
THIRTY YEARS ago a young 
Okinawan man arrived on the 
shores of Alaska—then a territory of 
the United States of America. The 
following day, on September 15, 
1962, Ansei Ueshiro set foot on the 
mainland of the USA for the first 
time. He was one of the first Orien-
tal martial artists to bring karate to 
this country, and he went on to 
become one of the most influential 
karatemen in the world today. 

At the request of his sensei, 
Grand Master Shoshin Nagamine, 
the founder of Matsubayashi 
Shorin-Ryu, the landmark decision 
to leave Okinawa was made and 
agreed upon by Master Ueshiro and 
his teachers and students. By special 
visa of the United States govern-
ment, Master Ueshiro made the 
voyage in order to bring the art of 
Shorin-Ryu to America. 

The special visa was obtained 
through the efforts of James Wax 
and his students here in the United 
States. On Okinawa, James Wax was 
the first American to earn a black 
belt in Shorin-Ryu under the 
tutelage of Master Ueshiro. On 
Sensei Wax's return to the U.S. from 
military service on Okinawa as a 
U.S. Marine, he opened a dojo in 
Dayton, Ohio. 

James Wax, Robert Yarnall and 
many of the original American stu-
dents in the U.S. helped Hanshi 

Ueshiro establish himself in Amer-
ica. Nevertheless, there were many 
hardships and difficulties which he 
had to overcome. But Master 
Ucshiro was not unaccustomed to 
hardship. While he was a child, he 
suffered through the agonies of 
World War II on his homeland, 
Okinawa, one of the most violent 
battlefields of the war. He then 
endured the aftermath of the war, 
the rebuilding of Okinawa. 

Master Ueshiro, who was phys-
ically disabled during the war, 
overcame this disability by becom-
ing more proficient with his maimed 
hands than any other karate practi-
tioner of his time. At first, after the 
injury, some people suggested he 
wear gloves to hide the disfigure-
ment and scars. He refused and 
developed tremendous skill, dex-
terity and strength in his hands and 
body. He also became world 
renowned for his bojutsu. 

Having overcome so much, he 
still sacrificed many things in 
relocating to the U.S. in order to 
propagate his martial art. The first 
few years were the most difficult, as 
he had left his family behind and 
had to wait several years to be 
reunited with them. The language 
barrier, earning a living in a foreign 
land, and finding a home were just a 
few of the obstacles he faced in his 
effort to bring Shorin-Ryu Karate  

to America. Indeed, since tradi-
tional karate is not a lucrative 
financial enterprise, Master Ueshiro, 
in order to support his family, 
became a successful entrepreneur in 
the import/export field. He recently 
became a U.S. citizen and we are all 
honored by this. 

Master Ueshiro's fortitude, 
strength of character, and karate 
training enabled him to survive and 
to succeed. Hanshi Ueshiro taught 
karate, opened many dojo in the 
East and Midwest, and successfully 
built the organization to what it is 
today. Presently there is a network 
of over 100 Shorin-Ryu Karate dojo 
in the U.S. which directly trace their 
roots and heritage to Hanshi 
Ueshiro or his students. 

Hanshi Ueshiro is a direct blood 
descendant of the Okinawan 
"Bushi" class of warriors. His father, 
Anho Ueshiro, was his first teacher, 
along with Entasu Isaenta and 
Toguchi Seitoku. From these three 
main teachers, Master Ueshiro 
gained much of his karate knowl-
edge, which formed the foundation 
of his skills. Later, he entered the 
dojo of Grand Master Shoshin 
Nagamine. And, even as a young 
man, Ansei Ueshiro brought much 
to the Okinawan dojo, eventually 
becoming Chief Instructor at the 
main dojo in Naha. There, until he 
left for the United States, he con-
tinued to train vigorously on a daily 
basis with many of today's most 
famous karatemen. 

Since 1962, we in America are 
privileged to enjoy the art of Mat-
subayashi Karate under Master 
Ueshiro's guidance and expertise. 
We, the students of Shorin—Ryu, are 
the beneficiaries of his efforts and 
are proud of Shorin-Ryu Karate 
U.S.A., the original style, here in 
the United States. 

Now, in 1992, we proudly cele-
brate the 30th anniversary of 
Hanshi Ueshiro's arrival on our 
shores. This commemorative jour-
nal is only one of many ways in 
which we say Thank You to Grand 
Master Ansei Ueshiro. ■ 

Robert Scaglione 



This is a translation of the newspaper article on 
the opposite page translated by K. Saito. 

KARATE CROSSES THE PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

September 9, 1962 

Mr. Ueshiro is invited to teach 
Karate for Five Year Contract 
INVITED BY THE UNITED 
STATES 

A young Karate Sensei left Okinawa 
by Northwest Airlines at 4:45PM 
on September 9, 1962. This person 
is Ansei Ueshiro, San-Dan, 30 years 
old. He is the representative of the 
Nagamine Dojo. He is going to 
teach the true meaning of Karate, 
not just the skill. He hand carried 
the roku-shaku bo, his gi, sai and 
tonfa onto the airplane with hope in 
his heart. 

Sensei Ueshiro was invited by the 
Kodo-Kan Karate school located in 
Dayton, Ohio, USA under the 
direction of Phil Thompson. Mr. 
James Wax, promoted to Sho-Dan 
by Mr. Ueshiro, is the Sensei of the 
Karate school, and studied karate at 
the Nagamine Dojo while stationed 
in Okinawa as a U.S. Marine. Mr. 
Wax wrote a letter to Mr. Shoshin 
Nagamine, the Hanshi of Shorin 
Ryu, asking him to recommend a 
qualified instructor to teach karate 
in the United States. It took five 
years to get results. 

M. ames vvax returnea 	 
Okinawa in April 1961 to formally 
propose to Miss Ayako Toyoshima, 
an Okinawan. At that time he vis-
ited the Nagamine dojo to arrange 
further details for inviting an 
instructor to the United States. A 
meeting was then held at the 
Nagamine dojo among the principal 
sensei and senior students. It was 
decided unanimously that Mr. 
Ueshiro was the most qualified, and 
should be the one sent to introduce 
and develop Okinawan Karate in 
the United States. The Nagamine 
Dojo notified Mr. Thomson that 
they would send Mr. Ueshiro to 
teach karate in the U.S. for five 
years. 

Mr. Ueshiro was formerly an 
employee of the Naha City munici-
pal office. He has been studying 
karate at the Nagamine dojo for 11 
years, ever since the dojo was estab-
lished. During those 11 years he has 
not missed a single day of practice, 
and was known as the "dedicated 
deshi" by his colleagues. Mr. 
Ueshiro said he is not able to speak 
English very well, but by working 
with American soldiers at the dojo 
he has learned enough English to 
teach karate. 

JmCerills15ri1C 11151Lll11Ca iaiatc 
sensei will go to the United States 
from Okinawa, many people were a 
the airport to see Mr. Ueshiro off. 
At the airport Mr. Nagamine said, 
"We are so pleased to have the 
opportunity to send our represen-
tative to the United States to 
introduce and develop karate. It ha 
been our long-term dream to do so . 

It is vitally important that we pro-
tect the traditional values of our 
ancestors, and develop the dojo 
character as more than a sport out-
side of Japan. Therefore we are 
really counting on Mr. Ueshiro's 
ability and skill for doing the best 
job in the United States." Mr. 
Nagamine patted Mr. Ueshiro on 
the back as he offered these words c 
encouragement. 

The Kodo-Kan Karate school in 
Dayton, Ohio is said to be the only 
karate school in the United States, 
and has many students learning 
karate. Director Phil Thompson is 
enthusiastic about offering Amer-
ican students the essence of karate 
through Ueshiro Sensei's knowled{ 
and expertise. Mr. Ueshiro left by 
himself to go to the United States. 
His wife Hiro Ueshiro and three 
children hope to join him later on. 

Mr. Ueshiro said at the airport, 
"As long as I'm invited by the 
United States to teach Okinawan 
karate, I am going to commit myse 
as much as I can." He added, "I am 
always thinking about what I was 
told by Nagamine Sensei and the 
other instructors, and I am going tc 
teach karate to the American peopl 
the way it was taught to me." • 
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This is a reproduction of a newspaper article 
from Okinawa, Japan, 1962. 


