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N an effort to meet their present obligations to the District Hospital it 1s

particularly fitting, for many reasons, that the citizens of Gilgandra should
have chosen to publish a brief survey of the history of the district. Among these
is the fact that the minds of present residents and of those who previously lived
here, naturally turn to the past and that time when the benefits of such an
institution in our midst were unknown and then on to the future, the prosperity
of which depends upon present effort.

In preparing this outline the committee was faced with the formidable task
of research for material not previously published in any form. This work was
considerably assisted by those older residents who willingly gave of their time
in an endeavour to supply many of the important links in the chain of the
district’s story,

It is but natural that many facts of interest have been omitted, and doubt-
less, some errors have crept in, but the utmost care has been displayed in
securing information from only the most reliable sources, and this has been
carefully checked.

We of Gilgandra must ever treasure the memory of those stalwart pioneers
whose mighty efforts Australia has developed in face of tremendous difficulties to
the proud modern Commonwealth we hail and revere to-day.

We have in our midst old residents who saw and aided much of the de-
velopment, and to whom, also, we must express our profound thanks, in this
auspicious week of our history. We would ask you to remember that, as well as
pionecring in our early days we are still pioneering in these more complicated
times. Modern knowledge and methods must stir us to still greater skill and
greater effort, that our memories may, too, be treasured by generations to come.

Gilgandra and district is regarded as one of the State's finest assets. We
moudly acknowledge ownership and accept it as

THE GOLDEN GIFT OF OUR PIONEERS.
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