July 13, 2026
Jacksonport Town Board
Dear Chairman and Members of the Jacksonport Town Board,
As a follow-up to your recent Town Board meeting, I want to thank you for taking the time to hear from the many local property owners who attended in support of a wake surfing ordinance to protect Clark Lake. As you are aware, a significant number of people made the effort to be present, and several took the opportunity to address the Board during public comment. Their participation demonstrated the strong community interest in protecting the long-term health, safety, and recreational enjoyment of Clark Lake.
On behalf of Protect Clark Lake, I respectfully request that the Town Board place the following item on the agenda for its next regular meeting:
Discussion and Possible Action to Submit the Proposed Wake Surfing Ordinance to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for Statutory Review pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 30.77 (attached).
Submitting the proposed ordinance to the DNR does not enact the ordinance. It simply begins the required 60-day DNR review process, allowing the Town to receive the Department's comments while continuing its own consideration of the ordinance. The DNR review period and the Town's timeline for considering and voting on the ordinance can run concurrently.
Importantly, based on the advice of legal counsel experienced in Wisconsin boating ordinance matters, there is no litigation risk associated with submitting the proposed ordinance to the DNR for statutory review. The Town cannot be sued merely for submitting a proposed ordinance to the DNR. Submission is simply a procedural step required by Wisconsin law before any final action can be taken by the Town Board. Because the ordinance has not been enacted, no legal rights are affected, and no cause of action exists simply because the statutory review process has begun. Moreover, despite the ongoing litigation involving certain Wisconsin wake boating ordinances, 16 Wisconsin municipalities have enacted ordinances restricting or prohibiting artificially enhanced wake boating during 2026 alone, demonstrating that communities across the state continue to move forward with protecting their lakes while the courts consider those legal challenges.
We also encourage Jacksonport to take the lead on this important issue. We sincerely appreciate the Town Board's willingness to do the right thing for Kangaroo Lake by approving a substantially similar wake surfing ordinance to help protect that treasured resource. We respectfully ask you to demonstrate that same leadership for Clark Lake.
Clark Lake is shared by the Towns of Jacksonport and Sevastopol, and your leadership in initiating the statutory DNR review process would send a strong message that protecting the lake's long-term health, safety, and recreational enjoyment is a priority. Beginning the review process does not commit the Town to adopting the ordinance—it simply starts the required statutory review period and ensures that Jacksonport is prepared to act when the Board determines the time is right.
Protect Clark Lake has worked diligently to provide the Board with scientific studies, information from state agencies, examples of ordinances adopted by other Wisconsin communities, and legal guidance regarding the DNR review process. We believe the record clearly demonstrates that Clark Lake's shallow depth and unique characteristics warrant the same protections that have been adopted on many other Wisconsin lakes - of which now there are 92 municipalities  and over 410 lakes protected in Wisconsin.
We respectfully ask the Town Board to place this matter on the agenda for its next meeting and authorize submission of the proposed ordinance to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources so the statutory review period can begin.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this request and for your continued service to the residents of the Town of Jacksonport.
Respectfully,
Chuck Steinmetz
President
Protect Clark Lake LLC
ProtectClarkLake.com

