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GENERAL LAND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

The Navajo Nation General Land Development Department (GLDD) administers leasing 
and permitting developmental actions on approximately 17 million acres of Navajo 
Trust and Fee Lands within the states of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.  GLDD is 
among thirteen departments within the Division of Natural Resources in the Navajo 
Nation Government.  GLDD is charged with facilitating authority over 
Telecommunications, Easements for all Right-of-Ways (Oil & Gas, Electrical, Water and 
Service Line Agreements, etc.), Land Withdrawal Designations, Mission Site Permits, 
Applications for Permission to Drill and Permissions to Survey. 

GLDD administratively processes 164 projects electronically using our unique software.  
All projects are reviewed and voted on by all pertinent executive offices and approved in 
a timely manner. Utilizing the aforementioned software, GLDD has helped expedite the 
164 Review Process and ensures transparency and efficiency. 



GENERAL LEASING REGULATIONS OF 2013

The US Department of Interior approved the 
Navajo Nation General Leasing Regulations 
of 2013, giving the Navajo Nation authority to 
issue its own leases, permits, agriculture, 
public relations, education, recreation, and 
residential leases on fee and trust lands. 
Thus, the Navajo Nation established a 
General Land Development Department 
to process all leases and conduct 
environmental reviews. All leases, permits 
and Rights-of-Way are electronically 
processed and stored in the Navajo Nation 
System.



TYPE OF LEASING PERMITS 

 GLDD administers leasing and permitting development actions Navajo Trust and 
Feel Lands within the states of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah
 Tribal Authorization Access: Authorized to a wholly owned and operated Navajo Nation 

entity without the BIA approval. 
 Right-of-Way: Oil & Gas, Electrical, Water and Service Line Agreement, etc. 
 Service Line Agreements (SLA): A contract between a utility provider and landowners to 

connect tribal or individually owned Indian Land to utility services. 
 Land Withdrawal Designation: Precursor to a Business Site Lease, Private Family 

Cemetery, Chapter Community Development.
 Religious Land Use Permit: Permits to missionaries and mission bodies to conduct 

religious and other related activities on the Navajo Nation. 
 Telecommunication Tower Lease: Telecommunication Sublease / Co-Location. 



I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  D E V E L O P E R S  O N  
N A V A J O  N A T I O N  T R U S T  A N D  F E E  L A N D S

TAA Applicable (Navajo-Entities) ROW Applicable (Non-Navajo Entities)

• Roads 
• Gas Lines 
• Transmission Lines 
• Distribution Electric Lines 
• Distribution Fiber Temporary Construction Easement
• Environmental Assessment (EA) Required and ROW Granted by 

BIA

• Roads 
• Distribution Waterlines
• Distribution Sewer
• Water Treatment Plants 
• Distribution Gas Lines 
• Transmission Lines 
• Distribution Electric Lines 
• Distribution Fiber 
• Temporary Construction Easement 
• Navajo Nation Requirements and Approval
• Commercial Operations Assessed



RDCJN-17-20 LEGISLATION

GLDD



TAA CHECKLIST

 Cover Letter/Scope of Work
 Permission to Survey 
 Legal Land Survey
 Grazing Permittee Consents 
 Chapter Resolution
 Digital Map Layer
 Navajo Nation Environmental Determination 

Documents
 Biological Resource Compliance Form (BRCF)
 Cultural Resource Compliance Form (CRCF)
 If applicable:

 Permits (Forestry, Water Resources, etc.)
 Environmental Assessment, etc.



ROW CHECKLIST

 Filing Fee (New and Renewals)
 Assessed Value
 Cover Letter/Scope of Work
 Bureau of Indian Affairs ROW Application
 Legal Land Survey
 Shapefile 
 Chapter Resolution
 Grazing Permittee Consents
 Navajo Nation Environmental Compliance 

Forms
 Biological Resource Compliance Form (BRCF)
 Cultural Resource Compliance Form (CRCF)
 If applicable:

 Permits (Forestry, Water Resource, etc.) 
 Environmental Assessments, etc. 8



PERMISSION TO SURVEY 

 Pre-approved permission from the GLDD to 
conduct walk-on survey for the land to be 
developed.  This includes the right to conduct 
walk-on for the land to be developed.  This 
includes the right to conduct preliminary 
surface surveys, archaeological clearance, 
ethnographic studies, environmental 
assessments, staking of proposed project 
alignment, etc. 

 Requirements for Permission to Survey
 Scope of Work
 Digital Map or GPS Coordinates

 Duration of Permission to Survey are issued for 
a maximum of two (2) years. 



COVER LETTER

 Define the proposed project undertaking(s) 
including construction, operation, duration, 
maintenance, and upgrades.  

 Define specifically whom will assume 
responsibility for the infrastructure and/or 
utilities. 

 A precise location of the proposed project with 
description of the acreage, land status(es), and 
project timeline. 



LEGAL LAND SURVEY

 A legal land survey that indicates all impacted 
acreage of each sections the development will 
disturb, including legal description(s).

 This should include pole placement and 
maintenance stations.  The latitude and 
longitude of each of the aforementioned 
developments need to be shown as well. 

 A digital map layer in the form of a KML/KMZ file 
that depicts the delineated land status(es) of 
the proposed utility corridor, and a separate 
digital layer of all corridor accompaniments.



GRAZING PERMITTEE CONSENTS

 Collected consent from impacted land users 
and those holding a valid grazing permit, and a 
verification letter signed by the respective 
Grazing Official and Land Support Agent.  If 
there are no valid grazing permittees, a 
signed verification letter from the Grazing 
Official is still required. 

 Types of Consent Form:
 Consent Form #1 – No Damages Expected 
 Consent Form #2 – Compensation for Damages 
 Consent Form #3 – Wavier of Compensation
 Consent Form #4 – Refuse to Consent

1
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CHAPTER RESOLUTION 

 A resolution from all respective chapters in 
support  and recognize the proposed 
undertaking, where the project will be 
developed, and the number of acres.

 This is not an approval from the chapter. 



NAVAJO NATION ENVIROMENTAL 
COMPLIANCE FORMS

 Biological Resource Compliance Form (BRCF) 
attained from the Navajo Nation Department 
Fish & Wildlife. 

 Cultural Resource Compliance Form (CRCF), 
Archeological Inventory Report (AIR) Form 
attained from the Navajo Nation Heritage & 
Historic Preservation Department. 

 Environmental Compliance Determination 
(ECD) attained from the General Land 
Development Department once the BRCF and 
CRCF are completed. 



Additional ROW Requirements Only

 Filing Fee (New and Renewal)
 Filing Fee (Non-refundable) of $500.00 made payable 

to the Navajo Nation.

 Assessed Value
 Assessment for consideration is negotiated by the 

Navajo Nation Minerals Department 

 US BIA ROW Application 
 Comply with 25 CFR 169 and the accompanying 

official BIA Checklist



NAVAJO NATION 164 SHORT FOR TAA

General Land Development Department 

NN Division of Natural Resources
(10-Day Review Process) 

NN Department of Justice

Approved By Department Manager
(Construction Begin)

BIA 
Archived

Timeframe: ~1 to 2 months



NAVAJO NATION 164 LONG FOR ROW

General Land Development Department 

NN Division of Natural Resources
(10-Day Review Process) 

NN Department of Justice

Approved By Department Manager
(Construction Begin)

BIA 
Archived

Timeframe: ~ 3 to 6 months (varies)

NN Office of the President and Vice President

NN Office of Legislative Services 



Notice of Proceed for TAA

 Pursuant to RDCJN-17-20 Section 2 (G), the 
Department Manager of the Navajo Land 
Department & General Land Development 
Department to waive tribal authorization 
access consideration will only apply to any 
tribal authorization access issued for a “public 
purpose”, which is defined to mean any 
residence, governmental building, including 
chapter houses, healthcare, facility, school, 
including higher education entities, daycare, 
Head Start building, senior center, library, or 
public safety building. 



Notice of Proceed for ROW

 Pursuant to RDCJN-17-20, the NN Council 
Delegates – Resources and Development 
Committee (RDC) has final approval for all 
ROWS.

 RCD determines the consideration to be waived 
or not.  This applies to ROW classified as 
“commercial purpose” which includes 
transmission lines, oil and gas pipelines, and 
other profit-generate uses.



QUESTIONS

 Checklists and Regulations are provided on our GLDD website at www.gldd.org.

 All TAA and ROW Packets can be submitted to glddprojects@navajo-nsn.gov.  

 Addressing
 Physical Address: 2B Taylor Road, Arizona 86511, United States 
 Mailing Address: PO BOX 69, St. Michaels, Arizona 86511

 Contact Information:
 Office: (928) 357-6969
 Email: glddprojects@navajo-nsn.gov

http://www.gldd.org/
mailto:glddprojects@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:glddprojects@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:glddprojects@navajo-nsn.gov
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