a P.L. 95-638 contract with the 
BIA to provide archaeological services

• The contract provides funds for HHPD to 
assess historic (old) buildings for BIA or 
Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) 
structures across the Navajo Nation

• Buildings often include school buildings 
(classrooms, etc.), homes, office buildings 
(i.e. Window Rock Historic District)

• Other historic structures can include 
bridges, fences, trading posts, etc. 

• The Navajo Nation has several buildings 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places

• Navajo Nation Council Chambers is a 
National Landmark

• Klagetoh Chapter building recently listed 
on the National Register for its association 
with the late Annie Dodge Wauneka



OTHER APPLICABLE LAWS 

FEDERAL
• National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA)

• Created the National Register of Historic Places, and the Section 106 process
• Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (ARPA)
• Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA)
• American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978 (AIRFA)

NAVAJO NATION
• Cultural Resources Protection Act (CRPA,1988)
• Policy for the Disposition of Cultural Resource Collections
• Policy for the Protection of Jishchaa’: Gravesites, Human Remains, and Funerary Items



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES (NRHP)
     AUTHORIZED BY THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT OF 1966

Eligibility for nomination
Criteria:
Age: Properties must be at least 50 years old to be considered.
Integrity: Must retain historical integrity in location, design, setting, materials, and 
workmanship.

Criterion A:  Association with significant events in history.
Criterion B:  Connection to significant individuals who contributed to history.
Criterion C:  Embodiment of distinctive architectural styles or construction 
methods.
Criterion D:  Potential to yield important information in history or prehistory.

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/

http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/


HOGANS IN PROGRESS

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
NC

Forked-Together Navajo Home – Hogan 
                          www.navajopeople.org

Hooghan

Kin - house
Kinłání – Flagtaff, AZ

Kinyaa' 'áanii – Towering House clan
Kin łichii’nii – Red House clan

Kin Dah Łichííʼ- Kinlichee,  AZ

https://blogs.crespel.me/usa2009/blog/page/3/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/alanenglish/7959594212
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


WHAT CAN HISTORIC BUILDINGS TELL US?

• History

• Architecture

• Culture

      & Land use

Haʼátʼíí biniyé?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://sah-archipedia.org/buildings/AZ-01-001-0054

https://zmgraphics.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


BIA SCHOOL PROJECTS
Olta’ dóó áłchíní biniyé
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY

The picture can't be displayed.

This Photo by Unknown 
Author is licensed under 
CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.flickr.com/photos/smartsignbrooklyn/10213718205/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dshortey/6924409651/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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SECTION 106 PROCESS… 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY

Fieldwork
Technical Reports and Maps

Haitʼéego?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author 
is licensed under CC BY-NC
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John Doe Begaye

Joe-Joe Nez

https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue56/13/full-text.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://atcoordinates.info/2018/06/26/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.pngall.com/approved-png/download/32003
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


FLOW CHART FOR FACILITIES
PROJECTS BY BIA SERVICE REQUEST

Service Request
Issued by BIA

Research HHPD 
Archives / Maps
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AHE’HEE

Lukai Nez, Senior Archaeologist

NNHHPD Page Sub-Office

Coconino Community College, Office Suite C3

Phone: (928) 245-3349      lnez@navajo-nsn.gov


	Kin Saani – what can historic buildings tell us
	HHPD Inventories historic buildings across the Navajo nation…
	Other Applicable Laws 
	National Register of historic places (NRHP)�     Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966�
	Hogans in progress
	What can historic Buildings tell us?
	BIA School projects
	Kin Sani projects
	Section 106 Process… �
	Flow chart for FACilities�projects by bia service Request
	Ahe’hee

