RUBRICS 

Let’s face facts, most students have little or no idea why they get a particular grade. A student may think they worked hard (I stress think!) or they may know they were pretty much correct in an essay or question, but for the most part, grading remains a mystery to most students. To take some of the mystery out of the process teachers often use a device called a rubric. A rubric is essentially a grading guide that tells you how your work will be assessed.
The guide below is a basic rubric that you may use as a guide to how I will assess work throughout the year. By giving you, this guide you should have a better understanding of what is expected of you and of how you will be graded. If a project has a different rubric, it will be provided to you in advance. 

 

	General Rubric

	
	Excellent 
100 - 90
A+, A 
	Very Good
90-80
B+, B 
	Good
80-70
C+, C 
	Satisfactory
70-65
D 
	Unsatisfactory
64 and under
F 

	Accuracy 
	No mistakes, scholarly and accurate. Excellent knowledge of the topic shown 
	Few if any mistakes, mistakes must be minor in nature, and very good knowledge of the topic shown. 
	Some, but not many, mistakes were made, but good knowledge was shown. 
	Several mistakes were made, and fair knowledge of the topic was shown. 
	Many mistakes were made. Does not show adequate knowledge of the topic. 

	Use of historical details 
	Used many details in a thorough and expert manner. 
	Used many details to illustrate topic. 
	Used some details to illustrate topic 
	Used one or two details, alluding to details vaguely. 
	Used no historical details. Made factual errors. 

	Demonstrated learning and understanding

	Applied integrated concepts; made connections between facts and ideas. 
	Clearly understood topic well. 
	Understood topic. 
	Followed directions, had a basic knowledge of the topic. 
	Thinking not justified; no evidence that knowledge was acquired. 

	Mechanics
(Grammar or Art) 
	Grammar and/or artwork were without flaws and professional in nature. 
	Grammar and/or artwork are quality in nature. 
	Occasional errors but not enough to distract. 
	Distracting errors, difficult to read. 
	Fragmented sentences and grammar. Art completed in a haphazard manner. Very difficult to understand 

	Neat and orderly 
	Professional appearance 
	Quality Appearance 
	Neat and orderly, and easy to follow. 
	Moderately neat, almost distracting. 
	Lacks neatness and orderliness. Hard to understand 

	Word Usage 
	Word choice and usage are professional. 
	Word choice makes the piece interesting. 
	Word choice is simple but acceptable. 
	Some mistakes in word choice and usage. Could be clearer. 
	Word choice is inadequate or inappropriate. 

	Message 
	Message flows and is passionate. 
	Message is clear and easy to understand. 
	Message can be understood. 
	Message not easily understood. 
	Very hard-to-understand message. 

	Creativity 
	Very clever; creatively designed 
	Displays creative thinking 
	Shows some creative thinking 
	Lacks creativity 
	Copied from another source. 




 

Generic Scoring Rubric - Document-Based Question
Score of 5:
• Thoroughly addresses all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting at least _____ documents

• Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay

• Incorporates relevant outside information

• Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

• Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the Task or Historical Context and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem

Score of 4:
• Addresses all aspects of the Task by accurately analyzing and interpreting at least _____ documents

• Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay

• Incorporates relevant outside information

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but discussion may be more descriptive than analytical

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

• Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the

Task or Historical Context and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem

Score of 3:
• Addresses most aspects of the Task or addresses all aspects of the Task in a limited way, using some of the documents 

• Incorporates some information from the documents in the body of the essay

• Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information 

• Includes some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization

• Introduces the theme or problem by repeating the Task or Historical Context and concludes by simply repeating the theme or problem

Score of 2:
• Attempts to address some aspects of the Task, making limited use of the documents

• Presents no relevant outside information

• Includes few facts, examples, and details; discussion restates contents of the documents

• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus

• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem 

Score of 1:
• Shows limited understanding of the Task with vague, unclear references to the documents

• Presents no relevant outside information

• Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, details, or examples

• Attempts to complete the Task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization

• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem 

Score of 0: 
Fails to address the Task, is illegible, or is a blank paper 



Generic Scoring Rubric - Thematic Essay
Score of 5:
• Shows a thorough understanding of the theme or problem 

• Addresses all aspects of the task

• Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare and/or contrast issues and events

• Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details

• Is a well-developed essay, consistently demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

• Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem

 

Score of 4:
• Shows a good understanding of the theme or problem 

• Addresses all aspects of the task

• Shows an ability to analyze, evaluate, compare and/or contrast issues and events

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but may not support all aspects of the theme or problem evenly

• Is a well-developed essay, demonstrating a logical and clear plan of organization

• Introduces the theme or problem by establishing a framework that is beyond a simple restatement of the task and concludes with a summation of the theme or problem

 

Score of 3:
• Shows a satisfactory understanding of the theme or problem 

• Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects in a limited way

• Shows an ability to analyze or evaluate issues and events, but not in any depth

• Includes some facts, examples, and details

• Is a satisfactorily developed essay, demonstrating a general plan of organization

• Introduces the theme or problem by repeating the task and concludes by repeating the theme or problem

Score of 2:
• Shows limited understanding of the theme or problem 

• Attempts to address the task

• Develops a faulty analysis or evaluation of issues and events

• Includes few facts, examples, and details, and may include information that contains inaccuracies

• Is a poorly organized essay, lacking focus

• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem 

 

Score of 1:
• Shows a very limited understanding of the theme or problem 

• Lacks an analysis or evaluation of the issues and events 

• Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, examples, or details

• Attempts to complete the task, but demonstrates a major weakness in organization

• Fails to introduce or summarize the theme or problem 

 

Score of 0: 
Fails to address the task, is illegible, or is a blank paper 



