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 “It is a capital mistake to theorize before one has data.  Insensibly one begins 
  to twist facts to suit theories, instead of theories to suit facts.” 
        Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.1 
 
 
For a hundred years after his death, Alexander Hamilton’s connection with the West 
Indies was either reduced to a few anecdotes or ignored altogether.  Early biographers  
summarily dismissed any possibility of positive contribution from a region they regarded 
as an economic and social “backwater.”  This, of course, had not always been so, and 
they conveniently ignored Hamilton’s own assessment that his experiences clerking at 
Christiansted were “the most useful part of his education.”2 
 
Since the turn of the twentieth century, that glaring omission has been gradually rectified.   
In his or her own way, Gertrude Atherton, Waldemar Westergaard, Holger Utke 
Ramsing, Broadus Mitchell, and Harold Larson began to reveal the triumphs and 
tragedies of Alexander Hamilton’s formative years in the West Indies through archival 
research.3  The subsequent compilation of Hamilton’s papers4 made surviving 
correspondence relative to St. Croix and about his parents more widely available.  
Biographies by James Thomas Flexner, Forrest McDonald, Richard Brookhiser, Stephen 
F. Knott, Willard Sterne Randall, and Ron Chernow;5 as well as local academic papers,6 
have all acknowledged, if not elaborated on, the influence of the West Indian experience 
in shaping Hamilton’s character, values, and philosophies.  Given these advances in 
scholarship, it is dismaying that the public’s understanding of the young Alexander 
Hamilton should still be misled by publications and statements “…in which truth and 
legend are hopelessly intermingled….[and o]ld errors continue to be repeated, and new 
ones added”—a concern as valid today as when it was first expressed more than half a 
century ago.7 
 
The theme of this paper was prompted by certain assertions about Alexander Hamilton on 
St. Croix made by or on behalf of organizations,8 the U.S. Senate,9 and the National Park 
Service10 in support of Senate Bill S.1969.  This bill would authorize “the Secretary of 
the Interior to conduct a special resource study to determine the suitability and feasibility 
of designating Estate Grange and other sites related to Alexander Hamilton’s life on the 
island of St. Croix in the United States Virgin Islands as a unit of the National Park 
System…”11  The assertions in question purport to be factual but are without attribution, 
making identification of the original sources--much less any critical analysis of them--
speculative at best. 
 



Efforts to better understand the past are dynamic processes.  Regardless of subject matter, 
interpretations are influenced by a host of different perspectives,12 disciplines,13 and 
motives.14  Evidence, extracted from a wide range of sources, are subject to critical 
analysis to determine authenticity, credibility, purpose or intent, and extent of bias.  
These facts are then correlated to either support or refute a given hypothesis, from which 
one or more conclusions can be drawn. 
 
Professional and amateur historians are guided by certain standards related to 
methodology and ethics.  Nevertheless, there are individuals who either consider 
themselves or whom others style historians by virtue of their ability to pass off the 
findings of others as their own, without the slightest pang of conscience. 
 
Regardless of how careful a researcher is, mistakes do occur from time to time.  
However, the discerning reader should pause if errors occur frequently or are of sufficient 
magnitude.  Why would this happen?  Few individuals deliberately go out of their way to 
risk embarrassment or loss of credibility because of fabrications, outlandish claims, or the 
uncritical repetition of proven inaccuracies.  The errors referenced in this paper suggest 
either a lack familiarity with professional standards governing historical research, or a 
predilection to tailor the “facts” to the theory.  Let us examine a few current examples.15 
 

Home on the “Grange” 
 
The family association 
In 1738, James Lytton and his wife, Anne (Rachel Faucett’s older sister, and Alexander 
Hamilton’s aunt), left Nevis for the Danish island of St. Croix.  They, like other planters 
and merchants from British and Dutch possessions in the Leeward Islands, came seeking 
opportunities through the plantation economy and real estate speculation.  The Lyttons 
purchased, and resided at, the 150-acre sugar plantation designated No. 9 Company’s 
Quarter, a mile southwest of Christiansted.  The plantation was later called “Grange.”16 
 
What’s in a name 
The Compact Oxford English Dictionary defines “Grange” as “A farm, esp. the residence 
and outbuildings of a gentleman farmer.”17  It has been asserted that the Lyttons gave 
their plantation this name.18  While it is tempting to infer an association between the St. 
Croix “Grange” and the Hamilton ancestral estate of the same name in Stevenston Parish, 
Ayrshire County, Scotland, one should bear a few pertinent factors in mind.  First, the 
Lyttons had sold No. 9 Company’s Quarter to Nicholas Tuite in December, 1764.  
Second, the Lyttons had no acquaintance with James Hamilton (senior) prior to his arrival 
along with his family at Christiansted in May, 1765.  Third, it seems the name “Grange” 
does not appear in records in association with No. 9 Company’s Quarter until August 12, 
1769, when it is included in the entry for James Lytton in the St. John’s Anglican Church, 
Christiansted, Burial Register.19  The likelihood that the plantation was named “Grange” 
by Tuite, who came from Ireland and where it occurs as a geographic place name in two 
counties, warrants further research.20  Incidentally, Estate Grange should not be confused 
with Estate La Grange, West End Quarter,21 which occurs from time to time largely due 
to carelessness misstatement.22 



 
Blest be the tie that binds 
In mid-1745, Mary Faucett and her 16-year old daughter Rachel came to St. Croix, the  
largest of the “Danish Islands in America,” to visit Anne and her planter husband, James  
Lytton.23  The visit coincided with the baptism of one of the Lytton’s children.24  A recent  
source has stated that “…the teenage Rachel inherited a modest property her [late] father  
owned on St. Croix.25  This is indeed a revelation, and we can only hope that the source  
of this claim and the location of the property will be identified in the near future. 
 
Rachel’s marriage to the older Johan [later anglicized to “John”] Michael Lavien was  
soon “arranged” by her mother, perhaps motivated by the prospects of social and  
financial advancement.  All that glitters is not gold!  Lavien, a former “merchant in  
Neevis” and an aspiring planter on St. Croix, has been estimated to be 12 to 22 years  
older than Rachel.26  “After a short courtship…[Rachel and Lavien27] were married at  
The Grange, the stately great house of the Lytton plantation ”28 
 
After five years and the birth of a son, Rachel walked out of the marriage for reasons 
unknown.  Lavien “brought public charges against Rachel for abandoning her `duty’ as 
his wife….[and] had her tossed into jail at the Christiansted fort.”  She endured “...about 
three months…in an 8-by-10-foot cell with a single heavily barred window looking out 
on a high wall (emphasis added)…”29 before her release and prompt departure for Nevis.  
Herein lies another example that “the devil is in the details”:  it was quite impossible for 
the view from that cell window to be blocked by a “high wall,” since that wall was not 
erected until 1835--85 years after Rachel’s incarceration.30  On the other hand, perhaps 
Rachel was ahead of her time… 
 
A changeless presence 
On St. Croix in the eighteenth century, it was customary for many weddings—especially 
upper class ones--to be solemnized in private residences rather than in church.  Rachel’s 
wedding at the Lyttons has given rise to all sort of modern speculation and assumptions 
about what the great house looked like.  In reality, the first scant details about the 
appearance of the great house at “Grange” were not published until 1971.  We would do 
well to forego romantic images of elegance (e.g., crystal chandeliers and servants in 
livery) more appropriate to a later age.  In 1745, St. Croix had been open to colonization 
under the Danes for less than eleven years.  For the well-to-do, living conditions were 
comfortable but hardly luxurious in an otherwise pioneer environment.  Most, if not all, 
“dwelling houses” (the term “great house” gained currency much later) were originally 
wooden structures on masonry foundations.  As profits were realized from the production 
and sale of agricultural products (such as cotton, sugar, molasses, and rum), these houses 
were replaced on the same site with larger, far more substantial and elaborate masonry 
structures, which can be deduced by the significant increase in itemized value between 
inventories.  A date stone on the “Grange” great house, inscribed “DE ANNA / ANNO 
1761,” provides the likely year for this transformation. 
 
Many buildings have a life of their own.  Over time, they are modified to some degree to 
meet specific needs and circumstances—e.g., to accommodate larger families.  In his 



memoirs, Robert Skeoch (owner of Estate Diamond & Ruby in Queen’s Quarter) made 
two statements regarding the great house at “Grange,” having to do with the Hurricane of 
September 12-13, 1928.  “The chimney….at Work & Rest…no longer exists as it was 
bought for its stone by the Armstrongs when they remodeled the house at the Grange in 
1929 after losing their home at Hermon Hill in the 1928 hurricane”31  Furthermore, 
“They…fixed up a little room in addition to their mother’s room [at Estate Hermon Hill] 
and lived that way for some time until the restoration of the old house at The Grange 
had progressed sufficiently for them to live there.  That house had not been as badly 
damaged by the hurricane as was Hermon Hill.”32 
 
These general statements were elaborated on in an online article about a tour of “The 
Grange,” courtesy of “Jane, the custodian of the estate.”33  She noted that “Grange” was, 
“Home of Rachel Fawcett Levine, mother of the great American statesman, Alexander 
Hamilton, who, presumably, frequented the estate”….Rachel “…is buried on the 
premises and a gravestone was erected in the 1930’s [sic.] to commemorate her death” 
[emphases added].  The following architectural details of the great house, obviously 
provided by the current owners, are worthy of note:  “The main level of the Greathouse is 
served by a grand staircase ascending from the front door on the southwest corner of the 
building.  This was added in the early 20th century.  At the top of the stairs is the 
dining room….This room was, at one time, a gallery (as its plethora of windows attests).  
It was converted in 1929 to a dining room by it then new owners who bought The 
Grange after their house, in Beeston Hill [sic.],34 was destroyed by the devastating 
hurricane of 1928.  East of the dining room (nee gallery) is the high-ceilinged living 
room, or drawing room as it was known.  In the east wall35 (which is 28 inches thick), a 
shuttered doorway opens precipitously on a vista of flat green fields36 that once were 
planted in sugar cane…”  The article goes on to say, “The Grange Greathouse has five 
bedrooms and four baths.  The basement is comprised of two handsome, stone- and 
coral-walled bedrooms as well as myriad storage areas.  Arched window openings 
and passageways lend a unique architectural flavor and a decidedly non-basement-
like appearance to this level…37  [O]utside on the western exposure, we viewed the 
foundation of the old cookhouse which has been capped and converted to an above-
ground cistern” [emphases added]. 
 
Nevertheless, we read that, “The building beside which is Rachel’s grave, was damaged 
in the 1920s by a fierce storm and again by Hurricane Hugo in 1989; it was faithfully 
restored [emphasis added] on both occasions…”38  Sweeping generalizations will have 
to be assessed according to applicable standards as part of the federal feasibility study, if 
that bill gets approved and funded.  This will determine how precisely or loosely certain 
terms (“restored” versus “remodeled,” each having its own technical specific definitions) 
have been used.  It is safer at this juncture to say that the great house at “Grange”—inside 
and out--is today an entirely different building than that at the time of Rachel’s wedding 
in 1745, and is markedly different from what existed between 1765-1773! 
 
“Happy childhood hours” 
Some authors have stated that Alexander Hamilton lived at No. 9 Company’s Quarter39 or 
at least “spent happy childhood hours” there.40  Both assertions are fantasies.  James 



Lytton sold the plantation to Nicholas Tuite in December, 176441—months before the 
Hamiltons arrived at Christiansted in May, 1765.  After the parting of their parents in the 
summer of 1765, the Hamilton brothers lived with their mother, and would have spent a 
good part of each day working at her store42 or elsewhere to help earn a living.  It strains 
the imagination to have them walk more than a mile each way to a property no longer 
owned by relatives, to do heaven knows what—perhaps contemplate the glories of the 
past.  One could only imagine what the owner or his manager would have thought about 
the presence of relatively impoverished juvenile trespassers. 
 
Rachel’s gravesite and the monument 
The last Alexander Hamilton association with “Grange” concerns the burial site of his 
mother.  When the Lyttons sold their plantation to Nicholas Tuite, the family cemetery 
was reserved.  Rachel died of Yellow Fever at her residence in Christiansted on February 
19, 1768.  She was buried the following day in the Lytton cemetery.  To assert that, “As a 
divorced woman with two children conceived out of wedlock, Rachel was likely denied a 
burial at nearby St. John’s Anglican Church”43 may be logical assumption in light of 
societal attitudes in the 18th century, but it still conjecture in the absence of contemporary 
documentation.  The location of the gravesite (“Mr. Tuite’s Plant.”) is, along with other 
details, found in her entry in the St. John’s Burial Register.44 
 
A granite monument to Rachel is located a short distance to the northwest of the great 
house kitchen.  Here is how it came to be:  In 1901,45 American author Gertrude Atherton 
traveled to St. Croix and Nevis seeking documentation for her pending “historical novel,” 
The Conqueror.  She was shown Rachel’s entry in the church burial register, which 
indicated where she had been buried.  Atherton, enthralled with Rachel’s independent and 
unconventional character, purchased the monument out of her own funds and had it 
erected on the estate in Rachel’s memory. 
 
Here’s the rub.  Traces of the Lytton cemetery have long since disappeared.  Atherton’s 
selection of the site for the monument was arbitrary and partially influenced by aesthetic 
considerations, and has no relationship to the actual gravesite.  Incidentally, the 
monument was inscribed with an incorrect birth year of 1736, rather than 1729.46 
 

The Alexander Hamilton you never suspected 
 
Sleeping around 
Modesty has little place when it comes to capitalizing on someone famous.  A favorite 
association is that “so-and-so” lived (or slept) here.  For example, George Washington 
slept in so many places that one is left to wonder when he found the time to become “the 
Father of his Country.”  On a lesser scale, the same principle applies to Alexander 
Hamilton and St. Croix.  In addition to supposedly living at “Grange” with his mother 
and brother (which has already been addressed), Alexander Hamilton was reputed to have 
lived at Estate Shoys from 1762-1765 while his father was employed there as manager.47  
This only serves to muddy the waters even further.  This author knows of no 
contemporary proof for either allegation.  After their mother’s death, the Hamilton boys 
lived with their cousin Peter Lytton until the latter’s suicide (perhaps they failed to tidy 



up their room once too many times).  “Alexander [then] went to live with the [Thomas] 
Stevens family just outside Christiansted…”48  According to this scenario, Alexander 
Hamilton rode a horse to and from work.49  The Stevens’ residence, however, was 
recorded on King Street.50  This raises the questions (a) when King Street was ever 
considered “just outside Christiansted,” and in light of the Stevens’ actual residence (b) 
whether Hamilton really rode a horse the approximately three blocks to and from work. 
 
Wearing out the library card 
There is no question that Alexander Hamilton was of genius caliber.  However, to state 
that Hamilton had, “by the time he celebrated his 12th birthday,…read and reread 
Plutarch, Hume, Locke, Shakespeare, Milton, Livy, Hobbes, Machiavelli, Voltaire and 
Rousseau along with surveys of Greek and Roman history” without the benefit of 
extensive and formal tutelage staggers the imagination.  It has furthermore been stated 
that, “Some of these books were among the titles in his mother’s library.”51  The Dealing 
(e.g., Probate) Court’s inventory of Rachel’s estate only collectively referred to “34 
books” without listing the titles.52  It is most unfortunate that no citations were provided 
to support these claims.  The practical explanation may lie in the fact that the evidence 
simply does not exist. 
 
Adoption papers in duplicate 
A senior official with the National Park Service, in testimony on behalf of S.1969, stated 
that, “After his mother’s death, Hamilton was twice adopted…”53  This assertion was 
repeated in a local newspaper article, which specifically named “a cousin, Peter Lytton” 
and, after Lytton’s suicide, “local merchant Thomas Stevens.”54  Although the individuals 
and the chronological sequence are correct, the assertion of adoption is not.  The 
explanation is deceptively simple:  these gentlemen were successively placed as 
“guardians.”  The terms “guardianship” and “adoption” were not—and are not--
synonymous. 
 
Where DID Hamilton work? 
Eleven-year-old Alexander Hamilton went to work for the firm of New Yorkers David 
Beekman and Nicholas Cruger in 1766, and not, as has been implied, after Rachel’s death 
in 1768.55  Local tradition has long placed Cruger’s place of business at Nos. 56-57 King 
Street, across from Government House.56  Not to be outdone, there have also been 
sporadic (although less well known) assertions which placed Nicholas Cruger’s business 
in Frederiksted, on “…Bay [Strand] Street, fronting the roadstead …[where] Alexander 
Hamilton…had worked as a clerk…”57  The likely cause of the legend of Nos. 56-57 
King Street, Christiansted, stems from the fact that Cruger eventually owned that 
property beginning in 1781,58 eight years after Alexander Hamilton had left the island!  
Details, details!  In Hamilton’s time on St. Croix, property ownership records locate the 
store at Nos. 7-8 King Street, with warehouses at Nos. 23 and 26 King Cross Street.59  
Peter Lotharius Oxholm’s 1779 Plan No. 2 of Christiansted60 shows that the “footprint” 
(outline) of the buildings there were laid out like a capital “L.”  The storefront (the base 
of the “L”) faced King Street, and the two rows of warehouses with a narrow passageway 
in between (the leg of the “L”) extended along King Cross Street. 
 



“Hamming” it up 
A recent publication about Alexander Hamilton on St. Croix, claimed of “…whom all his 
friends called “Ham.”  Although the source of this claim was not attributed, it has been 
traced to Hamilton biographers Ron Chernow and James Thomas Flexner.61  

Unfortunately, the current author has chronologically misrepresented the application of 
that nickname.  It originated as a term of endearment for Alexander Hamilton among 
fellow aides to General George Washington during the American Revolution, and NOT 
earlier on St. Croix.  No evidence survives—if it was ever recorded in the first place—of 
the use of a Hamilton nickname on St. Croix, as we know that he called his boyhood 
friend Edward Stevens “Ned.” 
 
The college fund 
Most of his biographers generally acknowledge that the hurricane of August 31,  
1772--described at the time as “the most dreadful Hurricane known here in the memory  
of Man.”62—provided a providential opportunity for seventeen-year-old Alexander  
Hamilton.  His vivid impressions were recorded in a remarkable erudite, half  
descriptive and half philosophical letter to his father, who was then living in Tobago.  A  
Presbyterian clergyman at Christiansted, the Rev. Hugh Knox, was able to persuade a  
reluctant Hamilton to publish the letter anonymously in the Royal Danish American  
Gazette.63  This reluctance is at odds with the allegation that, “The Gazette published  
several of Hamilton’s often startlingly accomplished and mature poems…”  Hamilton’s  
authorship is assumed on the basis of the pseudonym, “a local youth.”64  However, the  
Rev. Knox introduced the author of the hurricane letter as “a Youth of the Island.”  The  
letter certainly made quite an impression on its readers, persuading some to actively try to  
further the young man’s education. 
 
Published sources have attributed financial assistance to “two generous aunts;” “admiring  
friends and relatives;” public subscription; “wealthy merchants[,]…Nicholas Cruger[,]…  
Cornelius Kortright[,]…Thomas Stevens, the probate judge, and the son of  
Stadthauptmand [Town Captain Bertram Pieter] de Nully…”65 What are the practicality  
of the various options? 
 
Alexander Hamilton had only one aunt—his mother’s sister, Ann Faucett Lytton, who 
had already died in 1765—and not two.  The other female relative, a first cousin--Ann 
Lytton Venton (later Mitchell)—was not been in a financial position to assist anyone.  
She and her first husband had fled St. Croix for New York in 1763 following his 
bankrupcy.66 
 
Recent Hamilton biographers have favored some form of subscription.67  However, a  
thorough survey of the Royal Danish American Gazette between September, 1772 and  
July, 1773, by this author has failed to show any notices for public subscription, which  
would have been the norm.  In the absence of a general subscription, it is reasonable to  
suggest that one or more of the gentlemen of means mentioned privately contributed the  
funds.  Nicholas Cruger would have had the greatest reason to do so,68 given Hamilton’s  
exertions on behalf of him and his business. 
 



Rev. Knox, for his part, provided letters of introduction to influential people in New York 
and New Jersey, and particularly to his alma mater, the College of New Jersey at 
Princeton.69  Not long after June 3, 1773, 18-year old Alexander Hamilton left St. Croix 
for British North America70 and future greatness. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Any understanding of the past is shaped by a number of factors.  Research about a 
particular topic or theme is affected by motive; the comparative use of primary, 
secondary, or tertiary sources; the proficiency, thoroughness, and analytical skills of the 
researcher; and the reflection of “balance” in the narrative.  The successful defense of a 
premise—or the credibility of a conclusion—depends on the reliability and weight of 
supporting evidence.  Independent authentication and relevance of evidence depends on 
an author’s acknowledgement of each and every source used. The practice of dispensing 
with such academic conventions is a disconcerting trend. 
 
How authors present their work tells the perceptive reader a great deal that is not written.  
It may indicate that a particular author does not subscribe to certain standards.  It may 
reflect either an attitude (“History…is to a large degree educated guesswork”) [71] or a 
philosophy (the “scientific principle” of “Occam’s [sic.] Razor,” in which “the solutions 
may not always be correct, but most of the time the approach will yield satisfactory 
results”) [72] toward historical research.  The absence of credits may simply be a way of 
avoiding the inconvenience of less-than-compelling proof. 
 
The same may be said of how authors regard contradictory findings.  It may sound 
sophisticated, but is neither enlightening or convincing to the reader, to arbitrarily dismiss 
the research and findings of others (e.g., “lack of reliable records,” “reigning but suspect 
historical accounts” or as “a bit too facile”) [73] without the benefit of explanation. 
 
These are all highly unsatisfactory.  We may be entitled to our own opinions, but we are 
not entitled to our own “facts.”  Three guiding principles may prove useful in historical 
research and writing.  First, accuracy, objectivity, and sensitivity lay the foundation for a 
high standard of work.  Second, give credit where credit is due.  Third, just because 
something appears in print does not automatically make it true; put your own intelligence 
and discernment to use and draw your own conclusions. 
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“Lewin,” or “Lovien” (Cissel 2004:note 10). 
28  Hoffman (2007:30). 
29  Hoffman (2007:30-31). 
30  Cissel (2004:2-3). 



31  Armstrong (1971:91). 
32  Armstrong (1971:136-137). 
33  http://www.gotostcroix.com/thegrange.htm. 
34  Hermon Hill, per notes 31 and 32. 
35  This author, who had some familiarity with the great house, recalls this full-length window—not doorway--facing 
roughly north. 
36  The great house is surrounded by large mahogany trees. 
37  As explained by the late Irene Lowe Armstrong (Mrs. Robert K. Armstrong), the cellars (so-called “basement”) 
were converted into an apartment for her twin brother-in-law, Mr. Malcolm K. Armstrong. 
38  Hoffman (2007:37). 
39  “By 1765 Rachel and the boys were ensconced in The Grange great house, where Rachel had married Lavien in 
1745 (Hoffman 2007:3 7). 
40  Lewisohn (1970:147). 
41  Ramsing 1939:244, 246. 
42  Rachel’s  rented shop/residence was at No. 34 Company Street from 1765-1766 and 1768, and temporarily at No. 
23 Company Street in 1767 (Cissel 2004:6).  Neither of these locations could be considered “not far up the road from 
the headquarters of the successor to the original Danish West India and Guinea Company, which was sold to the crown 
in 1754” (Hoffman 2007:38).  The Danish Company’s offices at Christiansted were located on the second floor of the 
Guinea Company Warehouse (Cissel 2000), and not the building on Company Street as represented in Hoffman 
(2007:26). 
43  Chernow (2004:25), rephrased without acknowledgement by Hoffman (2007:43):  “She was not permitted to be 
interred in the churchyard owing to her irregular ways.” 
44  The relevant entry in the St. John’s Burial Register for 1768 reads “Rachael Levine Feb. 26 at Mr. Tuite’s Plant. By 
D.O. age 32.”  Burials on plantations (here abbreviated “Plant.”) were not uncommon in the 18th and well into the 19th 
century, with the ceremony at the gravesite and not in the church.  Ramsing (1939:246) asserted that the Rev. Cecil 
Wray Goodchild (Rector, 1760-1785) performed the burial, while the “Anglican Deacon [Degn] Daniel Orly” issued 
notice for the funeral and convened the pallbearers.  The surname “Orly” has not been found in a survey of the 
combined Matrikler and Kopskatlister for Christiansted between 1767-1769.  However, a Daniel Oxley is found in the 
Matrikler residing on Company Street as early as 1761.  His death is recorded in the St. John’s Burial Register several 
months after Rachel’s:  “Daniel Oxley  Octr. 14th  in do. [“ditto,” i.e., buried the “Church Yard”]  aged 42.”  Since the 
parish did not have a deacon, it can be inferred that he was the parish clerk, responsible for recording baptisms, 
marriages and burials, assisting at Sunday services, and officiating at funerals in the priest’s absence [for duties, see 
Vestry Minutes 1792:July 3].  “D.O.” appears in scattered burial entries from October, 1761 until October, 1768, which 
corresponds with Oxley’s death. 
45  Not the 1930s, as stated on the Estate Grange link on <http://www.gotostcroix.com>. 
46  Rachel’s age is listed as 32 in the Burial Register (q.v.).  If this was correct, she would have been born in 1736 and 
married to Lavien by age 10 (talk about a “child bride”), and would have given birth to her first son, Peter, at the age of 
11!  The date of her burial was recorded as February 26, instead of February 20.  It should be noted that the preceding 
entry--in the midst of otherwise consecutive listings--was for March 16th .  Since all entries in the Burial Register 
between 1761-1775 were equally spaced and written in the same hand—which changed noticeably in the latter year—
the evidence suggests that the existing register is a transcription of the original, which could well have been water-
damaged in the 1772 hurricane.  Interpreting the ink smears on the original register would account for both errors 
(Cissel 2004:11). 
47  Hoffman (2007:35) posits that, “…James Hamilton Sr., in the face of severe financial discomfort, left Nevis to take 
a job before Rachel and the boys moved to St. Croix in the early 1760s[,]” and that his employer was James Lytton.  
Hoffman (op cit.:23, 36) agrees with Louis Hacker (1957) concerning a 1762 arrival on St Croix, in spite of clear 
documentary evidence for 1765.  “Shoys” (also found as “Shays”) is likely a corruption of “Shea,” an early owner.  
“Shoys” originally consisted of Nos. 44 and 45 East End “A” Quarter (McGuire 1925:176).  The Lyttons neither owned 
the plantation Nos. 44 and 45 East End Quarter “A” nor knew Hamilton before he arrived at Christiansted in May, 
1765, with his family (see Cissel 2004:7).  Alexander Hamilton’s residency at “Shoy’s” was apparently “deduced” 
from fictional scenarios in Atherton’s “historical novel.” 
48  Hoffman (2007:44).  The fate of Alexander’s older brother, James, was even more distorted.  After  Rachel’s death, 
“James Hamilton Jr. had…taken residence with a family for whom he worked in Frederiksted as an apprentice ship 
carpenter” (Hoffman 2007:44).  In reality, his carpentry master, the Scotsman Thomas MacNobeny together with his 
wife, lived in Watergut, Christiansted (Cissel 2004:13).  
49  Hoffman (2007:60, 61-62). 
50  Cissel (2004:15). 
51  Both statements are found in Hoffman (2007:41). 
52  VLA, Skiftebrevprotokoller 1767-1776:#XXIX. 
53  Wenk (2007). 
54  Lohr (2007). 
55  Compare Cissel (2004:7) with Hoffman (2007:44). 



56  DeBooy (1918:218-219) stated that, “The house where [Alexander Hamilton] resided (sic.) is still pointed out to 
visitors.”  Hoffman (2007:44-45) states “Right next to the company’s [Cruger’s] Christiansted warehouse, directly 
across King Street from what is now Government House, was a pen in which the slaves were inspected, sorted, oiled 
and readied for market—sometimes by the young clerk.”  Lohr (2007) reported that “The [feasibility] study also 
includes…the building that housed Kruger's [sic.] store on King Street in Christiansted.”  This building, which came to 
house the “Alexander Hamilton Hardware Store” on the ground floor and “Hamilton House” restaurant on the second 
floor, was destroyed by fire in 1967.  In rebuilding, only the façade and arcade facing King Street remain from the 18th 
century structure.  The fire purportedly consumed a collection of Hamilton memorabilia belonging to the property’s 
owner [Jay Edelman] (Lewisohn 1970:150-151). 
57  “Moore” (c. 1880s:1); Zabriskie (1918:47); and Taylor (1997). 
58  Bough (1932:1) documented that Cruger became owner of No. 56-57 King Street in that year. 
59  Ramsing (1939:265) and Larson (1952:147).  Ramsing stated, “At the new Matricul for Christiansted in 1777, it 
appears that Cruger was the sole owner of the two lots Nos. 7, 8, in King Street at which he started the firm with David 
Beckman, but had enlarged the business by the purchase of Nos. 23 and 26 in King Cross Street.”  
60  Oxholm (1779). 
61  Hoffman (2007:59); Chernow (2004:91); Flexner (1978:146). 
62  Royal Danish American Gazette (1772:September 9); Gentleman’s Magazine (1772:590). 
63  The letter, dated September 6, 1772, was published in the Royal Danish American Gazette (1772:October 7).  The  
full text can be found in Syrett (1961 1:34-38) and Freeman (2001:6-9). 
64  Hoffman (2007:56). 
65  The story of  the “two generous aunts” is recounted in Larson (1952:148).  de Booy (1918:204) wrote that,  
“[Hamilton’s] letter attracted so much attention from admiring friends and relatives that it was decided to give him the  
chance he longed for to go to the United States [sic.] to secure a college education.”  Randall (2003:40) gave a list of  
donors, but did not indicate whether these were potential or actual; he did state that Rev. Knox arranged for pledges  
totaling 400 pounds. 
66  Ann Lytton Venton’s (later Mitchell) precarious financial situation is documented by Ramsing (1939:239, 244,  
253-254) and Larson (1952:144). 
67  Chernow (2004:37-38).  Absence of subscription notice in RDAG, see Cissel (2004:note 115). 
68  Ramsing (1939:270). 
69  Randall (loc cit.). 
70  This time frame is based on a receipt signed by Hamilton on St. Croix on behalf of his cousin, Ann Lytton Venton,   
whom he served as agent (Ramsing 1939:252; Flexner 1978: 453-454).  Compare this with the rationale for a 1772  
departure by Brookhiser (1999:20) and Randall (2003:41). 
71  Hoffman (2007:1). 
72  Hoffman (2007:5). 
73  Hoffman (2007:4, 27, 35). 
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