Dance Company Tnc.

Recital Handbook
Philosophies, Policies & Procedures

Dear Parents & Students,

With each annual recital, DDC aims to provide our dancers with an
exciting pevformance experience ’chrough our May recital. The recital- that
annual stap le of every dancers’ [ife- conjures images of childhood and
Americana fov many. It's a rite of passage for thousands of family and

ﬁriends that ’they anticipate with nervous excitement.

The recital oﬁers our dancers a professionaﬂy directed pevformance
that allows them to present to their families and ﬁfiends the results of a

years hard work, dedication, and progress.

A ’oig part of dance training is [eaming ’chrough pevformance. A[though
pelformance opportunities can help prepare some for a possib le career in

dance, they also contribute to children’s success in non-dance activities.



The pelfovmance experience he[ps build se[f—es’ceem and self—conﬁdence and
can result in better in-school presentations, 'meroved social skills, and
strong interview skills for fulture opportunities.

The rehearsal process is a tremendous leaming experience as well. 1t he[ps
our dancers deve[op retention skills, and by working with their
classmates on a group pevformanee, they learn the positive aspects of
working as a team to create the best end result.

Dedication to recital commitments is the Vesponsibiﬁty of both dancers and
their parents. We've created this handbook in an eﬁfort to clavify what is
expected ﬁfom everyone in terms of commitments and respons ibilities to
our annual recital, DDC, and other students and parents.

Key Contact Information for DDC:
221 Providence Walk Court
Canton, Ga 30114
678-909-3584
dream@dreamweaverdanceco.com

Dreamweaverdanceco.net

Leah Mossman (Owner/Instructor)
Jessica Fowler (Office Manager/Instructor)
Cheyenne Weight-Dickson (Social Media Correspondent/Instructor)

Marissa Diana (Instructor/Assistant)

Rehearsal and Recital Venue:
Cherokee Arts Center
94 North St.
Canton Ga 30114

*For speciﬁc rehearsal/ p icture/show times, please Vefer to the schedule
contained within this handbook.



Staying ]vgcormed,

We work hard to make the dance experience organized and ﬁm. Keeping you
'mformed (s one of our primary goa[s. Please read all 'mformaﬁon included in
your mon’chly statement email. lfyou are not receiving your mon’th[y emailed
statement, please log onto your account or contact our oﬂice to vqodate your

email address. Please also be sure our emails aren’t going into your SPAM fo [der.

Part one: The Commitment
By a[lowing your child to participate in DDC’s recital, you commit yowse[f

and/or your dancer to the fo“owing dates and events:

Date: Activity: Where:
Sun. May 5" & Dress Cherokee
Sat. May 11 Rehearsal & County Arts
Photos Center
Sat. May 18t & Recital Cherokee
Sun. May 19% County Arts
Center

Our goa[ is to make the recital an ovganized and exciting

experience fov everyone involved.



Part 2: Costumes

We spend many hours se[ect'mg the costumes for each class. They are
a[ways age-appropriate & of the highes’c qua[i’cy possilole. Costumes will
include all accessories (ha’cs, g[oves, hahqoieces, tap-ties, tights, etc.) but
not shoes.

NOTE: No jewelry or underwear is to be worn with costumes. Jewelry will
reflect the brightest stage lights and will detract from uniformity on
stage. Like any sport, a certain attire is required, and for dance, tights
act as underwear for our dancers. Wearing less layers will allow the

dancer to be more comfortable and will save them embarrassment.
Alterations:

Although rare, alterations are sometimes needed after costumes have
been distributed and are the sole Vesponsiloili’cy of the dancer’s parent or
guardian. Minor alterations can be easily done with needle and thread

and/or safe’cy pins.

Distribution:
Costumes will be distributed prior to rehearsals.* By this time, all
outstanding balances ('mc[uding tuition) will need to be paid n ﬁt“. The

deadline on all balances due is May 5”‘.

Please try on all costumes and accessories (excep’c ﬁgh’cs) as soon as you
bv'mg them home. This allows you to account for all accessories and
determine whether alterations are needed. Doing this in advance of the
recital minimizes stress at the pevformance time.

*lfyovuf recital form was received loy DDC aﬁer our January 15 deadline, p[ease note that your costume may be
delivered at a later date than the others.



Costume Care:

We highly recommend that you label all costumes, shoes, accessories,
and tights with your dancer’s ﬁrs’c and last name. Keep costumes and
ALL accessories hanging in pvovided garment ’oag. Please do not wash
costumes in wash'mg machines! Since costumes are dry clean only, we

recommend your dancer does NOT EAT OR DRINK while in costume!

]fcostume straps do not have snaps or hooks or are not atached, p[ease
sew them prior to rehearsal day. Never cross the straps unless speciﬁed
on your dancer’s teacher.

Many costumes come with headp ieces or hats. Instructions on how to
wear these accessories will be included with your costume de[ivevy. More
detailed instruction will be provided on rehearsal day.

NOTE: To ensure that there are no costume problems, dancers should
not wear their costumes, accessories, or tights prior to rehearsal day.

Costumes with Fringe:

You will notice a string at the bottom of most ﬁr'mge skirts or trim, which
is to keep the ﬁfinge ﬁfom getting tangled ’oefore pictures/ peyformance.
Please do not pu“ the string until rehearsal day. Aﬁer that date, place
fr'mge skirts on a hangev to keep them ﬁrom getting tangled.

lroning:
We do not recommend us ng a traditional iron when pressing costumes.
Silks can burn, sequins can melt, and faloric colors may change. Please
use only a steam tron. ]fneeded, steam costumes with caution because of
g[ues that may have been used to attach app[iques or trim.



Tutu Maintenance:
Grasp the waist and give it a genﬂe shake, then use your ﬁngers to

“comb” out any pieces of tulle that are wrinkled. To store a tutu, put it
ona hangev upside down. To he[p remove persistent wrinkles, hang the

tutu in the bathroom dvufing a shower or use handheld steamer.

NOTE: We recommend that you label all costumes, shoes, accessories,

and tights with your dancers ﬁrst and last name.

Quick Costume Change:

During the recital, some students may have quick costume changes. Our

well known “Dreamweavers” : Ms. Leah, Ms. Jessica, Ms. Cheyenne, and
Ms. Marissa will assist these students, whose costumes and accessories

will be placed in the Ioacks’cage area prior to the beg'mn'mg of the show.

TIPS: Costume Common Sense:

Always have a 2" pair of ﬁgh’ts available. For your convenience, ﬁghts
are available for purchase ($7) through DDC at Rehearsal and Recital.

Store costumes in pvovided garment bag.

P[ace dancer’s name in au costumes and S”lOQS.



Costume Cover-Ups:

Students peUCOVm'mg in mulﬁp le acts should wear a cover-up when in
costume but not pelforming. At times, these students will stay to watch
the act that separates their 2 peyformances. A costume cover-up he[ps
keep the muscles warm, prevents costumes ﬁfom Ioecoming soiled, and

also preserves the element of swrprise.

Part 3: Tights, Shoes, Hair, & Makeup

Tights:
T'Lgh’cs will be included with your costume de[ivery. A Ioackup pair of

ﬁgh’cs s high[y recommended (especia“y for dancers pelforming n
mulﬁp le acts). To ensure that there are no discvepancies in color and
s’cy[e, students that need backup tights are recommended to pwrchase
’c’mfough DDC at rehearsal. For your convenience, ﬁghts will also be on

sale at the giﬁ: shop the day of recital.

Shoes:

The foﬂowing shoes are Vequired for dancers taking class in that

parﬁcular genre of dance. All gir[s tap shoes should remove black ties
and use tulle ties provided with costume. lfno ties are pvovided, extra
tulle will be available at rehearsal and recital. Be sure that all shoes are
cleaned prior to rehearsal. NOTE : The majority of our dancers will not

need all of the shoes listed below, only the shoes pertaining to their class.



If you purchase new dance shoes just prior to recital, please encourage your
dancer to break them in (indoors) so that they are pliable and comfortable for

recital

GIRLS:

Pink leather Ballet shoes (no slippers please)
Black Tap shoes

Tan Jazz shoes

Black and white (converse type) low top sneakers for hqo hop

BOYS:
Black leather Ballet shoes
Black Tap shoes
Black Jazz shoes
Black and white (converse type) low top sneakers for hip hop

Shoe Exchange: Recyc[e your dancer’s old dance shoes and give a new step for a

younger dancer! DDC welcomes your genﬂy used dance shoes to pass on!
Recyc[ed shoes will be accep’ced at rehearsal and recital. Before recyc['mg your
gen’dy used shoes, p[ease clean them as best you can to make them presen’cab e

for the next dancer ©

Hair & Makeup: All fema[e dancers should wear makeup for recital: pa[e pink

[ipstick, [igh’c blush, neutral eye shadow, and mascara. For Iooys, a tiny bit of
blush works well under the Iorigh’c stage ['Lghts.

Uniform ha'urs’ty[es are Vequired. All female students must wear their hair in a
bun at the crown of the head with hairpiece ’oobby p'mned or c[ipped to the
dancer’s Vigh‘c side of the bun unless hair/ hairp lece p[acemen’c is otherwise
speciﬁed with costume or by your Dreamweaver at rehearsal. No Ioangs or beads
are allowed. Dancers with short hair must pu“ their hair away ﬁ'om face and slick
it down. A good technique to he[p with this is to pu“ the hair back when it is wet.

NOTE: Having an extra pair of tights offers dancers and parents a great sense of
security.



Part 4: Being Prepared
Planning:

The vecital isn’t a one day activity. Gather all costumes, accessories, shoes, and makeup
several days in advance so you’u know gc something ls missing or isn't right. Make a
checklist l'Lsﬁng costumes, ﬁghts, shoes, and any accessories and Vefev to it to make sure

you have all your suppﬁes Ioefove going to the theater.
Other Handy Extras:
Baby wipes/ shout wipes (to ﬁx makeup mistakes or wash hands)

Safe‘ty pins (for emergency costume repa'urs)

Clear nail polish (to repair minor holes or runs in tights when there isn’t time to change
them)

Snacks: Please do not send your dancer to rehearsal or recital with snacks or ’oevevages that
could stain their costumes. Crackers, energy bars, app les, carrot sticks, and string cheese
are good choices to eat in the car on the way to rehearsal/recital. Water is the best
’oeverage; please do not serve Juice boxes or other sﬁcky Ioeverages. And chocolate bars are

aNO NO!

Part 5: Dress Rehearsal

Participation in the dress rehearsal is mandafozy/ The dvress rehearsal allows
dancers to become fami[iar with the auditorium suwoundings and fee[
comfov’ca’o le with their pevformance, cos’cume(s), and be'mg onstage. L'Lghﬁng,
music cues, set changes, and all other logisﬁcs for an organized and professional
pelformance are rehearsed so that the dancers make the best timpression possib[e
on show day.

Why a Dress Rehearsal:

Oﬁen parents question the timportance of a dress rehearsal for their dancer. In fac’c, the

key toa successﬁd pelformancefor your C,fllld is the O[VGSS Vehearsa[. Here’s Why:

The stage is a much diﬂ“"event environment than the classroom and is at times in’clmidaﬂng
to the children.

The stage ﬁgh’cs can be ﬁightening and disorienﬁng to young dancers.

Modiﬂcaﬁons to the choreography can be made at dress rehearsal. A dancer who misses
the rehearsal will not have the chance to practice any of the changes onstage.



‘Dancers oﬁen Vely on the fami[iarity of the classroom to he[p them with spacing and
formaﬁon. Having the chance to dance without the security of the classroom before
the pevformance (s very important fov their conﬁdence.

‘Dancers have the chance to practice their stage entrances and exits and get used to
Ioeing n a new space.

°Conﬁdence is critical to a successf\d pevformance. The dress rehearsal oﬁfers your
dancer the chance to feel Veady for the show.

“There’s one ﬁnal reason: One of the ﬁmdamen‘cal oloj ectives of our curriculum is to
teach the spirit of teamwork and commitment to our classmates. When dancers miss
the rehearsal, the result can be confusion for the entire class (an absence aﬁec’ts

spacing and ﬁming).

We run an organized and ﬁmely rehearsal; your he[p with the process will help ensure
a professional production. Please arrive NO MORE THAN 15 minutes before curtain
time. Have dancers arrive in their pevformance costume. Dancers that have costume

changes will do so in the dressing room.

Dressing Room Etiquette: Dancers will respect other dancers’ space and property in

the dressing room. The dancers will spend more time in the dress'mg room than
onstage or in the auditorium, so please speak with your dancer about what is

expec’ced of him/her in the dvess'mg room so it can stay organized and clean. NO

FOOD OR DRINK 1S ALLOWED IN THE DRESSING ROOM!

Dress Rehearsal Guests:

It is recommended that one parent or guavdian accompany each dancer to the dress

rehearsal and that non dancing sib[ings stay home Lf possib le. This is to help ensure

our Vehearsa[ runs SWlOOt’/I[y and everyone can stayfocused.



Audience Etiquette:

Enthusiastic app lause is encoumged.’ However, it is never appropriate to

scream out a dancer’s name or }/6“ in any way.

Children should not Ioring handheld electronic games or other devices
with sounds and/or [igh’cs that could be dis’crac’cing fov other audience

members.

Because we present a professional pevformance, we ask that everyone
remain seated during the entire pelformance. ]fyou do leave the
auditorium during the show you will be allowed back into the
auditorium only between dances. This rule is stric’dy enforced; please do
not create a disturbance with the auditorium ushers in Vegard to this
policy.

Children must remain seated for the entire pevformance. ]fyou think
they will have a hard time remaining seated dur'mg the pevformance,
p[ease do not bv'mg them to rehearsal. AUow'mg children to run around
or otherwise dismp’c the pevformance is not fahr to the other audience

members or to the pevformers on stage.

Parents who lor'mg 'mfants to the pelgformance should quick[y exit the
auditorium f the infan’t beg'ms to cry or create a distraction for the

audience.

The use of video or ﬂash pho’cogvaphy (S s’crict[y prohib ited dw'mg the
recital. 1t is timportant that you pass this po[icy on to your recital guests.

Part 6: Student Drop off and Pickup

Dress Rehearsal: Dancers and parents should arrive no earlier than 15

minutes prior to curtain call at rehearsal. ALL dancers will need to be

checked in prior to entering the auditorium. Dancers should arrive in



Full costume, hair, and makeup. Dancers should bring all their dance shoes with
them to BOTH rehearsal and recital. Announcements will begin pvompﬂy at your
act’s designated time. Be sure to check this time located in the schedule in the
back of this packet Dancers will be dismissed ﬁfom rehearsal once they have

comp leted all of their routines.

Recital Day: Dancers, parents, and guests should arrive no earlier or later than 1 5

minutes prior to show time. All dancers will need to check in with Ms. Jessica after
which Ms. Cheyenne will escort dancers to their designated dvess'mg room where
they will be p[aced under the supervision of Ms. Tabitha (our Dressing Room
Manager), Ms. Shelley (our Dressing Room Mom), and our dressing room
assistants. Parents are not allowed in the dressing room at any time! Dancers will
remain backstage for the entire pevformance. After the trop hy presentation,
Dancers will be dismissed at the sides of the stage.

NOTE: Parents are not allowed into the dressing rooms at any time!

Please do not attempt to pick up your child during the performance. All students
will be under the supervision of responsible adults and will be safe for the length
of the performance.

NOTE: Your dancers will need ALL of their dance shoes for BOTH rehearsal and
recital.



Part 7: Recital Photography:

Recital Photos:
Class pho’cos will be taken on rehearsal night on the renowned Amanda Neeley.

Photo times are subject to change. Please conﬁrm your dancers class pho’co time
pvovided in this packet. All dancers are Vequired to be present for their group
pho‘co even gC you do not intend on pwfchas ng a photo. Annual class photos
prove to be a keepsake fov many years to come. It is important for all classmates
to participate. Aﬁer the group pho’co shoot, dancers may choose to have
individual portraits made. There is no ob[igaﬁon to purchase photos. Parents
should pay close attention to scheduled photo times, but also keep in mind that
rehearsal on stage will take priority of photos. Amanda Nee[ey will accept cash or
credit for the pw’chase of group and individual photos.

PHOTO TIMES WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT REHEARSALS!

Photo Purchase: Photos will be available for pwchase the night of rehearsal.
Pricing 'mformaﬁon (s provided in the back of this package. Please print
this form and bring to rehearsal to order photos! Only cash or credit will
be accepted for photo pwchase. No checks please.

Hair and Makeup:

Hair and makeup should be done for rehearsal as should be done for a
pevformance. Please have your dancer arrive in fu“ hair and makeup (as

well as in ﬁd[ costume) at your designated dress rehearsal as well as
recital time. All female students should wear the fo“ow'mg: (these are also

conveniently included in our Recital Survival Kits available for pre-order ($15) or at
rehearsals for $20).

Pale pink lipstick
Light blush
Neutral eye shadow
Black mascara

For the looys, a little blush works well so their faces don’t appear washed out
under the brigh’c stage lights.



Part 8: Recital Tickets

Ticket Policies:
Included with the delivery of your costume will also be 4 tickets to this year's

show. Additional tickets will be available for purchase at the door on rehearsal
nigh’c as well as the day of the show. The cost for additional tickets will be $5. All
studio accounts (tuition, costumes, etc.) must be paid n ﬁt“ Ioefore costume
de[ivery is made and additional tickets are purchased. Children under the age
of 5yrs. will not require a ticket fov entry.

Part 9: Recital Policies
Video and Photography: Parents or guavdians may videotape or

photogvaph their dancers at the dress rehearsal only. No electrical outlets will be
available, so be sure your batteries are ﬁtﬂy charged. Please note: No video or

photography will be allowed at the recital.
Auditorium Rules : No outside food or loeverage will be allowed in the

theater. Eating and dvink'mg is not allowed in the dvess'mg room. Smok'mg (S
not allowed anywhere on the premises. During the recital, when the dancers are

not onstage they must remain in the dressing rooms with the Dreamweavers.

Backs’cage: Family members and ﬁ'iends are not permi’cted backs’cage or in the

dress'mg rooms at any time dwr'mg rehearsal or recital, 'meluding during
intermission and Ioefore and aﬁer the show. There is a [ot of backs’cage activity in
a limited space, and dress'mg rooms are private areas. Please remind your family
and guests to be respectﬁd of these areas. Those who wish to greet pelformers
aﬁer the show or present ﬂowers may do so in the auditorium once the show has

ended, in the [ob]oy areas, or outside.



PTO}OS: All props are the property of Dreamweaver Dance Company and are to
be returned to the stage aﬁer the pevformance. Props include such items as

canes, paraso[s, beach balls, etc.

NOTE: No video or photography will be allowed at the Recital.

Part 10: Awards and Recognition
We recognize all our dancers on stage dur'mg the trop hy presentation. Upon

receipt of your dancer’s costume at your school, you will sign next to your
dancer’s name to show that you in fact received your costume for the show. At
that time, please check to be sure your dancer’s name(s) are speued cowecﬂy as

that is how he or she will be listed in our program.

The trop lny presentation will take place immediate [y fo“ow ng the end of your

dancer’s act.

The Recital is for Everyone!

When everyone puts the children first, the recital experience is one they'll never

forget. We appreciate your cooperation and compliance with the rules and
guidelines provided in this handbook and hope that Dreamweaver Dance

Company’s annual recital will be as fun and exciting for you as it is for all our
staff. We thank you for working with us to create a memorable educational
experience through performance for all our students.

We'll see you at the show!



Rehearsal and Recital Schedule
Please be sure to check both rehearsal and recital times closely for your
participating DDC location and put in your calendars to reserve the day and
time! Remember the REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY for your dancer to be
eligible to participate in the big show and to receive his or her trophy!

Act 1
KRK Springfield
KRK Duluth
Primrose Mableton 3pm class
Primrose Mableton 4pm class
Covenant Presbyterian

Rehearsal: Saturday May 11 at 9:45am*
*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Saturday May 18 at 10:00am*

*Please arrive no earlier than 9:45am on the day of the show!!

Act 2
Baker Elementary 2:45 class
Baker Elementary 4:00 class
Tomorrow’s Hope Montessori 3:30 class

Tomorrow’s Hope Montessori 4:30 class
Goddard Barrett

Rehearsal: Saturday May 11 at 11:45am*

*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Saturday May 18 at 12:00pm*

*Please arrive no earlier than 11:45am on the day of the show!!



Rehearsal and Recital Schedule
Please be sure to check both rehearsal and recital times closely for your
participating DDC location and put in your calendars to reserve the day and
time! Remember the REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY for your dancer to be
eligible to participate in the big show and to receive his or her trophy!

Act 3
Eastminster
KRK Satellite 3:30 class
KRK Satellite 4:30 class
Notre Dame Academy EYC class
Bundle of Joy Academy

Rehearsal: Saturday May 11 at 1:45pm*
*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Saturday May 18 at 2:00pm*

*Please arrive no earlier than 1:45pm on the day of the show!!

Act 4
Discovery Point Mary Eliza 10:00 class
Discovery Point Mary Eliza 3:00 class
Discovery Point Mary Eliza 4:00 class
Discovery Point Prominence Pt. 3:00 class
Discovery Point Prominence Pt 4:00 class

Rehearsal: Saturday May 11 at 3:45pm*

*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Saturday May 18 at 4:00pm*

*Please arrive no earlier than 3:45pm on the day of the show!!



Rehearsal and Recital Schedule
Please be sure to check both rehearsal and recital times closely for your
participating DDC location and put in your calendars to reserve the day and
time! Remember the REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY for your dancer to be
eligible to participate in the big show and to receive his or her trophy!

Act 5
KRK Sandy Plains 9:00 class
KRK Sandy Plains 10:00 class
KRK Sandy Plains 3:00 class
Meadows Montessori School
Hayes Elementary School
Rehearsal: Saturday May 11 at 5:45pm*

*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Saturday May 18 at 6:00pm*

*Please arrive no earlier than 5:45pm on the day of the show!!

Act 6
KRK Chapel Hill
Russell Elementary 2:45pm class
Russell Elementary 4:00pm class
Primrose Wade Green
Tritt Elementary 2:30 class
Tritt Elementary 3:45 class
Rehearsal: Sunday May 5 at 1:45pm*

*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Sunday May 19 at 2:00pm*

*Please arrive no earlier than 1:45pm on the day of the show!!



Rehearsal and Recital Schedule
Please be sure to check both rehearsal and recital times closely for your
participating DDC location and put in your calendars to reserve the day and
time! Remember the REHEARSAL IS MANDATORY for your dancer to be
eligible to participate in the big show and to receive his or her trophy!

Act7

Mini Elites
Junior Elites
Senior Elites

Keira Solo
Makayla Solo
Summer Solo

Makayla and Summer Duet

Rehearsal: Sunday May 5 at 3:45pm*
*all dancers should be checked in and seated in the theater for important
announcements by this time. Rehearsals and group photos will begin promptly following
announcements.

Recital: Sunday May 19 at 4:00pm*

*Please arrive no earlier than 3:45pm on the day of the show!!



