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Hello, MTARA members ~~ 
 
First of all, I would like to thank Vice President Chet 
(AE6CO) for chairing the regular MTARA Zoom meeting 
on April 5.  Iôve been told that he did a great job.  Thank 
you, Chet ! 
 
I was AWOL on a 12-day tour of Vietnam, conducted by 
Citslinc, a company associated with Chambers of Com-
merce and Rotary Clubs all over the US.  The travel 
from North Vietnam (Hanoi) through Central Vietnam 
(Da Nang) and finally into South Vietnam (Ho Chi Minh 
City, aka Saigon) gave our 21-member busload an in-
depth look at this friendly (unified) country, while provid-
ing 5-star hotel accommodations and great food, all at 
an extremely reasonable, all-inclusive price.  No plan-
ning necessary on my part.  While riding through the 
countryside, I observed dozens of communication tow-
ers, and wondered how many of them were associated 
with amateur radio.  Iôm taking the liberty of using this 
space to inform you of my trip, in hopes that some of 
you may ask me more about it, or about the 40 other 
areas of the world, that Citslinc travels to.   
 
It will be interesting to hear from all of our members 
who participated in communications support for the 
Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Run.  This annual event 
offers individuals from all areas of law enforcement, 
from local to national, a chance to prove themselves on 
a most challenging foot relay race.  Ham operators pro-
vided crucial safety communications for them. 
 
Our next MTARA meeting will be on Tuesday, May 3, at 
7 p.m. on Zoom. 
Hopefully, weôll be able to meet again in person soon. 
 
Seven Three, Everyone ~~  Lorna 
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On March 23, 2022, the FCC announced that the application fees for    

Amateur Radio Applications would be $35.00 beginning April 19, 2022.  

This fee would apply to all new licensed applicants, rule waivers, modifica-

tions such as sequential call sign changes, renewals, and vanity calls.  

There will be no fee for future upgrades or administrative updates such as 

change of mailing or email addresses. 

In an attempt to help applicants younger than 18, the ARRL approved the 

Youth Licensing Grant Program.  This new program states that the ARRL 

will cover a one-time $35.00 application fee if the candidate tests with an 

ARRL VEC.  They would also reduce the exam session fee to $5.00. 

The payment of the new fee will not be the responsibility of the VEC and 

team.  Candidates will continue to pay $15.00 at the time of their exam di-

rectly to the VEC.  The additional $35.00 will be paid directly to the FCC 

using the CORES FRN Registration system. There will be no refund of the 

new fee should the application be dismissed. 

For further information, go to www.arrl.org/fee-application-fee. 
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/ƭǳō ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ aŜŜǝƴƎ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ǳƴǝƭ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ фΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 

hǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΤ ǎƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻōōȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇƛǉǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ 

¦ƴǝƭ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǝŎŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ½ƻƻƳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ƴƻǝŬŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ 

{ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ½ƻƻƳΗ 

-ÏÎÔÈÌÙ #ÌÕÂ  -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ 

hǳǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ aŀǊŎƘ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ 

ϷмнΣпофΦнт 

тоΣ bŀƴŎȅ bс/¦. 

42%!352%2ȭ3 2%0/24 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ a¢!w!  ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 

!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻΦ  !ƴ C// ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ 

ƻƴ  ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǊŀǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

ŦŜŜǎΦ  /ƭǳō ŦŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ϷнлΦлл ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ϷолΦлл ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜ Ϫ a¢!w!ΦŎƭǳōΦ  /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǳŜǎ ǘƻ a¢!w!Σ th .ƻȄ нппмΣ [ŀƪŜ !ǊǊƻǿƘŜŀŘΣ /ŀΦ  

bŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ 
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 wŜǇŜŀǘŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ a¢!w!τн тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ /ƘŜŎƪ-

Lƴ 

a¢!w! bŜǿǎ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ мппΦоол aIȊ уΥлл ǇΦƳΦ άDƻǊŘƻ bŜǘέ {ƛƳǇƭŜȄ  

wŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ a¢!w!τр тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ά5ŜōōƛŜ bŜǘέ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

¢ƻǇƛŎǎ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎπ

Řŀȅ 

IC тΥол ǇΦƳΦ  

CƛǊǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ 

тΦнно aIȊ .ŀƴŘόǎύ  

{ǘŀǘǳǎ 

CǊƛŘŀȅ a¢!w!τр рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ¸[ IŀǇǇȅ IƻǳǊ LǘΩǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ 

5ŀƛƭȅ /.!w/ тΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ¢ŜŎƘΦ bŜǘ 9ƭƳŜǊ  

{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

¶ aŀȅ  нл-ннτ5ŀȅǘƻƴ IŀƳǾŜƴǝƻƴΣ ·ŜƴƛŀΣ hƘƛƻ 

¶ aŀȅ нм-ннτ-[ŀƪŜ !ǊǊƻǿƘŜŀŘ !Ǌǘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

¶ WǳƴŜ нрτCƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎƻƴƛŎ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ¢ǿƛƴ tŜŀƪǎ 

¶ Wǳƭȅ о ό{ǳƴŘŀȅύ - !ǊǊƻǿƘŜŀŘ [ŀƪŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ пǘƘ ƻŦ Wǳƭȅ CƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ 

¶ !ǳƎǳǎǘ рτaƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ¢ƻǇ 5ŀȅǎ tŀǊŀŘŜ 

¶ !ǳƎǳǎǘ сτ¢ƻǳǊ ŘŜ .ƛƎ .ŜŀǊ 

¶ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мф-нл όCǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅύ - YƻŘƛŀƪ млл 

¶ hŎǘƻōŜǊ уτ.ƛƎ .ŜŀǊ DǊŀƴ CƻƴŘƻ 
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On April 7th, Gary and I set off with two vehicles packed to the roof with radios, anten-

nas, tripods, tables, a pop-up, etc. and 12 sandbags (filled by us!) to participate in the 

Baker to Vegas Relay Race as communication volunteers The race had not been held 

for over 2 years due to the pandemic shutdown, so there was great anticipation from 

all of the participants. 

 

Before I share our own experience from the event, let me share a bit about how the 

event got started. Back in 1978, the LAPD Metro Divisionôs ñDeath Valley Relayò start-

ed.  It had a 7-year stint of participants running through the ñDevilôs Graveyardò.  When 

this event ended, The Challenge Cup/Baker to Vegas Relay was developed by Los An-

geles Police Officers Chuck Foote and Larry Moore.  Foote, General Manager of the 

Los Angeles Police Revolver and Athletic Club (LAPRAAC) and Moore, LAPD Athletic 

Director drove the current course and developed the name for the race and its format.  

There have been course changes throughout the years based on road construction, 

weather, and location of the ending/Awards Ceremony in Vegas. Now in its 35+ year, 

the race continues its main purpose which is to help law enforcement officers maintain 

top physical fitness levels, build camaraderie and teamwork. Today it is the largest law 

enforcement event of its kind in the world.  Teams from Canada, Germany, Japan, 

Australia, and all across the United States have taken part in this yearly event. 

 

Now back to our own personal story.  Leaving on Thursday worked to our advantage 

as there was less traffic.  We arrived in Henderson, three and a half hours after leaving 

Rancho Cucamonga and checked into our hotel. The rest of our team left on Friday, 

and it took them well over 6 hours.  And they werenôt going as far as we were; they 

stayed in Pahrump.  Wow-what a difference a day makes, as they say in the old song! 

My nephew had moved to Henderson about two years ago, so we spent the evening 

with him and his wife, touring the area and marveling at the expansion of the town.  It 

was a good thing we choose to visit them before the race because we had no energy 

or motivation after that night for any other activities.  

 

On Friday, we went to scout out our location and plan how best to set up the Commu-
nication Base in Stage 18. (Each location that the runners pass through has a ñStage 
Numberò and communication team.) Locations vary; they can be in a parking lot, out in 
the middle of nowhere, near a community or at major crossroads of an intersection.  
We were on a dirt lot, near a major intersection.  (I may have neglected to tell you that 
the participants run on a major highway.  Traffic is NOT stopped for them except where 
they cross major locations/intersections.)  None of the Support Items were at the site 
yet.  But from a few ZOOM meetings and emails, we knew, in general, what was to be 
at our location and were it would be placed.  We were checking to see what problems 
could occur, trying to anticipate any issues the site would present later on in the event. 
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The course begins 25 miles north of Baker, CA on Highway 127 to Shoshone, CA; 

then northeast on Highway 178, across the Stateline into Nevada on Highway 372 to 

Pahrump, NV. Then southeast on Highway 160 to the finish line inside the Rio Hotel in 

Las Vegas. Runners/Teams take off from the Start beginning at 8:00 AM with each fol-

lowing group leaving hourly until 4:00 PM.  The relay race takes about 8 hours, barring 

any emergencies or weather-related issues. Volunteers had to be at their stages start-

ing at 6:30 AM on Saturday with the final stage beginning their shift at 7:30 AM on 

Sunday.  

  

So now we have reached Saturday

- ñRace Day.ò  We were assigned 

an overnight shift; we were to acti-

vate our stage at 10:30 PM and 

work until 7:30 the next morning.  

Gary figured we would go to our 

Stage around 6:00 PM to begin 

setting up tables, the popup, 

chairs, lights, the generator and 

much more while we still had light. 

We were working with our West 

End Amateur Radio Group that of-

fers the on-line classes and testing 

sessions. Due to conflicts with pre-

scheduled calendar activities, 

health issues and travel needs, our group was exceedingly small. AND, this year, a 

new person was coordinating the race.  The two main individuals who had coordinated 

the race previously had left the group.  Needless to say, it was a bit chaotic and disor-

ganized.  Example-at 9:30 PM, the night before the race, Gary received a phone call 

informing him that we would not be allowed to use our 

speaker to announce incoming runners.  The neigh-

bors had complained the last time and said that if we 

tried to use it, we might be arrested!  WHAT?! So, I 

ordered a childôs easel with white board, and then 

next morning, we went to Michaelôs and picked it up.  

This was placed on a table where one of us would 

write the numbers of the team coming in.  Since not 

everyone paid attention to what we were doing, we 

shouted out the number(s) in a very loud voice. Just 

one example of the unexpected turns a race like this 

can take.    Since we realized that there could be 

more changes, and on advice from some other folks, 

we went out at 3 PM to begin set up. We finished all 

of the work around 8:00 PM.  I grabbed a quick nap in 

the back seat of my car, but Gary never had a chance 

to even get 20 winks.  The life of a Ham is not an 

easy one, sometimes.   


