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NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA AND FOUNDER’S DAY
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BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES
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A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, St. Croix, United States Virgin Islands, known for its rich history and cultural
heritage, is designated as a US National Heritage Area under the National Heritage Area Act, authored
by Virgin Islands Delegate to Congress Stacey Plaskett, and signed into law by President Joe Biden;
and

WHEREAS, the United States is commemorating its 250th anniversary throughout 2026, also
known as the Semi-quincentennial (America250), to celebrate the founding of the Nation and the
monumental, historical date when the United States severed ties from Great Britain and became an
independent, sovereign nation on July 4, 1776; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting to set aside a special day to recognize the uniqueness of St. Croix’s
National Heritage Area designation, the historical legacy of the island, and acknowledge Alexander
Hamilton, who was a native of the Caribbean, first U.S. Secretary of the Treasury, and Founding
Father of the Nation; and

WHEREAS, designated in 2023 with the Virgin Islands Historic Preservation Office as its
coordinating entity, the St. Croix National Heritage Area is the first National Heritage Area (NHA)
located in a U.S. territory. The area is tasked with conserving the natural, cultural, historic, and scenic
characteristics that are important to St. Croix and the Nation’s heritage. Additionally, the region
continues to highlight St. Croix’s rich biodiversity while balancing tourism and environmental
sustainability; and

WHEREAS, notable historical sites located in St. Croix’s National Heritage Area include
Government House, Maroon Ridge, Salt River Bay National Historical Park and Ecological
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Preserve/Columbus Landing Site, Estate Whim Plantation Museum, Fort Frederik National Historic
Landmark Site, and Frederiksted National Historic District; and

WHEREAS, Fort Frederik National Historic Landmark Site, widely regarded as the
birthplace of Virgin Islands Emancipation, continues to hold profound importance for Virgin
Islanders due to its role in the events that led to the emancipation of enslaved Africans on July 3,
1848. Historical accounts record July 2, 1848, as the day that thousands of enslaved Africans gathered
at Fort Frederik to carry out their plan on July 3, 1848, to end slavery in the Danish West Indies, now
the United States Virgin Islands. On July 3, 1848, also referred to as Emancipation Day, after General
Moses Gottlieb demanded freedom for all and enslaved Africans confronted Danish military forces,
Governor-General Peter von Scholten arrived at Fort Frederik and declared, “All unfree in the Danish
West Indies are from today free™; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate and fitting to recognize St. Croix’s National Heritage Area in
the context of Emancipation Day and the Nation’s Independence Day. St. Croix’s National Heritage
Area preserves the Territory’s history and terrain of our ancestors who triumphed over slavery and
secured freedom for all in the United States Virgin Islands.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Albert Bryan Jr., Governor of the United States Virgin Islands, by
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Revised Organic Act of 1954, as amended, do proclaim
June 26, 2026, as “National Heritage Area and Founder’s Day” in the Territory. National Heritage
Area and Founder’s Day is a time of observance and celebration to commemorate the St. Croix
National Heritage Area Pre-America250 Event and conclude National Caribbean-American Heritage
Month. I urge all residents to participate in any events, celebrations, or ceremonies, and learn more
about the St. Croix National Heritage Area.

IN WITNESS WHEREOYF, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the
Government of the United States Virgin Islands to be affixed at Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, United
States Virgin Islands, this 2 57T day of June, A.D. 2026.

Albert Bryan Jr.
Governor
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Lie ant Governor




