
Matthews Family 
 
1.  Henry Matthews, born about 1830 in Maryland, was a farm laborer when he 
was counted in the 1870 census for Three Creeks, Union County, Arkansas. In his 
household were his inferred wife Sarah (age 50, born in North Carolina) and 
children born in Arkansas: Cornelia (age 16), Elizabeth (age 14), Sophina (age 
10), Nancy (age 7), Susan (age 5) and William (age 2) Matthews. Also living with 
them was Alfe Busley (age 18).1  
 
On 21 September 1871 Henry mortgaged two bales of cotton (each weighing 450 
pounds) and 100 bushels of corn. The crops were planted on the plantation of 
Julius K. Sheppard in Union County. The mortgage was made to B.R. Matthews of 
the town of El Dorado, Union County, for a loan $72.29.2 
 

 

2 Union County Deed Book N, p. 384; 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSKN-B9HL-M?i=622&lang=en 

1 1870 U.S. census, Union County, Arkansas, population schedule, Three Creeks Post Office,  p. 479A (stamped), 
dwelling 35, family 35, Henry Matthews; imaged at Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 30 May 2025); 
citing NARA microfilm publication M-593, roll 65. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11yJM4i_Fw6HjgEPdRbAih3_Tjx5NBa-F/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12l5FROdD2kzkbqPEegA0yVIMe0D2jUbb/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSKN-B9HL-M?i=622&lang=en


Henry may have been one of the two 21-year-old Black males listed in the 1850 
slave schedule for B.R. Matthews in Union County in 1850. B.R. Matthews is 
same man to whom Henry mortgaged his crop in 1871 
 

 
 
And he may have been the 28-year-old Black male in B.R Matthews’ 1860 slave 
schedule: 

 
 

(Ages in the early census and slave schedules were often just rough estimates.) 
 
By 25 January 1873, Henry owned an 8-year-old horse, a 12-year-old mare, and 
two milk cows with calves. He mortgaged them to John B. Speers for $400 to pay 
for supplies to raise a crop of cotton and corn on a farm located 13 miles west of El 
Dorado.3 

3 Union County Deed Book P, pp. 351-2; 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3QG-19ZF-B?i=556&lang=en 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YgGX6e7gKAe07sceUvDBAuu-cQvrCLnd/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3QG-19ZF-B?i=556&lang=en


 
In the 1880 census (p1, p2) for Cornie Township, Union County, Henry was listed 
under the name Clown Matthews (age 50), working as a farmer rather than a farm 
laborer. His household included wife Caroline (age 38), daughter Susan (age 16), 
daughter Eliza (age 16), son William (age 12), son Richard (age 11), and daughters 
Elizabeth (age 9), Carrie (age 7), and Mattie Matthews (age 9 months).4  (Clown 
was also the surname of a white family in Union County.) 
 
Henry was the father of 
2 i. Cornelia, born about 1854. 

ii. Elizabeth1, born about 1856, married or had a daughter named Lucy 
Rogers by a man named Rogers before 1880 when she was counted in 
Cornelia’s household for the census. 

3 iii. Sophina, born about 1860. 
iv. Nancy, born about 1863, counted in the 1900 census for Cornie Township 

with 6 of her 7 children in the household adjoining A.J.  Moore.  
v. Susan, born about 1865. 
vi. William, born about 1868. 
vii. Richard, born about 1869. 
vii. Elizabeth2, born about 1871, died  
viii. Carrie, born about 1873. 
ix. Mattie, born about September 1879. 

 

4 1880 U.S. census, Union County, Arkansas, pop. sch., Cornie Township, Enumeration District (ED) 275, p. 296D 
(stamped), dwell. 29, fam. 29, Clown Matthews; imaged at Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 30 Mayl 
2025); citing NARA film publication T-9, roll 58. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fwMSVGIdfehCJcchuyDQeSUQ6IGt5obo/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q6aW3B1Mwomy_1d-W7zlflxscevU4XbA/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z-bVon8T58NMts6yKZe8NagAl_fbDAVo/view?usp=drive_link




 



2. Cornelia Matthews, born about 1854 in Arkansas to a father born in Maryland 
and a mother born in Alabama, was listed as widowed or divorced in the 1880 
census. She was head of a household in Three Creeks, Cornie Township, Union 
County, and lived with her daughter Lae? (Black, age 7), son James (Mulatto, age 
5), and an unnamed son (Mulatto, age 3 months). Also in the household were her 
divorced or widowed sister Bettie Rogers (age 23), Bettie’s daughter Lucy (Black, 
age 5), and her sister Sophronia Matthews (age 20). Sophurina's children were 
John (Mulatto, age 4) and Jacob (Black, age 5 months).5 
 

 
 
In the same 1880 census, Cornelia lived in dwelling no. 149 in Cornie Township, 
near William K. Moore (white, age 27, single), who resided in household no. 157 
adjoining the home of his father, A.J. Moore. 
 
By the 1900 census for Cornie Township, Cornelia was listed as single and the 
mother of eight children, all then living. Her household included the following 
children, all recorded as Black: Edward (born May 1883), Ella (born June 1887), 
Pearl (born May 1888), Sam (born May 1893), Sally (born June 1896), and 
Kemper Mathews (born September 1879). 
 

5 1880 U.S. census, Union County, Arkansas, pop. sch., Cornie Township, E.D. 275, p. 303B (stamped), dwell. 149, 
fam. 149, Cornelia Mattheus; imaged at Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com : accessed 30 May 2025); citing NARA 
film publication T-9, roll 58. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FcaWJPnXkQMpgAuFY1RmwMt6EcW2bcrx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FcaWJPnXkQMpgAuFY1RmwMt6EcW2bcrx/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hCeuNCmG7Xfrbl7p3FV4ej75dAKuzbOV/view?usp=drive_link


 
 
In the 1910 census for Cornie Township, William K. Moore was recorded as head 
of a household that included Nely, his servant (widowed, mother of 9 children, 8 
still living), and five children listed as Mulatto servants: Edward (age 24), Ella 
(age 22), Bryant (age 17), Sallie (age 13), and Kemper (age 9). 
 
 
 

 
 

William K. was the owner of his own farm, mortgage-free, and living in the 
household adjoining that of Joseph Moore (Mulatto, age 30).  
 
Cornelia was the mother of 
 i. Leu?, born about 1873. 
 
William K. Moore and Cornelia Matthews were the parents of 

i. James, born about 1875, received property from W. K. Moore by Union 
County deed on 14 November 1907.6 

4 ii. Joseph, born in May 1880. 
iii. Edward, born May 1883. 
iv. Ella, born June 1887. 
v. Pearl, born May 1888. 
vi. Sam/ Bryant, born May 1893. 
vii. Sally, born June 1896. 

6 Union County Deed Book 88, p. 53. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hUxyAOufP6EQLFGGmKm9509OZ_nwWWee/view?usp=drive_link


viii. Kemper, born September 1899. 
 
3.  Sophina (or Sephronia) Matthews, born about 1860, was recorded in the 1880 
census for Cornie Township living with her Mulatto son John (age 4) and Black 
son Jacob (1 year, 5 months) in the household of her older sister Cornelia.  
 
In the 1900 census for Cornie Township, Sophina was listed as the mother of six 
children, five of whom were then living. Her children, recorded as Black, included 
Etta (born May 1886), Mary (born July 1888), and Maggy (born July 1888). 
 

  
 
By 1910, she was recorded in Cornie Township living with her daughter Mary 
Neasley, a widow and mother of two daughters: Amie (age 5) and Vera Neasley 
(age 3). 
 

 
 
Amie and Vera Neasley were likely the children of either William Neasly (born 
August 1883) or Aubry Neasly (born May 1887), both of whom were recorded in 
the 1900 census for Cornie Township in the household of their mother, Augustina 
Bensen. 
 
Fronie was living on Route #1 in Wesson, Union County, on 12 September 1918, 
when her son by Charles Smith, Marshall Charles Smith, registered for the World 
War I draft: 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z-bVon8T58NMts6yKZe8NagAl_fbDAVo/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17tx5W_Z64NNjQpsxHwZ0AtR2iSc9nMS1/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lqWNxXn6Q235qX-XWf3bzmbbIzdsRtHY/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17sMtM5fwKbSrT2GOG6Daf5T_3G96SLiO/view?usp=drive_link


 
 
She was later recorded in Marshall’s household in the 1920 census, when he was a 
widowed father of four children: 
 

 
 

Froney died in Union County on 21 August 1929. 
 
Sophonia/ Sophrinia/ Fronie was the mother of 
5 i. John, born about 1876. 
 ii. Jacob, born about January 1879. 

iii. Marshall Charles Smith, born 2 September 1880, married (1) Maggie 
Davis on 3 November 1901 in Three Creeks. Marshall, son of Charles 
Smith and Fronnie Matthis, died on 31 August 1969 in El Dorado. 
Marshall was probably the son of Charles Smith (age 25) who was 
counted one census page from Sophonia in the 1880 census for Cornie 
Township with his wife Elizabeth. 

 iv. Etta, born in May 1886. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LIDpY5vrPErH83sQ8Rhp5cLRnOgdzLKq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cWtqfwgQ6aSWv0I4pIBvl_2HFZgQCQ64/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OPiDqPQpaeYMEK_cO04-Kgd6D1l_4oDL/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FFS-rqddqm6duIZAesFFwjwtYSIF2yJr/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IqSj4zAyfG5PB45dpWrP5V5P9BE32Fze/view?usp=drive_link


 v. Mary, born in July 1888, mother of Amie and Vera Neasly. 
 vi. Maggy, born in July 1888. 
 
 
4. Joseph Matthews/Moore, born in March 1880, was likely the unnamed 
3-month-old son of Cornelia Matthews listed in her household in the 1880 census. 
On 19 February 1910, he received property from his father, William K. Moore, 
according to the online deed index for Union County Deed Book 49, p. 388: 
 

 
 
Joseph was recorded in the 1920 census for Cornie Township, Union County as a 
farmer who owned his farm free of mortgage. His household included his wife 
Susy (age 38) and their children, all listed as Mulatto: Benjamin (age 19), Mabel 
(age 18), Josie (age 17), Herman (age 15), Pinky (age 13), son Alma (age 12), 
Ursuline (age 9), Isaac (age 5), and daughter Vashti (age 3 years and 10 months). 
 

 
 
Joe (50) and Susie (48) were counted in the 1930 census for Cornie Township with 
their children Vasti (14), Pikie (23), Isaac (15), Thomas (9), and Francella (7).7  
 
Joe Moore died at age 59 in Junction City, Union County on 22 May 1939. His 
death certificate noted that he was the son of William K Moore and Nelie 
Mathews, and the husband of Susie Brown Moore. 
 

7 "United States, Census, 1930", FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XMGV-56M : Fri Mar 
08 07:43:52 UTC 2024), Entry for Joseph Moore and Susie Moore, 1930. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ER-vR_HEEi8MdEqA-8nvI1y41Dk1ehYh/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WxziUqRJ7R0B1r8bdWix8O7s82uHIgkJ/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hbCdGdOmuJMQwN7wIKWuw7GAQYvFBref/view?usp=drive_link


 
 

 
5. John Matthews Moore, born about 1876, was called John Moore when he 
married Ella Sheppard (age 18) in Union County on 23 December 1898.  
 

 
 
In the 1900 census for Cornie Township, John Moore was listed with Ella (age 
20) and their son George (born October 1899). Their household was located 
between that of A.J. Moore on one side and Cornelia Matthews on the other. On 
the opposite side of A.J. Moore lived John’s aunt, Nancy Matthews. 
 
On 10 February 1908, John acquired property from Monroe Bowie, another 
freedman, by Union County deed: 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZGHtxAkl-Tvt6k-js5P8vw-gCjjaqsG7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AssQLCxPpaaaOKdoLNHVW8DXOBoPCXfg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J9P3J1ZEb8VmyRqdL7BQrmO2lzqXnjPc/view?usp=drive_link


 
 
Ihe 1910 census for Wesson, John Moore was listed as the owner (with a 
mortgage) of a farm. Living with him were Ella and their children: George (age 
10), Smead (age 8), and Emma (age 2), along with a boarder, George Hunter 
(age 26). 
 
On 10 January 1911, John Moore and George Sheppard mortgaged property to 
the City National Bank.8  
 

 
 
George Sheppard, who owned his own farm mortgage-free in 1900, was likely a 
relative of John Moore’s wife, Ella Sheppard—possibly her father: 
 

 
 
John Moore may have been the same person as John Spot Moore, who mortgaged 
property in Union County to B.W. Reeves on 7 January 1918.9 
 

 
 
On 14 July 1919, John and Joe Moore leased property in Union County to H.C. 
McKinney: 
  

 

9 Union County Deed Book 51, p. 636;, "Union, Arkansas, United States records," images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSL2-6QQP-F?view=explore : Jun 1, 2025), image 536 of 
645; Image Group Number: 008197439 

8 Union County Deed Book 30, p. 163; FamilySearch, 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSL2-6Q78-K?i=365&lang=en 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cNfdW3Z1kOW-ZXpI-LBa0pen-5Z23mz8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y4yU-h0YxEptVi7TCNSP6Y3_GhsZut0k/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RQn-pHbKuZ-1SQUUUGnIhXbLAZmTHFCn/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1stLhkKpNuHjrCirUTgYu2q5u8qv0Qgbn/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSL2-6QQP-F?view=explore
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSL2-6Q78-K?i=365&lang=en


 
John had died by the time Ella was counted as “widowed” in the 1930 census for 
Wesson with their children: George (19), Smead (18), Emma (12), Herbert (8), 
Booktee (6), and Hary (5).10  
 

 
 
John’s consistent use of the surname Moore rather than Matthews may suggest that 
his father was a member of the Moore family. 
 
John and Ella were the parents of 
 i. George, born about 1900. 
 ii. Smead, born about 1902, died in El Dorado on 13 July 1961. 

iii. Herbert, born 5 February 1911. 
 
 

 
Moore Family 

 
1. Aaron John Moore, born 20 October 1824 in Alabama, married Sarah Kelly 
Reed, widow of Nathan W. Reed, in Union County, Arkansas on 20 May 1849.  
 
He was recorded in the 1860 census for Three Creeks, Cornie Township, with 
$6,700 in real estate and $16,720 in personal estate–primarily enslaved people. In 
the household were his wife Sarah (age 43, born in Tennessee), and children: 
stepson John N. Reed (age 15), Lucy A. Moore (age 10), William K. Moore (age 
8), Sarah J. Moore (age 5), Julia S. Moore (age 2), and John R. Brown (age 25), 
a physician from North Carolina. 
 

10 "United States, Census, 1920", FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MDFG-J26 : Mon Jan 
20 02:24:33 UTC 2025), Entry for Ella Moore and George Moore, 1920. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o5ddxskPxR1fchnyve0GSRbLU3RRsBAw/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N2zMXmRqxuMfdsZgVytEv2xWaouj00US/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/135P-sI94-w-06G4zjfRJNeN0EyOrSWEm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16PpiQsuUoYWPPfthBlv8VuaPDa_H0E2y/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19YkX9yfHlbgbpHcxqdjFZgxKkYpPsN0z/view?usp=drive_link


 
 
Aaron John’s slave schedule for 1860 (p1, p2) included 4 of 15 enslaved people 
who were listed as Mulatto: 

 

 
 
Sarah “Sallie” Kelly Moore, born 29 June 1817 in Franklin County, Tennessee, 
died at age 56 in Union County, Arkansas on 15 July 1873. She was buried in 
Hopewell Cemetery. 
 
Aaron John Moore, born 2 October 1824 in Perry County, Alabama, died at age 77 
in Union County, Arkansas on 27 August 1902. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19CeRTmoNsV_8Mj0qTpVeuE2RZxPjtPKa/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YMyyL07jkfSoARmKsIKwdda8wi_PosIw/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/59724765/sarah-moore
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/59724633/aaron-john-moore


 
 

Aaron John and Sarah Moore were the parents of 
 i. Lucy A., born about 1850. 
 ii. William Kemper, born about 1852. 
 iii. Sarah J., born about 1855. 
 iv. Julia S., born about 1858. 
 
Endnotes: 
1. Other freedmen who owned their own farms in Cornie Township in 1900 
included: 
 
Frank Adderson (1900 census, family # 4), Walter Adderson (#5), Jesse Tatum 
(#6), Frank Adderson (Sr., #8), Jake Tatum (#12), Lowrey Martin (#13), William 
Charles (#15), Ulman Meriwether (#17), Frank Alderson (#18), Walter Fraser 
(#19), Lecor Moore (#21), Alfred Fraser (#22), Dallas Lockhart (#40), Toby 
Meadows (#47), Sebe Thompson (#48), Samuel Griffin (#50), Andy Cooksy (#89), 
Alfred Wiseman (#136), Jeff Davis (#172), Frank Sheppard (#173), Tom Roberson 
(#192), Allen Alen (#198), Straughn Webster (#199), John Daniels (#203), Nelson 
Williams (#207), Henry Fraser (#209), Robert White (#211), Tom Buckner (#217), 
Robert Buckner (#218), John Ramy (#219), G. Armstrong (#224), William Yocum 
(#233), and Askus Stanly (#238).  
 
Twenty five percent of African Americans living in the South owned their own 
land in 1910. Just 35 years after emancipation, more than 425,000 Black families 



had saved enough to buy nearly 20 million acres in the Jim Crow South. However, 
Jim Crow laws led to the Great Migration which led to loss of land and wealth.11 
 
2. Whether someone was listed as “Mulatto” or “Black” in the population and slave 
schedules was subjective. In the 1900 census for Cornie Township, for example, all 
of Cornelia’s children were listed as “Black.” Apparently, some census takers 
simply recorded whether a person was white or African American. 
 
Cornelia and her sister Sophronia may have been the 3- and 5-year-old Mulatto 
girls listed in B.R. Matthews’s 1860 slave schedule—or the 1- and 5-year-old 
Mulatto girls listed under A.J. Moore. Being listed as “Mulatto” did not necessarily 
mean their father was white, only that they may have appeared lighter-skinned than 
others. 
 
A.J. Moore owned Cornelia and Sophronia before emancipation, and four of the 
fifteen enslaved people listed in his 1860 slave schedule were recorded as Mulatto. 
This raises the possibility that A.J. Moore may have fathered children with 
enslaved women himself—perhaps contributing to his apparent tolerance of his son 
William K. Moore’s later relationship with Cornelia, which resulted in several 
children and, eventually, shared residence after A.J. Moore’s death in 1902. 
Sophronia also had children by a white man surnamed Moore, possibly William or 
his brother. 
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Paul Heinegg (paul.heinegg@gmail.com) has over 35 years of experience in genealogical research. He is 
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11 Francis, Dania V., et al. "Black land loss: 1920–1997." AEA Papers and Proceedings. Vol. 112. 2014 Broadway, 
Suite 305, Nashville, TN 37203: American Economic Association, 2022. 

mailto:paul.heinegg@gmail.com


ancestry in early America” and “changed our fundamental understanding of race, slavery, and servitude 
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ancestry of an enslaved family back to the mid-1600s in a journal article that meets rigorous genealogical 
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https://www.amrevmuseum.org/read-the-revolution/african-founders

