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WHAT'S GOING ON?
 
CONGRESSIONAL UPDATE

Senate Agriculture Committee Holds First Hearing of New Congress

The Senate Agriculture Committee held a hearing on February 5 titled
“Perspectives from the Field: Farmer and Rancher Views on the Agriculture
Economy, Part 1” to gather insights from producer stakeholders. The hearing
was designed as a part of a series aimed at informing decisions for the
upcoming Farm Bill deliberations, which starts as a new slate in 2025. The goal
of the committee is to develop policies to support current and future generations
of farmers and ranchers.

Key Participants and Testimony:

Panel 1:

Zippy Duvall, President of American Farm Bureau Federation

Rob Larew, National Farmers Union

Panel 2:

Nathan Reed, National Cotton Council

Kenneth Hartman, Jr., National Corn Growers Association

Keeff Felty, National Association of Wheat Growers

Josh Gackle, American Soybean Association

Jennifer James, USA Rice Federation
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Chris Englestad, National Barley Growers Association

Amy France, National Sorghum Producers

Garrett Moore, US Peanut Federation

Tim Deal, American Sugarbeet Growers Association and American Sugar
Alliance

Key Messages in Testimony 

Economic Challenges 

Net farm income decreased by $41 billion, a 25% drop from 2022

Crop prices have significantly declined since 2022, with corn and
wheat down 37%, soybeans down 28% and cotton down 22% 

Farm Bill 

All groups and witnesses stressed the urgent need for a new fully
funded Farm Bill in 2025 

Calls for strengthening the farm safety net and bolstering risk
management tools, specifically stating the importance of crop
insurance for the coverage it provides, its role in allowing farmers to
access credit, and the need for more options for specialty crop
producers 

Market Fairness 

Tariffs and Trade 

Senators inquired about the potential impact of proposed tariffs on
farmers 

Concerns were expressed about shrinking markets and increased
costs for inputs like fertilizer

Conservation 

Emphasis on investing in voluntary, incentive-based conservation
programs.

Rollins Sails Through Committee Vote, Awaits Full Senate

USDA Nominee Brooke Rollins sailed through the Senate Agriculture Committee
on February 3, with a unanimous 23-0 vote. While an exact date has not yet
been set for her consideration by the full Senate, most anticipate it will occur in
the very near future, possibly as soon as next week. Given this unanimous vote,
it is anticipated that Rollins should sail through the Senate and be confirmed.
Additional nominations of interest for crop insurance at USDA include Richard
Fordyce as Undersecretary for the Farm Production and Conservation mission
area. 
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The crop insurance community still awaits the announcement on the individual
who will become the RMA Administrator. This is a non-Senate confirmed
position.

Lastly, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. is anticipated to also go before the full Senate for
consideration at Secretary of Health and Human Services. For more on Trump
Administration nominees, please click here.

Tariff and Executive Order Update

President Trump recently signed executive orders imposing new tariffs on
imports from China, Canada and Mexico, which could have impacts on the
agriculture sector. These proposed tariffs and resulting retaliatory measures are
causing concern among farmer and industry groups. Status update below:

Tariff Rates and Targets 

25% tariffs on all imports from Canada and Mexico 

10% tariffs on all imports from China 

Agricultural commodities NOT included in retaliatory measures; ag
machinery is included

Additional tariffs on computer chips, pharmaceuticals, steel, aluminum,
copper, oil and gas to be implemented by mid-February

Implementation Timelines  

Tariffs on Chinese goods took effect on February 1, 2025 

Tariffs on Canadian and Mexican goods were initially set for February 1,
but have been delayed one month based on agreements reached by
leaders of respective countries centered around immigration, curbing drug
trafficking, and other considerations

It is well-known and no surprise now to anyone that President Trump has acted
quickly in issuing multitudes of executive orders aimed at enacting key concerns
and pledges made during his campaign. Many of these executive orders,
including the most controversial, are currently being considered in courts with a
number being delayed or restrained due to the need for further consideration of
their constitutionality. Many agents have reached out regarding their concerns
over the executive orders regarding the potential effects on retention within the
Federal workforce, specifically RMA. We appreciate your concerns and are
monitoring the situation closely, the state executive order issuance remains very
fluid and we will keep you apprised as they unfold.

RCIS Attending Annual Crop Insurance Conferences
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RCIS Leaders Dalynn Hoch, Jeff Bahr and Jeff Sands, along with Emerging
Leader Program Participants Jon Clarke (Area Claims Manager, Virginia) and
Sandy Johnson (Field Service Representative, MN) have spent the last few days
at the Crop Insurance and Reinsurance Bureau (CIRB) Annual Convention in
Bonita Springs, FL. The conference brings together many players in the crop
insurance industry, offering a great opportunity to network and take in great
content impacting the crop insurance industry from renowned experts across
different facets of agriculture.

Many thanks to CIRB for another great meeting and our Emerging Leaders for
participating and making impactful contributions to the future of crop insurance.
This week we will be attending the National Crop Insurance Services
(NCIS)/American Association of Crop Insurers (AACI) Annual Crop Insurance
Convention and will be sure to report back in our next edition on any insights
garnered.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or comments. I can
be reached at jeffrey.sands@rcis.com

 

Audience - Agents in all states; All Employees.

© 2025 Rural Community Insurance Company. All rights reserved. To ensure you receive this and other RCIS emails,
please add rcis@rcis.com to your address book. This email was sent by Rural Community Insurance Company, 3501
Thurston Ave., Anoka, MN 55303, and is intended for general distribution in the United States.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices and employees and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income
derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint
filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

This is intended as a general description of certain types of insurance and services available to qualified customers
provided solely for informational purposes. Coverage is underwritten in all states by Rural Community Insurance
Company, Anoka, MN except in Montana where hail coverage is underwritten by Tri-County Farmers Mutual
Insurance Company, Malta, MT. Nothing herein should be construed as a solicitation, offer, advice, recommendation,
or any other service with regard to any type of insurance product or services. Your policy is the contract that
specifically and fully describes your coverage, terms and conditions. The description of the policy provisions gives a
broad overview of coverages and does not revise or amend the policy. Some products not available in all states or
counties. Coverage type may vary by state. Coverages and rates are subject to individual insured meeting our
underwriting qualifications and product availability in applicable states. RCIS is a registered trademark of Zurich
American Insurance Company. RCIC is an equal opportunity provider.
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The information in this publication was compiled from sources believed to be reliable for informational purposes only.
All sample policies and procedures herein should serve as a guideline, which you can use to create your own policies
and procedures. We trust that you will customize these samples to reflect your own operations and believe that these
samples may serve as a helpful platform for this endeavor. Any and all information contained herein is not intended to
constitute advice (particularly not legal advice). Accordingly, persons requiring advice should consult independent
advisors when developing programs and policies. We do not guarantee the accuracy of this information or any
results and further assume no liability in connection with this publication and sample policies and procedures,
including any information, methods or safety suggestions contained herein. Moreover, RCIS reminds you that this
cannot be assumed to contain every acceptable safety and compliance procedure or that additional procedures
might not be appropriate under the circumstances. The subject matter of this publication is not tied to any specific
insurance product nor will adopting these policies and procedures ensure coverage under any insurance policy.
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