
Mountain Top Amateur Radio Meeting - Minutes 
August 3, 2021, 7:00 pm


Masonic Lodge, Twin Peaks


I.  Welcome 
The meeting began officially by President Vic, KK6WKI. Vic introduced our newest ham, Judy 
Meadows, KN6PXC, who passed her Technician exam recently. He also congratulated Dennis, 
KJ6RKQ on passing his Amateur Extra exam.


II. Introductions and Reports 

President’s Comments 
Vic mentioned the upcoming activities, particularly this weekend’s Running Springs Hilltop Days. 
Some members who are CERT will be supporting that activity.


Vice President Report 
Gary, AA6GJ handed the report over to Debbie. She and Tracy held the drawing for the 220 net raffle. 
Remember, all who check in on Tuesday night 220 net are automatically eligible for the drawing. The 
winner was Rhonda Larson, KM6YBZ.


Secretary Report 
Dave was busy getting ready for his presentation and had no report. Hopefully everyone received the 
July-August newsletter.


Treasury Report 
Patty, KK6LWH provided the bank balances that are included in this month’s newsletter. Our opening 
June 1 balance was $10,385.99 with $550.00 in deposits and expenses of $1864.59 for the month. 
The total funds on deposit in our account is now $9,021.40 as of July 6. 


III. Weekly Nets - summary 
Denise, N6DEE, our net control manager shared the ongoing nets available to club members. We now 
have Echolink capability on the YL Happy Hour net too!

• Monday Nights:  1900 (7:00 p.m.) MTARA2 
• Tuesday Nights: 1900 (7:00 p.m. MTARA5, WB6LVC, Debbie is the net controller 
• Wednesday Nights: 1930 (7:30 p.m.) HF ‘hamily hamster’ net starting on 7.223MHz. This net 

follows the Skywarn and Mountain CERT nets at 6:30 and 7:00 p.m., respectively on the MTARA-2 
repeater. Ed, KM6UWI will taking the reins once per month now, look for his invite! 

• Friday Night YL Happy Hour: 1700 (5:00 p.m.) MTARA5, K6DDZ at net operator 

IV. Club Items - if you are looking for a logo-wear … 
• Name tags – Harlan Technologies, Name Tags by Gene, (715) 340-1299, www.hampubs.com, 

Shawn Harlan – KA9BXA, harlantech@gmail.com 

• Club jacket and shirts –  Classic Images, 23723 Rocky Dell Dr. Crestline, (909) 338-2281. They 
know all about the MTARA layouts, great folks to work with! 

V. Club Events, General Discussion, and Information. 
Tracy discusses the just completed Fourth of July week 13 Colonies Special Event. Two members, 
KK6WKI, Vic and AJ6FN, Greg were awarded personalized 13 Colonies mugs for their ‘clean sweep’ 
efforts. Congrats to both! 
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In support of the Citrus Belt Amateur Radio Club (CBARC), we look forward to the upcoming Route 66 
W6C Special Event from September 11-19. Two days, Monday, September 13 and Thursday, 
September 16, will be portable operations at the Wigwam Motel on Foothill Bldv. in Rialto. We will be 
looking for MTARA members to help support that CBARC activity. Click here for more details and 
contact Dave, K6WDE, if you are interested in operating from the Wigwam. 

The October Fire Prevention Week will be coming soon as well. Vic will be looking for support for that 
fun week’s activity! Put that on your early October calendar! 

Gene, KJ6LMP, thanked the club for supporting the Sea Cadets ham radio activity on Thursday, July 
15. The focus was getting the students 'on-the-air' making real- world contacts. K6WDE, Dave and 
AJ6FN, Greg, spearheaded that activity with station setup and student hands-on tutoring. Thankful for 
the great propagation on 20, 40 and 6 meters, the 8 students managed 34 contacts. With support of our 
local ham friends, the Sea Cadets made contacts from Hawaii to Chile to Spain and all points in 
between. Greg and Dave were awarded personalized Appreciation Certificates and Sea Cadet member 
T-shirts! 

Tracy mentioned the upcoming activities: 
• August 7, Tour de Big Bear 
• August 20-21, Kodiak 100 communications support 
• September 11-19 - Citrus Belt Amateur Radio Club Route 66 Special Event activator support 
• September 25 - Big Bear Gran Fondo communications support 
• December 4 - Blue Jay Christmas Parade communications support 

Additionally, the club is still planning, based on interest the following activities: 
• TBD - “I am Lost" Field Training 

TBD - Digital Modes Workshop  

Main Presentation 
W6SJE and K6WDE recapped their bucket list adventure to the 49th state, Alaska. Playing HF QRP 
radio with locations deep in valley with tall peaks surrounding presents significant challenges. It was a 
fun, radio adventure. If the opportunity presents itself, go north! 

Right before the break, the club celebrated DeDe’s, K6DDZ, 39th birthday with cake and song! 

Elmer Session 
Bill Szychowski, KK6TVB, recapped his 2 meter Laird antenna build and tuning process. This antenna 
is built for heavy-duty repeater use and hopefully, will boost his signals into the MTARA2 repeater. 
Antenna tuning is an iterative, careful process! 

In closing up the meeting, the evening’s raffle grand prize for the 17’ Tram 1481 antenna was won by 
Paula Marzicola, KK6LWW, congrats to her! 

VI.  Wrap-up and Close 
Next meeting – September 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
The meeting was closed by Vic at 9:15 p.m. 

Minutes submitted, respectfully by Dave, K6WDE
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