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September 20, 2019 
 
The Honorable Robert E. Lighthizer 
United States Trade Representative 
600 Seventeenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20508 
 
Re: Request for Comments Concerning Proposed Modification of Action Pursuant to 
Section 301: China's Acts, Policies, and Practices Related to Technology Transfer, 
Intellectual Property, and Innovation (Docket Number USTR-2019-0015) 
 
Dear Ambassador Lighthizer, 
 

On behalf of the Americans for Free Trade coalition, we are writing to strongly oppose 
the proposed increase of the China 301 tariffs on Tranches 1-3 from 25 percent to 30 percent. We 
agree that China and other trading partners must be held accountable for trade violations. 
However, the use of broadly applied tariffs has not resulted in change in policy and is continuing 
to harm U.S. businesses, workers and consumers.   

 

Our coalition represents every part of the U.S. economy, including manufacturers, 
farmers and agribusinesses, retailers, technology companies, service suppliers, natural gas and 
oil companies, importers, exporters and other supply chain stakeholders. Collectively, we 
support tens of millions of American jobs through our vast supply chains.  

 
According to data released by our coalition, American businesses paid an additional $6.8 

billion in tariffs in July 2019 alone, the most recent month data is available from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. This represents a $6.8 billion tax increase to U.S. companies. The data also shows that 
U.S. exports have continued a downward spiral because of China’s retaliatory tariffs.  

 
We continue to hear and see story after story about the negative impacts of the tariffs on 

businesses large and small. Because of increased costs and ongoing uncertainty surrounding the 
U.S.- China trade relationship, many companies are being forced to hold back on planned 
investments, refrain from hiring new employees or pass along price increases to their customers.  
While the economy remains strong, there continue to be clouds on the horizon that could result 
in further weakening. 

 
USTR asks specifically whether or not the additional duties would be “practicable or 

effective” to obtain the elimination of China’s acts, policies and practices, and whether 
increasing the tariff rate would cause disproportionate economic harm to U.S. interests, including 
small- or medium-sized businesses and consumers. To date, the tariffs have not been a 
practicable or effective tool in obtaining changes to China’s acts. We do not believe an increase 



 
 

 

of 5 percent, or any other increase that may be planned, will be effective. However, we do 
believe the planned tariff increase, or any other, will cause economic harm to U.S. interests.  
This is especially true of small- and medium-sized businesses that bear the brunt of the tariff 
increases. These companies especially have less flexibility to mitigate the impact of the tariffs by 
shifting sourcing, absorbing the tariff or passing the tax increase on to their customers. 

 
We call upon the administration to forgo the tariff increase on Tranches 1-3 and use the 

upcoming October negotiating session as an opportunity to achieve a path forward on a final deal 
with China that will address the ongoing trade issues and remove the tariffs. 

 
Sincerely, 
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