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LEGISLATIVE MILESTONES - 1990S — 2009

Legislative Milestones (1990s-2009)

From Studies to Law: A 50-Year Road to Authorization

AUTHORIZATION
KEY DATES

Extensive federal studies documented the urgent, growing need for a large-scale water delivery system — building the evidentiary case for congressional
action.

1=

50+

YEARS OF

» [ 19905 | PLANNING

Navajo Nation water rights negotiations with the United States and State of New Mexico commenced in earnest — a prerequisite for any construction
authorization.

PL 111-11
AUTHORIZING
B LEGISLATION

Bureau of Reclamation completes the PR/FEIS — a comprehensive Planning Report and Final Environmental Impact Statement establishing the project's
preferred alternative.

2 March 30, 2009 Omnibus Public Land Management Act 2009
YEAR OF
Public Law 111-11, Title X, Part lll — officially authorizes the Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project for construction after 50+ years of advocacy and planning. AUTHORIZATION

9

The Record of Decision formally approves Reclamation's preferred project alternative — completing the authorization framework and clearing the path for Iil
construction.

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
UPPER COLORADO REGION

®  Authorization required completion of PR/FEIS - Water Rights Settlement - NM Cost-Share Agreement - Beneficiary Repayment Contracts ®  Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project



NAVAJO-GALLUP WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

Project at a Glance

~300 Miles
OF PIPELINE

Longest rural water delivery system in the U.S.
Southwest

o 37764 AF/yr
ANNUAL DIVERSION

Acre-feet diverted annually from the San Juan
River to serve all beneficiaries

10+
PUMPING PLANTS

Elevate water across rugged high-desert terrain
from the San Juan River southward

40-Year
DESIGN HORIZON

Infrastructure engineered to meet regional
demand through 2040 and beyond

SCALE & SCOPE

2
WATER TREATMENT PLANTS

Cutter Lateral plant complete; San Juan Lateral
plant under construction

$8ooM+
FEDERAL INVESTMENT

One of the largest water infrastructure
investments for Native American communities in
U.S. history

® Serving ~251,300 people across the Navajo Nation, City of Gallup & Jicarilla Apache Nation - Bureau of Reclamation, Upper Colorado Region - Completion expected 2029



% Key Infrastructure Components

San Juan River Intake & Pumping Plant

Draws raw water from the San Juan River near Farmington, NM — headworks for the
entire western branch of the system.

Frank Chee Willetto Reservoir

Primary storage facility on the San Juan Lateral — named in honor of a Navajo Nation
leader. Serves as the central holding reservoir for the western branch.

San Juan Lateral — Western Branch

Delivers approximately 33,119 AF/year to Navajo Nation communities and the City of
Gallup.

Cutter Reservoir — Eastern Branch Storage

Eastern branch storage facility serving Navajo and Jicarilla Apache communities via the
Cutter Lateral.

Cutter Lateral — Eastern Branch

Serves eastern Navajo Nation chapters and the Jicarilla Apache Nation (Teepee Junction
area). Active and delivering water.

Water Treatment Plants

One plant per lateral branch — treating raw San Juan River water to drinking standards
before community delivery.

Cutter WTP: Complete SJ WTP: Under Construction




5 Construction Timeline

20 years of progress — from authorization to full project completion
AUTHORIZATION & PLANNING

7 N\
—

2009
Authorization

Omnibus Public Land
Management Act (PL
111-11) signed; project
authorized

[ ) Completed milestone

7 N\

2010

Navajo Nation Water
Rights Settlement signed
Dec 17; legal framework

set

@ inprogress/ current

2011

NM cost-share &

beneficiary repayment

contracts finalized

Upcoming

2012

Settlements Executed Cost-Share Agreement Construction Begins

San Juan Lateral
construction
commences

CONSTRUCTION

2020

First Deliveries

Cutter Lateral delivers
water to Navajo
communities

2022

Apache Deliveries
Jicarilla Apache Nation
receives first water from
Cutter Lateral

2009 Authorization

2029 Completion

Bureau of Reclamation | Upper Colorado Region

DELIVERIES
N
2025 2028
Major Contracts Full Deliveries
$9.7M WCA Initial water deliveries

Construction contract; from San Juan Lateral

Reach 1 pipeline expected

improvements

@ 20-year journey from PL 111-11 (2009) to full completion 2029

COMPLETION

2029

Project Completion

Full project operational;
250,000 people served

Bureau of Reclamation
Upper Colorado Region



National Historic Preservation Act of 1966

Establishes a national policy to support the identification, evaluation, and
protection of historic properties that hold cultural, architectural, archaeological,

or traditional significance.

The Act ensures that Federal agencies consider the effects of their undertakings
on historic properties and work collaboratively with tribal, state, and local
governments to protect shared cultural heritage.

36 CFR Part 800 implements the procedures to define how Federal agencies meet
the Section 106 through consultation among agency official and other parties
within an interest in the effects of an undertaking on historic properti




Navajo Nation Laws and Policies

Navajo Nation Cultural Resources Protection Act (NNCRPA)
1988, CMY-19-88 and 19 NNC 1001 et segq.

Policy for the Disposition of Cultural Resources Collection,
2008

Policy for the Protection of Jischaa’: Gravesites, Human
Remains, and Funerary Items.




Programmatic Agreement
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Figure 1. Map showing the Cutter and San Juan Laterals of NGWSP in northwest New Mexico.
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Excavatéd
Archaeological Site



Navajo Nation Policy on Collections of
Archaeological Materials Excavated




. Disposition of Cultural Resources
Collection: within the project area
or outside of established project
boundaries.







Thank you
Rolf ). Nabahe, Sr. Archaeologist/NGWSP

Navajo Nation Heritage and Historic

Preservation Department : ol
PO Box 4950 Window Rock, AZ 86515 ‘ s T
Tel: 928-357-6316

Website: rj:i05://niocl rz1zjo-nsn. 2oy

Richard M. Begay, Department Manager



https://hpd.navajo-nsn.gov
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