
Career Planning 
Degree Sequence

Paying for School Occupation

H.S. Hack

Paper  
(Credentials)

People 
(Network)

Practice 
(Experience)

Maintain three points of development while pursuing your career 
planning; People, Paper, and Practice. People will provide references 
and sponsorship for opportunity. Practice will build up your experience 
making you ready for skill-based hiring. Paper provide the credentials 
for the role.

Standard Diploma 
High School 

24 credits  
18 CTE 

GED

Associate’s 
A.A. / A.S 

[2-Year College]  
60 credits 

Approximately 20 classes 
4-5 classes per Semester 

Bachelor’s  
B.A. / B.S. 

[4-Year School] 
120 credits 

(Associate + 60 credits) 

Approximately 40 classes 

FASFA 
Free application with government 
to determine eligibility for financial 

aid

Scholarships 
Awarded for achievement, 

needs, or other criteria

Master’s  
and  

Doctorate 

[Grad School] 
Master’s  

30-60 credits 

Doctorate  
60-120 credits  

Approximately 20-40 
classes

Tuition 
In-state tuition  

Ou-of-state tuition 

Grants 
Free money; no repayment 

What do you like 
doing? 

What’s in demand? 
Find the salary range

How do I know what careers are in 
demand? 

Answer: U.S. Labor of Bureau and Statistics 
Website: www.bls.gov 

Occupation Outlook Handbook (OOH)  

Work and  
Work-Study

Loans 
(Borrowed Money) 

Subsidized v. Unsubsidized

SAT 
Take test Freshman year 

and every year 

Volunteer 
volunteer 100 hours (working 

counts as well) 

Dual Enrollment 
Take college courses or 

Advanced Placement while 
in H.S. w/3.0 GPA  

salary.com 
glassdoor.com 

ziprecruiter.com 

Planning for a college and career can be daunting task, however, there are various pathways to achieve success.  
Explore the options early and stay current with trends.
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