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Education 

University of Illinois at Chicago 

Doctoral Student in Urban Planning & Policy                                                                    

Advisor: Dr. April Jackson                                                                           August 2019 - Present 

Certificate in the Foundations of College Instruction                           Completed: December 2022 

 

DePaul University 

Master of Public Administration 

Concentration in Metropolitan Planning and Urban Affairs                          Graduated: June 2014                   

 

Northeastern Illinois University 

Bachelor of Arts in Geography                                                                   Graduated: August 2011 

 

Academic Positions 

 

University of Chicago 

Committee on Environment, Geography and Urbanization 

Instructional Assistant, September 2023-Present 

 

University of Illinois Chicago 

Center for the Advancement of Teaching Excellence 

Teaching Consultant/Workshop Leader, August 2022-Present 

 

University of Illinois Chicago 

Government Finance Research Center                            

Research Assistant Illinois DECO grant review project, Summer 2022 

 

University of Illinois Chicago 

College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 

Teaching Assistant, Spring 2022 

 

Northeastern Illinois University  

Department of Geography and Environmental Studies 

Adjunct Instructor, Spring 2016 

 

 

Scholarship and Research 

 

Editorials 

Vilenica, A., Can, A., Anderson, D., McElroy, E., Keller, J., Ferreri, M., Koepke, M., Lancione, 

M., &; Thompson, S. (2023). Life-affirmative struggles for home across borders. Radical 

Housing Journal, 5(1), 1–10. https://doi.org/10.54825/fkaa3465 



 

Policy Briefs and Research Reports 

Executive Summary of Municipal Affordable Housing Strategies prepared for the Village Board 

of Western Springs, IL USA                                                                                              July 2021 

 

Conference Presentations 

 

State of Australasian Cities Conference 2023, Wellington, NZ                           December 2023 

Research proposal presentation: What can Australia and New Zealand learn from the North 

American public housing transformation experience. 

 

Urban History Association, Pittsburgh, PA                                                               October 2023 

The 70s Shift: Public Housing Transformation in Canada, and the United States 

 

Urban Affairs Association Conference, Nashville, TN                                                April 2023 

Research proposal presentation: Planning for Community in Public Housing in Chicago and 

Toronto 

 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference, Toronto, ON          November 2022 

Poster presentation: Public Housing Redevelopment and Relocation: A comparative case study 

of public housing transformation in Chicago and Toronto 

 

State of Australasian Cities Conference 2021, Remotely Presented                    December 2021 

Research proposal presentation: How cities can avoid being burned by hot housing markets 

 

 

Invited Lectures 

 

Embracing the Fuzzy in Qualitative Research, MPS 583 Research Methods DePaul 

University                                                                                                                                   2023 

 

Collecting Interview Data, MPS 583 MPS 583 Research Methods DePaul University         2022                                                                                                                               

 

Major Planning Issues in Chicago, UPCD 611 The City in History. UMass-Boston            2022 

 

 

Courses and Workshops Taught 

 

Summer 2023: How to work with Faculty Workshop cotaught with Samantha Plotner, Center for 

the Advancement of Teaching Excellence, University of Illinois Chicago 

 

Fall 2022: Facilitating Difficult Conversations Workshop, Center for the Advancement of 

Teaching Excellence, University of Illinois Chicago 

 

Spring 2022: Teaching Assistant, Geography/Urban Studies 100: Concepts in Geography, 

University of Illinois Chicago  



 

Spring 2016: Adjunct Instructor, Writing in GES: GES 250, Northeastern Illinois University 

 

 

Awards and Service 

 

Awards, Fellowships, and Grants 

Diversifying Higher Education Faculty in Illinois Fellowship                                     2020-Present 

ACSP Conference Travel Award                                                                             November 2022 

UIC Provost’s Graduate Internship Award                                                                 Summer 2022 

UIC Board of Trustees Award Tuition Waiver                                                                2019-2020 

DePaul University Chaddick Institute Postgraduate Fellow                                            2019-2023 

DePaul University Harry F. Chaddick Scholar Award recipient                                      June 2012 

 

University Service 

Job Search committee member for Executive Director of the Center for Advancing Teaching 

Excellence                                                                                                                   Summer 2023                                 

UIC Dept. of Urban Planning and Policy Student Group (CUPPS) President                 2021-2022 

Organizer of “Friday Forum” Department Speaker Series                                           2021-2022 

UIC Graduate Student Council Department Representative                                            2020-2021 

 

Other Academic Service 

Radical Housing Journal, Editorial Committee                                                           2022-Present 

 

Affiliations 

American Association of Geographers                                                                         2009-Present 

American Planning Association                                                                                    2010-Present 

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning                                                             2020-Present 

Urban Affairs Association                                                                                            2019-Present 

UIC Black Graduate Student Association                                                                    2021-Present 

 

 

Select Non-Academic Employment 

Director of Development 

Northside Community Development Corporation                                     October 2017-May 2019 

  

Director of Housing 

Northside Community Resources                                                          January 2016-October 2017 

 

Housing Counselor/Program Director 

Northside Community Development Corporation                           February 2011-December 2015 

 

Community Involvement  

Mentor for the Global Engagement Summit                                  2018-2019 

 

Committee Member for the Rogers Park Clark Street Urban Plan                                            2018 



 

Board Member, Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance                                                     2015-2016 

 

Board Member for the North Side Community Federal Credit Union                             2014-2019 

 

APA-IL Young Planners Group Committee Member                                                      2013-2015 


