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All materials are intended for general

information and educational purposes.  

The information presented is NOT actual

legal advice, is not to be acted on as

such, may not be current, and is subject

to change without notice.  Consult with a 

qualified attorney for such advice.







“The reauthorized Individuals with 

Disabilities Act of 2004 is confusing 

to most parents, educators, related 

service providers, and even to 

many advocates and attorneys.  

Ignorance of the law can be as 

damaging as the child’s disability.”

- Wrightslaw: Special Education Law 2nd Edition



Become INFORMED.

Informed parents are more EMPOWERED.

Empowered parents can expect PROGRESSION.



Assist parents of students with disabilities in navigating the complex special education system

• Often help obtain educational services students need

• May or may not charge fees for their services

• Should be familiar with local service providers, evaluators, attorneys, and local school districts and the options they offer, and 
local customs

• No certification authority exists to certify advocates in Louisiana 

• Nonlawyer advocates do not have a license to practice law and should understand their professional limits

• Should help parents recognize when you should seek an attorney’s services



Step 1: ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS

Step 2: BE AWARE OF THE WARNING SIGNS



ASK THE ADVOCATE

• What special education experience to you 
have?

• What experience do you have working 
with my school district?

• How do you approach disagreements with 
parents? With school personnel?

• How will you help me prepare for the 
meeting?

• What do you charge for your services and 
how are your fees determined?

• Do you have references that I can speak 
to?

ASK YOURSELF

• Will I be comfortable working closely 
with this person?

• Am I confident that this person has 
the skill to handle my case?

• Is important to me that this person is 
affiliated with COPAA?

• Do I understand the advocate’s 
explanation of the case?

• Do I understand the advocate’s fee 
agreement

• Is this advocate allowing me to make 
final decisions














How do I find an advocate

• Word of mouth

• COPAA directory

• Louisiana Procedural Safeguards Booklet
• Families Helping Families

• Pyramid Community Parent Resource Center

• Family member/neighbor/another parent



Please share in the chat:
What type of advocate have you 

worked with in the past?
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• Licensed legal professional who focuses on special education cases

• Attorney familiar with state’s school systems and federal and state special education laws and 
regulations

• May be in private practice or in public sector agency 

• May or may not charge a fee to parents

• A person who can help level the playing field for parents



• Help with communication between parent and school district

• Get services implemented or restored

• Provide encouragement to parent or advocate 

• Provide resources to parent or advocate 

• Draft complaints or appeal letters

• Represent parents or students with disabilities in IEP meetings, mediations, Manifestation 
Determination Reviews (MDR), or Due Process Hearings



• Don’t know your rights

• You face barriers to asserting your rights 

• Your rights are not being respected

• You disagree with the services your child is receiving

• You have exhausted all other avenues of resolution

• You have a complex case



• Word of mouth

• COPAA Directory

• www.theieplawyer.com








Step 1: ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS

Step 2: BE AWARE OF THE WARNING SIGNS



Top questions to ask 
Special Education Attorney

1.  What types of cases do you generally handle and 
what percentage of your practice is dedicated to special 
education law?

2.  How many cases have you represented that were similar 
to mine?

3.  What are your attorney fees and costs, and how are 
they billed?

4.  What is your philosophy to representing a case?
5.  How will you let me know what’s happening with my 

case?
6.  Do you charge for consultations?
7. Will I be expected to take part in the case?
8.  Do you practice law in my area?
9.  Are there other ways for solving my legal problem?



Top questions to ask 
YOURSELF about working with 
a Special Education Attorney



Be careful of attorneys who

• Are not specially trained in special 
education law

• Exploit parents’ emotions

• Focus discussion on himself/herself

• Do not encourage parents to make final 
decisions





Are attorneys IEP Team members? 





RESOURCES

COPAA – Council of Parent Attorneys & Advocates 
www.copaa.org
*Scholarships are available
*Free parent training
*USE THE DIRECTORY TO SEARCH FOR ADVOCATES OR ATTORNEYS

National Resource

Local parent training center
• Families Helping Families
• Pyramid Community Parent Resource Center

Advocacy Group/ Advocate
Attorney

Louisiana Resources

http://www.copaa.org/


www.theieplawyer.com

Using the gift of skilled advocacy to serve our Families, with 
grace and by Grace

Our home office is located in Denham Springs, La.

http://www.theieplawyer.com/
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