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What did Pope Francis say this time?

I was particularly ruminating on this during the recently past feast of Saint Patrick: a bishop who was born to a
clerical family, his father having been a deacon and his grandfather a priest (a fact which is curiously omitted
from Patrick's biography in the 1913 Catholic Encyclopedia). The latest papal kerfluffle was over the Pope's

answers to some questions in an interview in the German newspaper Die Zeit. To quote a CNS article:

He was also asked about the possibility of allowing married "viri probati" -- men of proven virtue
-- to become priests.
"We have to study whether 'viri probati' are a possibility. We then also need to determine which

tasks they could take on, such as in remote communities, for example," Pope Francis said.

The remarks caused enough waves that I even overheard the kind old ladies who come to my workplace to knit
once a week talk about it! Of course, there was no discussion on what Pope Francis meant by the phrase viri
probati. (That would be "proven men", presumably of advanced age and known piety such as older married
deacons, who would be ordained as supply priests to help the established clergy.) In most people's imaginations,
whether they're for or against it, any talk of opening the priesthood to married men is taken to mean that
seminaries will soon be flooded with young newlywed guys. That may well be the fate of the old Latin
discipline by the end of my natural lifetime, but in the spirit of my blog's tagline, "Applying old-world solutions
to new-world problems", you dear readers will indulge me in the following thought experiment about a model

of priesthood which has passed into obscurity but may find renewed usefulness in the not-too-distant future....

First, I tack on my disclaimer that, of course, as "there are those who make themselves eunuchs for the kingdom
of heaven's sake", the path of celibacy is a higher calling than that of marriage. Obligatory celibacy for priests
has been a part of the Latin tradition for a thousand years. Even the so-called "Anglican" Personal Ordinariate
of the Chair of St Peter to which I belong, which uniquely relies on a mostly married presbyterate of former
Anglican clerics, still affirms that the model of celibate priests formed in the traditional seminary system is
preferred. The Ordinariate places high hopes on its four traditional seminarians (one of whom is a longtime

friend of mine), and so do I.

Now with that out of the way....
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As vocations in the mainstream Church continue to hemorrhage, the existing body of diocesan priests will be
stretched further and further. Some priests are already pastors of three or four parishes, all which formerly had
three or four assisting curates each. In such conditions, they have little time to really see to the needs of the
faithful in their care, or even, critically, their own souls through prayer and private reflection. The whole

Church then suffers from poor ministry.

And before someone points to the large number of men applying to places like the FSSP's Our Lady of
Guadalupe Seminary (a fine institution which two friends of mine attend).... while it's certainly true that
vocations to certain traditional seminaries such as those of the FSSP or Institute of Christ the King are faring
much better, these are still single institutions that must serve the needs of entire continents. The fruits of their
labor remain out of reach in most places, even in most major metropolitan centers. There are still many
communities that haven't yielded a single priest despite celebrating the old rites exclusively for five or ten years
at a time. By contrast, your average pre-conciliar parish yielded one or two seminarians per year. Considering
that some saints have written that God calls as many a third of the general Catholic population to clerical or

religious life, I'd say even "traddies" have a shortage of vocations.

To close, I'm certainly not suggesting that my suggestion for ordaining simplex priests be rolled out during this
tumultuous pontificate (not that anyone from the Vatican is reading my blog, anyway). I believe we'll have to
wait for the vocational winter to truly hit us over the course of the next 15 or 20 years as the last remnants of
the big vocation boom of the 1950's and early '60s retire and die out. Once the diocesan structures enter a total
freefall and the existing diocesan clergy begin to burn out in record numbers, I'll dust off this old blog entry and
see if anyone bites. That said, if my dismal forecast of the future state of vocations is completely off-base and
there's a renaissance with four or five unmarried, full-time priests staffing each parish once again, I'll very

gladly accept being wrong.

(For the record, I would not seek to become a simplex priest, even if asked. That's definitely not my calling.)
plexT ) ) ) g

Posted by The Modern Medievalist at 1

Labels: married priests, Pope Francis, priesthood, simplex priests

43 COMMENTS:

e skladach March 20, 2017 at 4:28 PM

You make a very good case for Latin-rite simplex priests. The comparison with auxiliary bishops
(mutatis mutandi) is a keen observation. Simplex priests would have no "jurisdiction" over a parish or
in the internal forum in the Sacrament of Penance. Yet they would be a tremendous help to the priests
with full faculties. (P.S. I'm grateful to the intercession of Ven. Solanus Casey for helping me to get back

to work one year when I had a debilitating illness.)

Reply

- A Sinner March 20, 2017 at 6:29 PM

I proposed this on my old blog a long time ago.

I'm not sure why the requirements would be any different than for married permanent deacons,
though? Why must a man wait ten extra years to be a priest simplex than to be a deacon? And I'm not
sure why the training model would have to be all that different from that of permanent deacons
(apprenticeship versus night-and-weekend classes for a few years; why invent a whole new parallel

program?)
The baptism and marriage thing seems already similar to permanent deacons.

I agree that preaching and confessions are not things we want people doing willy-nilly; even most

priests and deacons today are not good at them.

Still, I've always thought you could make a rule like "no seperate advice, just assign these set penances
out of a book" to priests simplex, and for preaching at Masses that require it, you could always have

them read a canned patristic sermon, or simply relay a sermon prepared by the pastor or bishop.
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Reply

Replies

. The Modern Medievalist March 21, 2017 at 12:54 AM

Long time no see, "A Sinner". Where've you been!? I'm at least glad to know you're still out

there, reading my stuff. I'm sorry if I missed your post about simplex priests before.
Why must a man wait ten extra years to be a priest simplex than to be a deacon?

I suggest that merely as a safeguard to ensure young men put first consideration toward a

celibate vocation. Some say that if married priests become a "thing", young men will
purposefully put off vocational discernment until they get married. But, if the minimum age
is 45, you're not going to have many guys wait around until they're that old just to become
simplex priests. It's the same principle as mandating 35 for the diaconate. Is it logical when
transitional deacons can be only 25? Of course not, but the rule is there to encourage men to

consider priesthood first. (And to discourage men with small children from applying.)

"And I'm not sure why the training model would have to be all that different from that of
/ o
permanent deacons (apprenticeship versus night-and-weekend classes for a few years; why

invent a whole new parallel program?)"

Haven't thought this part out too much. I suppose it could be largely the same. On the other
hand, I actually envision a deacon's formation being more rigorous than a simplex priest's.
The difference is because the deacon isn't ordained to be a "simplex deacon". His existence is
to be a normative part of church life. Simplex priests are more of an emergency measure.

d

"The baptism and marriage thing seems already similar to permanent deacons."

Right. Ideally, not just any priest, but the pastor himself performs both of these. However, a
pastor can delegate to a simplex priest. And of course, deacons can do them, too, but I also
respect the Eastern idea that a deacon should only be serving, not officiating those
sacraments. So in my imagination, deacons are at the bottom of the ladder for asking to do
baptisms and weddings, after simplex priests. (Deacons may be preferred over priests to do
other things, though, like serve Mass.)
And yes, I forgot to mention the penitentials and homilaries which were often consulted by

medieval priests of little formal education. Good thinking there.

Reply

Jeff March 20, 2017 at 11:01PM

It would be hard to open the door a crack and not have it swing wide open. Many bishops would be
tempted to use the viri probati to not only say Mass but give them faculties to hear confessions, marry,
baptize, bury and preach. After all, it's a lot easier to ordain someone with a shorter training period
than the current seven years it takes to train and ordain a priest. What happened in the late medieval
period was there were hordes of simplex priests who could say Mass but lacked a basic understanding of
Catholic theology. When the Protestant wave swept over Christendom they were ill prepared to resist
it. Trent was right to recognize that one of the reasons the Protestants gained so many converts was the
ignorance of the Catholic clergy, and the remedy was the seminary that turned out well-educated priests

who could educate their flocks.

It's a well-intentioned idea to use viri probati to combat the vocations crisis. However, as the Modern
Medievalist pointed out, there was no shortage of priests in the pre-Vatican II days. The number of
vocations nosedived after Vatican II and the changes that made the Mass into Cranmer's Lord's Supper,
desacralized and demystified. Interestingly, the same thing happened during the so-called Reformation
period in England. In the 15 years before Henry VIII broke with Rome, in the one diocese of Exeter,
Bishop Vesey ordained an average of 48 men a year. From 1535-1543 only 60 men in total became

priests. When the traditionalist Vesey was replaced by Coverdale, a radical Protestant, only five men
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e

. A Sinner March 22, 2017 at 7:23PM

I'm under the impression that most permanent deacons are not salaried employees. You
might be able to solve the shortage by ordaining them all, but if you had to pay them
all...forget about it. This is my point about affordability.

The Mormons run their whole organization on a volunteer basis. Meanwhile we Catholics
get tired of hearing that we need to pay more and more to support some lazy alcoholics who
do things that we ourselves know we could do ourselves better (and would be willing to do

on a volunteer basis!) if only the system allowed us to.

Basically, we're getting tired of them holding the sacraments hostage to get us to open our

wallets and pay for their awfully cushy and safe lifestyle.

Matt March 22, 2017 at 7:38 PM

It really would depend on the individual parish's finances. Still, point taken.

Reply

Albrecht von Brandenburg March 21, 2017 at 6:20 PM

It would work - there are only people who don't want it to, and don't have their priorities right. And
here, I'm not thinking of gigantic US-type parishes with 10,000 or more parishioners, but the smaller

European type.

And besides, after the consecration of Russia, with the destruction of the post-catholic usury-based

economy, all sorts of things will become more affordable.

Re usury: http://www.superflumina.org/contents_economic_problems.html

Reply

A Sinner March 22, 2017 at 5:42PM

But the celibacy itself? If they're doing it for love of a God, surely we don't have to worry about them

not doing it just because it's no longer bootstrapped, or switching away to a non-full-time model.

Reply

Albrecht von Brandenburg March 23, 2017 at 12:57 AM

The average heterosexual priest is not doing it for love of God, but because it's the only way to get
certain people with entitlement mentalities to keep their mouths shut. They think the clergy should

constantly suffer for their benefit.

Reply

Albrecht von Brandenburg March 23, 2017 at 12:57 AM

The average heterosexual priest is not doing it for love of God, but because it's the only way to get
certain people with entitlement mentalities to keep their mouths shut. They think the clergy should

constantly suffer for their benefit.

Reply
Matt March 23, 2017 at 11:43 AM
This comment has been removed by the author.

Reply

AJ April 1, 2017 at 4:50PM
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As a heterosexual seminarian, I'll bite. I'm not so moronic as to give up wife and children which I
ardently desire to appease a few people who can't imagine having a married priest. I am doing it because
it sets the priesthood apart from the world, and therefore the sacraments too even for those who simply
do not understand them. People intuitively understand that celibacy means giving your life for

something, and recognise that vocation as sacred. And did not christ suffer for our benefit?

I have no problem with married clergy, simplex or otherwise, but think that continence should be made
the norm for them, even if temporary. I believe a recognition that marriages can be fruitful in
continence (see Josephite marriages) and an acceptance of candidates offering this would be of great

benefit to the church.

Reply

e Albrecht von Brandenburg April 2, 2017 at 5:53 PM

Ah but that's the problem - the secular clergy are NOT set apart from the world. One of the problems of
the counter-reformation was the destruction in many devout minds of the distinction between the

priesthood and monasticism.

Reply

e Albrecht von Brandenburg April 19, 2017 at 9:21PM
Make clerical marriage great again.

Reply

John April 25,2017 at 1:59 AM
But offering Mass is the one part of the priesthood where celibacy is most important.

Reply

e Albrecht von Brandenburg April 28, 2017 at 11:20PM
Ritual purity has been abrogated.

Reply

G Albrecht von Brandenburg April 28, 2017 at 11:21PM
Ritual purity has been abrogated.

Reply

Replies

John May 5, 2017 at 11:05 AM

That's a shame.

Reply

@ Albrecht von Brandenburg May 5, 2017 at 8:39 PM
It's not a shame, it's Divine Law.

Reply

e Albrecht von Brandenburg May 5, 2017 at 8:39 PM
It's not a shame, it's Divine Law.

Reply
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! AGBAZARA TEMPLE May 31, 2017 at 7:28 AM

Hello my name is Nico from London i know a renowned spell caster who helped me when i had

problems in my marriage with my Husband. if you need a right place to solve your relationship
problems contact DR.AGBAZARA TEMPLE on: ( agbazara@gmail.com ) OR WHATSAPP

+2348104102662 he is the right choice. he is a great man that has been

Reply

Anonymous June 3, 2017 at 6:51AM

Wait until that handsome educated erudite "simplex priest" is counseling "wives" or is doing various
intensive parish work with young engaged women or attractive "bored" or "ignored" middle aged
women on a routine basis.

In this day & age the "simplex married priest" is a literal violent disaster waiting to happen.

Start teaching parishes and chapels fasting after midnight for Holy Communion and see what happens
for vocations in 5 years.

I hope & pray this doesn't happen.

Reply

G Albrecht von Brandenburg June 4, 2017 at 2:24 AM

How about celibacy acting as a stalking horse forvthe homosexualisation ofvthe Latin-rite priesthood??

Not going to happe- oops!!

Reply

G Albrecht von Brandenburg June 4, 2017 at 2:24 AM

How about celibacy acting as a stalking horse forvthe homosexualisation ofvthe Latin-rite priesthood??

Not going to happe- oops!!
Reply
Replies

Anonymous June 4, 2017 at 9:44PM

Say again?

Reply

Anonymous July 30, 2017 at 8:14PM

Great content indeed.
Very Useful post.
Thanks for providing it
TnuaRan

Reply
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