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From the President šs desk
Debashis Chatterjee

Dear Friends,

Nomoshkar !

On behalf of Suchona, I welcome you all to this special milestone 

that marks 25 years of Suchona's existence. Our team has worked 

diligently to design this grand event with music, dance, drama, 

good food and a memorable get-together. It will be highlighted by a 

melodious musical concert performed by Sa Re Ga Ma Pa famed 

singers with live music. It will be a perfect setting to celebrate the 

spirit of Suchona members in all its traditional forms.

In addition, it also has a distinct vision with a message ï

Á Solidarity: We stand as one Bengali community irrespective of 

age, gender, background, place of birth, experience, or 

residence.

Á

Diversity: We strive to promote diversity by welcoming opinions 

of all within our family. We encourage all of our members to 

participate so that there is participation from every segment.

Á

Financial Maturity: We will continue to pursue corporate 

sponsorships and donations that will propel us to be more 

creative and embark on projects, which may be languishing due 

to lack of funds.

Á

Growth: Each of us knows at least one local Bengali who is not 

actively part of Suchona.



From the President šs desk

We need to reach out to all Bengalis in the area who share an 

interest in our culture and include them in the Suchona family.

Inclusion of new members will create fresh impetus and we will not 

only survive but thrive for many years to come.

Our goals cannot be fully accomplished instantly. However, we will 

certainly progress with a tremendous amount of collective 

enthusiasm and commitment. Suchona stands for "Spirit of 

Bengalis in Eastern Iowa and Illinois" and this event is a true 

reflection of that cohesive spirit. 

I would like to thank all the Alumni members that have travelled 

and taken time out of their busy schedule to be physically present 

amongst us. This signifies they still care and have a special place 

in their heart for Suchona.

An event of this stature cannot be organized without volunteers and 

meticulous teamwork. I would like to thank the Steering Committee, 

Governing body, Cultural team, Fundraising team, Decoration team 

and all the other volunteers for their commitment and hard work to 

make this event a reality. It took hours of planning and dedication 

out of everyone's busy schedule.

I hope you all enjoy 'Utsab' and I look forward to your continuous 

support.

Best Regards,

Debashis Chatterjee



From the Editors šdesk

Dear Friends & Family, 

Suchona is more than just a social gathering; it's a whirlwind of 

emotions. As we plan and prepare for our 25th year, we're riding a 

rollercoaster of feelingsða mix of excitement, eagerness, a touch of 

stress, joy, and happiness. We've had moments of laughter, 

restlessness, and anticipation, all intertwined with memories. And 

the cherry on top is the upcoming reunion event, where we can 

relive the good times from then and now.

This magazine is our way of capturing and sharing these emotions 

between its pages, as experienced and expressed by our members 

and loved ones. We hope that, when you revisit these pages in the 

future, it will bring a smile to your face and help you relive those 

cherished moments.

Our sincere thanks to Praneel Samanta for his support and 

contributions to the magazine compilation, which started back in 

2022. And a very special thanks to Sushant Sengupta for printing 

and sponsoring our Hoi-Choi magazine and flyers for this 25th year.

We're incredibly grateful to all our members, families, donors, 

sponsors, the wider Indian community, and everyone who played a 

significant role in making this event a success.

Here's to the next 25 years and beyond.

Warm regards to all.

Romy Lodh - Shrravonii Paul



Down the Memory Lane

Immigrants, all over the world, start looking for their own identity. Towards the 

end of the 20th century, it was pretty much the same story with the Bengalis 

who migrated to Iowa and started looking for their own identity. Those were 

the pre-9-11 days, life was easier, the world was less polluted, people were 

more trusting, and the environment was conducive to the growth of religious 

and cultural activities. What the Bengali immigrants were looking for was a 

platform. It all started in 1985 with the celebration of the first Saraswati Puja in 

Latika BhatnagarΩs Iowa City house, followed by almost yearly such Puja 

celebrations at the International Center lounge of the University of Iowa, and 

Spring or Fall (Bijoya) cultural events either at the basement of Wesley Hall (120 

N. Dubuque St) or McBride Hall auditorium of the University of Iowa. Jishnu and 

Jayeeta Sen were involved in cultural activities from the very early days, and 

their hard work and sincerity indeed paid off. Sumita Ghosh was the anchor of 

religious activities. Every year we waited for the new arrivals and looked for 

what talents they have brought with them to showcase to all of us. Indeed, 

many of them had talents in dance, music, and acting. We started putting 

together small performances in and around the campus of the University of 

Iowa. Resources were scarce, but there was no shortage of enthusiasm.

Following the Y2K scare (some may not be familiar with this now) near the turn 

of the millennium, there was an influx of software professionals in the Cedar 

Rapids area, which boosted the Bengali population. Although many of them 

were here for a very short period, some took interest in these activities, and the 

question of forming an official platform came up. In one summerafternoon of 

1997, there was a meeting of the Bengalis, where the name Suchona was 

chosen for the new organization..

Sukumar Ghosh



Satyapriya Roy (then a Rockwell employee) was instrumental in drafting 

the first constitution and the first governing body consisted of Latika 

Bhatnagar, Kalpataru Barman (he later started Calcuttaweb.com), Diptesh 

Das, Sukumar Ghosh (President), Malay Kar, Runa Musib, Malasri Das-Roy 

(Treasurer), Jishnu Sen (Secretary). Since then, sadly, three members, 

Latika Bhatnagar, Satyapriya Roy, and Malay Kar passed away

Starting Durga puja was, however, another story. During the late 80s most 

of us used to go to Chicago for the Puja celebration. During the 90Ωs some 

of us started attending Durga Puja at the Hindu Temple of Minneapolis. In 

1997, we found out that the Minneapolis Hindu Temple was planning to 

bring a new image of Durga from Kolkata. 

So we inquired what will be done to the current idol and learned that they 

would perhaps give it away to some organization. Immediately, 

negotiations started, and after some time, Minneapolis Hindu Temple 

authorities informed that they were willing to give it to us for a donation 

of $101, on condition that we have to perform Durga puja regularly. So, 

one morning in 1998, Dr. Chirantan Ghosh and I drove to Minneapolis, and 

carried the idol back to Iowa City in a minivan. It was placed in the puja 

room of our house in Iowa City. This is the idol that we had worshipped till 

2018 for our Durga puja.

The first Durga Puja of Iowa was 
held in Central Park Presbyterian 
Church, 1700 B Ave NE, Cedar 
Rapids. It was a grand success 
and received good press coverage 
too



Picnics and get-togethers

The old idol was moved to the Hindu temple of Eastern Iowa in Cedar 

Rapids, and from there it was shifted to the Vedanta Society of Iowa, 

housed at the residence of Tirthankar and Nandini Banerjee in Cedar 

Rapids.

The first Durga Puja of Iowa was held in Central Park Presbyterian Church, 

1700 B Ave NE, Cedar Rapids. It was a grand success and received good 

press coverage too. For various reasons, we failed to acquire the same 

venue for the next yearΩs puja and had to shift to a different facility in 

Atkins, about 10 miles west of Cedar Rapids. Note that the Hindu Temple in 

Cedar Rapids was not there at that time, and our Durga puja was attended 

by many people outside the Bengali community. Since the third year (i.e.

2000) the puja has been consistently held in the Scottish Rite temple in 

downtown Cedar Rapids, except for 2007, when exorbitant rent escalation 

forced us to move the puja to a smaller facility in North Liberty. In 2001, the 

famous Bengali poet Joy Goswami was visiting Iowa City as a part of the 

International Writers Program of the University of Iowa, and he was an 

honored guest of our Durga puja celebration, where he participated by 

reciting poems from his own book, as well as poems on the 9/11 incident 

(that he learned about first handduring his stay in Iowa City). Over the past 

few years, due to the rising cost, the venue of Durga Puja had been shifted 

to different places in the neighborhood ςthese include a smaller hall at the 

Scottish Rite Temple in Cedar Rapids, the Montgomery Hall in Iowa City 

Fairgrounds and the Clear Creek Amana School in Tiffin, Iowa.



Suchona is also proud of its philanthropic endeavors: for the first 4-5 years 

since starting Durga puja, Suchona was able to make small donations to local 

and international charities. It was a good gesture to the state and the 

community that we live in. For some reasons, the practice has not been 

continued in the subsequent years.

We were fortunate to have Mr. Krishna Sastry, a resident of Cedar Falls, IA as 

our priest for Durga puja -- he continued with this for several years. We 

appreciate his sincerity and dedication. Never did he accept any money in 

exchange for his services ςinstead, he donated to various charities whatever 

money Suchona offered him. Unfortunately, a few years ago, he suddenly 

passed away. Since then Viraj Anavkar of Cedar Rapids has taken over as the 

priest of our Durga Puja. His sincerity, humility and dedication are really 

admirable.

The main driving force behind SuchonaΩs onward march was a vibrant cultural 

base. For more than decade, every year, Suchona members would regularly 

meet and rehearse for the cultural events to be staged during Durga Puja. 

There were no social media or Google hangout at that time -- during the 

summer months, enthusiastic members would assemble at the University of 

Iowa Field House for drama and dance rehearsals under the able guidance of 

Jishnu and Jayeeta Sen, often accompanied by Subhasis Mukherjee, then a 

resident of Moline. Subhasis himself was an accomplished Tablaplayer, and

served as a resource person for contacting well-known musicians from India.



During Durga Puja, there was such a strong participation of the Bengalis from 

Iowa City, Cedar Rapids, Ames, Bettendorf and Moline that we would often 

forget that we were living outside India.

I did not try to name the numerous other people who actively participated 

and contributed to the activities of Suchona, since any omission will offend 

people whose names may have been inadvertently left out. Also, my 

summary is heavily biased towards the first 10-12 years of Suchona, since 

during the subsequent years, my contact with mainstream activities of 

Suchona faded quite a bit. Nevertheless, this article will give the readers an 

idea about the history of Suchona, and I hope that the younger generation 

will build on this foundation to take Suchona to new heights.

Durga Pujo celebrations with the new

idol , pic from 2019 Durga Pujo held at 

Unitarian Universalist Society



Ϣ϶ψϗϩϞϢϩϻϔϢ϶ψϗϩ
Message from Raajhorshee De 

Ϣ϶ψϗϩϞӘӛϚωϞιϘϟϻЯϢϚϩηϻσϊϩϗϩηζϜϩϞζҍϪϞσϻϛѧϩ| 

εϻϗσ ϻϟϩϚωϞζϞϓϩϞϢϩϻϔεϻϗσ ϻϟϩӋϷϪϓ, εϻϗσϻϟϩυҮ, 

εϻϗσϗϩϚϟϩσϔϩ, εϻϗσϢϪϓӬϣϻϚηӍҗ..

ζϜϩϞσϟσϩϓϩϞεϻϗσϘϳϻϞϩϻϗϩσϜϻϞϐЫϩϚϒϱζϞοϞϢϳҏϞ

ϼϕτϻϓϚϞϢϳϠϩҍϢ϶ψϗϩϞϢϩϻϔεϻϗσϪϕϗϖϻϞϝϳє| εϻϗσύϩϘϔοϞϩ

νσϢϩϻϔψϟϻωϢ϶ψϗϩϞϢϩϻϔ| οϞϩIOWA ϼϓϔϩϻσ|

Ϣ϶ψϗϩϞӘӛζϞζϜϩϻϕϞФϩϦνσύϩϗϚϊғϣϻϟϩ| ЫϩϚϒϱζϞ

ϢϳϠϩҍФϻϝϩϊϗϩσϞϻϟϗζϞζϜϩϞϘϪϞψϩϟϗϩϦϾϓϞϱϣϻϟϩϗϓϵϗ

ϚϩЇϟϩωϪϚϢϩϕϩϞϻχϞϘϷϪϔϚϱ|

ζϘϗϩϻϕϞФϩϔЉϗϩ, ϛσϩϜϗϩ, ϛϩϻϟϩϚϩϢϩϼϝϗϢϚϢϜϦζϜϩϻϕϞ

Ϣϩϻϔϔϩϻσ| Ϣ϶ψϗϩϞϊϳϻϗϞιЂϢϚϼϔϻσϕϳњϩϘϳϻϊϩζϞϓϩϞϘϞ

ϪϞϪϟϊ-IOWA ϼϓζϢϻϚϢϩϕϩϞϻχϞϘϷϪϔϚϱ| σϻϦσϪϕϻϗϞεϻϘЯϩ

ϜϩО|

ϛϩϻϟϩϔϩσϻϚϗϢϚϩητϳϚ...

ϞϩϊϪϡЉ



Photograph by Stuti Gupta

Photograph by SnigdhaDutta



ϼϠϡηϻѧ(εϒϳυҮ)

ϬϊЂϕϩϠ

-ε ҐϓϱϞϪϗϔϞϠϞϱϞύϩϪϗϜϓϟϩҹϠϩϻϗϞψϵϪҲϻϓϑϵϪσϻϦϪϕϻϦεϜϻϞϠ

ζϞεϪϗҏӬҹϠϩϻϗϞϼυϻύϞιϻҬϩϪϕϻσϞψϩϻϦϞϼϕϩσϩϻϗϞϼϚϬѬϻϓνϻϢ

ϚϻϢίϘϩϠϩϘϩϪϠί

ϚϻϢηεϜϻϞϠϛϩϻϚ, ϘϩђϩζύϚωϞϘϞνηϛϩϻϚ, εϪϗҏӬϞνϓσϩωϩσϩϪω

ϚϻϢζϻωϼϢίε ҐϓϱϞϜϳτύϩϼϛϻϢοϻώίνϜϗύϩηϻϓϩϼψϻϦϪωϟ

ε Ґϓϱ, ϓϩηϗϩ? ϼϠϡϪϕϗϘϝЉҍϼψϻϦϪωϟϚϩϘζϞϼωϻϟϞϪϜύϜϩύϣϻϦ

ϝϩσ, ϝϩϻϓζϚϩϞϢϚϩηζϻυϞϜϓνσϢϩϻϔϔϩσϻϓϘϩϻϞίσϜϼψҼϩο

σϻϞϪϗίε ҐϓϱϞϘϻЯϝϓτϩϪϗσϞϩϢҧϚϪωϟ, ϓϩϞϼϔϻσϼϚϠϱη

σϻϞϪωϟίϓϚϳϘϩϻϞϪϗ.........

εϜϻϞϻϠϞυϩϼφЅϻϢϚϻϢϫώσνσησϔϩεϪϗҏӬοϛϩϚϪωϟίϚϩϪϤϼωϻϤ

ψϻϟζϢϩϞϘϞϼϔϻσζϞϼσϩϗϪϕϗϜϩϻϦϞϜϳϻτϼϢηζϻυϞϋϟϜϻϟϣϩϪϢ

ϼϕτϻϓϘϩϦϪϗεϪϗҏӬίεϻϗσϚϩϞϜϻϗϣϻϦϻω, ϜϩϻϦϞσϔϩϼϛϻϚηϗϩ

ϣϦ.........ϓϚϳϚϩϚϩϞϜϓηϪϗϻϊϞηϻυϩϼϔϻσϼϚϞϩϻϓϘϩϻϞϪϗ! ηϢ, ϜϩϝϪϕ

ντϗϼϕτϻϓϼϘϓ.....

εϜϻϞϠζϞεϪϗҏӬϞσϔϩ ϻϟϩϗϻϓϼϘϻϦοϼσϜϗεϕЁϛϵϓϪϗϪϚЉσϩϞ

ϔϩϻσε Ґϓϱί ϖϳϼώϩЅϻύϞϼσϩϻϒνσύϩϣϩҪϩϓϩϬѧϻϟӬϞϣϩϪϢίνϓϪϕϻϗ

νηӍϩϔЉϘϞϜϩϗϳϡϕϳϻύϩϻσε ҐϓϱτϳϚϛϩϟσϻϞϪψϻϗϼυϻωίσϩϟϼϔϻση

ζϚϩϞνϞϩζϻυϞϜϓηϔϩσϻϚίε Ґϓϱϊϩϻϗ, ҹϠϩϻϗϚϻϢνϢϚ

ϛϩϚϩύϩηϕ Ϟ! ϓϚϳ, ϓϚϳϛϱϡϒηϻѧϣϦζϞοτϩϪϗσύϩϢϜϦϖϻϞ

ϘϳϤϻϓ............



Mati Khanti, Khanti Mati
(SaveSoil.org)  
[by Romy Lodh]

Some time back, Sri Sri RamaKrishna Paramhansa had uttered the simple 

truth, ñTaka Mati, Mati Takaò (Literal translation: Money is soil, soil is 

moneyé implying money is as worthless as soil, which is considered to be of 

little value to the common man. People run after money, but money cannot 

buy real happiness). Unfortunately, the majority of humanity did not truly 

understand his words and instead implicitly or explicitly believed in, ñTaka 

Khanti, Khanti Takaò (implying money is very valuable). And now, Iôd like to 

share with you that if we continue on our current course of unconscious 

negligent behavior toward soil or the environment in general, pretty soon we 

will all be saying, ñMati Khanti, Khanti Mati!ò (Soil is very valuable). Well it 

has always been so but many have ignored that fact for the most part.

In early 2022 I first heard the phrase, ñSoil is going extinctò and I thought 

what a ridiculous notion it is given that we live on a giant mudball! As I got 

involved with the Conscious Planetôs SaveSoil movement, I understood that it 

is cultivable/agricultural soil that is going extinct. And non-cultivable soil 

means no agriculture, so no food production. It is that simple!

I am a SaveSoil volunteer (one of 16mil+) and Iôm helping spread awareness 

of the global soil crisis. The Save Soil (SaveSoil.org) movement aims to save 

(cultivable) soil from extinction by raising awareness among 4 billion+ people 

and increasing organic content in soil to a minimum of 3-6% through policy 

changes across all nations.



Issue: (Agricultural) Soil is going extinct i.e. we wonôt be able to grow 

food in the future due to desertification. Agriculture, deforestation, and 

other factors have degraded and eroded topsoil at alarming rates. 

Globally, 52% of agricultural land is already degraded. The planet is in 

crisis. If current rates of soil degradation continue, this would be the end 

of life as we know it. By 2050 90% of the world's soil could be degraded 

i.e. within the lifetime of the majority of the people alive today, especially 

the youth. 

Solution: Governments across the world need to introduce policies to 

reverse desertification by increasing organic content in soil to a minimum 

of 3% to 6%. 

How: YOU and I can help raise awareness of the soil crisis amongst our 

family, friends, colleagues, and on social media by using the hashtag 

#SaveSoil and sharing a soil fact from SaveSoil.org or other credible 

sources. 

You can also join the Save Soil movement here

(https://consciousplanet.org/action-now) and help spread the word on 

social media (only needs ~10min/day of your time). Since the Save Soil 

movement started, so far 74 nations have signed Memorandums of 

Understanding or shown their support for the movement. Additionally, UN 

organizations, such as UNCCD and the Food and Agriculture 

Organization, the World Economic Forum, and many other global 

organizations support the Save Soil movement. Global leaders, such as 

Dr. Jane Goodall and Klaus Schwab, soil scientists, such as Dr. Rattan 

Lal and Dr. Jo Handelsman, and influencers, such as Tom Brady, will-i-

am, and Rosario Dawson, also have

come together in support of the movementé among many other 

supporters (https://consciousplanet.org/our-supporters). The Save Soil 

movement has been featured on The Daily Show with Trevor Noah, The 

Guardian, and many other major news and social media platforms. 



I had also reached out to Iowa soil expert, Dr. Rick Cruse of Iowa State 

University, and he immediately agreed to support 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCC3xtE2Nmc) this great cause. In 

a 2018 TEDx talk [https://youtu.be/3mCIrxhNsBs] (not related to the 

#SaveSoil movement) he said Soil is being lost in Iowa TEN times faster 

than it is being replaced! This goes to show that while scientists across 

the globe are aware of the crisis, we need the masses to raise their 

voices so that governments are encouraged to make appropriate policy 

changes to save soil. 

Few other areas where I have been able to bring awareness in our 

Iowa: ǒSaveSoil information booth at the University of Iowaôs 

Decarbonization Summit during Earth week, Apr 21, 2022 

ǒIowa City Community School District (ICCSD) superintendent, 

Matt Degner, agreed to bring awareness of the SaveSoil 

movement in our local schools. Currently there is traction in the 

elementary schools and that effort is just getting started. 

ǒInformation booth at the Iowa City Farmerôs market 

ǒShared information and posters at the Iowa State Capitol 

in Des Moines ǒPresented to about 30 students at a 

middle school summer camp 

ǒCoralville Mayor, Meghann Foster, proclaimed March 21, 2023 as 

SaveSoil Day. And, with YOUR support, we can have a much broader 

reach in Iowa and the rest of the world!

Thank you for your time and efforts on sustainability for our and the next 

generationôs future. 

#SaveSoilé Letôs make it happen!

The issue and solution in one picture:



The issue and solution in one picture:



Kiss the Ground: A must watch documentary! (Available 

on Netflix, Youtube or for free on SaveSoil.org) 



Clicks with Herky and Cy! 

Dancing with Masai in Kenya - #SaveSoil Edition :)





Ma Durga

Artist - Rijh Chatterjee

9 years

This world is 
but a canvas 
to our 
imagination !

- Henry David

Thoreau 

Pic 1- Mamma ïBaba

Pic 2 ïOptimus Prime

Artist ïKrish Sengupta

5 years



Pic1

Summer Days

Pic 2

Our Universe in 

a nutshell 

Artist: 

Adhrit Kalaver



Pic1

Portrait of 

Soccer Player

Pic 2

Messi 

Artist: 

Advait Kalaver


