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bikers and inline skaters s

the skatepark at the Escondido Sports Center in Kit Carson Park.

JOHN KOSTER | For the Nort] County Times

ESCONDIDO

Officials trying

BY DAVID GARRICK

dgarrick@nctimes.com

. Searching for a way to
avoid making deep cuts to
recreation programs,
Escondido officials want
residents to complete an
online survey by Friday,
asking whether they’d pay
higher fees to keep some
threatened programs alive.

Meanwhile, a well-
organized group of resi-
dents plans to stage a City
Hall rally before
Wednesday afternoon’s
City Council meeting to
protest the proposed cuts,
which could force the city
to close its skatepark and
pools. )

Council members have
said the cuts, which would

Survey effects on rec

0 gauge Whether fee hikes would kill programs

: cal year that begins July 1.
_ES(EOND_"?O RECRE Some hope for presery-
Aawiry W ing recreation programs
came last month when the
council decided to wipe
out the deficit over a two-
year period instead of one
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Mike Mulloy practices stre et riding on his BMX bike during a combo session Tuesday where skate boarders
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about $1 million.

The goal|of the online
survey is to determine
which programs could
meet the council’s demand
for “cost recovery” which

means' that fees .paid by.

‘participants| cover ajl
expenses. 7
The 15-question survey
asks residents how much of
a fee increase they could
“afford for particular pro-
grams, such|as aquatics,
Tiny Tots day care, youth
soccer, adult hockey and
the skatepark
“If you double your fee
and lose half your cus-
tomers, you haven’t
accomplished anything”
said Jerry Van Leeuwen,
the city’s director of com-
munity services. “We really
want to get a|sense of the
community’s | willingness
to pay more to save these
programs.”
But Wally Gutierrez, an
alarm system installer and
frequent City Hall critic,
said residents wouldn't
have to pay more if the city
stopped including what he
called exaggerated fees for
-overhead and administra-
tive costs in the cost recov-
ery analysis.
“It’s all aboyt too much
overhead” said Gutierrez,
explaining that a signifi-
cant portion of recreation
fees covers the salaries of
City Hall employees who
manage the programs. “If
they cut half of| their mid-
dle management, many of
these programs would be in
the black” )
But city officials say
those costs |must be
included.
And when they are, a
recent analysis by an out-
side consultant deter-
mined that the |recreation
programs losing the most
money were the|pools and
the skatepark. )
The online survey asks
whether pool users would
continue enrolling their
children in if they cost $90

Kyle Turner, 14, leaps in the air on his inline skates

] oin

during a session Tuesday where skateboarders,
bikers and inline skaters share the skatepark at the
Escondido Sports Center in Kit Carson Park.

JOHN KOSTER | For the North County Times

instead of $45 for a series of
classes, whether skatepark
users would be willing to
pay $10 aday instead of $5a
day, and whether youth
Soccer participants would
pay $100 per season
instead of $75.

Van Leeuwen said city
officials have not- begun
thoroughly analyzing
about 400 survey respons-
es already completed.

They plan to complete
them before the council’s
next budget debate, which
is scheduled for May 11,

Wedrnesday’s protest
will take place one week
before that debate.

The group, which held a
similar City Hall protest
last month, has gathered
more than 1,800 signa-
tures. :

Group members say the
city should use some of its
roughly $17.5 million in
reserves to save the recre-
ation programs, contend-
ing that they help keep
young people healthy and
out of trouble.,

“The council wants all
our available funds to sub-
sidize economic develop-
ment, and they are aban-

doning those facilities and
programs that. make us a
community,” said Roy
Garrett, the group’s leader.

But council members
have said the recreation
cuts are needed because
city revenue has plummet-
ed during the economic
downturn, while employee
pension costs have risen
from about 5 million per
year in the early 2000s to
more than $17 million thig
year.

Mary Ann Dijak, leader
of a coalition of social
service groups called the
Community Alliance for
Escondido, said she’s for-
warded the city survey to
her extensive email list
because it could help save

" programs.

“It’s important to gauge
how important the pro-
grams are to people, and
which programs could be
saved by higher fees” she
said.

Find the survey, whichis

also open to people living
outside the city, at
http://conta.ce/IJUHAL.
Call staff writer David
Garrick at 760-740-5468,
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ESCONDIDO

Skate park takes part in charity

Skateboarders who donate
two cans of food next week at
the Escondido Bike and Skate
Park in Kit Carson Park will be
able to skate for half-price.

The food will be donated to
Feeding America San Diego,
which will use it to feed San
Diego County children and
adults during the holidays.

In addition, every partici-
pant will receive a raffle ticket
for prizes from Board for Life
and Airspeed Footwear. Addi-
tional raffle tickets can be pur-
chased at $1 each, or $5 for six
tickets.

All proceeds from the ticket
sales will go to Feeding Ameri-
ca, which can buy 10 pounds

of food for $1, said Tim Hodg-
son, recreation coordinator for
the city of Escondido.

Non-skaters who want to do-
nate also are welcome.

If they bring canned food to
the Escondido Sports Center
from Nov. 16 through 21, they
will receive a free raffle ticket
for LA Galaxy or Anaheim
Ducks memorabilia. Those
tickets also can be purchased
at 81 each, or 85 for six tickets.

The event — Skate QOut
Hunger — is organized by the
Escondido Sports Center,
Board for Life and Feeding
America. ‘

— Angela Lau
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ESCONDIDO SKATE PARK REOPENS:

Eric Schrign, an employee O'Ehe Escondido Skate Park, is one of the first
d been closed for a month for repairs and to

ing of the park Saturday. It

s o

HAYNE PALMOUR IV / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

to try out the new “rainbow wedge” during the reopen-
install the wedge.

)Y TO ROLL AGAIN

Workers put in marathon session to finish renovations

RENEE RAMSEY
FoRr THE NoRTH CoUNTY TiMES

ESCONDIDO — A final 24-hour
push by workers allowed Escondido
Skate Park to reopen as scheduled
Saturday, after a monthlong closure
for renovations to the popular hub for
area skateboarders and in-line
skaters.

“People are really excited to be
here. It looks great,” said skate park
employee Katie Finney, as|she hand-
ed out T-shirts, skate stickers, hats,
skateboards and other prizes donated
by 20 companies for the reopening.

Finney said some staff|members

worked 24 hours to complete renova-
tions, not leaving until 11 a.m. Satur-
day.

Keeping the reopening on sched-
ule was welcome news to Geoff Acers,
owner of San Diego Skate Founda-
tion, a skating supply shop adjacent
to the facility at Escondido’s Kit Car-
son Park. ;

“People have been calling nonstop

asking, ‘when is it going to reopen?’ *
Acer said. “It’s nice to give them a
‘ves’ for a change.”

Unlike concrete skate parks, Es-
condido Skate Park features wood
ramps, which makes the facility more
flexible when it comes to adding
ramps and other features, but also

makes it prone to weather damage.

Renovations had begun in Novem-
ber to remove rotted plywood, replace
hardware and add waterproofing to
the new wood. The final work re-
quired closing the 22,000-square-foot
park for the past month.

“It’s pretty cool,” skateboarder
Max Albert, 11, of Escondido said
about the reopening, where he landed
a free T-shirt.

“I’'m a Rollerblader and I can
come here without skateboarders has-
sling me. I like this park a lot,” said
Justin Burba, 11, of Escondido.

“The camaraderie is really good

> ROLL, B4
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here,” said
city’s skate
ordinator,

Tim Hodgson, the
park recreation co-
about the park’

amicable mix of skaters.

“QOur staff members are ei-
ther in-liners or skateboard-
ers, and they’re out here all

the time,”

he said. “I think it

goes from the top down.”
Marian| Burba, mother of

Justin, the
Trevor, 9,

Rollerblader, and
a skateboarder,

praised a park that allows a
friendly mix of skating
styles.

“It’s nice to see the har-
mony,” she said. “It’s nice to
see the kids come from all
different schools, and that
they’re all different ages. It
gives them new social skills
when you deal with different
cultures, different ages. This
is a really great place for
kids.”

Hodgson said Escondido’
skatepark escaped the reces-
sionary budget woes that he
said resulted in the lack of

HAYNE PALMOUR IV / STAFF PHOTDGRAP

kate Park employee Luke Storno sWeeps around the new “rainbow wedge” Saturday, as he
ployees prepare to reopening the park. '

|
full-time on-site supervision,

at other publicly operated
County

San Diego
skateparks.

“Qurs is one of the safest
parks,” he said, crediting the

fact that Escondido’s park will
continue to be staffed from
opening until closing.

The only evidence of budg-
etary woes on the Escondido
facility is a cutback in Sunday
hours, Hodgson said. While
the park remains open from 9
a.m. to 9:30 p.m. on other
days, Sunday hours are from 3
to 9:30 p.m.
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Parishioners spruce up
Escondido Skate Park

MANNY LOPEZ
For THE NORTH COUNTY TIMES

ESCONDIDO — Parish-
ioners from Emmanue] Faith
Community Church in Escon-
dido were out in force Satur-
day to lend a much-needed
hand in repairing the Escon-
dido Skate Park, damaged
by years of wear and weather.

More than 80 volunteers,
many skilled tradesman,
worked side by side swinging

hammers, removing old ply-

wood, replacing studs and
hurrying to lay down a protec-
tive sealant before more rains
come.

Luke Storno, an Escondi-
do recreation employee who
has worked on the skate park
since late September with
two-other staff- members; esti-
mated that it would have tak-
en the three-man crew at
least two months to complete
the assignment.

“It’s amazing how much

we’ve been able to accom-
plish on one day,” Storno said.
“With this crew, we’ve been
able to tackle this project in
just a few hours”

Mark Pearsey, an organiz-
er of the effort, said workers
started at 7:30 a.m. Saturday
and in less than two hours
had removed more than
12,000 screws from one struc-
ture.

“That’s the old concept
that a lot of hands make little
work,” he said.

A veteran of nearly 30
years of volunteering with
missionary  organizations
around the world, Pearsey
said it was exciting to see
everyone energetic and hav-
ing a great time.

“There’s nothing better
than helping others and
(rmowing that you're doing
something for a good cause®
he said.

Originally built in 1997

> SKATE, B-7
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and redesigned in 2006, the
Escondido Skate Park is a self-
sustaining, revenue-generat-
ing facility with anticipated
annual revenue of $564,000 in
2009.

Recreation Supervisor Pe-
ter Ritchie said that the in-
come is from fees paid by
nearly 2,000 registered users
who sign up for annual mem-
berships, along with casual

-skaters who use the park less

frequently.

Local teenagers Mark Teco-
raro and Brian Arellano, who
said they visit the skate park
at least twice a week, stopped
by to see the rebuilding of one
of their favorite skating spots.

They said that the park was
a fun place to hang out,
adding that it’s close to home,
there’s food available and the
park is getting better.

“Anytime you do some-
thing to help our kids it’s a
great thing,” said Joe Serrano,

" aretired general contractor in-

strumental in organizing the
volunteer effort. “We would
rather have them here at the
skate park than on the streets
doing graffiti.”

George Weir of George W.
Weir Asphalt Construction
Inc. brought the whole volun-
teer effort together.

Originally contacted by Pe-
ter Ritchie, Weir said he called
some friends and within two
weeks had more than 100 vol-
unteers signed up.

“I was born and raised in
Escondido, but Escondido
raised me,” Weir said.

Weir and has family have
donated $50,000 to help sup-
port the park. :

He said that he has taken a
special interest in skaters be-
cause other sports, such as
football, baseball and soccer,
were getting most of the re-
sources available.

“Let’s get to the kids that
need the attention,” he said.

For more information, call
(760) 839-4527 or visit
www.ci.escondido.ca.us/sports
center/skate.
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More than 80 volunteers from a church helped repair the
Escondido Skate Park on Saturday.
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"SKATER HAVEN
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Escondido Sports
Center celebrates a

‘decade of fun

Above left: Dominique Lenus catches some air Saturday as he  Above right: Skateboarders and inline skaters try to grab a
and other skateboarders and in-line skaters celebrated the 10th  sweatshirt thrown by Kevin Masterson as part of the giveaways

anniversary of the Escondido Sports Center at Kit Carson Park.  Saturday.
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RSON FLOOR

SHOW

Photographers get the shot as professional inline skater Chaz Sands, 21, from Glasgow, Scotland,
rides high on a wall at the reopening of the Escondido Skate Park in Kit Carson Park on Saturday.

Escondido skate park

Ico
Riders s:

DAVID STERRI
STAFF WRITE
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dreds of local ske
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— Hun-
ters and

some of the top profes-

sionals in the wor
off ramps, jump
boxes and grinde

1d soared
yed over
d on rails

Saturday during the grand

reopening of the
modeled Escondi
Center Skate Parl

newly re-
do Sports
k.

“The park is a thousand
times better now,” said 16-
year-old Cody Subido, who
added he skateboards at
the park three times a
week.

Subido and city offi-
cials said the park de-
signed for all skill levels
now has more rails and
ramps for advanced
skaters.

But the park, which has
been closed since August

ening draws raves

1y improvements are right in-line

for construction, is also
now safer because the
equipment is covered with
a hard composite material
made of wood fiber mixed
with phenolic resin that
provides a softer landing
for falls than the previous
metal and concrete struc-
tures.

The renovations also in-
creased the size of the

» SKATE, B-4
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park, at 3315 Bear Valley
Parkway in Kit Carson Park,
from 20,000 to 22,000 square
feet.

“This is bigger than most
other parks,” said 21-year-old
Andrew Callaway, who came
from San Diego.

“There are a lot of ramps
and rails, and if you don’t like
one thing there is plenty of
other stuff to do.”

In |addition to checking
out the new park on Satur-
day, many skaters took the
chance to buy new boards,
helmets and clothes at the
numerous booths set up by
local shops.

Vigitors also had the
chance to watch some of the
top |professional in-line
skaters perform their best
tricks|/in a “U.S. vs. the Rest
of the|World Competition.”

“These are people you see
in DVDs and magazines,”
said [Jesus Escamila, who
came|down from Los Ange-
les. “These are the best of the
best.” ‘

In-line skaters from Brazil,
Russia and Ireland, as well as
some |of the top Americans
such as Chris Haffey, came
for the grand reopening.

“It didn’t take much effort
at all to get,them here, and
they all wanted to come,”
said Peter Ritchie, the city’s
recreation supervisor.

“This park is well known
internationally, and many
people come from overseas
just to skate the park.”

Ritchie said the park has
had great exposure since it
opened in 1997, and the
$435,000 in renovations have
been planned for more than
two years.

The improvements were
primarily paid for by the city
of Escondido, along with
about $60,000 in donations.

“It’s great the city contin-
ues to invest into it,” said Es-
condido resident John
Donoghue, as he watched his
two sons skate. “This is a
great place for kids.”

Coming out there kids can
take advantage of the ramps
and jumps, and you don’t
have to worry about cars or
other hazards that are on the
streets.”

During the winter, the
park will be open from 3 to
9:30 p.m. during the week
and 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

With a $19 per year sports
center ID card, it costs $4
during the week and $6 on
weekends for a two-hour
skate session.
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Escondido skate park reopens Saturday

City workers
1 . 1 - Nick Escalona
Celebration to feature professional in-line skaters Hick Excalori
R aint a
PAUL EAKINS Rest of the World Competition’ will ‘s’:gr?sor's
STAFF WRITER be one of the highlights of the day, logo on the
B featuring some of the best profession- walls of the new-
al in-line skaters in the_: country at 1 ly refurbished
ESCONDIDO — If you know what p.m., said Peter Ritchie, city recre- Escondido
i i ind or a rail slide is —  ation Supervisor. . Sports Center
irk;;:kyfolslpilils%r:\[flant to see some ex- Other events include professional Sﬂgte Park at
treme sports action — the grand re- skateboard and BMX bike demonstra- Kit Carson Park
opening of the newly remodeled Es- tions, autographs by the professional on Thursday.
condido Sports Center Skate Park is athletes, professional trick competi- i OE
+he place to be Saturday. : » SKATE. B5 NCT
The in-line skating “U.S. vs. The )
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though the park won’t be
open for public use until

was scheduled to open in No-
vember but its completion

Continued from B-1

Sunday, there will be three

was delayed by rain.

city of Escondido, $10,000
from Eureka Springs devel-
opment, and $50,000 from

SKATE PARK

Grand reopening

This week, workers were
Escondido Sports Center

putting the finishing touches

George Weir, owner of an Es-
condido asphalt and con-

30-minute sessions Saturday
when skaters can get a taste

Skate park will of the new setup. on the park, which now crete company. Skate Park
fficiall A skateboard session be- sports a street-like course The park was redesigned When: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
oricla y reopen gins at 11:30 a.m., an in-line  and has grown from 20,000to by Site Design Group of Saturday.

Where: 3315 Bear Valley

22,000 square feet.
Parkway, Kit Carson Park.

It was redesigned to be
o D VO ant- safer;too; by beingcovered
with Ramp Armor, a hard
composite material made of
wood fiber mixed with phe-
nolic resin, instead of just
concrete and metal.

The $435,000 renovation
is the first major overhaul of
the park since it opened in
1997 and has been more than
two years in planning. The
project was funded by the

Tempe, Ariz., a firm that spe-
cializes in designing skate

skate session begins at 2:30
p.m., and a bike session be-

to the public at

ting; 1 p.m. U.S. vs. The

- Rest of the World Competi-
tion inline skating; demon-
strations throughout the day.
Public sessions: 11:30
a.m. skateboard session;
2:30 p.m. inine skate ses-
sion; 5 p.m. bike session.
First 60 people to sign up
can enter each session.

of Ramona rebuilt the park.
For more information,

look on the Web at www.es-

condido.org/sportscenter.

ing to participate can sign up
an hour before the session
starts, but only the first 60
people will be allowed to en-
ter the session, Ritchie said.

The skate park will offi-
cially reopen to the public at
10 a.m. Sunday, he said.

The park, which has been
closed and under construc-
tion since August, originally

tions, a live radio broadcast,
live band performances, and
photo shoots by at least
three magazines, Ritchie
said. The skate park is locat-
ed at 3315 Bear Valley Park-
way in Kit Carson Park.

The reopening will begin
with a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony at 10 a.m., and al-

Contact staff writer Paul Eakins at
(760) 740-5420 or
peakins@nctimes.com. To
comment on this story, visit our
Web site at www.nctimes.com.




REINVENTING FOR THE WHEELS

Mike Greenwald of Fallbrook welds to
Kit Carson Park in Escondido. The Es

reopen in early January 2006.

Skate park hits

a speed bump

PAUL EAKINS
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDQ —
Skaters, take note.

The Escondido Sports
Center Skate Park at Kit
Carson Park won’t reopen
this Saturday as| original-
ly planned. But when it
does open, “it will be way
more extreme,” said
Bethany Jobe, recreation
coordinator for the sports
center.

Due to construction

delays caused in part by
rainy weather, the park’s
official reopening has
been rescheduled from
Nov. 12 to Jan. 7, Jobe
said. However, she said
she hopes the facility will
be ready for public use by
the first week of Decem-
ber.

The $435,000 skate
park is being completely
redone from the ground
up, she said.

“They took everything
down and just started
from scratch,” Jobe said.

.|. %

JOHN RAIFSNIDER / FOR THE NORTH

Redesigned
sports center
may be in use
next month

One of the biggest
changes at the skate park
is the removal of a large
vertical ramp, which
mostly was used by skate-
boarders, to make room
for a large street-like
course, she said. Now the
park will cater just as
much to in-line skates
and bicycles as to skate-
boards, she said.

The skate park was de-
signed to be safer, too, by
being covered with Ramp

> SKATEPARK, B-4
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gether supports for the renovated skate park at
condido Sports Center Skate Park is scheduled to
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Escondido -
company donates
$50K toward park
construction

Armor, a hard composite ma-
terial made of wood fiber
mixed with phenolic resin,
instead of just concrete and
metal. It also will be a bit
larger, increasing from
20,000 to 22,000 square feet,

Ariz., a firm that specializes
in designing skate parks.
Sunrise Construction of Ra-
mona is rebuilding the park.

Construction on the site
started in August and is
funded by the city of Escon-
dido and a $50,000 -contribu-
tion by George Weir, owner
of an Escondido asphalt and
corncrete company.

At the fenced-in skate
park Wednesday afternoon,
the smell of sawdust was in
the air and the ramps and
other features of the course
could be seen in various
stages of completion.

Hanging out nearby was
7ach Bowersock, 12, a Bear
Valley Middle School stu-

‘| feel like they
should have waited
until winter to
close it, because
the ramps always
get wet and we're
not allowed to
skate it.

— JUSTY WINN-HOWARD
Bear Valley student

Jobe said: .

The work is the first major
overhaul of the park since it
opened in 1997 and has been
two years in planning.

The park was designed by
Site Design Group of Tempe,

dent who said he used to reg-
ularly use the park for in-line
skating. He said he was hap-
py to see more street course
features than before.

“With street, you can

who were with him said they
were anxious to see the skate
park reopened.

Justy Winn-Howard, 12, al-
so a Bear Valley student, said
he also liked the variety of
objects he would be able to
slide across — or “prind” —
with his in-line skates in the
redesigned park.

«“There’s a Jot more grind-
ing boxes. It’s a lot more
streetlike,” Justy said. o

But, he said he wished the
park had closed later in the
year, when it wouldn’t be
used much anyway. .

<1 feel like they should
have waited until winter to
close it, because the ramps
always get wet and we’re not
allowed to skate it,” Justy

move around more. With the
half-pipe, you can only go up
and down,” Zach said.

7ach and several friends

said.

e
Contact staff writer Paul Eakins at .
(760) 7405420 or
peakins@nctimes.com.
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Carpenter G'rant Peacock pounded anchor 'bdlts lhtd the floor of Escond
underg_qlnq renovations, including a new, woodiike surfac
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By Craig Gustafson
STAFF WRITER

SCONDIDO —— Eight years
might as well be a century to the
video-game generation.

So Escondido’s skate park, which
opened in 1997, might as well be an Ata-
ri 2600 — a nice bit of nostalgia but far
behind today’s standards.

With interest waning in the park, the
city has begun a $435,000 renovation to
bring back the legions of skateboard-
ers, in-line skaters and bikers who once
made it one of the most popular in the
county. ' ’

The revamped park will have a new,
woodlike surface rather than the previ-
ous steel ramps, which many com-
plained got too hot in the summer. An-
other key change will be moveahle
parts. Officials will be able to rearrange
ramps and rails when they want to
bring new challenges to users.

* “Tt just gives you more features. You
know kids — they do get a little tired at
different times of doing the same thing
once they’'ve conquered it,” said Peter
Ritchie, a recreation supervisor with

“to revive skate p

An artist's rendition shows Escondido’s revam

ped skate park, where ramps and

rails will be movable to offer skaters new challenges.

the city. “So you'll be able to change
some elements that would make it new
again”

The 22,000-square-foot park, under
construiction for the past month, is ten-
tatively set to open Nov. 12. It is in Kit
Carson Park at the south edge of the
city and is part of the $2 million Escon-

dido Sports Center, which also houses
in-line roller hockey and soccer arenas,
Ritchie said the city held several pub-
lic meetings with skating enthusiasts to
incorporate their ideas for the project.
For that reason, Ritchie said, he ex-.

seE Park, Paqé 2

ark




S

NP D ey

'/f‘ Nni ,}.‘-\

V146 O
7

S n

The wooden framework was in pl
opened eight years ago and has

» PARK

A 'fix' has long
been needed,
one skater says

pects it to be one of the top five
skate parks in the country.

That’s a bold statement, con-
sidering the park isnt even
ranked now in the top 20 in
Southern California, according
to socalskateparks.com, a Web
site that monitors such things.

‘When it opened, Escondido’s
skate park was considered a
top-of-the-line arena. However,
the county is now home to 18
_parks, including a dozen built
since 2000.

Robin Bettin, the city’s recre-
ation superintendent, said the
park’s popularity has seen a
precipitous decline as more
parks opened.

“It’s kind of similar to video
games with young people,” she
said. “They master certain

v SR

ce yesterday as construction work continued on the renovated Escondido skate park, which
seen declining use in recent years. Charlie Neuman [ Union-Tribune photos

Valenty said they have run sound
tests inside the plant building with
“30 of the loudest motorcycles we
could find.” The noise leaving the
bl}ﬂdlng was minimal, he said.

things and they want that new
challenge, that new stimulus.
Once they master that one"
jump, they want something big- -
ger, better.”

‘When it opened, the park of
ten was used by nearly 50 peo-
ple — the maximum — during
two-hour sessions. This year,
there were about 20 people per
session.

Marko Sevilla, skate manag-
er at Sun Diego in the Westfield
Shoppingtown North County
mall, said he hasn’t skated in
the park for two years despite
working right next it. Instead,

he frequents the Rancho Pefias-
quitos Skate Park, which
opened in the spring.

Sevilla said the Escondido
park has long needed a “fix to

attract more skateboarders.”
The park’s most glaring weak-
ness was the steel ramps, he
said. :

“The problem about it was:

that it would get really hot and
you would fall on it and it would
burn you,” he said.

Bettin acknowledged that

one “could cook a few meals .

out there on occasion.”

The city plans to use Ramp
Armor, a surface material that
resembles plywood and is
weather-resistant. It's the same
surface used at the skate park
at the Magdalena Ecke Family
YMCA in Encinitas.

George Weir, who owns an
asphalt and concrete recycling

plant, Escondido Sand & Grav-

Carpenter Shane Evans nailed
part of the framework at the
skate park, which will no
longer have steel ramps. "

el, donated $50,000 for the pro-
ject. :

Craig Gustafson: (760) 737-7559;
craig.gustafson@uniontrib.com
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Ritchie

2
3

years in Rancho Penasquitos and,
“We’ve seen more parks in the area,

struction in 1997, the Escondido skate |
Poway.

park has been faced with competition

in inland North County as skate parks
said. “We have a good opportunity to

have popped up over the last several
renovate and create a new design.

especially some that are free
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The park

Escondido skate park

Disassembly of ramps and other equipment
skate park. The facility at Kit Carson Park
larger park scheduled to open in late Octo

renovation under way

Hundreds of

QUINN EASTMAN
STAFF WRITER.
ESCONDIDO —
screws were coming loose at the Es-
.ers began to revamp the city’s skate

Park on Tuesday as construction work-
park.

condido. Sports Center in Kit Carson

o ® 4

2%

S 2k

] =
o o

Baa

Bog

uu NS

w S

< Y

T R TR

gELEg80s B g
sm0.i20"Y © ]

Bd § sE5TE £ B

mehkeie =4 -
htrpahd.r. =4

«.-..n.s...p.n_..auS%.m.b..rm.ﬁ S

:Smo.ps.es.m.m =

220w 2ael @
g & 8 S5

=] tk.ﬂ_m o000 w ®

o Lo =Y 9 a.

mmcc eﬂceo.m z
.I.WMHtUde.
VUS98 o & =
N = i w2 W 7w R T

Evans team up to re-
move plywood during the

on Tuesday.

demolition of the skate
park at Kit Carson Park
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B Escondido

throws party a

L.R. Green
School

KATIE BURNS
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO
Dozens of grown-up§

=t

took

notes as an equal number

of kids designed

pl ay-

grounds accessible to chil-
dren with disabilities at a
party put on by the city

Thursday afternoon.
Escondido’s recre
division plans to us

ation
e the

kids® ideas to create a
playground on adjacent
land at Kit Carson|Park.

Boundless Playgro

unds

Inc., a nonprofit organiza-
tion, will help the city
build a playground that
children with disahilities
can enjoy as much as

their peers.
“Even with
grounds that are cp

play-
mpli-

ant with the American
With Disabilities Act, it
really just gets them to

the playground,”
Jovce Masterson, p

said
rinci-

pal management analyst
for the city. “We wanted
to create a place where
they could play side by
side with the other kids.”

» PLAYGROUND, B-4

DREN
HELP DESIGN
ROUND

: . e a
Photos by TED MASE / STaFF PHOTOGRATHER
Above, William Dearinger, a third-grader at L.R. Green, sees what
it's like to play sports or games in a wheelchair at his school
Thursday. Students leamed firsthand what if feels like to be dis-
abled and are sharing their ideas on the perfect playground for
everybody, including disabled children. Top, Matthew Tick, a
second-grader, plays basketball Thursday with his eyes covered
to experience what it’s like for a blind student to play sports.
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Sports park expansion under way

Escondido officials say they hope project will be done by June

TIM MAYER
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO — City offi-
cials say they hope to have an ",
$885,000 expansion of the
sports park completed by June.

“Our goal is to have it ready
for the summer season,” said
Don Anderson, the city’s com-
munity services director.

The $2 million sports center
in Kit Carson Park opened in

October 1997 with a street
hockey arena, a soccer arena
and a 20,000-square-foot skate-

" board park. The popular skate-
iboard park drew almost 30,000

skateboarders, in-line skaters
and bicyclists last year.

The expansion project which
began construction Jan. 18 will
add a second hockey arena, a
second soccer arena — each 85

feet by 185 feet — and a 50-by-
90-foot mini-soccer arena for
smaller children.

Contractors will also expand
the parking area, improve park-
ing lot lighting, and add light-
ing to the amphitheater park-
ing lot across Mary Lane from
the sports complex. T

The expansion of the park is
coming two years earlier than

city officials planned, chiefly
because the sports complex has
proven so popular.

“We’ve just about reached
capacity,” said Allen Carlisle, a
city recreation supervisor.
“We’re running out of space
quickly and we’re very, very
glad to see construction begin-
ning.”

Anderson said before the

park opened, city officials had
hoped to get 1,900 youngsters
to sign up as members by the
end of its first year.

Within-eight months after
the doors opened, membership
topped 4,000 and has now
reached 7,500.

There are 170 street hockey

> PARK, B-3

membership also helps the city
avoid liability problems and
helps city employees control
who is using the center. Each
new member must fill out a
statement releasing the city
from liability and is issued an
identification card with photo-
graph. In addition, “young peo-
ple like to feel a part of some-
thing,” he said. “This gives them
a sense of membership, of own-
ership.”

Anderson credits that feeling

park means it is virtually self-
supporting, Anderson and
Carlisle said.

Members pay $15 per year,
receiving in exchange a dis-
count on user fees. Nonmem-
bers pay $10 per session. The
league players also pay to use
the arenas and the facility is
rented occasionally for special
events. In all, the various fees
brought in $425,000 in revenue
last year, more than covering the
$400,000 the park cost to oper-

‘> PARK

Continued from B-1

and soccer teams in leagues
with 1,800 athletes competing
each week, Carlisle said.

“This is perfect timing for the
people participating right now,
knowing how crowded we are, to
see construction going on,” he
said. “We are really tight on
practice times, and the game
0 back, Can e ate; Ca
revenue goes to support city
recreation programs, he said.

The park employs three full-
time workers and 42 part-timers.

Anderson said charging for

DON BOOMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER -

ports park starts

UOW o cl Cl
in more than two years of opera-
tion, there has only been one in-
cident of vandalism. “They have
treated this sports park with
great respect,” he said.

€S dI'€ UdCK
said. “We have no time between
games to rest. The additional
arenas will give us some breath-
ing room, which will be nice.”

The popularity of the sports

gun on the $650,000 expansion of the Escondi-

do Sports Park in Kit Carson Park. See story, B-1.

Expansion of s

Grading has be
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hirteen-year-old Doug Forinash~
f Rancho Bernardo works on his

(ateboard abilities while practic-

g on the 6-foot mini ramps at

1e Escondido Sports Park.

L

ports park to be éxpanded

TIM MAYER
STAFE WRITER

ESCONDIDO — City offi-
cials say success is driving them
to launch a $615,000 expansion
of the Escondido Sports Park
two years ahead of schedule.

With paid memberships at .

the park passing .6,500, bid$
from constructior’ contractors
are scheduled to be opened
Tuesday at City Hall to add a
second soccer arena and a sec-
ond street hockey arena, each
85 feet by 185 feet, said commu-

Success draws demand for new soccer, hockey arenas

nity services director Don An-
derson.

A popular 20,000-square-foot
skateboard arena that drew al-
most 28,000 skateboarders and
in-line skaters last year will re-
main as is. F o

Another addition at the 5-
acre complex will be a 5Q-by-20-
foot mini-soccer arena for
younger children, recreation su-

_ pervisor Allen Carlisle said.

“The mini-stadium is going
to add a whole new dimension

to the sports park,” said
Carlisle. “We will be able to run
all of our youth programs out of
there.”

The new mini-arena will be
just the right size for young-
sters ages 6 to 12, said Carlisle,
adding that “we will be able to
offer some new adult games,
such as three-on-three soccer.”

Parking will be expanded
and the parking lot at the am-
phitheater, across Mary Lane
from the sports complex in Kit

Carson Park, will be lighted.

Anderson said the lighting
will help give sports park users
safer access from the amphithe-
ater parking area.

Officials say once a contrac-
tor is selected, construction
should start within 30 to 45
days and take about six months.

“We're hoping for less,” An-
derson said. “Any time you have
a construction project, there’s

> PARK, A-8
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Continued from A-1

some disruption, (and) the soon-
er we get people out there using
the new courts, the better.”

The expansion was planned,
but not expected to be needed
for another two years, he said.

City officials said they were
surprised |and gratifjed by the
popularity of the sports com-

plex, which draws youngsters, .
adults and entire families from"

throughour Escondido as well as
other North County communi-
ties. .-

Projections made before the

$2 million initial phase of the_ .

park opened in October 1997
were that| about 1,200 young-
sters would sign up by the end
of the first year of operation,
Carlisle said. .-

Each member pays $10 to
$15 a year to help pay operation
and maintenance costs at the
park, receiving in exchange a
discount on user fees. Nonmem-
bers pay $10 a session. Within
eight months after the doors
opened, memberships topped
4,000 and|now two years after
opening they’ve passed 6,500
and are heading toward 7,000,
Carlisle said.

“Therefs tremendous
growth,” Anderson said, estimat-
ing that revenue reached
$425,000 last fiscal year and will
grow even more with the new fa-
cilities. Attendance at the skate
park ranged from 1,676 to 3,039
per month during 1998, Carlisle
said.

Adult and youth street hock-
ey and soccer players, who use
the existing two arenas, fielded

DON BOOMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kathy Yarush and Bemnie James, members of the Fighting Rhinos soccer
team, made up of Valley Center elementary school teachers, keep a
close watch as the ball goes bounding past the goal during practice at

the Escondido Sports Park.

more than 130 teams during the
1999 summer season, he said.

“That’s 1,400 to 1,500 ath-
letes participating here every
week,” Carlisle said. “That’s a
lot of activity when you factor in
fans and parents coming to the
games ... a lot of people coming
through the gate.”

Reasons for the success are
found both in the popularity of
the sports and the quality of the
Escondido sports complex, he
said. ?

“I think we’ve tapped into
three very popular sports,”
Carlisle said. “Skateboarding
and in-line skating are tremen-
dously popular right now and
soccer is and has been the
world’s most popular sport. Now
it’s huge all over the country,
and roller hockey is growing in

popularity.” Anderson said the
sports not only attract young-
sters, but people of all ages.

“They are things that entire
famillies are participating in
now;,” he said.

The Escondido sports com-
plex has so far garnered three
awards from state and regional
public works and recreation or-
ganizations for its design and
planning, Anderson said.

“The facility is top notch,”
Carlisle said. “It’s definitely
state of the art (and) the pro-,
grams we offer here are excep-
tional.”

Much of the money for the
initial phase of the park and all
of the funds for the new phase
come from fees paid by develop-
ers for parks and recreation, An-
derson said. '



Sports Park
skating mto

i | Expans.i(')n'pll:é{lns‘fféf
complex already have
been pushed forward

Escondido

TIM MAYER
STAFE WRITER g

ESCONDIDO — “It’s awesome,”
said 17-year-old Robert Lothspeich,
just before trying out his new in-
line skates on the 12-foot-high
“pipeline” at the Escondido Sports
Parl in Kit Carson Park.

Reactions like that have driven
attendance at the $2 million, 5-acre
complex to more than double ex-
pectations, forcing city officials to
shove expansion plans years ahead
of schedule. The center also has al-
ready won a statewide award for
design from an organization of
recreation specialists.

“We’re already talking about ex-
panding,” said recreation supervi-
sor Allen Carlisle. “The program
has been so popular we need more
facilities.” (i

“Tt’s a nice problem to have,”
said John Witt, the city’s deputy
public services director.

The sports complex — which
features a 20,000-square-foot skate-
board park and two 85-by-125-foot
arenas for soccer and street hockey
— opened in October.

City officials hoped it would be
popular enough the first year to
bring in 1,900 members paying $10
to $15 in annual dues. Members al-
so pay another $4 to $6 to play dur-
ing sessions lasting from 2 1/2 to 3
1/2 hours. Non-memibers have to
fork aver $10 a session.

Just eight months after it
opened, Carlisle said memberships
have topped 4,000 and that total
revenues through the gate have
reached $250,000. The money is
used to pay operating costs.

Site supervisor Ruben Martinez
is part of a crew that makes sure
the park runs as smoothly and as
safely as possible. He said there
have been few problems.

“Maybe just a parent angry be-
cause their kid can’t skate because
we’re full,” said Martinez. “But n
real problem.” - -

Not everybody was sure. the
sports park would be a success.

“There’s always the anxiety of
building a new facility and (the
fear of) not having anyone show
up,” Carlisle said.

“We really felt this was a much-
needed facility,” Witt said. “Build it
and they will come, and they cer-
tainly have.”

» PARK, B-7

Above, Kevin McCain, 17, gets

some air at Escondido Sporis

Park. The $2 million complex
' opened in October and is so
7 popular that officials are
_rushing ahead with expansion
. plans. Left, John Witt, the
city’s deputy public services
director, looks out over the
skate pari.

Photos by PAUL J. REDFIELD
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Grand opening set for Gretzky center

NorTH CouNTY TIMES

SAN MARCOS — The grand opening of
the new Wayne Gretzky Roller Hockey Cen-
ter in San Marcos is scheduled from 4 to 10
p-m. Saturday,

National Hockey League star Wayne
Gretzky is scheduled to attend the festivi-
ties. Preliminary registration for league
play will begin Monday. For information,
call (888) 929-6399.

The indoor hockey center is being in-
stalled in the former North County Lanes
bowling alley at 717 Center Drive in the Val-
lecitos Town Center off Highway 78’ Nor-
dahl Road exit. The center will accommo-
date 1,100 players in each ' 10-week
session. ' _

Besides league play, the center will fea-
ture clinics, tournaments, open skating
times for the general public and reserva-
tions for birthday parties and other spe-
cial events.
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Skate park on a roll despite cash concern

8 Escondido sports
center meets public
demand, but runs.
well over budget

TAHLIA M. MARLIN
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO — The finish-
ing touches have been put on
the recently opened Escondido
Sports Center and, despite
going over budget, folks

around town couldn’t be happi-
er. '
“Skateboarding is popular
and T see it becoming even
more so,” said Sgt. Dana Ray of
the Escondido Police Depart-
ment, who hopes the park will
continue to draw more skate-
boarders away from city- and
school-owned curbs and side-
~walks. '

“As a police officer, it helps.
Before, all we could say was,
“Sorry, kid, there’s no place to
£0,”” Ray said.

“Now we can direct them to

this facility, and if we find them
skateboarding (on public prop-
erty) we can say, ‘There’s a
place for you, so if we I find you
here again we’ll give you a
ticket.” _

The sports center, which
features a skate park, indoor
soccer arena and inline hockey
rink, held its official opening in

October, but the arena and rink"

were not ready for public use
until November. ETra

Although the park was -

open for several months, some
construction work was still

being carried out. .
Although the park is now

completed, it has wound

up costing the city more

than $313,000 above original

estimates.
The final cost of the park
is- hovering around $1.9
million. i
The City Council is tonight
expected to approve the notice
of completion of the park. This

_is standard procedure and

means the contractor has
completed the agreed work,
said Mike Adams, the city’s

Public Works director.

The center is located at 3333
Bear Valley Parkway in Kit Car-
son Park. It is open from 3 to 10

p.m. weekdays and from 8 a.m.

to 10 p.m. weekends.

Public skating at the roller
hockey rink is open Saturday
from noon to 1:30 p.m. and Sun-
day from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

The remaining hours are re-
served for league play. |

Times vary for skateboard-

" ing at the skate park.

For more information, call
(760) 738-5425.




' THE WHEEL THING

DON BOOMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Tyler Wetherell, 6, makes his way down the playing surface at the new inine skating rink as the Es-
condido Sports Complex officially opened to the public Monday.
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Skate park gets rolling

Escondido opens new facility for enthusiasts

RIKKA FOUNTAIN
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO — Peter He-
witt, 24, faced a two-hour
wait to get into the newly
opened Escondido Sports
Center with his skateboard
to roll down the metal ramps
and other specially designed
skating features.

In the meantime, he and
several of his friends, all of
whom live in San Diego,
practiced on the concrete
curbs and asphalt in the Kit
Carson Park parking lot —
the sort of activity city offi-
cials hope will stop happen- -

ing in public areas now that
a special park is available.

N E » SKATERS, A5



‘Kids can't watt to start playing soccjer and hacke,g?nd getiing to use the skate park.’

\ — ALLEN CARLISLE

\ Escondido recreation supervisor
\ } i
\

Photos by HAYNE PALMOUR / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER |

Center’s opening delayed again

SANDRA SAN AGUSTIN
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO -— The ramps are built, the Astroturf
is down and|the scoreboards are erected,

But it’s the little things like installing doors and
nets that are keeping the Escondido Sports Center at
Kit Carson Bark from opening to the public,

Some of |the world’s top-ranked skaters helped
christen the $1.75 million center Oct. 25 during the
park’s grand|opening, but city officials have postponed
its public opening to later this month until all work on
the complex fis complete,

“We have|some minor construction work the gener-
al contractor needs to finish,” said Allen Carlisle, a
recreation supervisor with the city who is in charge of - T,
the sports camplex, which includes a skate park, in- SEax e i

door soccer|arena and roller hockey rink. “Little Construction workers, in tep phote and above, put last-

S I minute touches on the sports complex in Escondido’s
// ¢ > CENTER, A6 .Kit Carson Park,

Chgimyoqr Dl e yW()
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sports park opening

ESCONDIDO — THe city on
aturday is opening its Escon-
ido Sports Center in Kit Car-
on Park, 3333 Bear Valley
arkway. The $1.75 million
ark features a wood-based
kate park; a roller-hockey
ink, a walled soccer field with
rtificial turf, an equipment
hop, concession stand and
hanging rooms. Ceremonies
fart at 10 a.m., followed at 11
m. with in-line skating, bike,
occer and hockey demonstra-
ons. Celebrity guests and
emonstrators will include
ony Hawk, a top-ranked skate
oarder, and Chris" Edwards,
p-ranked in-line skater. Ad-
1ission is free.
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SKATERS"’

PARA

DON BOOMER / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

w Escondido Sports Center in Kit Carson Park, takes a measurement Thursday before cutting
the last sheet of galvanized steel that makes up the surface of this skateboarding half pipe.

RIKKA FOUNTAIN
STAFF WRITER

ESCONDIDO — Usuailly,
Tom “Twister” Putnam’s car-
pentry jobs involve remodel-
ing homes or buildings.
When he’s done with work,
that’s when he thinks about
skateboarding.

But the Escondido Sports
Center in Kit Carson Park
has given him a rare oppor-

tunity to combine his voca-
tion with his avocation.
Putnam, 31, was hired by
Escondido to design the
skateboard ramps and bowl
is building as part of
a sports complex scheduled
to open Oct. 25. He was also
hired by the general contrac-
tor — The Augustine Co. in
San Diego — as a carpenter

to help build the complex.

Putnam, a skateboarder
for two decades, said he’d
probably give the skate-
board park “a 9.5 — no, a 9
and ihree-quarters.”

Why not a 10? _

“I would prefer to see
concrete” instead of wood
and metal, Putnam said on a
recent afterncon as he

t Carson Park center scheduled to open Oct. 25

helped workers lay sheet
metal on the 12-foot-high
wooden skating ramp. “But
right now, people are skepti-
cal of anything that’s that
permanent. People have
seen skating come and go so
many times.”

In addition to the skate
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PARK

Continued from B-1

park, the center will featura a
roller-hockey riak, & wailed soc-

cer field with artificial turf, an’

equipment shop, concession
stand and changing rooms.

The $1.75 million center,
funded mainly by fces the city
charges developers, was original-
ly scheduled to be finished this
suminer.

But constiucimn was delayed
when an owl’s nest was discov-
ered this spring on the construc-
tion site. The state Fish and
Game Department eventually
approved moving the nest else-
where in the park,

Then, contractors discovered
old construction rubtle buried
on the site — presuinably the re-
sult of illegal dumping many

— = P i
] k%.‘,'-%‘.? sl | AL

years ago — forcing workers to
move the trash and refill the site
with dirt.

Now, construction is three-
fourths done and word has
spread. City employee Allen

arlisle, who will manage the
park, said more than 200 people
have already signed up for the
center’s mailing list. '

In ;Hr,t, some skaters don’t
want to wait for the grand open-
ing. '

“We had to buy chains (for
the skate structures), because
kids were hopping the fence at
night and riding it before it was
ready,” Carlisle said.

Carlisle said the Halsey De-
sign. Group designed most of the
park, althcugh the skating fea-
tures reguired - specialized
knowledge of what skaters want
— features typical architects
aren’t necessarily familiar with.

Although Putnam isn’t an ar-
chitect, he has been designing
and bulldmg his own skating
structures since he was a boy.

‘Carlisle, former sports director

of the Magdalena Ecke YMCA in
Encinitas, remembered that Put-
nam recently helped design and
build a skate park for the Y’

So the city hired him to cre-
ate the runs, jumps, bumps and
other features that skateboard-
ers and in-line skaters will use to

. become airborne.

“He basically had a bunch of
plans that he had scribbled on
pieces of paper, napkms what-
ever he could find,” Carlisle
said. “We hired him and sat him
down and we sketched out the

site plan for the park and then
we had our city engineers ... pro-
fessionally engineer them.”

The center will charge $15 an-

-nually for an identification

badge, with extra charges tacked
on for certain sports at the facili-
ty. Skateboarders, for example,
will have to pay $4 to skate for 2
1/2 hours.

Putnam said that while talk
of building skate parks is com-
mon, few groups or municipali-
ties have put their money where

- their mouths are.

“Most people are kind of
speechless” when they see the
park taking shape, he said.
“They’re amazed someone’s ac-
tually gone ahead and done it.”




Escondido
sports park
gets rolling

@ Plan for Kit
Carson includes roller
hockey, soccer and
skateboarding areas

JENNIFER LEVITZ-PECK
NORTH COUNTY TIMES

ESCONDIDO — Construc-
tion on a $1.6 million sports
complex in Kit Carson Park will
start next month, and should be
complete by late next spring.

The City Council approved a
contract  Wednesday for
$1,609,644 with The Augustine
Co., 2 San Diego-based contrac-
tor, to build the park.

City officials first estimated
the project, which was approved
by the council earlier this year,
. would cost about $1.3 million
and that construction would be-
gin in the spring, but later real-
ized that the unique design of
the project would take longer
and cost more, said Dale Math-
re, deputy. director of public
works.

“This is the kind of facility
that contractors don’t often see
so it’s hard to estimate,” Mathre
said. The city received estimates
from 11 companies.

The project includes two full-
sized arenas — one for roller
hockey and one for soccer — an
18,000-square-foot skateboard-
ing area, office space, bath-
rooms, a concessions area, pro
shop, and parking.
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