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ARROYO DE ORO...Spanish for "Brook of Gold", rings with echoes of

T the romance, challenges, tribulations, and accom-
plishments of those hardy, dedicated explorers and
missionaries who discovered, explored, and opened
the San Diego County Area to settlement.

ARROYO DE ORO...particularly suited to location in the now City

o s o e of Escondido, a beautiful modern city carved from
the then "Valle Escondido" (Hidden Valley). The
area was so named partially because it was over-
looked and by-passed by many of the early explorers
from Spain. Among them, the Conquistadores, De
Anza's men, and Loyola's missionaries. Their
predecessors, including Cabrillo, Viscaino, and
Balboa ventured only through the coastal regions.

ARROYO DE ORO...reminiscent, in part, of the original land grant

FESSSSSSSSSSWw==|_ ,f Rancho Rincon Del Diablo, (upon which Escondido
was later founded) is located only a few miles west
of the historic Battle of San Pasqual, some 122
years ago.

ARROYO DE ORO...A happy contemporary concept inspired by history
I SRS RN, . . .
and legends of this area so richly steeped in the

heritage of early California and those influences
which merit preserving.
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WHAT IS A THEME PLAY CENTER?

This question is often and understandably asked by those
not familiar with the concept. There are a number of
special children's play developments in operation in var-
ious California cities. Probably the original in the
concept is the famed Oakland "Fairyland", a fantasy-type
play area. Its popularity has not only increased over the
yYears, but has also inspired others to embark on similar
ventures. . The City of Stockton and its "Pixie Woods"
development is another notable example. Sacramento, Fresno,
San Jose, and other cities also have substantially benefit-
ted from such installations, while providing unique and
lasting enjoyment for an optimum number of visitors.

The term "PLAY CENTER" is purposefully selected for posi-
tive differentiation from the old term "playground". The
latter is most often associated with the so-called '"standard"
school or older park, children's play areas. The differences
are broad and pronounced in concept, size, function, and form.
As mentioned hereintofore, there are a number of special
children's developments in California. However, those men-
tioned are primarily visual in appeal. Instead, the "ARROYO
DE ORO" development is proposed to more closely approximate
the famed "ATLANTIS™ Play Center located in the City of
Garden Grove, Atlantis, although highly attractive in total
and component concept, is also unique in another important
aspect. That is, each component play unit is an active
physical-exercise installation specifically designed to
require children to '"earn their fun" by output in physical
energy....thus providing an additional benefit to aestheti-
cally imaginative play appeal. The physical aspects of
children's play is also incorporated into the design of the
total land topography of the site. Special care in play unit
placement and creation of man-made terrain are combined to
achieve this,

APPEAL TO ALL

The design and construction of a unique facility of this type
is obviously highly specialized. Concept and unit design,
therefore, is the result of many years of recreation facility
.and equipment design by a practicing Recreation and Parks pro-
fessional. Upwards of 20 years in public agency recreation
and administration also brought about the understanding to
imaginatively and practically create lasting play experiences
to joyfully contribute to building of sound healthy young
physiques and happy minds.
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Outstanding degrees of expertise in the related professional
services are equally important......as each of the functions
become a "specialty within a specialty". Examples are
Artists, Engineers, Landscape Architects and other experts
in this specific type of development.

Among a multitude of considerations of a productive team
of this nature are the following:

ae

PLAY VALUE----The "Total Design" of play units
first considers the utmost in lasting imaginative
play potential for the greatest possible number
of children between the ages of 3 and 12 years.

SAFETY----While child safety is of extreme importance
--simply safe play apparatus is not enough!! Modern

children (and parents) expect more, and rightly so,
than safety alone. It would be ill-use of time,
effort and money to provide an end product which
seemed safe, but due to lack of attraction, was only
slightly used and enjoyed. Continuing "Child Appeal",
then, must be skillfully combined with safety factors
for maximum use and minimum hazard.

DURABILITY AND MAINTENANCE----If an individual buys
most any product and pays for good quality, he ex-
pects a high degree of durability and low maintenance
costs, This should also be the demand of a tax-
supported public agency in entering into a development
of the nature of "ARROYO DE OROQO",

Important factors are:

i - Finite planning and site design.

2 Knowledgeable selection and proper
use of materials.

3 Play unit and other component designs

which will stand the tests of time
from the standpoints of appeal, low
maintenance, and durability.

The utmost consideration is being devoted to these
factors. Recognized design and technical profes-
sionals are working as a team to produce both
immediate and long-term satisfaction. Of further
importance, the originator of this type Play Center
concept is acting as coordinator of the project and
has had the total responsibility experience, including
continuing maintenance and operation.
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In this regard, only the best of proven materials

are being used. Among them, concrete in many forms
and applications, steel and other metals, and certain
types of wood. Native stone and local adobe block
will also be incorporated as applicable to the total
design. Some other materials, although previously
used, are being purposely eliminated because they

did not perform to the high standards required.




FAMILY CONSIDERATIONS

It is the modern, and most desirable, trend for families

to spend more of their leisure hours together. The pace

of today's living and high condensation of population in
Southern California has placed a premium on time available
for family activities. Moreover, adequate leisure facilities
for these outlets are all too rare. This is due in part to
the scarcity of land acreage itself and too often worsened
by trite, unimaginative design. Therefore, a great portion
of the basic concept of Theme Play Center development is
imaginative design augmented by lasting play values and
broad family appeal. For example, "ARROYO DE ORO" will
include some specific features for parents and other members
of the family. Among them, a food and refreshment area for

a leisurely snack in a comfortable atmosphere with full view
of the children's activity areas. Adjoining this, is intended
a court games facility expressly designed for adult enjoyment
————— all located within the confines of "ARROYO DE ORO".

This assures complete security and peace of mind as to the
whereabouts and safety of their happy members of the "younger
set", This adult section will also be located near the single
entrance-exit gate to further insure visual surveillance and
well-being of children present.

DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURES

The old truism, "Anything worth doing is worth doing well",
certainly has application in a project of the nature of
ARROYO DE ORO.

Obviously, an undertaking of this scope and singular impor-
tance to the people of Escondido must pursue a well planned
step-by-step procedure. Equally obvious, is the fact that
the total development costs would exceed the financial means
of most any individual or organization. With the multitude
of other municipal commitments, it would not seem logical
that the City of Escondido be expected to bear the entire
brunt of these expenses either. Knowing, however, that
literally hundreds of thousands of happy appreciative fami-
lies will enjoy this facility now and for years to come
makes the effort desirable, if not imperative.




CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS

4y DEVELOPMENT

INDUSTRY PROCEDURES. . (cont 'd) :
Therefore, it is
reasonable to

expect that, through
combined community-
City Organization-
individual endeavors,
the goal can well

be achieved. This
fact has been proven
in many other
communities,
particularly in

the case of the
ATLANTIS PLAY CENTER,
a similar project.
Further, it is
proven that greater
interest is generated
and the entire
project becomes

more meaningful

if all facets of

the community have
the opportunity

to participate.

CHURCRES
SCHOOLS

A. WAYS AND MEANS

3 [ Normally, an active organization in the community
is selected, or volunteers, to assist in carrying
the message to other organizations and individuals.
The latter is the case in Escondido. The Hidden
Valley Kiwanis Club, through its interest in the
community in general (and youth in particular),
has volunteered to spearhead such an endeavor.

A number of visits by community leaders and City
officials were made to the Atlantis Play Center.
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A formal proposal for a theme play center on
Escondido's Kit Carson Park was then presented
to the City Park and Recreation Commission and
City Council. Encouraged by the reception of
these bodies, the club then proceeded to consu-
mate an agreement with the firm headed by the
originator of the Theme Play Center concept to

provide preliminary design sketches and colored
presentation renderings.

Initiatory steps thus accomplished, it is appro-
priate to proceed with community-wide efforts to
contact other organizations, individuals, and
businesses to present them with the opportunity
and responsibility of participating materially

in the total development. It is NOT intended
that any organization accept a responsibility
beyond its own financial and manpower means,
Rather, it IS intended that each participating
group selects an obligation that its membership
feels it may successfully meet in a twelve (12)
month period. Thereby, officers for the succeed-
ing term of office would not be obligated if they
desire to change projects. To assist in this,
the design group will provide cost estimates and
methods of accomplishment to each interested group.
This does not mean, however, that actual cash must
be submitted to be able to select a unit. Rather,
experience has proven that very expensive units
(from a commercial standpoint) can be constructed
for a mere fraction of their actual dollar worth.
Oftentimes, various businesses represented in a
given organization respond with material and/or

labor. Business acquaintances or altruistic friends

of members, or their spouses are often more than
willing to participate. Some male organizations

also respond with member '"work parties" to physically
work the site on certain non-technical accomplishments.

Contractors, building material suppliers, and indus-

trial plants may be contacted by committees to
obtain cooperation in:

(a) Cost estimates

(b) Manpower

(c) Loans of equipment
(d) Technical advice
(e) Material donations
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B, ARROYO DE ORO HONOR ROLL

Individual citizens or businesses may wish to
contribute cash to the project. Those contributions
of $100.00 or more will be forever perpetuated by
name of the "ARROYO DE ORO HONOR ROLL" ——==-- a large
scroll situated just inside the main entrance. These
contributions are tax deductible in full.

C. COMMUNITY BENEFITS

The limitless joys for children and wholesome
family leisure provided by the development of a play
center such as "ARROYO DE ORO" are proven facts.

Beyond the pleasure of those actually attending and
using the facility, other significant benefits accrue
for the community. The City of Escondido, its merch-
ants, industry, schools, churches, Chamber of Commerce,
professional and service organizations, and others, are
rewarded in varying ways and degrees. Among them:

(1) A deserved feeling of deep satisfaction on
the part of the citizenry in knowing they
reside in a close knit community which cares
enough about its children to provide for their
everlasting joy.

(2) A truly unique and worthwhile venture which
will attract favorable area-wide, state-wide
and even nation-wide attention to the City of
Escondido,~~-and its business community.

(3) A major step in community progress----strengthened
by the fact that every segment and walk of life
in the City have the opportunity to aid in making
"ARROYO DE ORO" a reality. Further, they may
bask for years in rightful pride for each contri-
bution and the joy it will provide for hundreds
of thousands of children,

(4) Possibly, the most significant single effort
toward providing close and genuine people-government
cooperation. Also forthcoming, the mutually de-
sirable by-products of better understanding, trust-
through-association, and satisfaction in a "job
well done'----to the ultimate benefit of all
concerned.
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CITY GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION

The City of Escondido has constantly shown above-
average interest in providing for the recreational
interests of its citizenry. Outstanding examples are
the excellent city-wide recreation program provided
year around for all age and interest groups----PLUS
the lengthy and difficult negotiations making possible
the acquisition of the huge 230 acre KIT CARSON PARK
parcel upon which "ARROYO DE ORO" is to be situated.
Preliminary planning for the total facility is also
now under way at City expense.

A major project of the type and scope of "ARROYO
DE ORO" requires special efforts from all those pos-
sessing true civic interest and pride. The gratifying
response of many local organizations and individuals
is excellent evidence of this premise.

As stated hereinbefore, local municipal government
has already responded. Obviously, further municipal
contributions must fall within the realm of fiscal
feasibility in order not to provide a deterrent to
other City functions and services determined by sound
administrative and legislative decisions. The follow-
ing typically municipal functions are those that may
be considered, in whole or in part (those that most
logically adapt to good municipal practices in Parks
and Recreation administration):

(1) Providing of consultation and technical services
through the retention of the team of professionals
to plan, design, and supervise construction of
"ARROYO DE ORO",

(2) Physical site preparation including earth moving,
grading, etc.

(3) Fencing the total area (5-8 acres).

(4) General municipal administrative control of the
entire project, including:

(a) Approval of all technical services.
(b) Retention of quality and theme control

to insure full and complete satisfaction
with the end product.

~1b=



I ' F EE EE R EEEREEEEREREEEEREE R BB

D. CITY GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION.....continued:

(4)

(5)

(c) Providing of liason among the various
principals involved in the project, to
eliminate misunderstandings and assure
proper progress.,

(d) Approval of all contracts, agreements, and
other legal documentation relative to the
project.,

Providing of certain on-site improvements
(based upon what might be accomplished by the

City on similar size park acreage elsewhere)
..l..i.e.

(a) Utilities installation (water, gas, elec-
tricity & sanitary sewers)

(b) Installation of sprinkling and other
irrigation systems

(c) 1Installation of potable water system

(d) Installation of paths, trails, concrete
walks, curbs, etc.

(e) Turf and general landscaping installation
(lawns, ground cover, and certain shrubbery
and trees) _

NOTE- It is desirable, however, that
certain plant materials NOT be
installed by the City in order
to allow contributions of these
by community donors (Small clubs,
individuals, etc.)

(f) After completion, supplying professional
recreation staff to program and operate
the facility in addition to the necessary
maintenance personnel,

(g) Total administration of "ARROYO DE ORO" by

the City of Escondido, Department of Parks
and Recreation.
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CONCLUSION

As previously mentioned, one only has to observe children on
many public playgrounds to correctly ascertain that so-called
"Standard" play apparatus (that we played on in our childhood)
no longer has appeal to the modern child. Today's children
are daily exposed to the newest and best improvements all
around them. The automobile, mechanized home appliances,
television, jet aircraft, and space travel, are examples.

We adults don't drive "turn of the century" automobiles or
carry water by bucket from the well---we can hardly expect
our children to feel a continuing interest in an "A-frame"
swing of the same design vintage. Children posses certain
basic play urges. Among them:

(1) Climbing

(2) Running

(3) Jumping

(4) Swinging

(5) Balance-walking

(6) Sliding

(7) Riding

(8) Spinning

(9) Semi-active manual play

To realize full values, these desires must be met with designs
creatively (but realistically) conceived to stimulate young
imaginations while providing continuing physical challenges.
Through intensive research, observations of play habits, and
highly successful experience brought about by previous Theme
Play Center development, we are fully confident in the validity
of the approach proposed for "ARROYO DE ORO". In the research
processes, young children (ages 3 - 11) were shown drawings

of certain proposed play units and asked the question, "How
would you like to play on this, and WHY?" Their answers were
not only encouraging but far exceeded our jaded adult imagina-
tion., Of course, many joys of parenthood are derived from the
happiness and progress of our children. "ARROYO DE ORO" is
designed to provide not only the joy of the immediate play
experience, but also the lasting values of healthy exercise

in a wholesome, exciting atmosphere., How better could community-
wide physical efforts and funds be channeled than toward reali-
zation of a Play Center for the benefit of today's children and
those of many generations to come? We who share in the appor-
tunity of helping make "ARROYO DE ORO" a reality may be truly
and justifiably proud. Those participating shall also be
perpetuated as groups and individuals with the younger
generations in Escondido's future.



DEDICATION

We at Custom Printery wish to express
gratitude for the support we have enjoyed
from our commumty in the past by giv-
g our support to the Arroyo de Oro
Play Center.

We consider this a fine project, benefiting
our youth — the roots of our commu-
nity’s future.
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