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The LVIA Community Newsletter—Cherry Chapters—is a monthly publication by the Leona
Valley Improvement Association for and about the people of Leona Valley. Contents are

covered under copyright laws. Material may be quoted with source cited; other use requires
the editor’s or LVIA Board’s approval. The newsletter is published at the first of each month.

DEADLINE: ALL ARTICLES, INFORMATION AND SPONSORS COPY MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE 24TH OF THE MONTH BEFORE THE MONTH IN WHICH IT IS

TO BE USED. PLEASE INCLUDE CONTACT INFORMATION.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 70 YEARS
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Leona Valley Town Council website:
www.leonavalleytc.org
Email - lvtc@leonavalleytc.org

Remember that the Cherry 
Chapters is always available to be 
viewed online at our website: www.
myleonavalley.org.

The benefit is that you can see 
parts of it in color and can check for 
information even if you already 
threw away your hard copy!
Join us all on our social media!
The website for the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association is:
www.myleonavalley.org.
The Facebook page can be found at:  LVIA
Our Instagram account is:
LeonaValley.LVIA
4-H Racketteers website is:
https://sites.google.com/view/
leonavalley4h/home.
Facebook page is at: Leona 
Valley Racketteers. 
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At Your Service…
Editor .........................................Peggy Fuller 270-0771

LVIA BOARD MEMBERS
President.  ………………………Sal Rodriguez  818-447-138
1st Vice President….………………………..Vacant
2nd Vice President………………………………………….Vacant
Treasurer …………………………Peggy Fuller 270-0771
Recording Secretary.  ........Sarah Bonham 310-614-7208
Corresponding Secretary ..................................................Vacantt
Newsletter Editor ........................Peggy Fuller 270-0771
COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS
Membership…………………. Peggy Fuller 270-0771
Community Queens Director:  Angie Hughes 547-0154
Gymkhana Queens Director:
Ciara McGalliard, 233-7776
Building & Rental Schedules ,  Marquee & 
Sign… … … … … … . … … . . Leeann Murray 270-9205

Miss Leona Valley … … . … … … . H a r l e y  K o o n s
Gymkhanas/Arena……………………..Stacy Carames
Cherry Parade………………….Peggy Fuller  270-0771

LVIA MEETINGS
Leona Valley Improvement Association 
meetings are held in the Community 
Building at 8367 Elizabeth Lake Road.

General Meetings are on the third 
Thursday of each month starting at 7:30 
p.m. The public is welcome and invited 
to participate.

CHERRY CHAPTERS
SPONSORSHIP RATES

Business Card $25 per month
$200 per year (12 issues)

1/4 Page $40 per month
$320 per year*

1/2 Page $60 per month
$480 per year*

Full Page $100 per month
$800 per year*

Inserted Flyers $110 per flyer/per issue
(* 12 Issues)

Call Peggy Fuller at 805-382-9914 for details
Our sponsors help underwrite the costs in-

volved in producing this newsletter. All sponsorship
spaces must be prepaid by the 1st of each month.
Checks should be made payable to the Leona
Valley Improvement Association (LVIA).

The information you wish to include as a
Cherry Chapters sponsor should be mailed to
the Leona Valley Newsletter, P.O. Box 783,
Leona Valley, CA 93551 or left in the Leona
Valley Improvement Association (LVIA) box in
Rancher's Market, located at the intersection of
Elizabeth Lake Road and 90th Street West.

Who’s coming back this year to defend their titles as Chili Cook-off Winners?  
Get out your spices and tune up your recipes for our contest on Saturday, February 
7th, from 4 to 7pm.  Get your entry forms in by February 1st - it’s only $10 to enter 
and you can pick your favorite category.  The competition was intense last year so 
we hope everyone is coming back again.  And if you like to eat chili better than 
cooking it, come by to taste all the entries plus get a bowl of chili, cornbread and 
salad for only $10.  A great deal!  And we need a couple more judges too.

If you enjoy the chili, then come back on St. Patrick’s day for another good 
meal.  Just $15 ($12 for members) gets you a big serving of corned beef, potatoes, 
cabbage, carrots and dessert!   Put Tuesday, March 17, 4 to 7pm, on your calendar.

And now for the big news!  LVIA meetings are not always well attended and 
a couple of months ago it was just us three Board members attending to business 
as usual, when a gentlemen came in carrying an old box from a crock pot.  He said 
he wanted to give us something and we feared he was donating the crock pot.  But 
instead he said he had been cleaning out his barn and found this box with old 
papers from LVIA.  He said his wife had been secretary many years ago and had 
kept it all and he hoped we could use it.  We thanked him and moved on.

The holiday season being a busy one, we finally had a chance to look inside 
the box recently.  On top was a promotional insert from the Valley Press in 1988.  
Old, but not too impressive.  Under it was pay dirt!  A very old binder with the 
meeting minutes of LVIA starting with “The first meeting of the Improvement 
Association was held October 12, 1949.”  There were three people present, just 
like at our current meetings!  The more things change, the more they stay the same.

Needless to say, these records are a treasure trove for those us interested in 
Leona Valley history and we will be included snippets from the past every month 
in this newsletter and on our Facebook page.  There are still a few of us around to 
recognize the names of people we knew who were the pioneers of our community.  
And most of our residents still recognize the name Ralph Ritter.

One of the most exciting discoveries in the past minutes was information 
about our Community Building.  We have always heard vague stories about it, but 
now we have the actual details which we will be sharing every month and which 
have inspired us to declare 2026 as the 70th anniversary of our Building.  The 
first LVIA meeting in the Building was held on February 18, 1956.  Up to that 
point, all meetings had been held at the Leona Valley Schoolhouse, and this one 
started there, but after covering other topics, the President adjourned the meeting 
to the new Building for coffee and donuts.  The minutes state that “coffee and 
donuts were served in the building for the FIRST time.”

Our Leona Valley Community Building has served our residents well for the 
past 70 years so it is only fitting that we celebrate that fact this year.  There are only 
a handful of small communities that have a center for activities that is privately 
owned and managed.  It has required the work on many volunteers, willing or 
otherwise, to pay the bills, maintain the premises, run the events and activities, etc.  
It hasn’t always been easy or fun, but we have persevered and we can all look back 
on the great times we have had in all the various organizations that have called the 
Building home for meetings and events.

We have a theme for our 70th anniversary - Raising the Roof!  For us, it has 
two meanings.  First, let’s all get excited about celebrating our achievement!  We 
will have special events all year.  Second, we need to raise enough money to pay 
for a new roof!  It’s been a lot of years since the present one was put on and it is 
time to replace it.  We need about $15,000 and we are asking our community to 
support our goal.  If you are a current LVIA member, please renew your dues.  If 
not, this is a great time to join us as we look forward to another 70 years!

From the LVIA Board…
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Lakes & Valleys Ar� Guild
Our $100 show was a big success!  We sold multiple artworks and our customers took home wonderful 

pieces, either to enjoy themselves or to gift to someone.   The next show started on January 10th and runs until 
February 14th.  The theme is “My Beautiful California”, and the artists did a great job of expressing it.  Many of 
the pieces are for sale so come in, enjoy the view, and consider supporting the artists.  The featured artist for 
the this show is John Massaro, a local photographer.  John described how difficult it is to get great photographs, 
sometimes waiting for hours or days to find the perfect situation.  That’s how he gets shots of bio luminescence 
and the aurora borealis, as well as wildlife.

Our next art show will start February 14th, with a theme of “Mythical Beasts” and the opening will be  
Saturday, February 21st , with Helen Henry as the featured artist.

Our Kid’s Christmas Crafts days were so popular that we have scheduled a series of Kid’s Craft days (see 
flyer below).  We have added a new workshop for artists and crafters who want to share their time with other 
like-minded people.  Our Creator’s Workshop is on the first and third Fridays of each month, from 2 to 4pm.  
Stop in any time and bring your latest project to work on.  Check our website at www.lakesandvalleysartgallery.
org for all of our upcoming events. And be sure to follow us on Facebook.

LAZY T RANCH
“Horse Boarding at its Best”

Tremblay Family Owners Operators

Beautiful Mountain Trails
Birthday Parties

Weddings & Events
4218 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Leona Valley, CA 93551

Joe Mrs. T. Jay
Deceased Deceased 435-9837

(Not yet)
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Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Women’s Club
   A New Year and a New Agenda…

What a way to start the New Year!  A beautiful bonfire of all the used Christmas trees 
and lots of hot dogs, cocoa, and chips.  Afterwards the kids enjoyed making lots of 
s’mores. The rain was generous as it stopped just for the event.  Hope you were there.

Our next event will be the upcoming Easter Party for all the local children.  This will take place at the Lakes 
Community Center on April 4th.  There will be lots of eggs to hunt for, with 6 special golden eggs that will award 
the finder a special prize. Also, lots of cookies, and some craft projects to do while waiting for the Easter Bunny 
to arrive. So put this on your calendar and bring the family for a fun day.

And another event, coming up in May, will be our Annual Yard Sale. Keep an eye out for our requests for items 
to donate in the coming months.  And as a reminder we cannot accept furniture, electronics, or clothes. 

Lastly, we want to thank all of you for supporting us throughout the past year. Without you all the things we work 
at couldn’t be done.  Information on our club is available on our Facebook page at Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes 
Woman’s Club or call our President Judy Miller at 661-609-4822.

**************************************************************************************************

GYMKHANA QUEENS CELEBRATE!
Our Leona Valley Gymkhana Queens celebrated 3 out of their 5 

birthdays at Don Chatos.  Turns out three of the girls were born in the busy 
months of December and January!  They all had a great time and are looking 
forward to celebrating the next two.

The Queens will be busy this month with a local clinic to learn flag 
holding skills and another one in Temecula at the Rodeo Queens Clinic 
where they will learn proper etiquette for Queens, both off and on horses.

They will be putting all their new skills to work starting at the March 
28th  Gymkhana when the new season begins.

***************************************************************************************************



FEBRUARY 2026 LVIA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER • CHERRY CHAPTERS PAGE 5

Kindness is the most tender and powerful way of
leaving a memory inside people’s hearts.

-Dodinsky

To: _______________________________________

From:______________________________________

Good for one Act of Kindness
______________________________

(Please pick something from your heart to pass on)

Hello neighbors!   

I am publishing these coupons of kindness 
each month for you to share with family, friends, 
and neighbors around town.  I would love to see 
you share a photo of your experience.

Post your kindness nomination on the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association Face-book page or send what 
you did to my email at kathy.owen919@gmail.com or 
my phone 661-733-2295. The Board will pick a winner each 
month. I am sponsoring a $25 gift card to a local restaurant 
for the presenter! All ages are welcome!….. by Kathy Owen

 Welcome to the “Kindness Corner”

The Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes  
              Women’s Club

The LWC is a philanthropic organiza�on dedicated to helping 
others not only in the local area but also beyond these borders.

Mee�ngs are held the second Wednesday each month except 
December when we break for our annual Christmas party.  We meet at 
11 am in the Lakes Community Center on Elizabeth Lake Road.  All 
ladies of the Lakes and Valleys area are welcome.

The LWC holds many fun events during the year, the biggest being 
Casino Night.  In addi�on, most of the Lakes Community Center 
projects find the LWC helping in some way.

The majority of our �me and effort goes to making turtle pillows, 
lap blankets, and quilts for the Painted Turtle Camp.  The mee�ngs for 
sewing these items are held most Mondays from 10 am to 2 pm.  We 
take a break for a potluck lunch at noon.

Be a part of the fun and fellowship by calling our President, Judy 
Miller at 661-609-4822.  You can also look us up on Facebook at 
Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Woman’s Club.

4-H Racketteers attend Livestock Symposium
The Antelope Valley 4-H 2026 Livestock Symposium was hosted by the Palmdale FFA at Palmdale High 

School on Saturday, January 24th. A lot of 4-H clubs came to learn from swine, sheep, beef and veterinary 
speakers about how to care for their animals, raising them, and showing them at fair. 

I, Avery, attended two of the swine sessions led by Caleb Bairos, who spoke about basic pig nutrition and 
being successful in the show ring at fair. Dr. Lennox and Dr. Dave from the AV Animal Hospital spoke to the 
4-Hers about livestock husbandry at home, transporting them in trailers, and care at the fair grounds. There was a 
lot of good information given out! It’s also exciting to talk to other kids about their animals with fair coming up 
in April! 
    The Leona Valley Racketteers next meeting will be on Monday, February 16th at 6:30pm at the Leona Valley 
Community Building.       Avery Cramer, Racketteers 4-H Reporter

Dr. Lennox and Dr. Dave, from the AV Animal Hospital,  Caleb Bairos talks about pig nutrition.
 had a lot of great advice on keeping our animals safe,
 healthy, and happy.



PAGE 6 LVIA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER • CHERRY CHAPTERS FEBRUARY 2026

TROUBLE FINDING AN EXPERIENCED
DENTIST NEAR YOU? LOOK NO FURTHER 
Martin Orro DDS

A 22-year neighbor here in Leona Valley, 
Martin Orro’s countless patients with beautiful 
smiles testify to his 40 successful years in 
dentistry. Few can compare to his level of 
compassionate and high-quality care. 
If you would like to know more about the financial services we offer,
or even Dr. Orro himself, feel free to look around our site or give us 
a call! We are always happy to help in any way that we can. Ready 
to schedule your visit? You can book an appointment online now by 
filling out our convenient form.

OUR LANCASTER OFFICE
Come make yourself at home in our 
state-of-the-art facility! We’ve designed 
everything with your comfort in mind. 

40+YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Martin Orro DDS has in excess of four 
decades of experience caring for the 
smiles of his patients in Lancaster.

FAMILY FRIENDLY
Patients of any age are welcome to visit
our local dental office. We hope to see 
you and your family soon!

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
Our dentist in Lancaster uses the most
recent developments in dental equip-
ment to provide top-notch care.

VISIT US AT theblvddentist.com
661-402-9564 915 W. Lancaster Blvd. Lancaster Ca 93534

WE HOPE TO HAVE YOU VISIT US SOON!
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WAVHS Learns About Bicentennial Wagon Train

Our speaker at the January WAVHS meeting was Jeanette Lundberg, 
former President of the Hughes-Elizabeth Lake Women’s Club.  She was 
fortunate enough to participate in the 1976 Bicentennial Wagon Train 
Pilgrimage, which traveled across the United States to arrive at Valley Forge 
on July 4, 1976, to celebrate America’s 200th anniversary.  Over 1000 people 
rode in 5 separate wagon trains and on horses along historic trails for a year, 
with at least one wagon representing each state.

Jeanette told about her experience, including being fed from chuck 
wagons, being greeted by well-wishers with cookies and cakes and being 
transported across rivers by barge.  She still has hundreds of photos and 
memorabilia which were very interesting to look through.  It was an amazing 
adventure and we were grateful to hear about it.  The audience had lots of 
questions about the details, which she was happy to fill in.
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On April 18th  BBMS Happy Children Memorial Fund and AC Dave Heating & Air are 
hosting a Car Show BBQ Fundraiser. This will be out 5th Annual Poppies are Blooming 
Fundraiser. We will feature vendors, and live entertainment. We are looking for a donation 
to be used as a raffle prize to raise funds for families in recovery from addiction and 
survivors of domestic violence. Brianna Brandy Millard Smith's Happy Children 
Memorial Scholarship Fund is a California Nonprofit Corporation with IRS 501(c)3. Tax 
ID# 83-0187385.

Purpose of Program

The goal of Brianna Brandy 
Millard Smith’s Happy Children 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, or 
BBMS is to support recovering 
victims of domestic violence and 
families living in sobriety. We 
want them to live the life stolen 
from them by domestic violence 
or addiction. It stole our beautiful 
daughter, Brianna. It stole our 
grandsons mother and destroyed 
many others in its wake.

How We Help

BBMS provides turkeys and 
fixings for Thanksgiving dinner 
and/or Christmas dinner. We 
provide toys for the children, 
clothes and food for the family, 
diapers, and daily needs items. 
Children are the innocent victims 
of addiction and domestic 
violence. We work with local 
elementary schools and churches. 
We are also working with a local 
high school which our daughter 
graduated from. We try to make 
their Prom better by providing 
tuxedo rentals, gowns, and prom 
tickets for victims of domestic 
violence and seniors whose 
families are committed to 
recovery from addiction.

Starting over is complex, and we want to support those 
in recovery from addiction and support victims of domestic 
violence.

If you know someone who could use our assistance, 
please get in touch with us at 661-904-5956 or email 
bbmshappychildren.com.If you would like to help, go to 
our website: www.bbmshappychildren.com.

BBMS 5th Annual Poppies are Blooming BBQ
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
February 2 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
February 7 - Saturday - LVIA Chili Cook-off
February 9 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
February 16 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
February 18 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
February 21 - Saturday - Firearm Safety Class, 8:00 am

March 2 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
March 9 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
March 16 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
March 17 - Tuesday - St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
March 19 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
March 28 - Saturday - Gymkhana

April 4 - Saturday -  LVIA Membership Breakfast
April 6 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
April 11 - Saturday - Firearm Safety Class, 8:00 am
April 13 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
April 16 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
April 20 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
April 25 - LVIA Community Garage Sale

Dates are subject to change.  All events take place at the Leona Valley Community Building,
8367 Elizabeth Lake Road, unless otherwise noted.
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For Future Planning!

February 7 - Chili Cook-off

February 21 - Firearm Safety 
Class

March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day 
Dinner

April 4 - LVIA Membership 
Breakfast

April 25 - Garage Sale!

Use this Zelle QR code to pay 
for your membership or any   
LVIA  events.


