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LATIN AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION 
LAMA INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION  

  
HISTORY  
 
Welcome to LAMA  
 
The LaƟn American Motorcycle AssociaƟon (LAMA) was founded in 1977 in Chicago's notorious Humboldt Park 
neighborhood. LAMA From the beginning LAMA was created with the intenƟon of being a Moto Touring club with 
democraƟc ideals. Chicago was the only chapter unƟl the opening of the first chapter in Miami in 1996, a NaƟonal 
AssociaƟon was created when the first naƟonal president was elected in 1996.  
  
In 1999 LAMA became an InternaƟonal AssociaƟon when chapters were started in Puerto Rico, Mexico, USA, and Cuba. 
Currently LAMA has chapters in 26 naƟons on 5 conƟnents.  
In 2000 to celebrate the millennium, the president of LAMA InternaƟonal (by a vote at internaƟonal meeƟng) created 
LAMA InternaƟonal Motorcycle AssociaƟon for the purpose of globalizing LAMA Also known by its acronym as IMA  
  
In 2006 the InternaƟonal President invented the Adventure Sport of Moto-Touring. Currently, Regional, NaƟonal, 
ConƟnental and World Championships of this sport are celebrated annually.  
  
LAMA/IMA was created with the intenƟon of being the model of the 21st century motorcycle club. It is a work in progress 
that conƟnues with the flow of ideas from new members from lands near and far.  
LAMA/IMA is a club without borders. It has evolved as an “InternaƟonal Humanist AssociaƟon”. It accepts working people 
from all walks of life, as members, without discriminaƟon based on naƟonality, race, color, religion, social class, gender, 
age, motorcycle brand, etc.  
  
The mission of LAMA/IMA is to promote Peace, Love, Harmony and non-Violence worldwide and in this way demonstrates 
through example that we can all live together in peace.  
  
LAMA/IMA is one of the most respected associaƟons in the world. As a member of LAMA, doors will open in all ciƟes with 
other chapters / clubs. To understand LAMA, it is necessary to know other chapters, especially chapters in other naƟons.  
LAMA/IMA is recognized as one of the most acƟve long distance riding biker associaƟons in the world. Our DAMAS DE 
LAMA, (official female member riders) accompany us on their own motorcycles, traveling extreme distances. Most 
motorcyclists find these distances too long, or almost impossible to complete, yet our male and female members perform 
these runs or rides oŌen. Women are a very important part of LAMA and they fulfill the LAMA requirements just like the 
men.  
  
The statutes and regulaƟons of LAMA/IMA have been created, compiled, modified, and adapted through 49 years of 
experience. It is not our intenƟon to carry around a dicƟonary of rules under the arm to spend a few hours of fun riding. 
Their existence, however, is very useful in Ɵmes of controversy or for clarificaƟons on situaƟons. The By-Laws are intended 
to maintain LAMA worldwide on the same level.  
 
WELCOME TO LAMA / IMA! YOU ARE NOW PART OF THE BEST RIDERS’ ASSOCIATION IN THE WORLD. WE CHALLENGE 
YOU TO HELP US IMPROVE IT. 
 
Mario Nieves,  
 
Founder  



  3  

                                                                                          LAMA/IMA BY-LAWS  

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

SECTION I: MISSION 4 

SECTION II: LAMA NAME AND LOGO 4 

SECTION III: CHARACTER 6 

SECTION IV: MEMBERSHIP 6 

SECTION V: QUALIFICATIONS 7 

SECTION VI: DAMAS, ASSOCIATES, SPOUSALS, AND HONORARY MEMBERS 9 

SECTION VII: RULES OF CONDUCT 11 

SECTION VIII: SANCTIONS AND EXPULSIONS 13 

SECTION IX: REINSTATEMENT 14 

SECTION X: DUES 15 

SECTION XI: LEAVE OF ABSENCE 15 

SECTION XII: MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 15 

SECTION XIII: TRANSFERS 16 

SECTION XIV: ELECTIONS 17 

SECTION XV: CHAPTER STATUS 18 

SECTION XVI: CHAPTER AGREEMENT 20 

SECTION XVII: INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 21 

SECTION XVIII: CONTINENTAL COMMITTEE 22 

SECTION XIX: NATIONAL COMMITTEE 23 

SECTION XX: REGIONAL OFFICERS DUTIES AND DESCRIPTIONS 24 

SECTION XXI: CHAPTER OFFICERS DUTIES AND DESCRIPTIONS 26 

SECTION XXII: CHAIN OF COMMAND 30 

SECTION XXIII: UNIFORMS 31 

SECTION XXIV: TOURING 32 

SECTION XXV: LAMA AWARDS 33 

SECTION XXVI: MISCELLANEOUS 34 

SECTION XXVII: NON-PROFIT STATUS 34 

SECTION XXVIII: AMENDING THE BYLAWS 35 

OFFICIAL SIGNATURE PAGE 36 

 



  4  

SECTION I: MISSION  
  
ArƟcle 1: LAMA/IMA (hereinaŌer referred to as LAMA) was created to organize recreaƟonal acƟviƟes for its members, 
such as tours, picnics, campouts, and a host of other social acƟviƟes that benefit the members.  
 
ArƟcle 2: LAMA must provide safety educaƟon for the membership and the public at large through classes, instrucƟon at 
chapter meeƟngs, televised programs, videos, workshops, etc., that promote the safe and legal use of motorcycles.  
 
ArƟcle 3: The LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee will act as the official internaƟonal governing body for the sport of moto-
touring. LAMA must provide and promote Moto-Touring sports compeƟƟons at the local, regional, naƟonal, and 
internaƟonal levels.  
 
ArƟcle 4: LAMA is not a charitable organizaƟon, and our mission is moto-touring. However, as an integral part of our 
respecƟve communiƟes, LAMA chapters are expected to organize some charitable events on behalf of those less 
fortunate. This can be achieved through toy drives, food drives, blood drives, fundraisers, school supply drives, and a host 
of other acƟviƟes.  
 
ArƟcle 5: It is the responsibility of every chapter and member in every naƟon to serve as a voluntary promoter of tourism 
in their respecƟve ciƟes and naƟons. We have worldwide publicity coverage that can be of great assistance to every 
naƟon in promoƟng tourism. Many of our naƟons do not have the finances to promote tourism as they should. As proud 
ciƟzens of our respecƟve naƟons, we can be an asset without involving ourselves in poliƟcs.  
 
ArƟcle 6: LAMA STATION is a subcommiƩee and the publicity branch of the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. Among their 
responsibiliƟes are promoƟng LAMA events at all levels, interviewing presidents, moto-touring champions, and other 
personaliƟes, assisƟng in promoƟng tourism worldwide, promoƟng special events and LAMA Charity events, etc. 
 
ArƟcle 7: LAMA INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY is a subcommiƩee of the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. It is the educaƟon 
branch of the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. Their mission is to educate members and officers in the sport of Moto 
Touring, leadership training, group riding in caravans, and other duƟes as required. 
 
ArƟcle 8: LAMA InternaƟonal subcommiƩees are not authorized to make any policy or bylaw changes without 
authorizaƟon of the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. They have no authority over members or other commiƩees. 
 

  

SECTION II: LAMA NAME AND LOGO  

ArƟcle 1: This organizaƟon shall be known as the LaƟn American Motorcycle AssociaƟon (LAMA) and/or InternaƟonal 
Motorcycle AssociaƟon, also known by its iniƟals LAMA/IMA. 
 
ArƟcle 2: The LAMA/IMA name and logo are trademarked. No InternaƟonal CommiƩee, NaƟonal CommiƩee, or any 
commiƩee, elected officer, chapter, or person may change, muƟlate or redesign them. Nor can a moƟon be presented at 
any meeƟng for a vote to alter or change them.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The logo contains a single star in the center of the geometric insert. The star represents the fact that all of LAMA 
is a single associaƟon. The colors of the geometric inset on the wings must match the colors of the naƟonal flag of the 
country in which each chapter resides but is not intended to be a copy of the flag. Those countries where the colors of the 
flag are the same or similar must use the same logo. LAMA must strive to reduce the differences between naƟons.  
 
ArƟcle 4: The LAMA Name and Logo are a registered trademark protected by federal laws and is the exclusive property of 
the LAMA/IMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. The Official LAMA uniform patches (the colors) can only be fabricated by the 
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InternaƟonal CommiƩee, which will distribute them to all chapters worldwide. In June 1997 the LAMA InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee approved the use, sale, and distribuƟon of LAMA merchandise, and has conferred to the NaƟonal CommiƩees 
of each country in the condiƟon of a loan so that said products are sold to the different members and/or chapters for the 
benefit of the members. All logos and designs for LAMA merchandise must first be submiƩed for approval to the 
LAMA/IMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee for authorized use of the logo. The loaned use of the name and logo is strictly under 
the condiƟon that all LAMA/IMA commiƩees must abide by the LAMA InternaƟonal by-laws.  
 

Paragraph 1: The official logo of each chapter worldwide are the colors on their back. Official Chapters, Regional, 
NaƟonal, ConƟnental and InternaƟonal CommiƩees are authorized to use the official logo on business cards, 
event flyers, official documents and leƩers to govt. officials.  
 
Paragraph 2: NaƟonal CommiƩees merchandise must have the name of the country or naƟon they represent and 
can use the full official wing design of their naƟon included in their logo. All LAMA naƟonal official merchandise 
must be obtained from the NaƟonal CommiƩee of each country.  
 
Paragraph 3: The Regional CommiƩees merchandise must have the name of their region and must cover the star 
and the center of the wings with a design representaƟve of their region. All LAMA Regional official merchandise 
must be obtained from the Regional CommiƩee of each country’s region. 
 
Paragraph 4: NaƟonal CommiƩees merchandise must have the name of the country or naƟon they represent and 
can use the full official wing design of their naƟon included in their logo. All LAMA naƟonal official merchandise 
must be obtained from the NaƟonal CommiƩee of each country.  
 
Paragraph 5: (Amendment 2022): The emblem and/or colors of LAMA (name and logo) cease to be the exclusive 
property of the Chicago-based chapter and becomes the exclusive property of LAMA/IMA InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee. 
 
Paragraph 6: (Amendment 2022): Chicago ceases to be the main headquarters of LAMA/IMA, therefore will no 
longer include the Headquarter or HQ badge within its acronym in the same way, the prebend for the use of the 
internaƟonal logo is eliminated and it will use the logo like all other chapters in the world.  

  
ArƟcle 5: Chapters are granted the right to use the full name of the associaƟon on merchandise but never with rocker 
configuraƟons. The chapter merchandise design must carry the chapter name and must cover the complete star on the 
center of the wing’s logo. However, the wing’s logo (center patch) should have a design in the center of the wings that 
disƟnguishes their specific chapter. No chapters or any commiƩees can create logos with the rockers on it. 
Chapters are not allowed to use the official LAMA or DAMA logos to create merchandise. The complete logo, rockers, and 
wings cannot be used by any person or any commiƩee on t-shirts, clothing or merchandise. 

 
Paragraph 1: Organizing Chapters must use the Official NaƟonal Wings LAMA Logo (the wings center patch on the 
back of the vest) on their fliers, correspondence, and social media pages for the first 18 months or unƟl they 
graduate to Official Chapter Status. Once they graduate to official Chapter Status they can start creaƟng a chapter 
logo to put on their shirts, hats, etc. to be able to sell to everyone. All logos must be sent to the InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee for approval. Organizing Chapters cannot fabricate T-shirts, hats or other products unƟl they graduate 
to official chapter status. 

 
ArƟcle 6: The official name and logo of LAMA are registered as a collecƟve membership mark. Only members and officers 
are permiƩed to wear emblems, patches, and garments featuring the official name and logo. It serves to disƟnguish 
membership in LAMA and should not be worn by non-members. Any member that leaves LAMA, is expelled or terminated 
must return the official membership patches to LAMA. 
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 ArƟcle 7: Members are not authorized to produce, sell, or distribute the LAMA name or logo or any associated products. 
This includes any form or representaƟon of the name or logo.  
 
ArƟcle 8: Unauthorized use or abuse of the name or logo can lead to expulsion or membership cancellaƟon. AddiƟonally, 
a chapter may be disassociated or terminated from the associaƟon. Legal acƟon may be pursued if necessary.  
  
ArƟcle 9: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee has the sole responsibility to authorize the use of the LAMA name and logo to 
promote commercial products or services. Contracts, negoƟaƟons, and authorizaƟon for royalƟes and fees must be 
handled by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
  
ArƟcle 10: The LAMA colors, which refer to the registered logo disƟnguishing membership in LAMA, are considered to 
have a legal value of $500. In the event of resignaƟon or expulsion, members must return all naƟonal and internaƟonal 
patches worn on the vest to LAMA. There will be no refund of any money paid on Membership or Patch rental fees. 
DestrucƟon, muƟlaƟon or loss of the patches will result in a fine of five hundred dollars ($500). Members or officers who 
refuse to return these patches may be taken to court to recover their appraised value, including any associated court costs 
and legal fees. Failure to return patches also prohibits re-entry into LAMA at any Ɵme.  
  
  

SECTION III: CHARACTER  

ArƟcle 1: LAMA is a humanist associaƟon that promotes inclusivity and does not discriminate based on race, color, 
naƟonality, ethnic origins, religion, gender, age, social class, or motorcycle brands. LAMA members share a passion for 
motorcycles that unites them in a brotherhood with democraƟc ideals.  
  
ArƟcle 2: LAMA is a non-profit and apoliƟcal associaƟon. It shall not acƟvely parƟcipate in poliƟcal campaigns, have any 
affiliaƟon with poliƟcal parƟes, or engage in acƟviƟes that may negaƟvely impact the associaƟon's reputaƟon.  
  

 

SECTION IV: MEMBERSHIP  

ArƟcle 1: Membership in LAMA is open to individuals who own a motorcycle with a displacement of 650 cc or greater, are 
employed (own a business or are reƟred with proof), are in the military, police force, etc. They must hold a valid 
motorcycle driver's license and have insurance where required by law. This proof must be presented at the official 
meeƟng upon signing the membership applicaƟon. 
 

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 1981): Women must be accepted as Full-Color members and granted the same 
privileges as men. The criteria for women's membership is the same as for men.  In addiƟon, they will wear a 
DAMA de LAMA patch. 
 
Paragraph 2: (Amendment 2000): In the event of a chapter full color member's death, LAMA InternaƟonal will 
donate a sum of $750.00 to the person responsible for the deceased member's funeral arrangements.  
 
Paragraph 3: (Amendment 2004): Physically incapacitated members may be granted the status of “Disabled AcƟve 
Member.” Such members maintain a voice and voƟng rights in the chapter but are not required to fulfill the 
motorcycle driving requirements.  
 
Paragraph 4 (Amendment 2004): The widow of a deceased acƟve member, known as the spousal member, 
retains chapter membership and receives the same privileges as other spousal members. Widowed spousal 
members are exempt from paying admission costs to LAMA events or funcƟons sponsored by LAMA unƟl they 
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enter a new relaƟonship. Spousal widows/er of deceased members must pay the $20. InternaƟonal membership 
dues. 
 
Paragraph 5 (Amendment 2019): Spousal members do not pay chapter membership dues, are exempt from any 
fees contributed to their chapters. They are only required to pay the annual international membership renewal 
fee, that all individuals wearing LAMA colors must pay. This privilege is retained until they lose their status as the 
deceased member's spouse. 
 

ArƟcle 2: LAMA members cannot simultaneously be members of any other motorcycle club, associaƟon, or organizaƟon. 
However, a member can appeal to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee for approval if they wish to belong to another associaƟon.  
  
ArƟcle 3: A member who is delinquent in dues or has been suspended from a chapter cannot transfer to another chapter 
unƟl the delinquency or suspension is liŌed by their original chapter and all debts are paid.  
   
ArƟcle 4: If a member sells their motorcycle or it is inoperable, they have 90 days to provide proof of purchasing another 
motorcycle or that it was repaired. AŌer 90 days without owning a motorcycle, or not having their motorcycle repaired, 
their membership in LAMA will be terminated, and they must return their official membership patches. However, the 
member can maintain membership as an associate member unƟl they purchase another motorcycle or have repaired their 
motorcycle.  
 
ArƟcle 5 (Amendment 2015): AŌer accumulaƟng a total of 20 consecuƟve years of membership, a member can request an 
AcƟve ReƟrement Membership Status to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. The reƟred member will:  
 

 ConƟnue to receive all the benefits of being an acƟve chapter member from the chapter they reƟred from.  
 Not have nominaƟng or voƟng rights and cannot be nominated for office in any commiƩee.  
 Pay the internaƟonal membership renewal fee but will not pay chapter dues.  
 Choose to be reinstated as a Full-Color member with voƟng rights and the ability to run for office without any 

waiƟng period, if desired.  
  
Article 6: LAMA members agree that, upon leaving, resigning from, or being expelled from LAMA, they will not join any 
other motorcycle club, riding club, motorcycle association, riders’ association, or similar organization for a period of two 
(2) years. If the member served as an officer at any level, the restriction period shall be three (3) years. 
 

Paragraph 1: Former members also agree not to establish, organize, or start any motorcycle club, riding club, 
motorcycle association, riders associations, or similar organization for a period of five (5) years after leaving, 
resigning from, or being expelled from LAMA. 
 
Paragraph 2: Exceptions or appeals to these restrictions may be submitted to the LAMA International Committee 
for review on a case-by-case basis. Any reinstatement of former members must be approved by the LAMA 
International Committee. 
 
 

SECTION V: QUALIFICATIONS  

ArƟcle 1: To become a member of the LaƟn American Motorcycle AssociaƟon (LAMA), an individual must complete the 
internaƟonal membership applicaƟon and pay an applicaƟon fee of forty-eight dollars ($48) payable to L.A.M.A. 
INTERNATIONAL. Upon acceptance, the applicant will receive an internaƟonal membership patch to be worn on the front 
leŌ side of their black leather vest, a "P" patch to be placed on the back of the vest, and a membership card. AddiƟonally, 
the new member will receive the naƟonal flag patch, state patch, and one year of L.A.M.A. InternaƟonal membership or 
the remaining period unƟl the next annual membership fees are due. The applicaƟon date serves as the official start date 
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of L.A.M.A. membership. The internaƟonal membership fee must be paid before January 1 of each year, regardless of the 
start date. 
 
ArƟcle 2: The process to obtain full membership colors (patches) follows the following order:  
  

A. AŌer a minimum of three (3) months, the chapter execuƟve commiƩee assesses if the applicant meets LAMA's 
requirements for graduaƟon. If so, the Prospect is nominated for graduaƟon at the next official chapter meeƟng, 
where Full-Color members vote by a simple majority. If accepted, the Chapter President awards the top and 
boƩom rockers containing the associaƟon's name and the Prospect becomes a “Probate”. A fee of twenty-five 
dollars ($25) is associated with this process. If the Prospect does not meet the requirements, the president holds 
a private meeƟng to discuss their shortcomings.  

 
B. AŌer a minimum of six (6) months, the process is repeated, and the chapter execuƟve commiƩee determines if 

the Probate (graduate) has fulfilled all LAMA requirements to become a Full-Color member. If so, the Probate is 
nominated for a vote at an official chapter meeƟng. If accepted by a simple majority, the Chapter President 
presents the new member with the official LAMA WINGS center patch. A fee of thirty dollars ($30) is associated 
with this process. If the Probate has not fulfilled the requirements, the execuƟve commiƩee re-evaluates the case 
monthly. All membership patches and colors must be awarded at official monthly membership meeƟngs or at a 
sancƟoned event ceremonially.  

  
Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2016): There is no “pre-qualification” period for Prospects joining LAMA. Once a 
Prospect expresses the desire to join and submits the completed application along with the forty-eight dollars 
($48) application fee, the “P” patch is immediately delivered. Female Prospects must also receive the DAMA de 
LAMA patch for an additional processing fee of ten dollars ($10). The qualification and acceptance period begins 
at this point, lasting a minimum of six (6) months.  
 
Paragraph 2: (Clarification 2021): The new member must receive completely new patches, and used patches 
should not be accepted. The membership fee mentioned in this article is for acquiring membership in the LAMA 
association, and the official membership patches that distinguish LAMA membership remain the property of 
LAMA INTERNATIONAL. These patches must be returned to LAMA InternaƟonal upon member withdrawal or 
expulsion.  

  
ArƟcle 3: All Prospects must be sponsored by an official chapter member who serves as their mentor. The applicaƟon 
must be signed by the Chapter President and the sponsoring member.  
  

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2019): Completed membership applicaƟons must be detailed, reviewed, and signed by 
the Chapter President and sponsoring member. Scanned copies of these applicaƟons must be sent to the LAMA 
InternaƟonal Treasurer, InternaƟonal Business Manager, and the NaƟonal Secretary of the new member’s naƟon 
within eight (8) days or less for record-keeping.  

  
ArƟcle 4: Applicants must own a legally registered motorcycle with a cylinder capacity greater than 650cc and be willing to 
parƟcipate in LAMA-sponsored acƟviƟes such as rides and events riding their motorcycle. ExcepƟons to engine size may 
be made in countries where high-displacement motorcycles are not readily available.  
 
ArƟcle 5: To become a LAMA member, applicants must have a legiƟmate source of income, either through current 
employment, business ownership, or reƟrement and provide proof thereof.  
  

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2023): Applicants who have been fired or dishonorably discharged for wrongdoing 
from a job such as, but not limited to, a police officer, sheriff, law enforcement officer or military, will not be 
accepted as LAMA members.  
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ArƟcle 6: Prospects and members must commit to aƩending at least one official monthly meeƟng, parƟcipate in a 
minimum of two motorcycle rides per month with the chapter, driving their motorcycle, and acƟvely engaging in LAMA 
sancƟoned events. Members must fulfill one duty per month on behalf of the chapter.   Prospects and members who do 
not meet these requirements for 4+ months can be expelled for lack of parƟcipaƟon. 
  
Article 7: Once accepted by the Chapter President, the applicant must wear a "P" patch on the back of their black leather 
vest for a minimum of six months (or longer) without any additional patches or adornments.  
 

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2024): Where national law requires reflective vests on motorcyclists, members are 
required to use a reflective border around their official LAMA patches worn on the back of their official black 
leather vest. These are the rockers, the wings, the national and city patches. This regulation will apply only in 
nations where the law requires the use of a reflective vest, Mexico and Puerto Rico are two examples. This will 
demonstrate that LAMA members are within the legal requirements of the laws of the highways.  
 
Paragraph 2: (Amendment 2024): In nations where the law does not require reflective vests, the membership can 
decide if they also want to wear the reflective borders on their official patches on the back of their vest. This 
decision can be made official at a national meeting where an officer or a member can propose the motion. If a 
simple majority votes to use the reflective borders, then it will be required for every member in that nation to 
wear them. 

 
Article 8: Prospects shall conduct themselves in accordance with the bylaws, policies, guidelines, and directives of the 
Latin American Motorcycle Association (LAMA). Prospects are expected to demonstrate respect, integrity, responsibility, 
and a willingness to learn the values, traditions, and standards of LAMA. 

 
Paragraph 1: When a Prospect's conduct, behavior, attitude, or participation fails to meet the standards 
established by LAMA, the president holds a private meeting to counsel the Prospect and provide clear direction 
regarding the corrective action required. The president shall make a reasonable effort to ensure the Prospect 
understands the concern, expected corrective action, and consequences of failing to comply. 
 
Paragraph 2: Prospect status is a probationary period intended to evaluate an individual's suitability for full 
membership. Prospects are not entitled to the 4-Step Progressive Discipline process afforded to Full-Color 
members.  If, aŌer receiving counseling and direcƟon from the president, a Prospect refuses to comply with the 
required correcƟve acƟon or conƟnues conduct inconsistent with the standards and values of LAMA, the 
president shall have the authority to terminate the Prospect's membership.  Such terminaƟon shall be effecƟve 
immediately unless otherwise provided by these bylaws. 
 
Paragraph 3: A Prospect whose membership has been terminated has the right to appeal their case up the LAMA 
hierarchy from the chapter level up to the International Committee. The appeal is limited to determining whether 
the president followed proper procedures, acted within the authority of the bylaws, and gave the Prospect a fair 
chance to correct the issues. The reviewing body cannot overturn the president’s decision unless proper protocol 
was not followed or the decision was an abuse of their discretion.  Decisions made by the International 
Committee are final, and there are no further appeals.   
 
 

SECTION VI: DAMAS, ASSOCIATES, SPOUSALS, AND HONORARY MEMBERS  
 
DAMA DE LAMA  
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ArƟcle 1: DAMA Patches will be awarded to women who own and ride their motorcycles and fulfill the same LAMA 
requirements as male members. The DAMA patch and the “P” patch will be presented together at the beginning of their 
membership. Sisters in Brother-Clubs who meet the same requirements may also wear the DAMA patch.  
 
ArƟcle 2: DAMA patches cannot be used by Spousal Members, but a female spousal member can graduate to a DAMA 
without having to go back to wearing a “P” patch, if she fulfills the requirements.  
 

Paragraph 1 (Amendment 2015): DAMA members must own and ride their own motorcycles and parƟcipate in the 
chapter’s required sancƟoned rides. Failure to meet these requirements may result in removal of the DAMA patch 
and terminaƟon of membership. 
 
Paragraph 2 (Amendment 2017): DAMA members must maintain ownership of and conƟnue riding their 
motorcycles under the same parƟcipaƟon standards required of all members. However, if a DAMA member 
becomes unable to ride due to an accident resulƟng in a disability, she shall retain the right to keep and wear her 
DAMA patch. 
 
Paragraph 3 (Amendment 2018): If a female Spousal Member who already has patches on her vest more than 12 
months, purchases her motorcycle and requests to become a DAMA de L.A.M.A., she is not required to wear the 
"P" patch. She must complete three separate caravan rides with her chapter within three months, with specific 
mileage requirements. These rides must be on her motorcycle and measured on the odometer. If she is not the 
spousal member of any chapter member, she must comply with all existing regulations like all new male 
members.  
 
Paragraph 4: If a Spousal Member has been a Spousal Member for less than 12 months, he/she will start with the 
“P” process. The same requirements apply to a male Spousal Member who already has complete membership 
patches and wishes to register as an acƟve riding member.  

  
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP  
  
ArƟcle 1: An associate member supports LAMA but may not have the Ɵme to fulfill the requirements of a chapter 
member. Associate members parƟcipate in LAMA acƟviƟes but do not wear “colors” and wear the disƟncƟve InternaƟonal 
Associate member's patch and yearly renewal rocker. Upon membership terminaƟon or resignaƟon, associate members 
must return all InternaƟonal and NaƟonal patches worn on the vest to LAMA. There are no cash refunds for such returns.  
  
ArƟcle 2: To become an associate member, an individual must obtain an applicaƟon from an exisƟng Chapter President, 
pay an applicaƟon fee of $48 and on January 1 of each subsequent year pay a forty ($40) membership fee. Both fees are 
paid to the LAMA InternaƟonal.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The official start day of an associate membership is January 1. If an associate membership is dated on any other 
date, the membership will be retroacƟve to January 1 of the year membership began.  
  
ArƟcle 4: InternaƟonal Associate members have the right to parƟcipate in LAMA events but do not have a voice or vote in 
LAMA maƩers.  
 
ArƟcle 5: Associate members who wish to become a full member must go through the six (6) month P process and pay a 
twenty dollar ($25) “ProspecƟng” fee. 
 

SPOUSAL MEMBERSHIP  

ArƟcle 1: An acƟve member can acquire colors for their significant other whom they are in a serious relaƟonship with by 
having him/her fill out an applicaƟon for an InternaƟonal spousal membership. The acƟve member acts as the sponsor, 



  11  

pays the forty-eight ($48) ApplicaƟon fee and the $20 annual membership fee, due on January 1 of each year, payable to 
LAMA InternaƟonal.  
 
ArƟcle 2: Spousal members do not pay chapter dues.  
  
ArƟcle 3: Spousal members qualify to wear the same membership patches (logo) as their official acƟve member. If the 
acƟve member wears a “P” patch, the spousal member wears the same. If the acƟve member wears full colors, the 
spousal member wears the same. Spousal members will wear annual renewal rockers starƟng on the second year from 
which they joined.  
 
ArƟcle 4: Spousal members do not have a voice or a vote in LAMA decision-making but can voice opinions or suggesƟons 
in meeƟngs as they support their spouses and respecƟve chapters.  
  
ArƟcle 5: In the event of divorce, separaƟon (legal or de facto) between the acƟve partner and the spouse, the spouse 
loses their right to conƟnue as a Spousal Member. They must return all LAMA emblems (internaƟonal and naƟonal) worn 
on their vest, and their membership will be terminated. It is the responsibility of the acƟve member to retrieve his colors 
from the spousal member.  
 

Paragraph 1: If a member separates from a Spousal Member, the member must retrieve the LAMA Spousal colors. 
The member will then have to wait 12 months before he/she can put colors on another Spousal Member. 

  
ArƟcle 6: If a Full-Color member is terminated or resigns (except for reƟrement), the spousal member must return their 
colors along with the Full-Color member's colors to the chapter.  
  
HONORARY MEMBERSHIP  

ArƟcle 1: Honorary Membership may be extended to select individuals, such as public officials, law enforcement officials, 
presidents of organizaƟons, etc., who have provided excepƟonal service to LAMA. The Chapter President shall apply for 
Honorary Membership to the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee for approval.  
  
ArƟcle 2: Honorary members wear an honorary patch on the back of the vest, above the country patch (no city patch).  
 
ArƟcle 3: Honorary membership is permanent. Honorary members are not subject to requirements imposed by the 
associaƟon or its chapters. However, they are expected to conduct themselves honorably, and their membership can be 
terminated for misconduct.  
 
ArƟcle 4: Honorary members do not pay chapter dues and do not have a voice or vote in LAMA maƩers.  
 
ArƟcle 5: Honorary memberships are reviewed annually by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee to update the personal data of 
the Honorary members.  
  

 

SECTION VII: RULES OF CONDUCT  

ArƟcle 1: LAMA/IMA is an anƟ-drugs enƟty. You cannot use drugs in our clubhouses, their surroundings, rides, funcƟons, 
or any LAMA event. There are no excepƟons. While marijuana may be legalized in some areas, it remains prohibited in 
LAMA. What you do at home is none of our business, but what you do in the LAMA environment is LAMA's concern. If 
drugs are something you must use, there are thousands of clubs you can join that will be glad to have you. Breaking this 
rule will result in expulsion from LAMA.  
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ArƟcle 2: Absolutely no fighƟng is tolerated among the members. FighƟng is considered a very serious offense and will 
result in immediate terminaƟon of membership without the use of progressive discipline.  
 

Paragraph 1: Disrespect toward InternaƟonal, ConƟnental, NaƟonal, or Regional Officers shall not be tolerated 
under any circumstances. Any Chapter President or Chapter Officer who fails to uphold this standard of respect   
may be removed and replaced by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee 

 
ArƟcle 3: LAMA members cannot be involved in any illegal acƟviƟes, including theŌ, drug use, drug sales, sale of stolen 
goods, prosƟtuƟon, illegal gambling, etc. These acƟviƟes will not be tolerated in the clubhouse or during any LAMA 
sponsored events. Any member found engaging in these infracƟons will be expelled without the use of progressive 
discipline.  
 
ArƟcle 4: All women are to be treated with respect and as equals to male members.  
  
ArƟcle 5: Absolutely no hot rodding, burnouts, wheelies, or any reckless driving that is deemed unsafe and/or illegal will 
be tolerated in front of the clubhouse, during events, or tours. All local traffic laws must be obeyed.  
 
ArƟcle 6: A member who is deemed intoxicated and unable to operate their vehicle safely will be asked to surrender their 
keys. If they refuse, the highest-ranking officer present will forcibly take their keys.  
  
ArƟcle 7: A member of LAMA never places anyone above or before their LAMA and IMA brothers and sisters, especially 
themselves.  
  
ArƟcle 8: As a member of LAMA, you must be courteous to all visitors at our clubhouses and make them feel welcome. 
You are always the gracious host. It is prohibited to bad-mouth or discuss internal club problems, maƩers, or issues in 
front of visitors or public places. Such discussions should be reserved for meeƟngs.  
 
ArƟcle 9: As a LAMA member, you must never mock, make fun of, curse, beliƩle, humiliate, or disrespect another 
member, their spouse, family, or their company under any circumstances.  
  
ArƟcle 10: All members of the chapter must leave the clubhouse or any designated locaƟon and return with the club 
during every event in which they parƟcipate. No brother or sister whose bike breaks down or encounters problems along 
the way will be leŌ behind. The leadership will take responsibility for any member who experiences breakdowns and is 
leŌ stranded. Appropriate measures will be taken.  
  
ArƟcle 11: If a member parƟcipates in an event driving a vehicle, they should posiƟon themselves at the end of the 
motorcycle caravan and do their best to stay behind the caravan, serving as an addiƟonal emergency vehicle and escort 
for the group. 
 
ArƟcle 12: All Full-Color members will posiƟvely guide ProspecƟve members without ridicule, teasing, or harassment.  
  
ArƟcle 13: A member of LAMA will never make jokes of a racial nature and will respect everyone regardless of naƟonality, 
race, creed, color, religion, gender, age, or social status. LAMA members must respect all religions and refrain from 
criƟcizing someone else's religion.  
 
ArƟcle 14: LAMA members will respect all LAMA or IMA officers as they do their leaders, regardless of the chapter or 
commiƩee they are from.  
  
ArƟcle 15: LAMA members must treat all associate members as they do their chapter members, considering them as 
brothers and sisters.  
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ArƟcle 16: Any undesirable conduct by members at all official funcƟons will be addressed by the highest-ranking officer 
present and will be dealt with accordingly at the chapter meeƟng.  
  

Paragraph 1: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee may suspend or terminate any member or officer for serious offenses 
aŌer the member has been informed of the charges against them.  
 
Paragraph 2: (Amendment 2010):  Absolutely no internal business or negaƟve comments about LAMA will be 
allowed in any public or open forum, including but not-limited to, social networks such as Facebook, Myspace, 
WhatsApp, Messenger, Instagram, Tik Tok and emails to non-LAMA members, etc.  
 
Paragraph 3: (Amendment 2010): DefamaƟon of any person or false accusaƟons made by a member in open 
forums or social networks, without the provision of sufficient evidence, will result in the immediate expulsion of 
the member.  
 
Paragraph 4: (Amendment 2011): The aƩendance of a LAMA member at a meeƟng summoned by the ExecuƟve 
CommiƩee or the Chapter President to discuss any issue or resolve differences between the member and the 
chapter will be mandatory. The refusal to comply with such summons will be considered an act of rebellion and 
grounds for immediate expulsion (voƟng will not be necessary). However, the member in quesƟon has the right to 
request and be granted a period of no more than 30 days to prepare and take the necessary measures to comply 
with the summons.  

 
ArƟcle 17: Any member, officer, chapter, or body of LAMA/IMA parƟcipaƟng in official Moto Touring acƟviƟes must 
comply with the InternaƟonal Moto Touring Manual, as well as its regulaƟons, control systems, and procedures for the 
validaƟon, recording, and consolidaƟon of official informaƟon. IrregulariƟes, tampering, falsificaƟon of informaƟon, 
technical or administraƟve non-compliance, or acts of bad faith related to Moto Touring acƟviƟes may result in the 
invalidaƟon of records, forfeiture of points, sporƟng exclusions, and/or disciplinary measures. 
 
ArƟcle 18: Any member can request a review of Moto Touring standings.  No member, parƟcipant, chapter, officer, or third 
party associated with Moto Touring acƟviƟes may make public allegaƟons, accusaƟons, disparaging statements, or 
expressions suggesƟng fraud, theŌ, manipulaƟon, favoriƟsm, bad faith, or irregular conduct, without having previously 
submiƩed the corresponding formal complaint and without possessing verifiable supporƟng evidence. 
  
 

SECTION VIII: SANCTIONS AND EXPULSIONS  
  
ArƟcle 1: The causes and methods for the applicaƟon of sancƟons and/or expulsion of a member are established in the 
LAMA InternaƟonal By-laws. A case-by-case analysis and the applicaƟon of the 4-step Progressive Disciplinary AcƟon by 
the chapter execuƟve commiƩee are requirements for the admonishment or expulsion of a member, except when SecƟon 
VII, ArƟcle 16, Paragraphs 1 through 4 of these regulaƟons apply.  
 

Paragraph 1: Every chapter member and officer who has been disciplined has the right to appeal their case up the 
LAMA hierarchy from the chapter level up to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. Decisions made by the InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee are final, and there are no further appeals. 

  
Paragraph 2: (Amendment 2016): Discipline will be applied in four steps/stages:  

  
1) VERBAL ADMONISHMENT: A personal meeƟng where a verbal noƟce will be given to the member in quesƟon 

for an infracƟon. This act will be documented, filed, and a copy will be delivered to the member.  
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2) REMOVAL OF CENTER PATCH (LAMA wings) for a predetermined period. A member will be in “BAD 
STANDING” as a result of this suspension step/stage and will not be able to hold or serve in any elected office 
or official posiƟon of LAMA.  

3) EXPULSION FROM THE CHAPTER. Depending on the infracƟon, the member may sƟll be able to parƟcipate in 
LAMA events.  

4) EXPULSION FROM ALL LAMA gatherings, events, and rides. This final disciplinary step is determined by the 
authority of the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. Officers wishing to apply this final step must present it to the 
InternaƟonal CommiƩee for approval.  

  
ClarificaƟon: Many members of LAMA are expelled from a chapter for failing to pay dues, not fulfilling requirements, etc. 
However, this does not make them our enemies. If they have respecƞully returned their colors, they will not be excluded 
from LAMA events. Only the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, on a case-by-case basis, can execute the 4th Step in an expulsion 
(to permanently exclude a former member).  
 

Paragraph 3: Using the 4-Step Progressive Discipline, any member may be admonished or expelled for cause by 
the Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee at a special meeƟng or ExecuƟve CommiƩee meeƟng called for this purpose 
aŌer the member has been informed of the charge.  
 
Paragraph 4: (Amendment 2017): The first stage of the disciplinary process will not affect the candidacy of a 
member for an elected posiƟon.  
 

ArƟcle 2: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee has the right to step in when an individual or chapter is taking acƟons perceived to 
be damaging to LAMA and expel those members or chapters.  
  
ArƟcle 3: If a member of LAMA is arrested and accused of commiƫng a crime, he/she will be suspended immediately, and 
their colors will be confiscated. AŌer the trial, if the individual is found innocent, they will be reinstated as a member. If 
they are found guilty, they will be expelled from LAMA permanently.  
 

Paragraph 1: Any LAMA member or officer arrested, charged with a DUI and convicted for driving while 
intoxicated will have the 4 steps of discipline applied. A drivers license is one of the most important assets a 
member possesses.  
 

Note: The specific disciplinary procedures may vary depending on the offense. 
 
 

SECTION IX: REINSTATEMENT  
 

ArƟcle 1: Full Members can be reinstated if they leŌ in good standing (and returned their colors) for reasons such as 
health issues, family maƩers, loss of motorcycle, temporary relocaƟon, etc. If the thirty-day period has elapsed, the 
member, at the discreƟon of the chapter execuƟve commiƩee, may be accepted but must pay a fiŌy ($50) reinstatement 
fee to LAMA InternaƟonal. They will have to meet with the chapter execuƟve commiƩee first to be accepted. Then, they 
must aƩend an Official Monthly MeeƟng, be presented to everyone, and, if accepted, wear a P patch for 60 days. AŌer 60 
days, the individual will be nominated for a vote of the chapter membership, and if accepted, they will receive full colors.   

 
Paragraph 1: Reinstatement of any ex-members who started or joined another club must be approved by the 
LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee (SECTION IV: MEMBERSHIP-ArƟcle 6). 
 
Paragraph 2: Members who quit, were expelled or leŌ LAMA for any reason and did not return their colors and 
wish to return must be approved by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee and their chapter members. If they are 
accepted, they must pay the reinstatement fee ($50.) and they must pay for a full set of new colors.  



  15  

 
Paragraph 3: Members who are reinstated within 90 days aŌer their membership terminated may wear the 
patches they returned.  If it has been more than 90 days the member cannot reuse any patches. 

 
ArƟcle 2: Members whose memberships are being reinstated must be presented to the board of directors of the Chapter 
by the Chapter President. All reinstatements of any member must take place at an official chapter meeƟng.  
  
ArƟcle 3: If a member is expelled from a chapter, the InternaƟonal or NaƟonal CommiƩees have the right to determine, 
aŌer an individual invesƟgaƟon of the case, whether the member can be transferred or reinstated to another chapter.  
 
 

SECTION X: DUES  
  
ArƟcle 1: InternaƟonal dues must be paid annually by every person who wears our colors, including all chapter members, 
reƟred members, as well as spousal members, and is due on January 1 of each year. Membership privileges will be 
terminated aŌer January 31 for members who have not paid their dues. Membership is officially terminated on March 31 
for members who have not paid their internaƟonal dues, and they must return their colors to LAMA.  
 
ArƟcle 2: Associate members only pay annual internaƟonal associate membership dues, which are due on January 1 
annually.  
  
ArƟcle 3: Chapter member dues are to be determined by each chapter. Any member who has not paid dues for a total of 
four (4) months will automaƟcally lose all privileges. No vote is needed in this case. Their membership will be terminated 
automaƟcally, and they must return their official membership patches to LAMA.  
  
  

SECTION XI: LEAVE OF ABSENCE  
ArƟcle 1: Leaves of Absence are to be determined by each chapter using the following criteria: To receive a leave of 
absence, a member must apply in person at an official membership meeƟng. Leave of absences are given in 90- or 180-
day increments and cannot exceed 180 days.  If accepted, the member must leave all colors in their possession in the care 
of the chapter President. During the leave of absence, the member does not pay chapter or InternaƟonal membership 
dues. The members must return no later than the last day of their leave of absence agreement. If the member returns on 
Ɵme, their colors must be returned to them. If the member shows up aŌer the leave of absence agreement expires, their 
membership will be terminated. The member can request another 90-day leave of absence if a good reason is provided.  
  
 

SECTION XII: MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
  
ArƟcle 1: Mandatory Membership meeƟngs must be held at a minimum of once per month and on the same day every 
month. 
 

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2019): It is mandatory that, at each chapter monthly meeƟng, the Chapter Treasurer 
presents a detailed treasury report to the membership. The President and Business Manager should do likewise.  

 
ArƟcle 2: Times and dates of membership meeƟngs are determined by the chapter members through a vote at an official 
meeƟng.  
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Paragraph 1 (Amendment 1996): The presentaƟon of patches (colors) to qualified members shall take place during 
an official chapter meeƟng, unless the Chapter President designates a special event for this purpose. The 
awarding of colors must be conducted as a formal ceremonial event, similar in nature to a graduaƟon ceremony. 

  
ArƟcle 3: Each meeƟng’s agenda must include Ɵme allocated for the President or a designated officer to give an 
educaƟonal segment on motorcycle riding safety.  
  
ArƟcle 4 (Amendment 2016): A mandatory “Sport of Moto-Touring” secƟon shall be included in the agenda of each 
monthly chapter meeƟng. During this segment, Moto-Touring standings, events, rules, and all other related topics shall be 
presented and discussed.  The Moto-Touring Officer (MTO) must be given sufficient Ɵme to review member registraƟons 
and verify that parƟcipaƟon records for events are properly documented and received from event organizers at the 
chapter level. This review must be conducted on an ongoing basis and not postponed unƟl the end of the year. 
 
ArƟcle 5: All LAMA meeƟngs, at all levels, from the chapter to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, must be recorded.  
 
 

SECTION XIII: TRANSFERS  

ArƟcle 1: A member may transfer to another chapter of the organizaƟon under certain circumstances, such as moving to a 
different state or city where another LAMA chapter is closer to the member. In this case, the president of the member's 
current chapter must send a transfer approval leƩer to the president of the chapter to which the member wishes to be 
transferred. No member will be allowed to transfer if they have any financial debt with their present chapter.  
  
ArƟcle 2: The president of the member's current chapter will noƟfy the NaƟonal CommiƩee of the pending transfer so 
that the NaƟonal CommiƩee can keep current records of the members across the naƟon. The member must fulfill the 
Moto-Touring requirements, including providing odometer readings, etc. The NaƟonal CommiƩee has the authority to 
stop the transfer if they deem the member unqualified.  
 

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2015): A member is allowed a maximum of two transfers and can have membership in 
up to three chapters. Transfers for residency relocaƟons do not count towards the maximum of two transfers and 
three chapters. Any variaƟon of this regulaƟon must be individually and exclusively approved by LAMA 
InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
 
Paragraph 2: (Amendment 2015): An officer or member who transfers from a chapter may not serve in any 
elected posiƟon in their new chapter for a period of two years. This rule does not apply to transfers for residency 
relocaƟon reasons.  
 
Paragraph 3: (Amendment 2015): Prospects or Probates who are transferred from a chapter will have an 
addiƟonal period of 60 days added before they can be promoted to the next stage of membership.  

  
ArƟcle 3: The member requesƟng the transfer must be in good standing with their current chapter, must have completed 
any disciplinary action given and must have paid all debts. 
  
ArƟcle 4: If a transfer is approved, the member can keep the patch represenƟng their previous city and place it on the 
front of their vest. The member will then wear the new chapter's city patch on the back of their vest, and the new chapter 
will be considered their home chapter.  
 
ArƟcle 5: If a member has been expelled from a chapter, the InternaƟonal or NaƟonal CommiƩee has the right to conduct 
a case-by-case invesƟgaƟon to determine if the member can be transferred or reinstated to another chapter.  
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ArƟcle 6: A member who is in default or has been admonished by their chapter will not be allowed to transfer to another 
chapter unƟl the debt has been seƩled or the disciplinary period has ended or liŌed by the original chapter.  
  
 

SECTION XIV: ELECTIONS  
 
ArƟcle 1: ElecƟons for execuƟve commiƩee officers at all levels will be held every two years unless an earlier elecƟon is 
required by a decision of the ExecuƟve board.  
 

Paragraph 1: A nominee can only be nominated for a maximum of two posiƟons in an elecƟon. 
 
Paragraph 2: (Amendment 1983): LAMA Officers must be Full-Color members. Spousal members cannot hold 
office. If a couple are both Full-Color members, only one of them may hold office in an execuƟve commiƩee. 
Having a couple hold posiƟons on the same commiƩee is considered a conflict of interest and is not acceptable.  
 
Paragraph 3: (ClarificaƟon 2015): Two members with family Ɵes such as a spouse, boyfriend/girlfriend, unmarried 
people sharing a home/family under common law, parents, siblings, and children cannot hold office in the same 
commiƩee.  
 
Paragraph 4: (Amendment 2017): To qualify as a candidate for elected posiƟons of president, or vice president at 
the internaƟonal, naƟonal, regional or chapter level, the candidate must have aƩended at least 85% of the 
chapter meeƟngs and parƟcipated in 66% of sancƟoned LAMA events in their region riding their motorcycles, 
excluding their chapter events. Other candidates for elected office must parƟcipate in a minimum of 70% of 
chapter meeƟngs and 55% of sancƟoned LAMA events in their region riding their motorcycles, excluding their 
own chapter’s events.  
 
Paragraph 5: (Amendment 2017): Presidents and vice presidents at the internaƟonal, conƟnental, naƟonal and 
regional commiƩee levels may not hold two elected posiƟons at the same Ɵme. Similarly, two members from the 
same chapter cannot be officers on the same commiƩee. 
 
Paragraph 6: StarƟng on June 12, 2027; To be nominated for a LAMA Officer’s posiƟon at the internaƟonal, 
conƟnental and naƟonal commiƩee level you must pass a Level 2 Background Check. It will be reviewed 
confidenƟally by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. All officers serving before that date will be grandfathered in. 
 
Paragraph 7: NominaƟons for chapter execuƟve commiƩee officers must be submiƩed to the members 60 and 30 
days (nominaƟons in 2 meeƟngs) before the elecƟon. ElecƟons must be held no later than 60 days aŌer the first 
nominaƟon. NominaƟons cannot be made on the day of the elecƟon.  

  
ArƟcle 2: Only members in good standing within the chapter, without any reprimands in the previous 12 months, and with 
a minimum of 55% parƟcipaƟon in sancƟoned LAMA events in their region (excluding their own chapter’s events) may be 
nominated for an execuƟve posiƟon. If no nominated member qualifies with the required percentages, the chapter may 
reduce the qualifying percentage by 10%. If, even aŌer reducing the qualificaƟon percentages by 10%, the chapter sƟll 
does not have a qualifying nominee, the chapter will put the nominaƟons on hold and contact the NaƟonal CommiƩee via 
email.  
 
ArƟcle 3: For the posiƟons of President or Vice-President, only members in good standing who have been with the 
chapter for a period of one year and without any reprimands in the previous 12 months may be nominated.  
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Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2015): An officer or member who transfers from a chapter may not serve in any 
elected position in their new chapter for a period of two years. This rule does not apply to transfers for residency 
relocation. 
 

ArƟcle 4: In the case of a new “ORGANIZING CHAPTER” formed by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, the InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee will decide who is qualified to hold the posiƟons of President and/or Vice-President.  
  
ArƟcle 5: On the day of the elecƟons of an Official Chapter, only Full-Color members in good standing and without any 
dues in arrears will have the right to cast a vote. If the elecƟons are aŌer January 30, the members that have not paid the 
internaƟonal membership dues have no vote. 
 
ArƟcle 6: The voƟng process will be held as a secret ballot. A form lisƟng all the nominated candidates will be given to the 
members, who will choose the best-qualified candidate for each posiƟon. AŌer the voƟng, the Chapter President, in the 
presence of two other Full-Color members, will tally the votes to maintain the integrity of the process. It is suggested that 
officers from a higher execuƟve commiƩee or another chapter assist with the vote count whenever possible.  
  

Paragraph 1: (ClarificaƟon): Any Full-Color member can nominate another qualified Full-Color member for a 
certain posiƟon. This nominaƟon must be endorsed or seconded by at least one other Full-Color member. The 
candidate must express whether they accept the nominaƟon. If they decline, their nominaƟon is deleted, and the 
process conƟnues. Two or more candidates can be nominated for the same posiƟon, and the winner is 
determined by the vote count.  
 

ArƟcle 7: The enƟre execuƟve commiƩee or any individual commiƩee officer may be removed from office, at any Ɵme, by 
a majority vote of the voƟng members of the chapter, with probable cause due to infracƟons against LAMA  
InternaƟonal bylaws. If all officers are removed, new officers will be elected at the same meeƟng and will hold office for 
the remainder of the term.  
 
ArƟcle 8: If an officer resigns or is removed from an elected posiƟon, they will not be able to hold an elected posiƟon 
during the next two electoral periods or a minimum of 4 years. If the officer resigned for medical reasons and the medical 
problem has been resolved, they qualify for elecƟon at the next elecƟons.  
 
ArƟcle 9: In InternaƟonal elecƟons all ConƟnental and NaƟonal officers will have the right to vote along with Presidents 
and Vice Presidents of official chapters and the President and Vice President of the Regional commiƩees. 
 
ArƟcle 10: In ConƟnental ElecƟons the President and Vice President of NaƟonal CommiƩees, Regional CommiƩees and 
Official Chapter CommiƩees have the right to vote. 
 
ArƟcle 11: In NaƟonal CommiƩee ElecƟons, all 6 Regional CommiƩee Officers and Official Chapters Presidents and Vice 
Presidents have a right to vote. 
  
 

SECTION XV: CHAPTER STATUS 

ArƟcle 1: When a group is granted sancƟon to start a chapter, it is referred to as an “Organizing Chapter”. The sancƟon to 
start a chapter can only be granted by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. Organizing chapters have some flexibility in 
complying with all by-laws concerning elecƟons and officials unƟl they gain official status. The specific bylaws they may 
have flexibility with are determined by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
  

Paragraph 1: The closing of a chapter can only be authorized by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
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Paragraph 2: Organizing chapters cannot create t-shirts, hats and other wear unƟl they graduate to Official 
Chapter Status. 
 
Paragraph 3: Organizing Chapters must use the official LAMA wings logo of their naƟon as their chapter logo for 
social media pages, flyers and business cards unƟl they graduate to Official Chapter Status. They cannot fabricate 
LAMA t-shirts, hats and other goods unƟl aŌer they graduate. AŌer graduaƟon they can create their own chapter 
logo to use on their “for sale” LAMA goods. All logos must bee sent for approval to the LAMA InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee. 
 

ArƟcle 2: An Organizing Chapter is directly supervised by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee unƟl they are granted official 
chapter status. AŌer being granted official chapter status, the chapter falls under the supervision of its respecƟve NaƟonal 
CommiƩee. In a naƟon where official Regional CommiƩees exist, the new official chapters will be under the Regional 
CommiƩee 
  
ArƟcle 3: An organizing chapter can be granted official status aŌer a minimum period of 18 months. The following 
requirements must be met:  
 

A. The chapter must have no less than 15 motorcycle riding official chapter members (Full-Color). 
B. The chapter must submit the last three months’ treasury reports that the chapter treasurer presented to its 

members. 
C. The chapter must provide proof of its bank account in the chapter's name.  
D. The chapter must provide proof of incorporaƟon in their state.  
E. The chapter must submit the last three months’ minutes of the meeƟngs as archived by the secretary.  
F. The chapter must provide the Moto-Touring COR (Chapter Odometer Report) document.  
G. The chapter must have proof that it presents itself in Full-Color uniform at all meeƟngs and events.  
H. Once the proof is raƟfied, the InternaƟonal CommiƩee must noƟfy the NaƟonal CommiƩee by email that the 

organizing chapter has qualified to graduate to Official Chapter Status  
I. The NaƟonal CommiƩee will then select an official funcƟon or acƟvity and noƟfy all presidents at least 30 days 

before the event. The presidents, vice presidents, and naƟonal officials present at the event will decide, through a 
simple majority vote, if the Organizing Chapter will be admiƩed as an official chapter of LAMA. 

J. A chapter is expected to prioriƟze parƟcipaƟon and support in all LAMA acƟviƟes and funcƟons of other chapters 
and Brother-Clubs. Failure to do so may be grounds for closure of the chapter.  

K. In naƟons or regions where there are two or less chapters, the InternaƟonal CommiƩee will vote to graduate the 
Organizing Chapter status.   

 
ArƟcle 4: Upon being voted in as an official chapter, the President and Vice President of the chapter will become part of 
the NaƟonal Board of Directors with a voice and vote in that commiƩee. If the chapter's membership drops below 15, the 
InternaƟonal CommiƩee will put the chapter on probaƟon. While on probaƟon, the chapter will lose both seats on the 
NaƟonal Board unƟl it reaches 15 Full-Color riding members again. At that Ɵme, the InternaƟonal CommiƩee will decide 
whether they will regain official status.  
 

Paragraph 1: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee has the authority to make excepƟons to the bylaws for organizing 
chapters on a case-by-case basis. To graduate an Organizing Chapter must be able to fulfill all the internaƟonal 
bylaws. 
 
Paragraph 2: The NaƟonal and Regional CommiƩees must support chapters that have dropped to less than 15 
members, providing a reasonable amount of Ɵme for their growth. If necessary, the closure of the chapter and 
the transfer of its members to the nearest chapters must be authorized by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
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SECTION XVI: CHAPTER AGREEMENT  

 
ArƟcle 1: The chapter agreement serves as a binding agreement between LAMA and any chapter wishing to use the LAMA 
name and logo worldwide. It outlines the expectaƟons and requirements for becoming and remaining a LAMA chapter. 
Chapters that refuse to recognize the authority of the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, do not abide by the LAMA InternaƟonal 
By-laws, or fail to follow direcƟves can be terminated from the associaƟon.  
  
ArƟcle 2: The chapter agreement must be signed by the InternaƟonal President and Vice President, the NaƟonal 
President, and the President and Vice President of the chapter or group applying for LAMA membership.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The agreement ensures that the applying chapter agrees with the ideology of LAMA and will operate according 
to the established by-laws of the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. All LAMA chapters are considered as one club, regardless of 
their locaƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 4: Chapters must register and operate as non-profit organizaƟons. All sales, donaƟons, and funds raised at LAMA 
funcƟons become club funds for the benefit of the members. These funds are not for individual or personal use.  
  
ArƟcle 5: Each chapter must provide a monthly treasury report to its membership, detailing all economic movements, 
including income, expenses, and total funds collected.  
  
ArƟcle 6: All chapters must register in their home state, but this registraƟon does not grant any exclusive rights to the 
LAMA name or colors. The exclusive rights belong to the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
 
ArƟcle 7: Chapters must have the following ExecuƟve Officers: A) President, B) Vice President, C) Treasurer, D) Business 
Manager, E) Secretary, F) MTO (Moto-Touring Officer).  
  
ArƟcle 8: Appointed posiƟons by the ExecuƟve CommiƩee of the chapter, such as Sergeant At Arms and Road Captains 
and LAMA StaƟon reporters, must be filled by Full-Color members.  
  
ArƟcle 9: Decisions at all levels, from the chapter to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, are made by consensus through a vote 
of the simple majority of the ExecuƟve CommiƩee. No President or Vice President can make decisions on their own.  
 
ArƟcle 10: LAMA membership patches (LOGO) and colors can only be obtained from the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. These 
official patches are loaned to each member, and the Chapter President awards them to qualified members aŌer a vote by 
the chapter membership. No chapter can create its colors. Funds raised from merchandise sales support LAMA events and 
the management of the associaƟon. Official LAMA logo merchandise can also be obtained from the NaƟonal CommiƩee 
and InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
  
ArƟcle 11: The chapter must strive to have every member aƩend the LAMA NaƟonal Rally, and their officers should aƩend 
the LAMA InternaƟonal Rally and at least one internaƟonal and naƟonal meeƟng each year.  
 
ArƟcle 12: The Official Chapter must have their meeƟngs in an official place of business, such as a clubhouse, which 
should not be a domesƟc residence. Some flexibility may be allowed as determined by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
  
ArƟcle 13: The creaƟon or iniƟaƟon of new chapters is the exclusive responsibility of the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. No 
other chapter can start a chapter or have a sub-chapter elsewhere.  
  
ArƟcle 14: LAMA chapters cannot join or affiliate with any other motorcycle club or organizaƟon without wriƩen approval 
from the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. LAMA members are not allowed to wear support patches or diamond patches of other 
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motorcycle clubs, nor can they fabricate their own diamond patches or copy any other clubs patches. LAMA Chapters can 
parƟcipate in other motorcycle clubs events but LAMA events are their priority. 
 
 

SECTION XVII: INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE  

ArƟcle 1: The InternaƟonal President is elected from among the chapters worldwide and serves as the ExecuƟve Director 
of all LAMA/IMA chapters. One of their responsibiliƟes is to ensure the enforcement of rules, regulaƟons, and Chapter 
Agreements signed with each LAMA chapter.  
 

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2019): To be eligible for a posiƟon on the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, a member must 
belong to an official chapter with a minimum of 50 members. This requirement does not apply to those already in 
office, as their chapters may have lost members, etc.  
 
Must be able to take criƟcism and treat members with respect. 

 
ArƟcle 2: The InternaƟonal Board of Directors consists of the NaƟonal President and NaƟonal Vice President of each 
naƟon.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The InternaƟonal Board of Directors has the authority to handle appeals of issues involving an InternaƟonal  
CommiƩee Officer. If the issues are not resolved by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee, they can be appealed to the  
InternaƟonal Board of Directors. The Board can make decisions regarding wrongdoings by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
  
ArƟcle 4: Requirements to qualify for nominaƟons to run for a posiƟon on the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
 

1. Must be or have been a President or Vice President of a chapter, or higher execuƟve commiƩee for at least five 
years.  

2. Must be a member of LAMA for no less than seven years 
3. Must come from a chapter with no less than 50 members or have served on a naƟonal or conƟnental execuƟve 

commiƩee.  
4. Must meet the requirements of 78% of sancƟon events/rides and 85% in chapter meeƟngs.  
5. Must have parƟcipated in NaƟonal rallies within their country and InternaƟonal rallies outside of their country.  
6. Must not have had a disciplinary sancƟon against them in the last three years.  
7. Must have extensive knowledge of the sport of Moto Touring, its record keeping, how to determine the 

champions, etc. 
8. Must be able to use MicrosoŌ Excel and PowerPoint. 
9. Must be proficient on the internet, email and be able to use Quick Books, especially the Treasurer and Business 

Manager.   
10. All nominees should preferably be bilingual in Spanish and English but not limited to. 
11. Must have served in the past in the posiƟon for which they have been nominated for. Must be able to fulfill the 

duƟes of the posiƟon they are nominated for. Having served as a president is not enough.  
12. Nominees for InternaƟonal Treasurer must have prior experience as a treasurer. The nominee should be an 

accountant or have experience in business and have knowledge of the laws of non-profit organizaƟons.  It is 
preferable that the nominee be bilingual. 

13. Nominees for MTO should have vast prior experience and be no less than an excepƟonal NaƟonal MTO officer. 
The MTO shall have the capability to administer, supervise, and ensure the proper management of the official 
Moto Touring databases, informaƟon systems, and technological tools, ensuring the integrity, traceability, 
availability, consolidaƟon, storage, updaƟng, protecƟon, and proper use of the recorded informaƟon. It is 
preferable that the nominee be bilingual. 
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Note: For all 6 internaƟonal commiƩee posiƟons it is preferable that the nominees be reƟred. The amount of work is 
more than you do on your job. A person that is a workaholic or spends long hours at his job will have a difficult 
Ɵme. It can have an effect on family life, keeping one away from family oŌen. 

 
ArƟcle 5: NominaƟons and ElecƟons will be iniƟated with the highest-ranking posiƟon first, followed with a tabulated vote 
for its posiƟon, followed by the next highest-ranking posiƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 6: InternaƟonal CommiƩee Officers do not pay admission to LAMA events. InternaƟonal officers are on duty when 
they are present. They are judging the naƟonal Rally of the year award, chapter event of the year award, the officer of the 
year male and female award, lend support to the chapter organizing the event, etc. 
 
 

SECTION XVIII: CONTINENTAL COMMITTEE  
  
ArƟcle 1: The ConƟnental President is elected from among the chapters of the naƟons in their respecƟve conƟnent and 
serves as the ExecuƟve Director of all LAMA/IMA chapters in that conƟnent. One of their responsibiliƟes is to ensure the 
enforcement of rules, regulaƟons, and chapter agreements signed with each LAMA chapter.  
  

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2019): To be eligible for a posiƟon on the ConƟnental CommiƩee, an officer must 
belong to an official chapter with a minimum of 35 members. This requirement does not apply to those already in 
office, as their chapters may have lost members, etc.  
 

ArƟcle 2: The ConƟnental Board of Directors consists of the NaƟonal President and NaƟonal Vice President of each naƟon 
in their respecƟve conƟnent.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The ConƟnental Board of Directors has the authority to step in and stop any wrongdoing, perceived wrongdoing, 
or mismanagement by the ConƟnental ExecuƟve CommiƩee, then report it immediately to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
  
ArƟcle 4: The conƟnental commiƩee will be composed of six officers, from six different naƟons.  
 
ArƟcle 5: NominaƟons and ElecƟons will be iniƟated with the highest-ranking posiƟon first, followed with a tabulated vote 
for its posiƟon, followed by the next highest-ranking posiƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 6: Requirements to qualify for nominaƟons to run for a posiƟon on the ConƟnental CommiƩee.  
 

1. Must be or have been a President or Vice President of a chapter or higher execuƟve commiƩee for at least three 
years.  

2. Must be a member of LAMA no less than five years.  
3. Must have served in the posiƟon they are nominated for. 
4. Must come from a chapter with no less than 35 members. This requirement does not apply to those already in 

office, as their chapters may have lost members, etc. 
5. Must meet the requirements of 78% of sancƟon events/rides and 82% in chapter meeƟngs.  
6. Must have parƟcipated in a NaƟonal Rally within their country and a conƟnental or internaƟonal rally outside of 

their country.  
7. Must not have had a disciplinary sancƟon against them in the last three years. 
8. Must have Moto Touring knowledge, be proficient on internet, emails, Excel and PowerPoint programs. Must have 

extensive knowledge of the sport of Moto Touring, its record keeping, how to determine the champions, etc. 
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ArƟcle 7: ConƟnental CommiƩee Officers do not pay admission to LAMA chapter events. ConƟnental officers are on duty 
when they are present. They are judging the naƟonal rally of the year, chapter award of the year, the officer of the year 
male and female, lend support to the chapter organizing the event, etc. 
 
  

SECTION XIX: NATIONAL COMMITTEE  

ArƟcle 1: The first NaƟonal CommiƩee in a naƟon is appointed by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee. AŌer two years, it 
becomes an elected commiƩee through a vote by the Presidents and Vice Presidents of every Official Chapter and 
Regional CommiƩee in that naƟon. In naƟons with 10 or fewer chapters, the six officers of each chapter's execuƟve 
commiƩee are eligible to vote in naƟonal elecƟons.  
  

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2019): To be eligible for a posiƟon on the NaƟonal CommiƩee, a member must belong 
to an official chapter with a minimum of 35 members. This requirement may not apply to those already in office 
based on the grandfather clause.  
 
Paragraph 2: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee holds the highest authority in LAMA and handles day-to-day LAMA 
issues. They have the power to remove naƟonal officers or the enƟre naƟonal commiƩee in a naƟon if there is 
due cause, such as defamaƟon of character, causing division, commiƫng fraud, engaging in criminal offenses, or 
involvement in drug use and sale. The proper commiƩee should be allowed to address the issue first, and if 
correcƟve acƟon is not taken, the InternaƟonal CommiƩee can intervene.  
 
Paragraph 3: If the InternaƟonal CommiƩee forces a NaƟonal CommiƩee to step down, they can appoint a new 
Interim NaƟonal CommiƩee to recƟfy the situaƟon and restore control in that naƟon.  
 

ArƟcle 2: The NaƟonal CommiƩee consists of an elected ExecuƟve CommiƩee, including the NaƟonal President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Business Manager, Secretary, and MTO.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The main responsibiliƟes of the NaƟonal CommiƩee are to enforce the internaƟonal by-laws, maintain unity 
among chapters and members within their naƟon, and organize an annual NaƟonal Moto-Touring Championship/NaƟonal 
Rally.  
  
ArƟcle 4: The NaƟonal CommiƩee comprises of an ExecuƟve CommiƩee and a NaƟonal Board of Directors. The NaƟonal 
Board of Directors consists of the President and Vice President of each Chapter and Regional CommiƩee in their 
respecƟve naƟons.  
 
ArƟcle 5: The NaƟonal CommiƩee works closely with all chapters in their country to ensure adherence to the InternaƟonal 
By-laws and LAMA ideology, fostering unity as “ONE LAMA”  
  
ArƟcle 6: NaƟonal commiƩees must allocate funds raised to support members' parƟcipaƟon in the LAMA/IMA World 
Moto-Touring Championships/InternaƟonal Rally. These funds are also used to organize an Annual NaƟonal Moto- Touring 
Championship/NaƟonal Rally in their respecƟve naƟons.  
  
ArƟcle 7: The NaƟonal CommiƩee sancƟons all LAMA chapter and regional events in their naƟon. They must circulate the 
annual naƟonal calendar of events no later than January.  
 

Paragraph 1: The NaƟonal CommiƩee must prioriƟze the seniority of events held by each chapter. If a chapter 
celebrates an event on a specific date, they have rights to that day. If they choose a different date and receive 
authorizaƟon, they forfeit the rights to the original date.  
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ArƟcle 8: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee has the authority to invesƟgate the treasury of NaƟonal CommiƩees. They can 
order a freeze on any NaƟonal CommiƩee bank account that is under invesƟgaƟon or suspected of improper use, pending 
resoluƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 9: NaƟonal CommiƩees should provide their chapters with quarterly naƟonal treasury reports, which must be sent 
to the LAMA InternaƟonal Treasurer for record-keeping.  
  

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2016): All members of the naƟonal commiƩees must be present at the NaƟonal Rally 
and NaƟonal MeeƟng. In countries with ten or fewer chapters, all chapter officers must be present, having both 
voice and vote. In countries with eleven or more chapters, only the President and Vice President will have a voice 
and vote, while the other officers will have only a voice. Only official chapters in good standing have voƟng rights. 
Organizing chapters and chapters on probaƟon do not have a vote.  
 
Paragraph 2: (ClarificaƟon): A NaƟonal CommiƩee cannot close a chapter or remove a Chapter President without 
first obtaining authorizaƟon from the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  

  
ArƟcle 10: When a naƟon has six or more Official Chapters, only one officer from each chapter can serve on the naƟonal 
commiƩee.  
  
ArƟcle 11: The NaƟonal Treasurer must archive monthly treasury reports from all chapters in the naƟon. The InternaƟonal 
Treasurer must archive quarterly naƟonal treasury reports.  
  
ArƟcle 12: Requirements to Qualify for nominaƟons to run for any posiƟon on the NaƟonal CommiƩee.  
 

1. Must be or have been a President or Vice President of a chapter for at least two years.  
2. Must be a member of LAMA no less than five years.  
3. Must come from a chapter with no less than 35 members.  
4. Must meet the requirements of 66% in sancƟon events/rides on a motorcycle, and 82% in chapter meeƟngs.  
5. Must have parƟcipated in NaƟonal rallies in their country.  
6. Must not have had a disciplinary sancƟon in the last 24 months.  
7. Must have served in the posiƟon they are nominated for. 
8. Must have Sport of Moto Touring knowledge, be proficient on internet, emails, Excel and PowerPoint programs. 

 
ArƟcle 13: The naƟonal commiƩee will be composed of six officers, from six different chapters, except when there are less 
than six chapters in the naƟon.  
  
ArƟcle 14: ElecƟon nominaƟon will be iniƟated with the highest-ranking posiƟon first, followed with a tabulated vote for 
its posiƟon, followed by the next highest-ranking posiƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 15: NaƟonal CommiƩee Officers do not pay admission to LAMA chapter events. NaƟonal officers are on duty when 
they are present. They are judging the chapter award of the year, the officer of the year male and female, lend support to 
the chapter organizing the event, etc. 
  
 

SECTION XX: REGIONAL OFFICERS DUTIES AND DESCRIPTIONS 
 
ArƟcle 1: The first Regional CommiƩees in a naƟon are appointed by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee. AŌer two years 
(or more) by a decision from the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee, it becomes an elected commiƩee. ElecƟons will be held 
every two years. The Presidents and Vice Presidents of every Official Chapter in that region are eligible to vote in regional 
elecƟons.   



  25  

  
Paragraph 1: The LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee is the highest authority in LAMA and handles day-to-day LAMA 
issues. They have the power to remove regional officers or the enƟre regional commiƩee in a naƟon if there is 
due cause, such as defamaƟon of character, causing division, commiƫng fraud, engaging in criminal offenses, or 
involvement in drug use and sale. The appropriate commiƩee should be allowed to address the issue first, and if 
correcƟve acƟon is not taken, the InternaƟonal CommiƩee can intervene.  
 
Paragraph 2: If the InternaƟonal CommiƩee forces a Regional CommiƩee to step down, they can appoint a new 
Interim Regional CommiƩee to recƟfy the situaƟon and restore control in that region.  
 

ArƟcle 2: The Regional CommiƩee consists of an elected ExecuƟve CommiƩee, composed of the Regional President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, Business Manager, Secretary, and MTO.  
  
ArƟcle 3: The main responsibiliƟes of the Regional CommiƩee is to enforce the internaƟonal by-laws, maintain unity 
among chapters and their members within their region, and organize an annual Regional Moto-Touring 
Championship/Regional Rally.  
 

Paragraph 1: Regional CommiƩees are the first step on the appeal process of any cases brought by members or 
chapter commiƩees.  

  
ArƟcle 4: The Regional CommiƩee comprises of an ExecuƟve CommiƩee and a Regional Board of Directors. The Regional 
Board of Directors will consist of the President and Vice President of each Chapter in their respecƟve regions.  
 
ArƟcle 5: The Regional CommiƩee works closely with all chapters in their region to ensure adherence to the InternaƟonal 
By-laws and LAMA ideology, fostering brotherhood and uniƟng all the chapters into a single unit.  
  
ArƟcle 6: Regional CommiƩees must allocate funds raised to support members' parƟcipaƟon in the LAMA NaƟonal Moto-
Touring Championships/NaƟonal Rally. These funds are also to be used to organize an Annual Regional Moto- Touring 
Championship/Regional Rally in their respecƟve regions.  
  
ArƟcle 7: The Regional CommiƩee creates the calendar of LAMA events in their region. It must circulate the regional 
calendar of events no later than January. The chapters must have each of their events sancƟoned by the naƟonal 
commiƩee.  
 

Paragraph 1: The Regional CommiƩee must prioriƟze the seniority of events held by each chapter. If a chapter 
celebrates an event on a specific date, they have rights to that date. If they choose a different date and receive 
authorizaƟon, they forfeit the rights to the original date.  
 

ArƟcle 8: The InternaƟonal CommiƩee and NaƟonal CommiƩee have the authority to invesƟgate the treasury of Regional 
CommiƩees. The InternaƟonal CommiƩee can order a freeze on any Regional CommiƩee bank account that is under 
invesƟgaƟon or suspected of improper use, pending resoluƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 9: Regional CommiƩees should provide their chapters with quarterly regional treasury reports, which must be sent 
to the LAMA NaƟonal Treasurer for record-keeping.  
  

Paragraph 1: All officers of the regional commiƩees must be present at the NaƟonal Rally and NaƟonal MeeƟng. 
All regional officers have a voice and vote.  

    
ArƟcle 10: The Regional Treasurer must archive monthly treasury reports from all chapters in their region. The NaƟonal 
Treasurer must archive quarterly regional treasury reports.  
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ArƟcle 11: Requirements to Qualify for NominaƟons to run for any posiƟon on the Regional CommiƩee.  
 

1. Must be or have been an officer of a chapter for at least two years.  
2. Must be a member of LAMA no less than three years.  
3. Must come from a chapter with no less than 20 members.  
4. Must meet the requirements of 66% in sancƟon events/rides on a motorcycle/ and 82% in chapter meeƟngs.  
5. Must have parƟcipated in regional and naƟonal rallies.  
6. Must not have had a disciplinary sancƟon in the last 24 months.  
7. Must have previous experience in the posiƟon they are nominated for. 
8. Must be proficient on internet, emails, Excel and PowerPoint programs. Must understand the sport of moto 

touring and know how to work with the registraƟons, record keeping and how to determine the winners.   
 
ArƟcle 12: ElecƟon nominaƟons will be iniƟated with the highest-ranking posiƟon first, followed with a tabulated vote for 
its posiƟon, followed by the next highest, ranking posiƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 13: The two officers elected Regional President and Vice President can not serve in more than one posiƟon. They 
have 90 days to vacate their post in any other posiƟon they hold. The 90 days are to give the other commiƩee they are in 
enough Ɵme to have elecƟons for new officers in their place. 
 
ArƟcle 14: The Regional Championships should have parƟcipaƟon from all the chapters of the region. All the officers of 
each chapter should be present. Regional events must all be celebrated on the same date. ParƟcipaƟng in another 
Region’s event is not acceptable. But someƟmes we are on vacaƟon in another region. A member can parƟcipate in 
another region’s event in such cases but neither the member nor his chapter will receive points or credit for it. 
 
ArƟcle 15: Regional CommiƩees must have 3 in person meeƟngs per year. One official meeƟng 4 months before the 
Regional Championships. One official meeƟng the first day of the regional Championships. One official meeƟng 4 months 
aŌer the Regional Championships. All other meeƟngs can be conducted online. 
 
ArƟcle 16: Along with the official meeƟng, on the first day of the regional Championships, an official Regional Caravan Ride 
must be done. This is important because many chapters have less than 40 members. To aƩain experience in safe group 
riding, the Official Ride is an educator.   
 
ArƟcle 17: The Regional Championship Awards Ceremony should be celebrated on the second day of the event. 
 
ArƟcle 18: The Regional Championships are a minimum of 2 full days, and are a 3 point event. In order for a member to 
receive 3 points they must parƟcipate in the regional ride and the awards presentaƟon.   
 
ArƟcle 19: Regional Championship sites must be decided by a vote at the Regional Officers meeƟng at the event. 
 
 

SECTION XXI: CHAPTER OFFICERS DUTIES AND DESCRIPTIONS 
  
ArƟcle 1: The duƟes and descripƟons of the officers of each chapter are as follows:  
  
CHAPTER PRESIDENT 
  

A. The Chapter President is the Chief ExecuƟve Officer of the chapter and serves as the spokesperson for the 
execuƟve commiƩee on all decisions made by the body.  

B. A LAMA President at all levels does not make decisions alone. Any appointments made by the President must 
receive preapproval from the Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee. All decisions made by the President require the 
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approval of the execuƟve commiƩee. In LAMA, Presidents rule by consensus, with approval obtained through a 
majority vote of the six execuƟve commiƩee members, without excepƟons.  

C. The President shall preside over all chapter meeƟngs, enforce order, and ensure strict compliance with the By- 
Laws.  

D. In the event of a Ɵe on a vote held by the Chapter execuƟve commiƩee, the President can break the Ɵe with a Ɵe-
breaking vote.  

E. The President shall perform the duƟes of the Chairman of the Board.  
F. He/she shall sign all official documents authorized by LAMA.  
G. Act as a spokesperson before all businesses, government, individual organizaƟons, and agencies.  
H. Must parƟcipate in NaƟonal rallies in their country.  
I. With the vote of the Chapter execuƟve commiƩee, the President shall appoint any execuƟve posiƟon that 

becomes vacant for a term of less than 9 months (except for the posiƟons of President or Vice President). If the 
vacant posiƟon has a term longer than 9 months, an elecƟon must be held at the next meeƟng and within 30 
days. 

J. The President shall convey all unfinished business of the chapter to his/her successor.  
  
CHAPTER VICE PRESIDENT  
 

A. The Vice President shall preside over meeƟngs in the absence of the President and generally perform the duƟes of 
the President during any absences.  

B. He/she shall perform all of the aforemenƟoned duƟes of the President in case of his/her absence and assist the 
President with chapter business.  

C. The Vice President shall conduct the tasks assigned to him/her by the President.  
D. In the absence of the President at meeƟngs, funcƟons, and tours, the Vice President must assume charge 

automaƟcally. The excuse that the President is not present and therefore a meeƟng or ride cannot occur is not 
acceptable.  

E. If both the President and Vice President are absent from meeƟngs, funcƟons, and tours, the treasurer will assume 
charge, followed by the hierarchy of chapter officers unƟl the Moto-Touring Officer is reached.  

  
CHAPTER TREASURER 
  

A. The Treasurer shall have custody of all financial records of the chapter.  
B. The Treasurer shall receive and take charge of all chapter funds and keep a record of all monies and expenditures.  
C. He/she shall deposit all chapter funds into a designated bank account and be responsible to the chapter members 

for all finances.  
D. The Treasurer must maintain a list of members and collect monthly and annual dues. AddiƟonally, the Treasurer 

shall keep a list of all associate members and collect dues each year.  
E. Any expenditure of funds (except for monthly bills), such as purchases, donaƟons, charity, and spending on 

members at events, hotels, or restaurant meals, must be put to a vote of the chapter membership beforehand. No 
President or officer can spend money that has not been previously allocated in a chapter meeƟng. It is the 
Treasurer's responsibility to enforce this rule. The Treasurer can seek support from the NaƟonal CommiƩee or 
InternaƟonal CommiƩee if needed.  

F. There must be a minimum of three signatures on the chapter bank account.  
G. When withdrawing funds from the chapter account, two signatures on the check and approval from the Chapter 

ExecuƟve CommiƩee are required.  
H. The Treasurer must present a monthly Treasurer report to the chapter and send a copy of that report to the 

NaƟonal Treasurer.  
I. He/she shall keep a detailed record of all receipts and disbursements.  
J. The Treasurer shall perform duƟes assigned by the President and convey all unfinished chapter business, along 

with monies, records, and checks, to his/her successor.  
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K. In case of quesƟonable pracƟces by the chapter or its officers, or at any Ɵme members ask the InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee to invesƟgate, the InternaƟonal CommiƩee reserves the right to order the bank to freeze the chapter 
bank account unƟl the issues are resolved. 

L. The Treasurer must belong to the NaƟonal Chat for Treasurers to stay informed and up to date. 
M. The Treasurer shall perform duƟes assigned by the President and convey all unfinished chapter business, along 

with monies, records, and checks, to his/her successor. 
 
CHAPTER BUSINESS MANAGER  
 

A. The Business Manager shall conduct any purchases as directed by the President, including products, services, and 
materials for the chapter.  

B. The Business Manager shall post flyers on chapter events at motorcycle dealerships, stores, etc.  
C. The Business Manager shall receive monthly uƟlity bills, rent, and other related bills and determine which ones 

will be paid accordingly.  
D. The Business Manager shall present a monthly Business Manager report to the chapter.  
E. The Business Manager shall gather informaƟon on upcoming events and coordinate those events.  
F. The Business Manager shall order forms, patches, etc., from the InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
G. The Business Manager shall perform duƟes assigned by the President and convey all unfinished chapter business, 

including records, documents, and patches, to his/her successor.  
H. The Business Manager must belong to the NaƟonal Chat for Business Managers to stay informed and up to date.  

 
CHAPTER SECRETARY  
 

A. The Secretary shall act as the recording secretary at all official meeƟngs and maintain minutes of each official 
chapter meeƟng in book form.  

B. The Secretary shall ensure the compleƟon of all chapter correspondence, reports, and required forms.  
C. He/she shall receive, record, and file records of all acƟviƟes, membership informaƟon, and business transacƟons 

of the chapter.  
D. The Secretary shall handle membership and newsleƩer mailings.  
E. The Secretary shall prepare an agenda for each meeƟng.  
F. The Secretary shall keep a list of chapter membership and associate members, including aƩendance records for all 

meeƟngs.  
G. The Secretary shall conduct all chapter correspondence.  
H. The Secretary shall convey all unfinished chapter business, along with books, records, documents, and equipment 

belonging to the chapter, to his/her successor.  
I. The Secretary shall perform duƟes assigned by the President.  
J. The Secretary must complete all filings with the state government to maintain the not-for-profit status of the 

chapter. 
K. The Secretary must belong to the NaƟonal Chat for Secretaries to stay informed and up to date.  

  
CHAPTER MOTO-TOURING OFFICER 
  

A. The Moto-Touring Officer (MTO) shall create and maintain proper documentaƟon of chapter members' runs, 
events, trips, and mileage logs.  

B. The MTO will make sure that sancƟoned events where the chapter members registered, that those registraƟons 
are sent to his person. They must follow up on this weekly. 

C. The MTO must spend Ɵme at each monthly chapter meeƟng double checking with each member that their 
parƟcipaƟon record is correct. 

D. The mileage of each member's motorcycle must be recorded at the beginning of their membership and every 
December 31 of each successive year. If informaƟon cuts are necessary for Regional and/or ConƟnental 
championships, the MTO will act according to the instrucƟons of the InternaƟonal MTO.  
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E. The MTO shall turn in the COR report to the NaƟonal CommiƩee and Regional CommiƩee annually.  
F. The MTO is responsible for registering members for their own chapter's events.  
G. The MTO must send registraƟon sheets to the InternaƟonal, NaƟonal, and Regional MTOs no later than seven (7) 

days aŌer events.  
H. The MTO shall perform duƟes assigned by the President and present all updated files when requested.  
I. The MTO shall convey all unfinished chapter business, along with books, records, documents, and equipment 

belonging to the chapter, to his/her successor.  
J. The MTO shall perform duƟes assigned by the President.  
K. The MTO must belong to the InternaƟonal and NaƟonal Chats for MTOs to stay informed and up to date.  

  
CHAPTER SERGEANT AT ARMS  
 

A. Appointed by the chapter execuƟve commiƩee. 
B. The Sergeant at Arms shall aƩend the entry door at meeƟngs and shall not permit entrance to any person who is 

not properly qualified by membership or is a duly invited guest unless otherwise ordered by the President.  
C. The Sergeant at Arms will take charge of maintaining order at all chapter meeƟngs.  
D. The Sergeant at Arms shall lead and supervise all security measures and security at all events and funcƟons.  
E. The Sergeant at Arms shall take charge of collecƟng all patches and membership cards upon terminaƟon, 

expulsion or quiƫng of a member.  
F. The Sergeant at Arms shall enforce all internaƟonal by-laws and any addiƟonal NaƟonal and local chapter by- 

laws.  
G. The Sergeant at Arms shall perform addiƟonal duƟes as required by the Chapter President.  

 
CHAPTER LAMA STATION REPORTER  
 

A. The LAMA StaƟon Reporter must be capable and willing to take pictures and videos of all chapter events, 
funcƟons and rides and send them to LAMA StaƟon to give the chapter a lot of publicity and recogniƟon.  

B. Has a responsibility to promote and publicize the chapter’s upcoming events and all chapter happenings. 
C. Do interviews of officers and visitors and send them to LAMA StaƟon to publicize. 
D. Must work well and in conjuncƟon with the direcƟon of the LAMA StaƟon Director.   
E. The LAMA StaƟon Reporter must be capable and willing to take pictures and videos of all chapter events, 

funcƟons and rides and send them to LAMA StaƟon to give the chapter a lot of publicity and recogniƟon.  
F. Has a responsibility to publicize the chapter’s upcoming events and all chapter happenings. 
G. Do interviews of officers and visitors and send them to LAMA StaƟon to publicize. 

  
CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

A. The Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee will meet a minimum of once per month. Other meeƟngs can be called at the 
request of three (3) members of the execuƟve commiƩee. A quorum of four (4) members, one of whom must be 
either the president or the Vice President, will be necessary for decision-making.  

B. To vote, nominate, or accept a nominaƟon, qualified members must be present and in uniform.  
C. Before all official meeƟngs, the execuƟve commiƩee must have a meeƟng. In this meeƟng, they will prepare the 

agenda for the membership meeƟng. They can also discuss problems and issues that have not been resolved at 
the general meeƟng.  

D. The Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee will have an email address and phone number.  
E. The Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee shall properly discuss and research all topics and maƩers of importance to the 

chapter members and decide in good faith what is best for the well-being of the chapter members.  
F. The Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee will maintain an open aƫtude to communicate with officers and members.  
G. The Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee will refrain from discussing publicly or with members of another chapter, 

quesƟons related to a parƟcular member or situaƟon, which does not affect the chapter as a whole. All records, 
documents, and discussions will be kept confidenƟal.  
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H. The Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee will accept all complaints from members by wriƩen communicaƟon and verbal 
communicaƟon at meeƟngs. All perƟnent informaƟon must accompany said communicaƟon. Issues that cannot 
be resolved by the chapter can be appealed in wriƟng to the NaƟonal CommiƩee. Decisions made by the chapter 
execuƟve commiƩee can be appealed in wriƟng to the naƟonal commiƩee without any permission.  

I. Every LAMA member and officer has the right to appeal their case up the hierarchy to the InternaƟonal 
CommiƩee. No member can be punished for appealing a case.  

 
 

SECTION XXII: CHAIN OF COMMAND  

ArƟcle 1: All members shall respect the chain of command.  
 

Paragraph 1: Officers who are elected to CommiƩees above the chapter level are the highest-ranking officers in 
their own chapter. They have one vote, the same as each of the 6 chapter commiƩee officers, in every decision 
made by their own chapter commiƩee when said officer is present in the meeƟng. These higher-ranking officers 
have the right to aƩend chapter meeƟngs and chapter commiƩee meeƟngs. They should be kept informed of all 
chapter issues. They are there to teach, serve as a guide and correct any deviaƟons from the internaƟonal bylaws. 

 
ArƟcle 2: The chain of command is as follows:  
 

A. InternaƟonal CommiƩee  
B. ConƟnental CommiƩee  
C. NaƟonal ExecuƟve CommiƩee  
D. Regional ExecuƟve CommiƩee  
E. Chapter ExecuƟve CommiƩee  

  
Hierarchy organizaƟonal chart for each naƟon  

 

  
Within each of the commiƩees, the hierarchy of officers is as follows: 

InternaƟonal  
CommiƩee   

InternaƟonal  
Board of  
Directors   

ConƟnental  
CommiƩee   

NaƟonal  
CommiƩee   

Regional  
CommiƩees   

Chapter  
CommiƩees   
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A. Chapter President  
B. Vice President  
C. Treasurer  
D. Business Manager  
E. Secretary  
F. Moto-Touring Officer  

  
ArƟcle 3: The NaƟonal Presidents and Vice Presidents of each naƟon compose the InternaƟonal Board of Directors. This 
group has the authority to address any wrongdoing by an internaƟonal Officer or the InternaƟonal CommiƩee itself. Their 
authority is limited to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee and any wrongful acƟons taken by the InternaƟonal CommiƩee or 
Officers. AŌer the InternaƟonal CommiƩee has invesƟgated and made a decision on the case, it can be appealed to the 
InternaƟonal Board of Directors. The InternaƟonal Board of Directors can take the necessary correcƟve acƟon in each 
case.  
 

Paragraph 1: When a member has a quesƟon or dispute, they should uƟlize the chain of command. However, 
members have the right to reach out to any officer who should guide them to the right enƟty to assist them with 
their case. No member can be punished for bypassing the chain of command. Any officer punishing a member for 
this acƟon will be disciplined accordingly.  
 

ArƟcle 4: If a member has uƟlized their chapter execuƟve commiƩee and the quesƟon or issue has not been resolved or 
they do not agree with the soluƟon, they can file a wriƩen appeal, within 30 days, to the NaƟonal CommiƩee for 
resoluƟon. If either party disagrees with the decision made by the NaƟonal CommiƩees, they then have the right to 
appeal in wriƟng, within 30 days, to the InternaƟonal CommiƩee for resoluƟon. The InternaƟonal CommiƩee is the 
highest authority in LAMA. Decisions and/or resoluƟons from the InternaƟonal CommiƩee are final, and there are no 
higher appeals.  
  

Paragraph 1: (Amendment 2019): As of April 1, the ConƟnental CommiƩee will have full power and serve as an 
addiƟonal step in the LAMA hierarchy. It will be posiƟoned between the NaƟonal CommiƩee and the 
InternaƟonal CommiƩee.  
 
Paragraph 2: The Regional CommiƩee will have full power and serve as an addiƟonal step in the LAMA hierarchy. 
It will be posiƟoned between the Chapter CommiƩee and the NaƟonal CommiƩee. 
 
 

SECTION XXIII: UNIFORMS  
  
ArƟcle 1: The LAMA/IMA uniform consists of black boots, denim blue jeans, a black T-shirt (minimum 70% black), and a 
black leather vest with the appropriate membership patches sewn on in their proper locaƟons. All members and officers 
must wear the official uniform at all funcƟons when represenƟng LAMA, including official events, rides, parƟes, meeƟngs, 
etc. Members should not wear their official black leather vest (Colors) with colored shirts or clothing, flip-flops, sneakers, 
Bermuda shorts, etc.  
 

Paragraph 1: (Clarification): For LAMA women, it is approved that at parties they can wear a feminine denim (blue 
jeans) skirt, as well as a black leather skirt, closed black shoes, and the uniform vest. It should be noted that this 
exception is only for parties. For rides and gatherings, the standard uniform must be worn and for men and 
women, black leather pants can be worn in place of blue jeans. If a member is out and about without the three 
main components of the uniform, namely black boots, black T-shirt, and blue jeans, the vest should not be worn, 
without exception. The position of the patches on the vest is clearly determined in the patch wear regulations, 
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and presidents must ensure that this standard is communicated to all members with an emphasis on the leaflets. 
However, the full uniform is mandatory for all LAMA functions, rides, events, and meetings. 
 
Paragraph 2: Any member who is out of uniform in a meeƟng or event does not have a voice or vote.  
 
Paragraph 3: Once the applicant wears a "P" patch on the back of their black leather vest, they cannot wear any 
additional patches or adornments on the back of the vest. The back of the vest is sacred and only the official 
patches that distinguish membership in LAMA can be worn there. 

  
 

SECTION XXIV: TOURING  

STARTING IN 2026 THE RULES FOR THE SPORT OF MOTO TOURING WILL NOT BE COVERED IN THE INTERNATIONAL BY-
LAWS. THEY WILL BE COVERED SEPARATELY IN THE LAMA INTERNATIONAL MOTO TOURING MANUAL. 
 
ArƟcle 1: For the Sport of Moto-Touring we have the Moto-Touring Manual which is an extended part of the InternaƟonal 
By-laws. There you will find a more detailed explanaƟon of rules and regulaƟons of the sport.  
  
ArƟcle 2: When parƟcipaƟng in rides members must arrive on Ɵme. A grace period of 30 minutes is granted to all 
members before take off.  
  
ArƟcle 3: All members must strive to depart and return together in a caravan for all acƟviƟes.  
 
ArƟcle 4: All riding must be done in a “two by two staggered formaƟon.” The formaƟon will be led by the highest- ranking 
officer, or any other designated pilot appointed by the highest authority present.  
 
ArƟcle 5: Members will travel in a formaƟon according to rank and seniority. Passing other motorcycles or vehicles while 
traveling in formaƟon is not permiƩed.  
  
ArƟcle 6: All members parƟcipaƟng in a ride must have a full tank of gasoline before arriving at the starƟng point.  
 
ArƟcle 7: All local traffic laws must be followed and respected.  
 
ArƟcle 8: All riders in the formaƟon must know the hand signals to communicate safely while riding, and these signals 
should be replicated to the riders behind.  
  
ArƟcle 9: Rest stops will be determined by the highest-ranking officer present or a road captain. The distance to be 
covered during a ride should not exceed the maximum distance necessary to fill the smallest gas tank among the 
parƟcipants. The duraƟon of the rest stop will be decided by the highest-ranking officer.  
 
ArƟcle 10: Road captains and other members must be cerƟfied in first aid and CPR and carry a first aid kit in case of 
emergencies.  
  
ArƟcle 11: In inclement weather, the highway captain or highest-ranking official will signal a stop in a safe area to wait or 
allow members to put on rain gear.  
  
ArƟcle 12: An official or sancƟoned event is one that a chapter requests from the NaƟonal CommiƩee to be included in 
the official calendar of the naƟon, or it is communicated at least 90 days in advance for the CommiƩee to promote and 
disseminate it at the naƟonal level. To be considered a sancƟoned event, a minimum aƩendance of chapters is no longer 
required. The naƟonal commiƩee will ensure there are no other events in the region on the same date and include it as 
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an official event within the schedule or calendar if the proposing chapter completes the request form for sancƟoned 
events and relinquishes its rights to the NaƟonal CommiƩee. NaƟonal rallies must be a minimum of three (3) days and no 
more than four (4) days in duraƟon. NaƟonal presidents are encouraged to ensure their Chapter Presidents create events 
to promote Moto-Touring so that members have opƟons to aƩend as many of them as possible. The chapter MTO officers 
must report any modificaƟons or updates of their chapter's members to the NaƟonal MTO every three (3) months.  
 
ArƟcle 13: The electronic format called SHAKEDOWN is replaced by the COR (Chapter Odometer Report), which will be 
operated by all chapters worldwide. All chapters must report in the same format to unify and facilitate the management 
of informaƟon.  
 
ArƟcle 14: The distribuƟon of LAMA chapters into five (5) conƟnental areas is iniƟally determined as follows:  
 

1. North America: Canada, United States, Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Cuba, and Puerto Rico 

2. South America: ArgenƟna, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Curacao, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.  
3. Europe: Germany, Spain, and Turkey  
4. Asia: Philippines  
5. Africa: Egypt  

 
ArƟcle 15: Change in Rally Names  
The name of the Rally at all levels, including NaƟonal, Regional, ConƟnental, and InternaƟonal, changes to the 
INTERNATIONAL MOTO-TOURING CHAMPIONSHIP; NATIONAL MOTO-TOURING CHAMPIONSHIP, and so on.  
  
ArƟcle 16: Programming of Events by NaƟonal and Regional CommiƩees  
The NaƟonal CommiƩees must have their event programming finalized in December for the following year. Each chapter 
may plan sancƟoned events it will host and request the date from the NaƟonal CommiƩee no later than 90 days prior to 
the requested event date. Countries with Regional CommiƩees will have their event programing finalized by the Regional 
CommiƩee by December for the following year and requests will go to the Regional CommiƩees. 
 
 

SECTION XXV: LAMA AWARDS  
  
ArƟcle 1: Every 4 years, LAMA will celebrate a world championship where members can represent the naƟon of their 
birth. To parƟcipate, members must provide a legal birth cerƟficate as proof of their naƟonality.  
 
ArƟcle 2: At regional naƟonal and conƟnental rallies, LAMA will start giving an Officer Of The Year Award in the male and     
female categories. This award recognizes outstanding performance and leadership. The Officer of the year winner of each 
naƟon must be sent to the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee, who will then pick an internaƟonal winner at the World 
Championships. 
 

Paragraph 1: At regional, naƟonal and conƟnental rallies, LAMA will start giving an award for the Chapter Event of 
The Year. The award of each naƟon must be sent to the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee, who will then pick an 
internaƟonal winner at the World Championships. 

  
ArƟcle 3: The following are the minimum standards for the height and width of trophies that each chapter should have at 
their official trophy parƟes. Chapters have the discreƟon to choose bigger trophies, but the minimum dimensions must be 
followed. Trophies may have 3 poles (minimum) but can use 4 poles if desired.  
 
Trophies with 3 poles (minimum):  

1. 1st place - Most members In-Region: 36” tall, 8-9” in width  



  34  

2. 2nd place - Most members In-Region: 34” tall, 8-9” in width  
3. 1st place - Most members Out of Region: 36” tall, 8-9” in width 
4. 2nd place - Most members Out of Region: 34” tall, 8-9” in width (opƟonal)   
5. 1st place - Most members in a LAMA Chapter: 36” tall, 8-9” in width  
6. 2nd place - Most members in a LAMA Chapter: 34” tall, 8-9” in width 7.  
7. 3rd place - Most members in a LAMA Chapter: 32” tall, 8-9” in width  
8. 1st place – Most Dama Members in a LAMA Chapter: 36” tall, 8-9” in width 
9. 2nd Place – Most Dama Members in a LAMA Chapter: 34” tall, 8-9” in width 

 
Trophies with 2 poles (minimum, but 3-4 poles may be used):  

1. Furthest Distance Club: 30” tall  
2. First club through the door: 28” tall (opƟonal)  
3. Most members in a Women's Club: 26” tall (opƟonal)  
4. Most members in a Social Club: 26” tall (opƟonal)  

  
Paragraph 1: Individual trophies should be 50% in size compared to the Club trophies. Each chapter has the 
discreƟon to decide who receives these trophies and their size, but the above dimensions represent the minimum 
standards. Individual trophies are also opƟonal and can be awarded based on chapter preference.  

 
 

SECTION XXVI: MISCELLANEOUS  

ArƟcle 1: The LAMA-IMA World Moto-Touring Championships and InternaƟonal Rally have a duraƟon of 2 weeks, and it 
can never be less than 10 days. The event is designed to be a touring vacaƟon for LAMA/IMA members and their families. 
Each year, the rally takes place in a different naƟon, providing an opportunity to learn about and experience various 
cultures.  
  
ArƟcle 2: The purpose of the InternaƟonal Rally/Moto-Touring Championship is intended to reimburse members for the 
money they have spent on LAMA and not as a profitable venture. The admission fee for the rally championship cannot 
exceed the total cost of one day's average expenses for meals for a single member aƩending the internaƟonal rally.  
 
ArƟcle 3: The Moto-Touring Manual is a separate document from the LAMA InternaƟonal By-laws, but its rules are 
approved and must be followed by LAMA members worldwide. The manual serves as a guide for moto-touring acƟviƟes 
and provides important guidelines for members parƟcipaƟng in such events.  
 
 

SECTION XXVII: NON-PROFIT STATUS  

ArƟcle 1: LAMA was founded as a non-profit organizaƟon, and it is a requirement for each chapter to fulfill certain 
obligaƟons to achieve Official Chapter Status. Failure to comply may result in terminaƟon from the associaƟon. The 
requirements include:  
 

A. Registering the chapter as a non-profit corporaƟon in accordance with the laws and regulaƟons of the respecƟve 
state or country.  

B. Obtaining non-profit corporaƟon status to establish a bank account in the chapter’s name, which is a crucial 
requirement of LAMA.  

C. Registering the chapter’s status as a non-profit corporaƟon or associaƟon for tax filing and payment purposes, as 
per local laws.  

D. Declaring taxes in compliance with naƟonal, state, and local laws, as applicable.  
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E. Ensuring proper licensing for fundraising events, raffles, or any other acƟviƟes aimed at increasing chapter funds, 
in accordance with all applicable laws.  

  
 

SECTION XXVIII: AMENDING THE BYLAWS  

ArƟcle 1: Amendments to these By-Laws can only be passed into law at the Annual InternaƟonal meeƟng held in 
conjuncƟon with the LAMA/IMA World Moto-Touring Championships. This ensures that any changes to the statutes are 
discussed and agreed upon by the LAMA community.  
  
ArƟcle 2: Due to the geographical dispersion of the InternaƟonal, ConƟnental, NaƟonal, & Regional CommiƩees, the 
opƟon of conducƟng conference calls or uƟlizing the internet for communicaƟon purposes is available.  
  
ArƟcle 3: All members shall be noƟfied of all decisions made by the LAMA InternaƟonal CommiƩee by their respecƟve  
ConƟnental CommiƩee, respecƟve NaƟonal CommiƩee, respecƟve Regional CommiƩee and respecƟve Chapter 
CommiƩee. This ensures transparency and widespread disseminaƟon of important informaƟon among LAMA members.  
 
LaƟn American Motorcycle AssociaƟon InternaƟonal By-Laws 1977-2026 (Final May 2026)  
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