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COMMUNITY  
CALENDAR 

All events and meetings have 
been cancelled until further 

notice. 
For information about events and 

things of concern in Leona Valley go 
to the Town Council website—  

leonavalleytc.org or 
LVTC@leonavalleytc.org 

The Leona Valley Improvement  
Association (LVIA) website is— 

www.myleonavalley.org 

Keep Well  
and Stay 

Safe
The LVIA Community Newsletter—Cherry Chapters—is a monthly publication by the Leona Valley Improvement Association for and 
about the people of Leona Valley. Contents are covered under copyright laws. Material may be quoted with source cited; other use 

requires the editor’s or LVIA Board’s approval. The newsletter is published mid-month. 

DEADLINE: ALL ARTICLES, INFORMATION AND SPONSORS COPY MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE  24TH OF THE MONTH  
BEFORE THE MONTH IN WHICH IT IS TO BE USED. PLEASE INCLUDE CONTACT INFORMATION.

Come on Down and Join in the Fun at 
Leona Valley’s 47th Annual 

“Country Nights and 
Cherry Delights” 

Cherry Parade 
Saturday, June 19, 2021

T-Shirts and Entry Forms 
Now Available at Rancher’s



At Your Service…

  CHERRY CHAPTERS  
     SPONSORSHIP RATES   

 Business Card $25 per month  
  $200 per year (12 issues) 
 1/4 Page $40 per month 
  $320 per year* 
 1/2 Page $60 per month 
  $480 per year* 
 Full Page $100 per month 
  $800 per year* 
 Inserted Flyers  $110 per flyer/per issue 

 (* 12 Issues) 
 Call Peggy Fuller 270-0771 for details 

 Our sponsors help underwrite the costs 
involved in producing this newsletter. All 
sponsorship spaces must be prepaid by the 1st of 
each month. Checks should be made payable to 
the Leona Valley Improvement Association (LVIA). 

The information you wish to include as a 
Cherry Chapters sponsor should be mailed to the 
Leona Valley Newsletter, P.O. Box 783, Leona 
Valley, CA 93551 or left in the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association (LVIA) box in Rancher's 
Market, located at the intersection of Elizabeth 
Lake Road and 90th Street West.  
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Editor Christine Stoddard 270-9260 ...............................

LVIA BOARD MEMBERS 
President Juanita Kirkpatrick 270-0588 ..........................
1st Vice President Judy Anaya 615-498-8393 .................
2nd Vice President  ...........................................................
Treasurer Peggy Fuller 270-0771 ...................................
Recording Secretary. Jennifer Morgan 818-256-5915 ......
Corresponding Secretary Kathy Owen 733-2295 ...................
Newsletter Editor Christine Stoddard 270-9260 ..............
COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS 
Membership Peggy Fuller 270-0771 ...............................
LVIA Booster Club Candice Vander Hyde  ......................
Cherry Parade    ................................................................
Community Queen Pageant Angie Hughes 547-0154 ...
Building & Rental Schedules Brian &  .............................
 Leeann Murray 270-9205. ..............................................
Marquee & Sign Brian & LeeAnn Murray 270-9205 .......
Miss Leona Valley Evelyne Copeland .............................
Gymkhanas/Arena Belinda Henley 661 886-3140 ..........
Gymkhana Queen Pageant Felicia Publicker  .................
 661-414-2095 .................................................................

LVIA MEETINGS 
L e o n a Va l l e y I m p r o v e m e n t 

Association meetings are held in the 
Community Building, 8367 Elizabeth 
Lake Road. Board Meetings on the 1st 
Thursday of each month starting at 6 
p.m. General Meetings are on the third 
Thursday of each month starting at 6 
p.m.

Town Council Gearing Up for Ritter Return 
The Leona Valley Town Council has resumed in person meetings on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Leona Valley Community Building. If you 
want more information about what is happening in our community please attend a 
meeting to find out.  

The Town Council was recently contacted by developers of the Ritter Ranch 
project with information that they plan to move forward with the project as soon as 
possible. They are working with the City of Palmdale on a new development 
agreement which will specify the details of the project. The spokespersons say their 
immediate goal is to have tract maps approved to build 550 units near Anaverde on 
the east side of the property. The LVTC Land Use committee is following this project 
closely and is in contact with the City of Palmdale. We have formed a subcommittee 
devoted to Ritter Ranch.  Volunteers are welcome to come and learn more.   

The next committee meeting will be on Monday, June 28, at 6 p.m. at the Leona 
Valley Community Building. Updates will be given at the next Town Council meeting 
on Monday, June 14. 

A Brief History of the Ritter Ranch Project 
In the 1980s, the Ritter family, who settled the Leona Valley area in the 1800s, sold 

their 11,500 acre cattle ranch to developers. The property encompasses all of the 
area south of Elizabeth Lake Road from Bouquet Canyon Road to Anaverde near 
Highland High School and was always considered part of Leona Valley. The 
developers came up with a plan to put 8500 houses on the property with an 
estimated population of 23,000 people.  When they met resistance from Los Angeles 
County, they worked with the City of Palmdale to have the property annexed. They 
believed Palmdale would be more receptive to their plan. There was no opportunity 
for Leona Valley to oppose the annexation. 

Over the next thirty years the property passed through several owners and 
developers. Most of them went bankrupt and abandoned the project. The Leona 
Valley Town Council was formed in 1989 primarily to give our residents a forum for 
expressing our concerns about this massive city proposed to be placed on our 
doorstep.  The main goal has always been to preserve our rural lifestyle.  Concerns 
include increased traffic, pollution and lack of water. There are also issues about the 
impact on our local schools, emergency services and dark skies. Many residents put 
in hundreds of hours researching these issues.  Others picketed the Ritter Ranch 
office in Palmdale to bring attention to the problem. Other communities supported us 
because they were also concerned about tract housing taking over their rural space. 

The Town Council filed several lawsuits against the project, including the 
Environmental Impact Report. The developers then sued the Town Council Board 
members. The legal actions were eventually resolved by a Settlement Agreement 
between the developers, the Town Council and the City of Palmdale. It put many 
restrictions on the development in favor of Leona Valley's goal of preserving our rural 
lifestyle. It was recorded against the property and remains in effect as of today. The 
Specific Plan calling for 8500 houses also remains in effect, but the tract maps and 
Development Agreement have expired and must be redone. That will be our 
opportunity to ensure that our rural interests are protected. We will need the support 
of our community in the coming months to help preserve our way of life. Please stay 
informed and ready to act.  Join the Ritter Ranch subcommittee to be involved.



JUNE 2021 LVIA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER • CHERRY CHAPTERS  PAGE 3 

 William Roy “Bill” McGregor    04/13/1945 — 05/12/2021
Bill McGregor de-
parted this world 
on Wednesday, 
May 12, 2021, after 
a life well lived.   
 William Roy “Bill” 
McGregor was 
born April 13, 1945, 
in Santa Paula, 
C a l i f o r n i a , t o 
Harold and Ella 
McGregor.  The 
third child in a cit-
rus and cat t le 
ranching family, Bill 
went on to star in 
track, football, and 
FFA for the Fill-

more High School Flashes Class of 1963.  He matriculated at Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo where he joined the Army ROTC unit, near-
ly got kicked out over a few legendary practical jokes, studied Ag 
Business, drove school buses, married fellow student Linda 
Keener, and upon graduation took a commission as a 2nd Lieu-
tenant in the US Army. After training on the Nike-Hercules Missile 
system, he deployed to Vietnam in 1969 where he trained South 
Vietnamese Army soldiers in infantry tactics. 

Meanwhile in his absence, the McGregor family sold the Fill-
more ranch and bought a larger cattle ranch near Alder, MT. Bill 
returned from Vietnam in 1970 to join his folks and his own young 
family on the California Creek Ranch. He found a passion raising 
cattle and helping little calves enter the world. He was happiest 
while helping a frail little calf get on its feet, wag its tail, and suck 
milk from its mother.  

The family grew to 3 boys, and after the retirement of his father 
and sale of the ranch, Bill and Linda bought a local gas station in 
Twin Bridges, MT, where he also joined the volunteer fire depart-
ment and Rotary International. Bill was never one to turn down a 
burger at the Blue Anchor Cafe, or a 20-minute conversation with 
a friend during a busy schedule. He delivered bulk fuel all over the 
Ruby Valley and expanded the business to include tires and oil. 

 By 1984, the McGregor herd moved back to California for bet-
ter economic opportunity, and settled in Clarksburg where Bill took 
a job as a plant foreman for Delta Sugar. After his divorce, Bill 
later married Jill Geissert-Menezes in 1988. They lived in Fairfield, 
California where he took up real estate sales and another of his 

passions: truck driving and building houses with Habitat for Hu-
manity.  In 2001, Bill and Jill travelled to Beijing, China to adopt a 
baby girl and the family grew once again.   

In 2008 he lost Jill to pancreatic cancer and moved with his 
daughter, Eileen, to Leona Valley, California. Bill spent the next 10 
years raising Eileen, traveling the country, coaching youth sports, 
driving kids to all sorts of activities, and becoming an integral part 
of their tight-knit community. Bill and Eileen travelled far and wide 
to see all sorts of National Parks, Historic Sites, big cities, general-
ly “beautiful countryside,” and his three sons and their families. He 
is survived by his sons Rob (Michelle) in Golden, CO, Iain (Far-
rah) in Cascade, MT, and Liam (Jaime) in Clarksburg, CA, daugh-
ter Eileen, Berkeley, CA, and his six grandchildren, his brother 
Robert of Salinas, CA, his sister Jean of Incline Village, NV, and 
his seven nephews and one niece.   

In his hometown of Leona Valley, Bill became the neighbor-
hood handy-man, drove truck for several companies, and did 
bulldozer work to help neighbors build roads, driveways, horse 
arenas, round pens, and firebreaks on the brushy hills of the 
San Gabriel Mountains. He was always generous with his time, 
expertise, stories, and equipment. Helping his neighbors be-
came his latest passion. Bill McGregor will be remembered for 
his big smile and “firm” handshake, his big bear hugs, an occa-
sional prank, his skill at operating trucks and bulldozers, his abili-
ty to back up any size rig, his insistence on meticulous mainte-
nance, unnecessarily detailed record-keeping, a depression-era 
packrat characteristic he inherited from his mother, the unparal-
leled ability to “make good time” on a long car trip, his “anytime: 
day-or-night” response to a friend in need, his ability to deliver a 
calf or doctor a horse, and his generosity and kindness to his 
neighbors and friends.  

Bill was proud of his kids, loved his friends, and was generally 
a heck of a good guy.  A local celebration of life was held at his 
home during his last days. Per his wishes no memorial is 
planned, but his ashes will be delivered to a favorite location in the 
mountains of Montana. 
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June 26, 2021 
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☐ 
☐ 
☐ 
☐ 
☐ 
☐ 
  
☐ 
☐  
  
 

D.     Jessica Bickel

F.     Larry Gorrindo 

G.    Mike Burroughs H.     Jennifer Chavez

While stationed in Berlin as an Army canine police-
man, I received a piece of the Berlin wall, which had 
just come down. 

In my youth I was an underwear model for  
Thrifty’s clothing line and was featured on their 
packaging for 10 years. 

I’ve played organized baseball, love to swim and 
play basketball and I enjoy 4X4 off-roading. 

I missed being on the USA Olympic swim team 
by two tenths of a second during trials. 

I have sung professionally in Las Vegas and 
Tahoe, and have fired off about 5000 rounds of 
ammo at multiple four-day Defensive Handgun 
Training courses. 

I coached organized baseball and football for 
about15 years, and coached the only LV AYSO 
teams that existed (though I've never played soccer). 

I've run 250 head of cattle with my Dad, hunted 
duck at the Salton Sea, and have enjoyed being on 
a roller hockey team. 

I was an official arm-wrestling champ in 1987 and 
can still hold my own today! 

Jeff Wright is always looking for participants to be 
highlighted in future " Knowing Your Leona Valley 
Neighbors" Match Games. If you're young or "a little 
more seasoned", if you've been a resident for many 
decades, or just moved to LV in the last year, OR if 
you know someone that you think might be interest-
ed, please email Jeff at; Cresta5555@gmail.com. 

Knowing Your Leona Valley Neighbors
We live in a great community with lots of really good people, but just how well do we know our neighbors? 

 See how well you do at matching the LV residents on the left with the facts on the right.  
Answers can be found on a different page of this issue of Cherry Chapters.  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8

A.    Shari Nabors

C.     Jay Benoit

E.      Tom Kemp

B.     Kathy Owen
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Live Music 
Tuesday 7-9 p.m. Acoustic  
Saturday 9 p.m.-1 a.m. Full Bands

The Historic Rock Inn 
Warren & Wendy 

Celebrating 14 years in Business  
Open 7 days a week at 8 a.m. 

Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner  
Monday-Taco Night  

Tuesday-BBQ Rib Night  
Wednesday-Pizza  

& All-You-Can Eat Spaghetti  
Friday-All-You-Can-Eat Fish & Chips

Saturday-Prime Rib 
HOMEMADE SOUPS DAILY 

HistoricRockInn.com

<<<< Here is Kash Bishop displaying the gift card for Jack’s Place 
he earned for his kindness contribution last month. Anyone can 
earn a similar gift card by following the directions in Kathy Owen’s 
Kindness Corner.

Hello neighbors! I was recently elected to the LVIA Board 
and have been asked to contribute something each month to 
Cherry Chapters. I will be publishing these coupons of 
kindness each month for you to share with family, friends and 
neighbors around town. I would love to see you share a 
photo of your experience by posting it on the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association Facebook page or send what you 
did to my email at kathy.owen919@gmail.com or my phone 
661 733-2295. The Board will pick a winner each month. I 
am sponsoring a $25 gift card to a local restaurant for the 
presenter! All ages are welcome! 

Welcome to the "Kindness Corner”……. by Kathy Owen 

" One KIND WORD can change 
someone's ENTIRE DAY" 

To:   _________________________________________
   
  From:  _______________________________________

Good for one ACT OF KINDNESS: 

______________________________ 
 (Please pick something from your heart to pass on) 

http://HistoricRockInn.com
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Spending a Great Spring Day Seeking out Special Treasures

The community Spring Garage Sale organized by the Leona Valley Improvement Association was held on Saturday, 
May 8. The weather cooperated and it was a great warm, sunny day for folks to be out and about seeking treasure at 
the more than 30 homes taking part in the event. Colorful signs indicated where homes taking part could be 
found and folks enjoyed looking around to see what treasurers they could find. The next LVIA organized community 
garage sale is slated for September. Keep looking for information on it in the Cherry Chapters.
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Notes from Miss Cellaneous 
Now that the weather is warming up we will be doing more 

cooking and eating outdoors. so here are a few handy hints. The 
most popular outdoor cooking is on the barbecue, however there 
are a few more options. Way back in the olden days I used an 
electric skillet plugged into an outdoor outlet in the patio.  I used 
beef, pork, or chicken cut into serving size pieces. I  sprayed the 
skillet with non-stick spray, set the temperature according to direc-
tions, and layered the meat alternately with sauce: cream of 
chicken or cream of mushroom soup, or barbecue sauce. Most of 
us have done the ever popular crock pot full of beans. 

For a tablecloth, I  bought some heavy denim and hemmed the 
edges. A beach towel also works well. I found some inexpensive 
wash cloths to use in place of paper napkins. They do not blow 
away like paper napkins do. If you are going to a park or a camp-

ground for your picnic take along a brush or a whisk broom to 
clean the table and benches. It's best not to wear perfume, scent-
ed lotion or hair spray as they will attract bugs. Bug repellant and 
sunscreen are  good to bring along. 

I was recently invited to a friend's home for breakfast. When I 
walked in the food was already on the table and it was hot. There 
were scrambled eggs, oven baked tiny potatoes, and bacon. Her 
secret: She had warmed the serving dishes (heavy pottery) in the 
oven. She had even made toast and buttered it. It looked as 
though she had not done a thing.  

Heloise, in her column in the AV Press, had a great hint for re-
moving labels from glass bottles and jars. Pour boiling water in the 
bottle let it sit for a few minutes and the label should come right 
off. If there is adhesive residue I use peanut butter or solvent to 
remove it. 

HAPPY SUMMERTIME.   
'til next time, here's to the good life out there in the country.  

Ruth Perkins

Leona Valley Racketeers 4-H Club 
to Hold an Open House

The 4-H Leona Valley Racketeers will be hosting an Open 
House on Monday, July 19 at 6:00 p.m. at the LVIA Community 
Building. You can come and get information as well as play 
some games!  

4-H is a fun community-based organization with projects 
that include livestock, shooting, dogs, baking, cooking, sewing, 
art, and even astronomy—just to name a few. You will be able 
to experience leadership and fun activities. You will also learn 
responsibility. If any of that sounds interesting come to our 
Open House on July 19th! 

For more information, email leonavalley4H@gmail.com. 
 Nathan Jackson, Club Reporter
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Summer at The Gallery 
The Lakes and Valleys Art 

Guild, a 501(c)3 non-profit 
supporting the arts, has 
p l a n n e d e x c i t i n g n e w 
offerings for you this summer! 
Summer concert series, pop 
up merchant events, resumed 
art classes, and of course, 
our fabulous art shows are 
here to make your summer 
fun, memorable, and safe! 

New Summer Hours: 
W e d n e s d a y – S a t u r d a y, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sunday, 10 a.m 
- 5 p.m. 

Museum exhibits: The 
Juried Show ends on June 4. 
The upcoming exhibit is 
“Fairies and Folk Tales (in 
m i n i a t u r e – 9 ” x 1 2 ” o r 
smaller). Al l media are 
encouraged – 2D (drawing, 
painting, photography, etc.) 
and 3D (work in clay, metal, 
mixed media, etc.). Art Drop 
off is Saturday, June 5. from 
noon to 4 p.m. at The Gallery. 
Opening is Saturday, June 

12th. Exhibitors must be 
LVAG members! Celebrate 
art this summer! 

Art Classes for Adults and 
Children continue with LA 
County Covid Guidelines. 
Sign up at The Gallery, check 
out our Facebook page for 
the most current updates, or 
call 661-622-5051 for more 
information.  Space is limited 
so reserve your spot soon. 

Sunday, June 6, 12-4 p.m. 
Local artist, Donna Weil leads 
a Buffalo Painting Class. 
Cost: $45 including supplies.  

June 12 from 10 a.m. - 12 
p. m.  Artist Frank Dixon will 
present a ‘Fantasy Creatures’ 
drawing class for all ages on 
Saturday. The cost is $15. 

 June 19 Cherry Parade 
Pop-Up Merchants and 
Artists: Continue the fun after 
the Cherry Parade join us at 
T h e G a l l e r y f o r a r t i s t 
demonstrations and pop-up 
merchants, including Crystals 
Kitchen for wonderful baked 

goods, Noelle Pecoraro with 
he r f abu lous , de ta i l ed 
clothing and hand-made 
items, and more!   

2021 Concerts in the 
Garden: Make this a summer 
of music, art, and picnic 
dinners in our beautiful Garden 
at The Gallery! Plans include 
music of the 60s, 70s, 80s, 
electric and acoustic music! 
Contact us if you are interested 
in participating as a musician! 
We hope to see you there! 

 Tap into Your Creative 
Side! Missing inspiration, 
creativity, and art in your life? 
Consider joining the Lakes 
and Valleys Art Guild and tap 
into your inner artist. Annual 
Memberships are $40 for 
individuals, $55 for family 
members , and $15 fo r 
students (high school or 
college with ID).  

Volunteers Needed: 
Consider volunteering to help 
strengthen and support this 
innovative organization! As a 
volunteer-run organization, 
you are welcomed for one-
time or ongoing opportunities. 
Board positions are still 
needed (Secretary, Treasurer, 
Newsletter, Website, Public 
Relations). Thank you for 
your part in bring beauty and 
art to our community! 

CONTACT US: For more 
information on any of these 
activities, please leave a 
message at The Gallery (661) 
6 2 2 - 5 0 5 1 o r e m a i l  l a k e s 
andvalleysag@gmail.com!
Check our Facebook for 
updates. Thank you for 
supporting the arts in our 
community! 

By Karen Plemmons, 
Bridget Razo

Lakes and Valleys Art Guild Update

Knowing Your Neighbors  
Answer Key 
1— E, 2 — A, 3 — D, 4 — C, 5 — H, 

6 — F, 7 — G, 8 — B
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Looking for the right REALTOR ® to represent 
you in the right investment for your future? 

I am here for you! 
The right connections make a difference. 
Put my market expertise and sales experi-

ence to work for you. With diligent attention to 
detail, skillful negotiating and an honest and 
straightforward approach, I will help you buy or 
sell successfully, and be your real estate con-
nection for life.

(661) 733-2295 
kathy.owen919@gmail.com 

”Consistent Results in a changing market”
Homes”I’ve called Leona Valley home for the past 28 years.”

Paprika gives a wonderful taste to pork in this 
dish which can be made ahead of time and preheat-
ed. Be sure to trim the pork chops of all excess fat. 
For 4 servings you will need: 

4  pork loin chops 
2  Tbsp vegetable oil 
     Salt and pepper 
1   onion, chopped 
1   red pepper, slivered 
2   green peppers, slivered 
1 1/2 Tbsp. paprika 
1 1/2 Tbsp. all-purpose flour 
   1/2  cup sour cream 
Cayenne powder to taste (optional) 

Preparation: 
In heavy skillet place the pork chops in heated 

oil. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. Sauté on both 
sides until browned. Remove from pan. 

Add the onion to pan. Sauté until lightly 
browned. Add red and green peppers. Continue to 
sauté for 3 minutes longer. 

Stir in paprika and flour, mixing well. Pour in 
broth (add cayenne if wanted). Bring to boil. Add 
browned chops. Lower heat. 

Cover and simmer about 40 mins. or until the 
chops are tender. Arrange chops on preheated 
serving platter. Add sour cream to sauce. Heat 

through but do not boil. Pour over chops and 
serve. 

Good served with buttered noodles, Brussels 
sprouts and lemon sherbet for dessert. 

❆ ❆ ❆ ❆ 
Gluten Free Moist Brownies  

(They taste like the real thing, not dry or grainy) 
I double my recipe and make them super thick. Plus I 

have a large family with chocolate loving children. I have 
donated these to the 4-H dinners and LVIA’s and they sell 
super quick. Everyone loves them! 

3/4 cup almond flour (I get mine at Costco.  Whole  
       Wheatery has a great brand too) 
2/3 cup honey  
2 eggs 
1/4 cup plus 1 tablespoon Hershey Cocoa Powder 
Coconut oil (I get mine at Costco or on Amazon) 
1 teaspoon vanilla  
1/2 cup chopped walnuts (or not) 
Coat an 8”x 8” cooking dish with coconut oil  
Mix all ingredients together and put in the dish 

Bake at 350° for about 30 minutes or until edges pull 
away from the side of the pan. 

Jennifer Morgan 

Hungarian Pork Chops
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Introducing Leona Valley’s 2020-21 Community Queens
On Sunday, May 16, the 2021 Leona Valley Community Queens were crowned and started their term as representatives of our 

community. The new Miss Leona Valley is Evelyne Copeland (second from right), Teen Miss Leona Valley is Brooklyn Contreras 
(left), Katarina Wyrostek (second from left) 
has become our Junior Miss Leona Valley, 
Ava Bonham takes the position of Young 
Miss Leona Valley and the title of Little Miss 
Leona Valley goes to Charlotte Bonham. The 
new queens were crowned by the 2019 
community queens, Little Miss-Ava Bon-
ham; Young Miss-Sydnee Bickel; Junior 
Miss-Harley Koons, Teen Miss- Ava Stew-
art; and Miss Leona Valley-Madeline 
Copeland. These new local Queens will go 

on to compete 
for their titles at 
the Antelope 
Valley levels. 
The previous 
Community 
Queens along 
with the new 
royalty per-
formed a dance 
routine to start 
the event and  
were introduced 
by  Miss Ante-
lope Valley 2019, 
Rhiannan White.  
  They then 
changed into 

their ball gowns 
and were escort-
ed down the aisle 
by a male family 
member and they 
were asked why 
they wanted to be 
part of the Leona 
Valley community 

royalty. 



The sun shone brightly on 
Saturday, May 22, when the latest 
Leona Valley Play Day Gymkhana 
was held at the arena up behind the 
Community Building. There were a lot 
of riders that morning, all eager to 

show their abilities as they 
took part in the events.  
  The day started with the 
American, California and 
gymkhana flags carried 
around the arena on 
horseback and then held in 
the center for the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the opening 
prayer. Then the games 
began. 
  The first event had the 
riders—in their age groups 
—guiding their steeds to the end of the field and then weaving through the 
length of poles in the center of the arena. Barrels were then placed in the field 
for them to circle around. A single barrel at first, then three barrels to demonstrate 
their ability with precision riding. 
  To slake hunger and thirst there was a Queen’s Mother’s snack table with 
plenty of snacks. It was a very popular site as the day progressed with
further contests. The last event required extra skill by both riders and horse as they 
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There Were Plenty of Riders at the May Leona Valley Gymkhana

had to jump over a pole on 
the ground, go around a
barrel, then over another pole. 
  The next Gymkhana will 
be held on June 26. Sign 
up starts at 8 am, and the 
competitive riding starts at 
9 a.m. Hopefully it will be 
as nice a day. High point 
w i n n e r s f r o m t h i s 
G y m k h a n a w i l l b e 
included in the next issue 
of Cherry Chapters. 

♘ ♘ ♘ ♘
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JIM KLAUS 
PHONE (661) 270-9594 FAX (661) 270-9595 

CELL (661) 810-5724 

LIC. # 920222 C-36

Selling something? If you missed the LVIA garage sale, and 
you want to get rid of an item and want to make a little money 
rather than donate, the Facebook Marketplace can be a great 
place to sell. I have had great success selling things there and 
met some really great people in the process. For example, I have 
sold a motorhome $65K, a huge RV storage building my neighbor 
didn’t have use for anymore (it sold full price in less than a week, 
and the buyer disassembled and removed it too), four wheels 
from my husband's truck when he upgraded the rims and tires, 
tools that we were finished using after the project was completed, 
countless pieces of furniture and several appliances, as well as 
miscellaneous high-end bicycles, and a farm tractor. In the two 
weeks before our move to California, I sold $7k worth of various 
items that we weren’t going to bring to California. In addition to 
some extra money to take with us, we didn’t have to pay the 
movers to bring it to our new home, so it was a big win both ways. 
My husband was in absolute shock when I managed to sell our 
salad spinner (like new in the box for $15) and had four ladies 
fighting over it! 

So what is the best strategy to make a successful sale? First, 
clean it up a bit and then take several great photos of your item. 
Try to bring it to an uncluttered area and not in front of your trash 
cans or junk pile. Take a shot straight on and then from the back 
and one of each side. Take a moment to edit out unnecessary 
items in the background and straighten crooked shots. Do a few 
close ups and focus on the details. Then, get the specs or mea-
surements and include them in your description. This will save 
you tons of time and aggravation. Take the time to tag the item 
with hashtags so it’s easily searchable for buyers. Spending a few 
extra minutes up front will result in a faster sale for more money 
every time! Be realistic in your pricing…your old couch is not go-
ing to bring you even half of what you paid in most cases, so be 
realistic. You can always do a search on Marketplace and see 
what similar items are selling for. Once you have posted both in 
the Marketplace and as many local BST (Buy, Sell, Trade) pages 
as possible, with 20 pages as the goal, you are ready to sell. If 
you don’t get much action, it is probably the pricing. You may get 
lots of lowballs, but if you are patient and polite, you will be able to 
sort thru and find your buyer. For example, we had at least 10 
lowballs when we sold our farm tractor and I answered each offer 
with a polite, no thank you. A few came back with higher offers, 
but we waited patiently for another day and we found our full price 
buyer. He was a super guy and came promptly with cash and 
loved the tractor.  

If you are a buyer in the market for something, give the FB 
Marketplace a look. You can search for the item you are looking 

for most of the time. Take a moment to read the ad copy so you 
aren’t asking a question that has already been answered. Be po-
lite and don’t try to bargain before you have even seen the item in 
person unless you are just asking about price flexibility in general 
terms. There’s no need to insult a seller right out of the gate. Be 
prompt, be fair, be patient and be respectful. My last piece of ad-
vice is that the first person to show up with the cash gets it. Don’t 
get stuck waiting for a potential buyer and miss out on a real one. 
Good luck and happy selling! 

A Neighbor’s Suggestions for Making the Most of FB Marketplace 

Quotes by Famous People 
Be the change you want to see in the world. 

Mahatma Ghandi 
Have the courage to follow your heart and intuition. They 
somehow know what you truly want to become. 

Steve Jobs 

Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart people into 
thinking they can’t lose. 

Bill Gates 

If you want to live a happy life, tie it to a goal, not to people 
or things. 

Albert Einstein 

Success is most often achieved by those who don’t know 
that failure is inevitable 

Coco Chanel 

Efforts and courage are not enough without purpose and 
direction. 

JFK 
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Leona Valley Improvement Association Membership Form 

• New Member  • Renewal  • Associate (Non-Leona Valley Resident)        Membership Level: • Family—$40   • Individual—$25  • Senior/Senior Couple—$20   
 I/We would like to make an additional donation of $_________to support our community activities  

Please make your tax-deductible check out to: LVIA  and mail to P O Box 783, Leona Valley, CA 93551 or put in the LVIA Box at Rancher’s Market 

Name: Spouse/Partner: Date:  __________________________________________ _________________________ _________________
Children:   _________________________________________________________ __________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________ __________________________________________
 Day Phone: Evening _______________________________________________________ ___________________________________
Phone:  ___________________________________________________________

E-mail Address:_______________________________Occupation:        ___________________________________________________

VOLUNTEER 
 OPPORTUNITIES 

__LVIA Board Position 
__Membership Committee 
__Newsletter 
__Telephone?E-Mail Tree 
__Building/Grounds  
 Maintenance Crews 
__LVIA Boosters 
__Community Queens 
 Committee 
__Gymkhana Queens 
 Committee 
__Horse Arena Committee 

EVENT 
SUPPORTER 

__4-H Spaghetti Dinner 
__Valentine’s Day Event 
__St. Patrick’s Day Event 
__Membership Breakfast 
__4-H  Easter Egg Hunt 
__4-H  Memorial Day Event 
__Community Queens Pageant 
__Sertoma Events 
__Cherry Parade & Festival 
__Gymkhana Queens Pageant 
__Halloween Contest & Caravan 
__Holiday Home Tour & more 

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS 

__Town Council 
__Sertoma 
__4-H Club 
__Fire Safe Council 
__Backcountry Horsemen  
__Leona Heritage Park and          
 Pioneer Building 
__West Antelope Valley  
 Historic Society 

ACTIVITIES 
__Horse Related 
__Youth Related 
__Social Events 
__Other_______________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

Box Holder 
Rural Route 
Leona Valley, CA 93551

Prst Std 
U.S. 

Postage PAID 
Permit No. 125 
Palmdale, CA

Leona Valley Improvement Association Newsletter 

LVIA 
P O BOX 783 
LEONA VALLEY, CA 93551

Cherry Chapters


