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The LVIA Community Newsletter—Cherry Chapters—is a monthly publication by the Leona
Valley Improvement Association for and about the people of Leona Valley. Contents are

covered under copyright laws. Material may be quoted with source cited; other use requires
the editor’s or LVIA Board’s approval. The newsletter is published at the first of each month.

DEADLINE: ALL ARTICLES, INFORMATION AND SPONSORS COPY MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE 24TH OF THE MONTH BEFORE THE MONTH IN WHICH IT IS

TO BE USED. PLEASE INCLUDE CONTACT INFORMATION.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 70 YEARS
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Leona Valley Town Council website:
www.leonavalleytc.org
Email - lvtc@leonavalleytc.org

Remember that the Cherry 
Chapters is always available 
every month to be viewed 
online at our website: www.
myleonavalley.org.

Join us all on our social media!
The website for the Leona 
Valley Improvement Association 
is:
www.myleonavalley.org.
The Facebook page can be 
found at:  LVIA
Our Instagram account is:
LeonaValley.LVIA

4-H Racketteers website is:
https://sites.google.com/view/
leonavalley4h/home.
Facebook page is at: Leona 
Valley Racketteers. 
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At Your Service…
Editor .........................................Peggy Fuller 270-0771

LVIA BOARD MEMBERS
President.  ………………………Sal Rodriguez  818-447-138
1st Vice President….………………………..Vacant
2nd Vice President………………………………………….Vacant
Treasurer …………………………Peggy Fuller 270-0771
Recording Secretary.  ........Sarah Bonham 310-614-7208
Corresponding Secretary ..................................................Vacantt
Newsletter Editor ........................Peggy Fuller 270-0771
COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS
Membership…………………. Peggy Fuller 270-0771
Community Queens Director:  Angie Hughes 547-0154
Gymkhana Queens Director…..………………...Vacant
Oktoberfest…………………………….……Dani Nabors
Building & Rental,  S i g n … . Leeann Murray 270-9205

Miss Leona Valley………………………. Emma Rogers
Gymkhanas/Arena….Amanda Graves, Stacy Carames
Cherry Parade………………….Peggy Fuller  270-0771

LVIA MEETINGS
Leona Valley Improvement Association 
meetings are held in the Community 
Building at 8367 Elizabeth Lake Road.

General Meetings are on the third 
Thursday of each month starting at 7:30 
p.m. The public is welcome and invited 
to participate.

CHERRY CHAPTERS
SPONSORSHIP RATES

Business Card $25 per month
$200 per year (12 issues)

1/4 Page $40 per month
$320 per year*

1/2 Page $60 per month
$480 per year*

Full Page $100 per month
$800 per year*

Inserted Flyers $110 per flyer/per issue
(* 12 Issues)

Call Peggy Fuller at 805-382-9914 for details
Our sponsors help underwrite the costs in-

volved in producing this newsletter. All sponsorship
spaces must be prepaid by the 1st of each month.
Checks should be made payable to the Leona
Valley Improvement Association (LVIA).

The information you wish to include as a
Cherry Chapters sponsor should be mailed to
the Leona Valley Newsletter, P.O. Box 783,
Leona Valley, CA 93551 or left in the Leona
Valley Improvement Association (LVIA) box in
Rancher's Market, located at the intersection of
Elizabeth Lake Road and 90th Street West.

Our annual Fall Garage Sale went well with great weather, lots of sellers and 
buyers and plenty of bargains.  It seemed like everyone had a good time!

The Los Angeles County Registrar’s Office has set our local voting date for 
Sunday, October 25, from 12 to 6pm.  They have agreed to bring more voting 
booths since we always have one of the highest turnouts.  So, hopefully, there 
won’t be any waiting in line.  The Leona Valley Community Building has served 
as our community polling place for over 70 years.  It’s a great opportunity to take 
care of your patriotic duty to vote while catching up with neighbors!

It is also election time again for our local non-profit organizations.  The Town 
Council will have three positions open for two year terms.  Candidates can fill out 
the form on page 8 and submit it by email or leave it in the Town Council box by 
the Post Office in Rancher’s Market.  Candidates are invited to make a short 
presentation at the October Town Council meeting.  Voting will take place along 
with the Federal and State elections on October 25 at the Community Building.  
Absentee ballots for the Town Council election will be available on their website 
at www.leonavalleytc.org, and at Rancher’s Market.  Eligible voters include all 
registered voters located within the Leona Valley CSD boundaries.

LVIA had their election and has the following new officers:  David Clayton,  
President, Alex Benjamin, 1st Vice President, Dani Mitchell, 2nd Vice President, 
Raina Clark, Recording Secretary, Shari Nabors, Treasurer, Melissa Boosalis, 
Corresponding Secretary, and Hannah Faith Clark, Newsletter Editor.  Officers 
will be sworn in at the Board meeting on Thursday, October 1st, at 7:30 pm.

Our big fundraiser of the year is coming up and we hope to see everyone there 
supporting us.  Oktoberfest will take place on October 17th at 3pm.  Expect plenty 
of beer from our local breweries, along with great food and entertainment!  See 
flyer on Page 1 for more information. We are always looking for additional 
sponsors, so please consider a donation.  There will be some great raffle items 
available!

We still have two more Gymkhana Playday events to finish out the season.  
They are on September 26th and October 24th. This is a great opportunity to 
introduce your kids to horsemanship or enhance your own riding skills.  Even if 
you don’t ride, you can support the kids by coming out to watch and cheer them 
on.  The Awards Dinner will be coming up sometime after the last Gymkhana.

The next firearm safety class is on October 24th.  Contact Chuck Sparks at 
661-317-0556 to sign up or get more information.  The class consists of classroom 
instruction in the morning and practice at the range in the afternoon and includes 
lunch and certificates.  Consider taking it - better to be safe than sorry!

The outgoing LVIA Board, consisting of President Sal Rodriguez, Secretary 
Sarah Bonham, and Treasurer, Peggy Fuller, thanks our community for all their 
support over the years.  We have had a lot of great times and fun events over the 
years. We are proud to have served and continued the longtime legacy of the 
Leona Valley Improvement Association.  We know our efforts are appreciated by 
most of our residents and we appreciate you in turn.  Many thanks!

West  Antelope Valley Historical Society
The next meeting of WAVHS will be our annual dinner on Monday, October 5, at 5pm 
at Bob Reader’s house.   He will provide the main course and drinks.  Guests are 
requested to bring side dishes and desserts.   It is always a fun time and the view from 
Bob’s deck is beautiful.  It is interesting to share stories about the “good ole days”.

From the LVIA Board…
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Kindness is the most tender and powerful way of
leaving a memory inside people’s hearts.

-Dodinsky

To: _______________________________________

From:______________________________________

Good for one Act of Kindness
______________________________

(Please pick something from your heart to pass on)

Hello neighbors!   

I am publishing these coupons of kindness 
each month for you to share with family, friends, 
and neighbors around town.  I would love to see 
you share a photo of your experience.

Post your kindness nomination on the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association Face-book page or send what 
you did to my email at kathy.owen919@gmail.com or 
my phone 661-733-2295. The Board will pick a winner each 
month. I am sponsoring a $25 gift card to a local restaurant 
for the presenter! All ages are welcome!….. by Kathy Owen

 Welcome to the “Kindness Corner”

The Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes  
              Women’s Club

Ladies, New to Our Community?

Want to meet new friends? Not sure how
to get involved in your community?

Find out what we are all about!

The Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Woman’s Club
Welcomes You!

Every Monday 10 am - 2 pm
Join us for sewing, friendship and a potluck
1st Monday of each month at 1:30 pm

 Regular meeting

All at the Lakes Community Center
17520 Elizabeth Lake Road

Lake Hughes

Find us on:
Facebook.com/Hughes-ElizabethLakesWomansClub

Lakes & Valleys Ar� Guild
Our next art show is our “Night Scenes” Show, running October 3 to November 7. The Featured 

Artist is Paul Houdayer.  The show opening will take place on October 10, from 4 to 7pm.  Join us for 
live music, raffles, potluck food, drinks, and a chance to meet the artists.  Get ready for Halloween early 
and wear your best costume.  We will have photo ops and give out prizes for the best costumes!  And 
if you want to stay late, there will be a free screening of Tim Burton’s classic “Nightmare before 
Christmas”, with drinks and snacks for sale.  The movie starts at 7pm, dress warmly.

We have several new merchants who have joined us and they are bringing in new types of crafts 
and vintage items.  Prices are very reasonable and it is easy to find unique gifts.

There will be another Acrylic Paint Pour class on Sunday, October 18, from 11am to 1pm.  Tami will 
be teaching how to create abstract designs.  The cost is $45 and includes all instruction and materials 
and is open to all ages.  Everyone has fun learning new techniques!

We have a yearlong series of Kid’s Craft days.  Crafts are usually geared toward upcoming holidays.  
The next one will be Sunday, October 4, from 2 to 4pm. We have also added a Creator’s Workshop for 
artists and crafters who want to share their work time with other like-minded people, on the first and 
third Fridays of each month, from 2 to 4pm.  On the first and third Thursdays, there is a creative 
writing group that meets from 2 to 4pm.

We also have additional classes coming up.  On Sunday, September 27, from 11am to 1pm, you can 
learn how to make spiders and other Halloween items from pipe cleaners for just $20.  And you can 
make some holiday candles on Saturday, October 24, from 5 to 7pm, while enjoying wine and treats.  
Cost is $45 for three candles.  And we may have a sewing class sometime soon.

Be sure to stop by on Saturday, October 31, for our Halloween activities.  Dress up in your scariest 
costume and come by for photo ops and candy.  And we have lots of holiday décor and gifts for sale.

We have a few spaces available for vendors.  Please let us know if you are interested in selling your 
handcrafted (non-food) items. Stop by and check us out. Check our website at www.
lakesandvalleysartgallery.org for all of our upcoming classes and events.  Follow us on Facebook.
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SUPPORT LVIA WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP

The Leona Valley Improvement Association (LVIA) was formed in 1949 for the promotion and betterment 
of Leona Valley residents.  It is incorporated in the State of California as a non-profit organization. It has 
overseen many community activities and been a voice for the community for over 70 years. LVIA owns and 
maintains the four-acre community center at 8367 Elizabeth Lake Road.  This includes the Community Building 
and the Lee Rackett Horse Arena. LVIA publishes the Cherry Chapters monthly newsletter for and about the 
people in Leona Valley. It is mailed to each household (600 in Leona Valley) and is paid for from funds raised 
by LVIA and sponsors of the newsletter. LVIA depends solely on membership dues, fundraisers and 
VOLUNTEERS for its support and operations.

The Building is used on a regular basis by many local groups for meetings, classes and events. These include 
Leona Valley Racketteers 4-H Club, Back Country Horsemen, Leona Valley Town Council, West Antelope 
Valley Historical Society, and others. It is in this Building and on the surrounding grounds that the Community 
Queens and Gymkhana Queens are chosen, that community governmental concerns are addressed, weddings, 
birthdays and memorials are held and the community enjoys social get-togethers and other events.  Thousands 
of residents have devoted their time and energy to LVIA over many decades and, despite a few bumps along the 
way, kept our organization strong.

Members receive discounts on most LVIA fundraising events throughout the year.  LVIA provides free 
recycling services to all residents with multiple Waste Management bins located on the Community Building 
property.  LVIA sponsors monthly Gymkhanas for the benefit of young and old alike who enjoy competing on 
their horses.  LVIA also sponsors both the Community and Gymkhana Queens programs.  Join today!
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BBMS FUNDRAISERS
BBMS Happy Children Memorial Fund, your local nonprofit since 2018, helps families 

in recovery from addiction and survivors of domestic violence. With your support, we can help as many 
families as possible.

On Oct 10, 2026, from 11 a.m.- 3 p.m., we are raising funds for domestic violence at the 16th 
annual Ride to End Violence Poker Run and Car Show at AV Harley 401, Auto Vista Dr., Palmdale.  Stop 
by our booth to enter for a chance to win raffle prizes.

Thank you to the donors of our raffle prizes:
#LosAngelesHauntedHayride
#PacificPark at Santa Monica Pier
#QueenMaryDarkHarbor
#QueenMaryEscapeRoom
#MagicoftheLanterns
#Doghouse
#ACDaveheatingandair

Beginning November 1st, boxes will be located around 
town where you can drop off your canned goods, 
donations, and nonperishable items that will be distributed to 
the four local elementary schools and two churches, as well 
as individuals, for Thanksgiving. Distribution will be done by 
November 14, 2026.

We will post the wish list of these families as soon as we 
have it. Our community has been very generous in providing 
gifts and food to the families in need.

On Dec 7th ,the BBMS Happy Children Memorial Fund train 
will be at Riley's Feed Store in Leona Valley. Volunteers will 
be at the four corners of the intersection, collecting cash 
donations, toys, and canned goods from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Distribution for Christmas will be by December 12, 2026.

In March 2027, BBMS Happy Children Memorial Fund will be working with Valencia High School to 
provide prom tickets and attire to ensure all students have a memorable senior year.

On April 17, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. BBMS Happy Children Memorial Fund will host its 
6th Annual Poppies are Blooming BBQ Car Show located in Leona Valley between Don Chatos, the Dog 
House, and the Lakes and Valleys Art Gallery. Bring the family to this free community event and enjoy 
the beautiful cars. Check out the vendors and stay for the music by David Priest and Winging It. 
Emceed by Annie McKnight, comedienne, actress, voice-over artist, and writer. Enter the 50/50 and 
don’t forget to buy raffle tickets to win some great prizes donated by merchants.
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LV Community Queens Won!

The Leona Valley Queens were big 
winners in the 21st annual Kiwanis 
rubber duck race which took place at 
Dry Town in Palmdale.  They sold more 
ducks than any other Queen group and 
they won the prize for best decorated 
giant duck!

Racketteers Start a New Year!
As fall approaches, the Racketteers are looking forward to kicking off our new project year 

with many of our projects starting back up again. We also have a few upcoming events.
4-Hers from multiple clubs will be helping out in various areas during the upcoming AV Fair 

that will be September 24th-27th, and October 1st-4th. Come find us in the barns!
The Racketteers will also be attending the Livestock Symposium October 17th hosted at 

Palmdale High School. This is a great opportunity for 4-Hers to learn about different livestock 
species and management.       Scotlyn Leaf - Club Reporter
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Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Women’s Club
Good Luck to all the Football Book Buyers…

To begin, we wish good luck to all the supporters who bought Football Books for 
the Monday Night Football Games.  And a big thank you for your continued support.  
The money raised will be used for many charitable causes.

There is still time to get a chance at our wildlife quilt. The tickets are $5.00 and the drawing is 
coming up fast on October 1st.  This year’s quilt is so beautiful, and the animals are very cute (see 
photo below).  If you want tickets just give Judy a call at 661-609-4822. 

With a new year beginning at our local school (Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Union School) we are 
asking the teachers to put together a list of things that they can use for the classrooms. We want to 
help fulfill this list. Our children are the most important assets that we have.

And as the year gallops by we are already making plans for the coming Christmas Party for all the 
local children. Santa Claus will of course be there with lots of things for the kids and our members will 
be busy little helpers baking cookies and making hot cocoa.  The date will be in a future article.

On September 21st we hosted The Sierra-Cahuenga District (our district) at the Painted Turtle for 
a District Meeting. This meeting is held to share information among all 8 of the clubs within. These 
clubs are in the San Fernando Valley along with the Antelope Valley.  At this meeting we had a guest 
speaker that many will be familiar with. Teri Gordon, a local realtor, talked to our members about 
preventing house stealing. This has become a very serious problem and she shared information that 
will help our members to protect themselves from becoming victims. And we thank her for her time and 
for informing us 

Information on our club is available on our Facebook page at Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Woman’s 
Club or call our President Judy Miller at 661-609-4822.  Our next meeting will be held on October 5th

at 1:30 pm at the Lakes Community Center. Stop by on a Monday to help with our projects. Hope to 
see you all.

LAZY T RANCH
“Horse Boarding at its Best”

Tremblay Family Owners Operators

Beautiful Mountain Trails
Birthday Parties

Weddings & Events
4218 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Leona Valley, CA 93551

Joe Mrs. T. Jay
Deceased Deceased 435-9837

(Not yet)
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A Call to Service for

Leona Valley Town Council Candidates
In November, 2026, the Leona Valley Town Council will hold an election for open seats on the Town Council. Our 
rural community needs dedicated, service-oriented, Leona Valley residents to represent and protect the interests of 
Leona Valley citizens. As our community's governmentally recognized representative body, the Town Council serves 
as Leona Valley's liaison, "watchdog” and action arm in dealing with all government, business and regulatory entities 
which may influence the Valley's quality of life, interests and rural life style. Serving as a councilperson is an 
opportunity to make a concrete contribution to a unique community that we enjoy so much.

Duties and demands are modest and are compatible with those of work and family. Service is unpaid, except for 
the quiet gratitude of your friends, neighbors and government officials. Each council position carries a term of 
two years and Officers and Directors Liability Insurance is provided at the council's expense. Please consider 
applying; the rewards of service are well worth the effort.

Leona Valley residents willing to serve their community in this important capacity are encouraged to complete the 
form below. To be eligible, a candidate must be at least 18 years of age, a Leona Valley resident for at least two years 
and a registered voter, both within the Leona Valley CSD boundaries. In order to be included in our local 
newsletters, submit the form no later than September 20, 2026.  A "Meet the Candidates" program will be added to 
the Leona Valley Town Council meeting on Monday, October 12, 2026. The deadline for inclusion on the ballot is 
October 12, 2026.

For further information, please contact Town Council Treasurer Peggy Fuller at pfuller@leonavalleytc.org. 
Additional information and a copy of this form are available on our website at:  http://www.leonavalleytc.org.

Statement of Candidacy for Councilperson on the Leona Valley Town Council
Please submit to: Leona Valley Town Council Election Committee

P.O. Box 795
Leona Valley, CA 93551

Name:________________________________________Email:__________________________  
Address:_____________________________________________How long:________________
Phone numbers: 
________________________________________________________________ 
I am a registered voter within the Leona Valley CSD boundaries. (yes or no):_______________  

YES, I AM WILLING TO SERVE MY COMMUNITY AS A TOWN COUNCIL MEMBER. 
Please enter my name as a candidate in the November, 2026 election for Leona Valley Town 
Council.

Signature:  Dated:

Candidate Biography:
Please submit a photo of yourself (in digital format) and provide a brief personal biography, 
stating why you would like to serve and how you will contribute to the Leona Valley Town 
Council and the community. We will submit your information to the local newsletter and post it 
on the Town Council web site.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
October 1 - Thursday - LVIA Board meeting, 7:30 pm
October 5 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm, Reader residence
October 10 - Saturday - LVAG Art Show Opening, 4 pm, Art Gallery
October 12 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
October 15 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
October 17 - Saturday - LVIA Oktoberfest
October 19 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
October 24 - Saturday - Gymkhana, 8 am
October 24 - Saturday - Firearms Safety class, 8 am
October 25 - Sunday - Polling place for Election, 12 to 6pm

November 2 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
November 9 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
November 14 - Saturday - LVAG Art Show Opening, 4 pm, Art Gallery
November 16 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
November 19 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
November 26 - Thursday - Happy Thanksgiving!

December 7 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
December 14 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
December 17 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
December 21 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
December 25 - Friday - Merry Christmas!

Dates are subject to change.  All events take place at the
 Leona Valley Community Building,

8367 Elizabeth Lake Road, unless otherwise noted.
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For Future Planning!

September 26 - Gymkhana

October 17 - LVIA Oktoberfest

October 24 - Gymkhana,
 Firearms Safety Class

October 25 - Election polling place
  12 to 6pm

Use this Zelle QR code to pay for 
your membership or any LVIA  
events.


