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Code of Federal Regulations regulates the grazing of livestock under conditions set forth on Grazing 
Permits

25 CFR 167 for Western, Northern, Chinle and Fort Defiance Agencies

These regulations govern how grazing permits are issued within the Navajo Nation Trust Land

25 CFR 166 for Eastern Agency

These regulations govern how grazing permits are issued within all Indian Lands, except Hopi Land, Navajo Nation Newlands and 
Big Navajo reservation. These regulations apply to the grazing permits issued within the Eastern part of the Navajo Nation

25 CFR 161 for Navajo Partitioned Lands (NPL)

These regulations govern how grazing permits are issued within the Navajo Partitioned Lands.

25 CFR 700 subpart Q for Newlands 

These regulations govern how grazing permits are issued and regulated within Navajo Nation Newlands



NAVAJO NATION CODES
Title 3 section 701 through 714

 Agriculture and Livestock
Chapter 5 Grazing Regulations

• Regulates grazing of livestock on the Big Navajo trust land use area
• Purpose is to preserve the forage, the land, and water resources on the Nation
• Adjustment of livestock numbers to carrying capacity of the range
• The improvement of livestock through proper breeding practices
• To keep accurate records of all grazing permits and ownership of livestock
• Determines grazing rights of bona fide livestock owners
• Grazing rights will be recognized for those permittees in compliance
• Any livestock grazing without a grazing permit is in trespass on Navajo Nation
• Favorable recommendation by DGC is required for any transaction and authorized by BIA
• Construction within ½ mile permanent water developments, springs, wells, etc.



Continued 
Title 3 Section 781 through 787
AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

Chapter 5 
Subchapter 3 Grazing permits

• All livestock must be covered by a grazing permit 
• All active regular grazing permits automatically renewed annually until terminated 

• Can obtain an active grazing permit through negotiability or inheritance or both
• Beneficial use of a grazing permit aids range recovery
• Adjustment of livestock numbers is required where forage is depleted   

• Transfer from one grantor to a grantee is allowed
• Upon the death of a permittee(s), livestock owned should be sold 
• May execute a will to give to someone 

• In the absence of a will, probate is required
• Any subletting of a grazing permit must be authorized by DGC



TITLE 3 NAVAJO NATION CODE
SUBCHAPTER 7 OFF RESERVATION GRAZING

SUBSECTION 931 THROUGH 932

• Deals with Off-Reservation Grazing

• “Individually Owned Land” held by individual Navajos or group interest held in trust

• “Navajo Nation Trust Land” Land held by the United States in trust for Navajo Nation

• “Navajo Nation Fee” Land owned in fee simple

• “Navajo Nation Lease Lands” State Lands leased to Navajo

• “Permit” A revocable privilege granted to an individual in writing to enter on and use a specific tract of land

• “Grazing Community” Consist of range units combined into larger administrative units

• “Bureau of Land Management”  (BLM) pursuant to cooperative agreement for administration of checkerboard area or 
known as public domain lands



Continued.
TITLE 3 NAVAJO NATION CODE

SUBCHAPTER 7 OFF RESERVATION GRAZING
SUBSECTION 933 THROUGH 941

• “Objectives” Preserve through proper grazing management, Promote use of range resources to earn a 
living.

• “Range Units” conservation and development and effective utilization of range resources.

• “Grazing Capacity” the utilization and range conditions based on seasons of use determined by 
professionals. 

• All grazing use are authorized by a grazing permit or contract.
• Grazing privileges allocated and reviewed by DLB with eligibility requirements, 18 years or older, show 

sincere interest in the livestock business, proof of livestock ownership, with written application.

• Grazing fees for Navajo Nation controlled lands are established, and to be paid by permittees.
• A grazing permit cannot be assigned, sublet, or transferred by the permittee. In the event of death of the 

permittee, the grazing permit is cancelled.
• DLB may modify or cancel a grazing permit by mutual consent.

• Time limit for non-use of grazing permit is two years.



Continued
TITLE 3 NAVAJO NATION CODE

SUBCHAPTER 7 OFF RESERVATION GRAZING
SUBSECTION 942 THROUGH 945

• “Conservation and Land Use provisions” Grazing operations are conducted in accordance with recognizes 
principles of good range management and conservation plans.

• “Range improvements” All improvements placed on range units are recommended by DLB and permanently 
affixed to the property under the terms of the grazing permit.

• ‘Grazing permit requirements “ Lands covered by grazing permits are in Trust or restricted status, Nothing on 
the permit prevents trust responsibilities to fee patent or term of grazing permit.

• Permittee agrees not to cause or use permitted area for any unlawful use.
• A grazing permit authorizes the grazing of livestock only, proper authorization is required for other uses.



Continued
TITLE 3 NAVAJO NATION CODE

SUBCHAPTER 7 OFF RESERVATION GRAZING
SUBSECTION 946 THROUGH 94

TRESPASS
• Definition of “trespass” the grazing of livestock by an owner within a permitted area not 

covered by the permit issued to the owner of the livestock.
• Not removing livestock from a grazing unit when the permit is cancelled.
• Allowing livestock to drift into another permitted unit.
• Grazing or driving livestock across Indian allotment.
• “Control of diseases” Whenever livestock on Indian controlled lands are present, they must 

be vaccinated and protected from contagious or infectious diseases and must be treated.
• “Use of undesirable sires” Bulls grazed on open range to be of uniform breed, Rams will be 

of fine wool, Horses are not permitted in Eastern Agency.
• Failure to abide by the provisions will make the permittee guilty of an offense.



NNC TITLE 3
CHAPTER 7 CONTROL AND INSPECTION OF LIVESTOCK 

• 1201 definitions

•  “Deputy livestock inspector” as used means a non-commissioned officer who provides livestock inspection services only 
and duties shall also include the seizure of livestock.

• “Livestock Officer” A commissioned Law enforcement Officer who has successfully completed training at a recognized 
police training academy. Who has the duties and responsibilities to enforce Title 3 and Title 17 related livestock, and who is 
also an authorized person to conduct livestock inspection service.

• “Livestock” as used means cattle, sheep, goats, swine, llamas and feral pigs.

• “Equine” means horses, mules, burros and asses.

• “Feral” means any unowned or free ranging animal livestock or equine not under control of an owner.

• “Neglect” means failure to provide feed, water and normal vet care for the animals.

• “Nuisance” means but not limited to defecation, urination, disturbing, the peace by the presence of sound, cry, emitting 
noxious or offensive odor or endangering the well being of inhabitants, other livestock of the community.

• “Range Livestock” means livestock customarily permitted to roam upon the ranges of the Navajo Nation, and not in the 
immediate actual possession or control of the owner. 



Continued 
Subchapter 3 Inspection of Livestock

• 1254 “Inspection as to ownership of livestock” DLI in making inspections will require from 
owner or person in charge of the livestock brands and marks or necessary evidence of 
ownership and will determine by inspection of the livestock that the person in charge is 
the owner of the livestock. Or is authorized in writing to handle the livestock.

• 1258 “Transportation of livestock” It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to 
carry, transport or convey livestock, without first having such livestock inspected.

• 1267 “Penalties” For violations of sections 1258 to 1266 shall be sentenced to 90 days of 
labor or fined a minimum fine of $100.00 sum and not to exceed $1,000.00

• 1273 “Cruelty to animal” It is unlawful for any person to willfully kill, beat, abuse, maim, 
poison, disfigure, or scald any animal.

     “Neglect” It is unlawful for any owner of an animal to fail, refuse, or neglect to          
provide animal with proper and adequate food and water.
      “Abandonment” It is unlawful for any person to abandon any livestock or animal within 
the Navajo Nation.



Subchapter 5 Seizure

1301 When a Livestock Officer or DLI may Seize Livestock
 Livestock is not branded.
 Ownership of livestock is questioned.
 Livestock has brands mutilated, indistinct, burned, or disfigured.
 Livestock bears a brand which is not recorded.
 Livestock is freshly brand without its mother.
 Livestock which are known as leppy, sleepers, mavericks.
 Livestock that endangers public safety and right of ways.
 

1311 Livestock or Equine Roundup Procedures
 DGC and DLB must assess the livestock body condition, availability of forage, and water.

 Resolution of the Chapter to conduct round-up.
 Process for the disposition of livestock gathered during round-up.
 Voluntary sales to sell excess livestock.

 Emergency conditions NN President declares an emergency, Unbranded livestock round up.
 Interference with authorized roundups.



Subchapter 7

• 1369 “Failure to obtain premise ID” Any person within the Navajo Nation who fails to obtain a premise ID.
• 1370 “Failure to properly tag livestock with individual identification.

• 1371 “Failure to comply with grazing requirements of the Navajo Nation.”
• 1372 “Unlawful introduction of livestock, No person shall introduce or allow livestock to graze on Navajo 

Nation land without a valid grazing permit, No person shall willfully graze livestock in excess of the 
permitted number on Navajo Nation range. 

Subchapter 9
• Health Requirements, Control of infectious diseases, Livestock and equine owners are responsible for the 

annual vaccinations and deworming of livestock and for prevention of disease and reduction of parasites.
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