Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights
Settlement Act (NAIWRSA) of 2025

S. 9863, H.R. 2025
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N — sureau oF — FEDERALLY RECOGNIZED TRIBES

gD RECLAMATION IN THE COLORADO RIVER BASIN

Colorado River Basin

Binational water system in the USA and 1y |
Mexico '

Ute

Jicarilla Apache Nation

1,450-mile river

7 Basin States (WY, UT, CO, NM, AZ, NV,
& CA)

30 Basin Tribes

40 million people rely on the basin
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The system is managed through major
infrastructure, including the Hoover and
Glen Canyon Dams, and two major
reservoirs: Lake Powell & Lake Mead
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* City River Tribal Reservations

A Dams Reservoir/Lake Hydrologic Basin




Settlement is better for the
Navajo Nation than Litigation

LITIGATION

e Based on minimal need *

Paper decree only

No funding for infrastructure

Resources appurtenant to the
reservation

Adversarial

Lengthy

Costly

SETTLEMENT

Certainty
Funding for wet water development
Better tools for water management

Authorizations for water diversions &
movement between states and
basins

Negotiated
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39 Settling Parties to the Northeastern
Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement
Agreement, including:

1. Navajo Nation

2. Hopi Tribe

3. San Juan Southern Paiute

4. Department of the Interior

5. State of Arizona

6. Arizona Department of Water
Resources

/. Arizona State Land Department

8. Salt River Project

9. City of Flagstaft

10.Little Colorado River Coalition



Navajo Nation Water Sources Claims

« Upper Basin Colorado River water

Little Colorado River mainstream
and tributary water

« 4th priority Lower Basin Colorado
River water

 Cibola Lower Basin Colorado River
water

= W - Groundwater
Grand Falls « Effluent

« Big Boquillas Ranch
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Colorado River Basin

* 4th priority Lower Basin Colorado River
Water

* 3,600 AFY (including 100 AFY of
Cibola Lower Basin Water)



Little Colorado
River

Little Colorado River Mainstem
Water:

* All the Little Colorado River
mainstem water that reaches the
Navajo Reservation

* (historic flows are estimated to be
122,000 AFY). Includes quantified
amounts and priority dates for
specific historic Navajo irrigation
projects

 Little Colorado River Tributary
Water: All tributary water that
reaches the Navajo Reservation
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Groundwater

Navajo Aquifer

All that underlies the
Navajo Reservation subject
to an agreement between
the Navajo Nation and the
Hopi Tribe

Limits Navajo pumping to
8,400 AFY (2,000 AFY may
be used for industrial
purposes)

Limits Hopi pumping to
5,600 AFY (2,000 AFY may
be used for industrial
purposes)
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i EXPLANATION

| i Coconino-De Chelly aquifer
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Figure 129. The Coconino-De Chelly aquifer underlies the
southern part of the Colorado Plaleaus.
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Allotments

Navajo Section 1
Allotments

On-Reservation

The United States
will settle these
claims. Navajo

Section 1 Allottees

will be served with

Navajo Nation water.

Utah

Navajo Reservation
and
Navajo Allotments
in the Little Colorado River Basin of Arizona
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NAIWRSA Settlement Funding

* [ina ba — paa tuwagat’si pipeline Implementation
Fund ($1.715 billion)

* Navajo Nation Water Settlement Trust Fund, the
Hopi Tribe Water Settlement Trust Fund, and the
San Juan Southern Paiute Settlement Trust Fund
($3.285 billion)




NAVAJO NATION WATER SETTLEMENT TRUST FUND
($2,876,416,400)

« Navajo Nation Water Settlement Trust Fund ($2,369,200,000)

« Navajo Nation OM&R Trust Fund ($229,500,000)

« Navajo Nation Agricultural Conservation Trust Fund ($80,000,000)
« Navajo Nation Renewable Energy Trust Fund ($40,000,000)

« Navajo Nation Lower Basin Colorado River Water Acquisition Trust Fund
($28,000,000)

« Navajo Nation System Conservation Trust Fund ($129,716,400)




lina ba — Paa tuwagqgat’si
Pipeline

* The pipeline will deliver a portion of the

Nation’s Upper Basin Colorado River
allocation and a portion of the Nation’s
Lower Basin Colorado River allocation from
Lake Powell to the Navajo Chapters of
Cameron, Bodaway/Gap, Tuba City,
Coppermine, Bitter Springs, Cedar Ridge,
Coal Mine Mesa, Grey Mountain, and Lechee
and to the San Juan Southern Paiute
Reservation. It will also deliver water from
Lake Powell to Hopi Villages at Moenkopi,
First Mesa, Second Mesa, Third Mesa,
Howell Mesa, and Keams Canyon.
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Navajo Nation Water Settlement Trust Fund
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= Southwest Navajo
.. | Regional Groundwater
e Project

« The Southwest Navajo Regional
Groundwater Project will extend
the Leupp-Dilkon Project to
deliver potable water to Leupp,
Birdsprings, Tolani Lake, Teesto,
Dilkon, and Indian Wells.

Leupp-Dilkon Regional
Groundwater Project

Map by: NDWR, RLK  02-20-2024




- ,--_ ,: 'fﬁ
\ g Y.MD€2$

P

N e |

C ORN FIE LD S'ﬁ
Lk
i

f**i/
I\L?%{TOH

%g:/
't"':-...
1i

WIDE RUINS

£ KINLICHEE

ey
Bppment

e

>,

s
po . 4w |

S e

LA

Legend

N Ganado Regional GW Project
GRGWP-NGWSP Connection
isting Waterlines

C:s UB-LB CRB

Chapter Boundary 2018

NN Cha re Boundsry, Navaja Lal IDED -r L 2018
NTUA l.\‘ n, NTLIA Fressurelzed Lial

EXHIBIT No.

Mavajo Water Projects
Ganado Regional Groundwater Project

Map by- NDWR, RLK 02-20-2024

Code Talker Lateral

The Code Talker Lateral that will
extend the Code Talker Lateral
waterline and expand public water
systems to deliver potable water to
Fort Defiance, Red Lake, and Saint
Michaels, with an intertie to the
Ganado Area Project.
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Mavajo Water Projects
Ganado Regional Groundwater Project

Map by: NOWR, RLK 02-20-2024

Ganado Regional
Groundwater Project

 The Ganado Regional Groundwater
Project that will develop and expand
public water systems to deliver
potable water to Kinlichee, Ganado,
Cornfields, Lower Greasewood,
Jeddito, and Steamboat.
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Mavajo Water Projects
Lupon-Nahat'a Dzil Connection
Ganado Regional Groundwater

Project Connection

Map by: NOWR, RLK 10-03-2024

Lupton Area Project

The Lupton Area Project that will
develop and expand public water
systems to deliver potable water to
Houck, Lupton, and Nahata'Dziil.
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Mavajo Water Projects
4-Corners-Central Navajo
Pipeline Project

Map by: NDWR, RLK 02-20-2024

Four-Corners Project

* The Four-Corners Project that will
develop and expand public water
systems to deliver potable water to
Chinle, Many Farms, Rock Point,
Round Rock, Sweetwater, Teec Nos
Pos, and

Tsaile/Wheatfields/Blackrock.
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Black Mesa Project

« The Black Mesa Project that will
develop and expand public water
systems to deliver potable water to
Black Mesa, Forest Lake, Pinon,
and Shonto.
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N Hal.-Kayenta Regional Water Project
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Navajo Water Projects
Halchita-Kayenta Regional Water Project

Map by: NDWR, RLK 02-21-2024

Kayenta Area
roject

 The Kayenta Area Project
that will develop and
expand public water
systems to deliver
potable water to
Chilchinbeto, Kayenta,
Dennehotso, Mexican
Water, and Oljato.



Local Upper Basin Water Projects

* The Local Upper Basin Water Projects, small local projects
In the Upper Basin, that will develop and expand public
water systems to deliver additional water to local
communities.



Navajo Nation Operation, Maintenance &
Replacement Trust Fund

- Navajo Nation OM&R Trust Fund Account may only be
used to pay OM&R costs of the Navajo Water projects



Navajo Nation Agricultural Conservation Trust Fund

. used to pay the costs of

1 improvements to reduce water

- shortages on the historically irrigated
land of the Navajo Nation, including
sprinklers, drip or other efficient
irrigation s?/stems, land leveling,
wells, pipelines, pumps and storage,
stream bank stabilization and
restoration, pasture seeding and
management, fencing, wind breaks,
and alluvial wells.




Navajo Nation Renewable Energy

Trust Fund

Used to pay the cost of
planning, designing, and
constructing renewable energy
facilities to support the costs of
operating the Navajo Nation
Water projects and the iina ba —
paa tuwaqat’si pipeline.
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UNITED STATES SENATE COMMITTEE ON '»

NDIAN AF FAIRS About GEETLDES Press Library Contact

> LEGISLATIVE HEARING, OVERSIGHT HEARING

Oversight Hearing on “Examining
Federal Policies Governing Indian Water
Rights Settlements,” and Legislative
Hearing to receive testimony on S. 953,
Northeastern Arizona Indian Water
Rights Settlement Act of 2025

Date: March 11, 2026
Time: 2:30 PM
Location: Dirksen

Room: 628

Agenda:

» S. 953, Northeastern Arizona Indian Water Rights Settlement Act of
2025

Q




Timeline

Navajo Nation Council Navajo Nation President’s
Approval Signature

U.S. President’s U.S. Congressional
Authorization Authorization

Conformance of Settlement
Agreement

Finalized Adjudication
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https://nndwr.navajo-nsn.gov/

NAVAJO NATION
DEPARTMENT OF WATER
RESOURCES

Jason John, Director
jasonjohn@navajo-nsn.gov

Robert Kirk, Principal Hydrologist
robertkirk@navajo-nsn.gov

Dr. Crystal Tulley-Cordova, Principal Hydrologist
tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov



https://nndwr.navajo-nsn.gov/
https://nndwr.navajo-nsn.gov/
https://nndwr.navajo-nsn.gov/
mailto:jasonjohn@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:jasonjohn@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:jasonjohn@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:robertkirk@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:robertkirk@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:robertkirk@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov

https://nndoj.navajo-nsn.gov/Public-

NAVAJO DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE (DOJ)

WATER RIGHTS UNIT (WRU)

Dwight Witherspoon, Attorney
d.witherspoon@navajo-nsn.gov
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NAVAJO NATION
WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION

https://nnwrc.navajo-nsn.gov/

Joelynn Ashley, Chair & Western Agency
Commissioner
Joelynn.Ashley@navajo-nsn.qov

Earl Tulley, Vice-Chair & Chinle Agency
Commissioner
ETulley@navajo-nsn.gov

Lorenzo Bates, Northern Agency
Commissioner
Lorenzo.Bates@navajo-nsn.gov

Patricia Slim, Fort Defiance Agency
patriciaslim@navajo-nsn.qov

Cletis Mark, Eastern Agency
Cletis.Mark@Navajo-nsn.gov
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