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INTRODUCTION
SUMMARY
• Overview of Agricultural Land Use Permits 
• Importance of Permits in Agricultural Land 

Management
• Beneficial Use
• Role & Responsibilities 
• Permitting and Cancellation 
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WHAT IS AN ALUP?
“AGRICULTURAL 

LAND USE PERMIT” 

These Project Areas fall under the authority 
of the Farm Board and consist of locations 

that have access to major irrigation sources. 

These Project Areas fall under the authority of 
the District Grazing Committee and consist of 
locations that lack access to major irrigation 

sources (e.g., Reservoirs, Rivers, Lakes) 

Dry Land & Miscellaneous 
Projects Major Irrigation Project

An ALUP (Agricultural Land Use Permit), also referred to as an LUP (Land Use 
Permit), or a Farm Permit, is issued by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and authorizes 

the use of tribal land specifically for crop production.

Permits may include one or multiple named permittees. Those listed are authorized 
to use the land solely for crop production. By accepting the permit, the permittee 

agrees to use the land responsibly, efficiently, and in accordance with ALUP 
requirements.
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PURPOSE OF ALUPS

• Land remains tribal trust land - no private 
ownership is conveyed 

• Authority is exercised through Navajo Nation 
and Federal trust responsibility (BIA) 

• Ensures land use decisions reflect tribal 
governance and community interests 

NOTE: Use of land is conditional upon “beneficial 
use” and compliance with terms, policies, 
and laws; failure to comply may result 
in loss of the assignment. 

• Authorizes the assignment and use of Navajo Nation trust land for 
agricultural purposes. 

• Upholds Navajo Nation sovereignty over land use, occupancy, and 
resource management 

• Establishes beneficial use requirements - land must be actively used and 
maintained 

• Defines conditions, responsibilities, and obligations of the permittee 
• Protects land from unauthorized sale, misuse, or improper transfer 
• Provides a framework for inheritance or reassignment in accordance 

with tribal law 
• Supports long-term stewardship of land, water, and agricultural 

infrastructure (e.g., irrigation system

Sovereignty & Authority 
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The Interior Board of Indian Appeals (IBIA) has affirmed 
that  the Agency has the authority to issue land use 
permits under Art icle V of the Treaty of June 1, 1868 

-Hunter v. Navajo Act ing Director, 30IBIA 187 (1997)



PERMITTING 
PROCESS OVERVIEW

Cancellation of ALUP -  Administrative Action

Approval of Application -  Administrative Action

BIA review -  ALUP survey & Con Plan
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NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) 

ALUP will be reissued by BIA 

“Application for land assignment; land use 
permit”

3 N.N.C § 151-§152 & §211-§212 



FARM BOARD PURPOSE   
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• Serves as a local oversight & advisory body for 
Agricultural Land Use Permits (ALUPs) within Major 
irrigation project areas. 

• Represents the interests of farmers and land users 
• Provides recommendations on administrative actions 

related to ALUPs
• Supports responsible management of soil, water, and 

farming resources 
• Facilitates communication between the community 

and NNDA, represents community interests
• Ensure compliance with regulations
• Mediate disputes

NOTE: The Farm Board & District Grazing Committee 
provides recommendations ONLY and does NOT issue or 
cancel permits.  

Grazing Officials and District Grazing 
Committees play similar roles for Dry Land 

and Miscellaneous farm plots.  
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1. Maintain Beneficial Use of the Land (Condition A.1)
• Land must be actively farmed and productive 
• Permit is held only while beneficial use is demonstrated 
1.No unauthorized Transfer or Sale (Condition A.2)
• Land assignments cannot be sold
• Any reassignment must follow proper approval
• Improvements may be compensated, not the land itself
1.Plan for Succession (Condition A.3)
• Permittee may designate a successor through a valid 

will
• Must follow the proper approval process 
1. Irrigation Responsibilities (Condition B.1)
• Maintain ditches and keep them clean 
• Maintain water distribution systems 
• Control and manage wastewater
1.Financial Obligations (Condition B.2 & B.3) 
• Pay operation and maintenance costs if assessed 
• pay annual irrigation -related charges 
• Share responsibility for project -related costs 
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Permittee agrees to comply with all conditions & must carry out 
responsibilities to the best of their ability sign and date.
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Conservation Plan: 
• Navajo Nation Approved Conservation Plan Template 

⚬ Approved through NN Resolut ion RDCD-42-22
• A Plan that is going to guide how land will be used, 

managed, and protected 
• Identifies resource concerns 
• Outlines farming practices 
• Includes conservation measures to maintain long -term 

productivity 
Crop Inventory  

• Due twice a year (June & November) 
• A record of crops being grown and harvested on the 

ALUP
• Helps verify beneficial use 
• Used for monitoring and reporting 
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Required Documentation 



CANCELLATION OF AN AGRICULTURAL 
LAND USE PERMIT

Issue Identified 
• Non- use, non- compliance, or mediation request has been filed or 

identified.

      Review and Verification 
• Site inspection and documentation 
• Evaluation of crop inventories, conservation plan, and “beneficial use.”

       Formal Notice (Farm Board/DGC)
• Written notice provided to permittee 
• Specifies violations or non - use
• Provides a clear timeframe for response and correction

       Opportunity to Cure Non - compliance  (Farm Board/DGC)
• Permittee is given a reasonable period to take corrective action
• May submit documentation to demonstrate corrective action

       
       Opportunity to Be Heard (Farm Board/DGC 

• Permittee may present an explanation, evidence, or justification 

       Decision & Final Recommendation
• The Farm Board/DGC will make a recommendation based on record, 

compliance and 3N.N.C. The recommendation is provided to BIA for 
final decision

GROUNDS FOR CANCELLATION 

An ALUP may be canceled when the permittee fails to 
comply with the conditions of the permit. This 

includes, bit is not limited to: 
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3 N.N.C §153 “Cancelation of Land Use Permits”  
• Non- use of permit ted land (2 years +)
• Failure to pay required assessments 
• Voluntary relinquishment  by permit tee 
• Other  valid  reasons consisten t  with  Navajo Nat ion  Law

CANCELLATION PROCESS

Lack of Beneficial Use 
• Permit ted land must  be act ively used for  it s approved 

farming purpose only
• Use must  align  with  the conservat ion  plan  and land 

management  expectat ions 
• Lack of land stewardship and product ivity 

Bottom Line:
When an  ALUP no longer  meets the standard of 
beneficial use and compliance under  3 N.N.C., it  
may be subject  to cancellat ion  to protect  the land 
and allow for  product ive use by others.

Bottom Line:
Cancellat ion  is a case- by- case process; every case 
is unique and may require a different  approach 
depending on  the issue ident ified. The Navajo 
Nat ion  Depar tment  of Agriculture provides 
technical support  to elected officials.



THANK YOU! 
QUESTIONS?

VISIT OUR BOOTH 

LACEY.SALABYE@NAVAJO-NSN.GOV
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