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The LVIA Community Newsletter—Cherry Chapters—is a monthly publication by the Leona
Valley Improvement Association for and about the people of Leona Valley. Contents are

covered under copyright laws. Material may be quoted with source cited; other use requires
the editor’s or LVIA Board’s approval. The newsletter is published at the first of each month.

DEADLINE: ALL ARTICLES, INFORMATION AND SPONSORS COPY MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE 24TH OF THE MONTH BEFORE THE MONTH IN WHICH IT IS

TO BE USED. PLEASE INCLUDE CONTACT INFORMATION.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 70 YEARS
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Leona Valley Town Council website:
www.leonavalleytc.org
Email - lvtc@leonavalleytc.org

Remember that the Cherry 
Chapters is always available to be 
viewed online at our website: www.
myleonavalley.org.

The benefit is that you can see 
parts of it in color and can check for 
information even if you already 
threw away your hard copy!
Join us all on our social media!
The website for the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association is:
www.myleonavalley.org.
The Facebook page can be found at:  LVIA
Our Instagram account is:
LeonaValley.LVIA
4-H Racketteers website is:
https://sites.google.com/view/
leonavalley4h/home.
Facebook page is at: Leona 
Valley Racketteers. 

Leona ValleyLeona ValleyLeona Valley

661-547-0154

“Red Carpet Royalty”
PRESENTED BY:

LEONA VALLEY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

SUNDAY, MAY 3, 2026
AT 11:00 AM

LEONA VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER

8367  ELIZABETH  LAKE ROAD
LEONA VALLEY, CA 93551

Questions/Rsvp to Angie

TICKETS: PRESALE $10.00 * AT THE DOOR $12.00

queens’queens’queens’
pageantpageant  pageant 
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At Your Service…
Editor .........................................Peggy Fuller 270-0771

LVIA BOARD MEMBERS
President.  ………………………Sal Rodriguez  818-447-138
1st Vice President….………………………..Vacant
2nd Vice President………………………………………….Vacant
Treasurer …………………………Peggy Fuller 270-0771
Recording Secretary.  ........Sarah Bonham 310-614-7208
Corresponding Secretary ..................................................Vacantt
Newsletter Editor ........................Peggy Fuller 270-0771
COMMITTEES AND CHAIRS
Membership…………………. Peggy Fuller 270-0771
Community Queens Director:  Angie Hughes 547-0154
Gymkhana Queens Director:
Ciara McGalliard, 233-7776
Building & Rental Schedules ,  Marquee & 
Sign… … … … … … . … … . . Leeann Murray 270-9205

Miss Leona Valley … … . … … … . H a r l e y  K o o n s
Gymkhanas/Arena……………………..Stacy Carames
Cherry Parade………………….Peggy Fuller  270-0771

LVIA MEETINGS
Leona Valley Improvement Association 
meetings are held in the Community 
Building at 8367 Elizabeth Lake Road.

General Meetings are on the third 
Thursday of each month starting at 7:30 
p.m. The public is welcome and invited 
to participate.

CHERRY CHAPTERS
SPONSORSHIP RATES

Business Card $25 per month
$200 per year (12 issues)

1/4 Page $40 per month
$320 per year*

1/2 Page $60 per month
$480 per year*

Full Page $100 per month
$800 per year*

Inserted Flyers $110 per flyer/per issue
(* 12 Issues)

Call Peggy Fuller at 805-382-9914 for details
Our sponsors help underwrite the costs in-

volved in producing this newsletter. All sponsorship
spaces must be prepaid by the 1st of each month.
Checks should be made payable to the Leona
Valley Improvement Association (LVIA).

The information you wish to include as a
Cherry Chapters sponsor should be mailed to
the Leona Valley Newsletter, P.O. Box 783,
Leona Valley, CA 93551 or left in the Leona
Valley Improvement Association (LVIA) box in
Rancher's Market, located at the intersection of
Elizabeth Lake Road and 90th Street West.

Our annual LVIA Membership Breakfast brought back our popular waffle 
bar which was enjoyed by a good number of local residents supporting LVIA by 
renewing their membership. If you haven’t joined yet, just use the form on Page 6 
to help us keep the doors open for all our local groups and events.

The LVIA Community Spring Garage Sale was very popular even though 
the weather was not cooperative.  We gave out over 100 maps and sellers made 
some great sales.  And if you missed out, you can support the Women’s Club 
Annual Yard Sale in Lake Hughes scheduled for May 2.

The Garage Sale was followed the next day with our free Chipper Day at the 
Community Building.  Plenty of residents cleaned up their yards that day.

Be sure to support our LV Community Queens by showing up to their 
Pageant on Sunday, May 3, at 11am at the Community Building.  We wish the 
girls the best of luck and know they will have a great year!

And now we are busy getting ready for our 53rd Annual Cherry Parade on 
Saturday, June 6.  You can enter our Design Contest to create the logo for our 
event.  Wouldn’t it be great to see your design on t-shirts being worn by everyone 
in town?  Plus you can win a $50 prize awarded by the Lakes and Valley Art 
Guild!  See the flyer on Page for details.  Deadline is May 3.

We hope to see lots of entries this year.  We had such a great variety last year  
and hope to continue with more.  It’s still the same low price of $25, so create a 
float or ride your horse or other animal or vehicle.  All the information you need 
will be found on the red inserts in this newsletter.  See the Entry Form on Red 
Pages 1 and 2. Or use our online registration at https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/lvia-53rd-annual-cherry-parade.

If you have something to sell, get a vendor space for only $30, which includes 
lunch.  See Vendor Application Form on Red Page 4 or use the online registration 
at https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/lvia-53rd-annual-cherry-festival.

And be sure to nominate our most outstanding citizen to head the Parade as 
Grand Marshal of Leona Valley!  The Nomination Form is on Red Page 3.

As always, the success of our Parade and Festival depends on the involvement 
of most of our town.  From the participants to the volunteers to the spectators, we 
all celebrate our community spirit.  So it is only fitting that the theme this year is 
Stars & Stripes & Cherry Delights, as we celebrate all that is good about living in 
a country that has been around for 250 years!

Leona Valley Community Queen’s Pageant
Join us on Sunday, May 3, at 11am for the Leona Valley Community 

Queen’s Pageant, held at our Community Building. This year’s theme is 
“Red Carpet Royalty”.

Our 2026 contestants are:
Little Miss Leona Valley: Mila Gregorio
Young Miss Leona Valley: Layla Schmitz
Junior Miss Leona Valley: Ava Bonham
Teen Miss Leona Valley: Makynzie Weilbacher
Miss Leona Valley: Emma Rogers

West  Antelope Valley Historical Society
The next meeting of WAVHS will be on Monday, May 4, at 5pm at the 
Community Building.  Our guest speaker will be Gary Van Dam, who will 
relate the background and history of his family and their farming activities in 
the Antelope Valley.  Join us - it should be interesting!

From the LVIA Board…
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Waste Management Guidelines
The rules for  bulky item pick-up can be confusing, so here they are, straight from WM:  If you have bin service 
(those are the small ones), there is no fee for picking up large items.  But you must call at least 48 hours before 
your regular service day to let them know you want to schedule a bulky item pick-up.  Pretty easy!  If you have  
a dumpster service (the large ones), you get 5 free bulky item pick-ups each year, with up to 5 items each time.  
If you have specific questions, you can call Kwincy Little at Waste Management at 661-902-1993.

Kindness is the most tender and powerful way of
leaving a memory inside people’s hearts.

-Dodinsky

To: _______________________________________

From:______________________________________

Good for one Act of Kindness
______________________________

(Please pick something from your heart to pass on)

Hello neighbors!   

I am publishing these coupons of kindness 
each month for you to share with family, friends, 
and neighbors around town.  I would love to see 
you share a photo of your experience.

Post your kindness nomination on the Leona Valley 
Improvement Association Face-book page or send what 
you did to my email at kathy.owen919@gmail.com or 
my phone 661-733-2295. The Board will pick a winner each 
month. I am sponsoring a $25 gift card to a local restaurant 
for the presenter! All ages are welcome!….. by Kathy Owen

 Welcome to the “Kindness Corner”

The Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes  
              Women’s Club

Ladies, New to Our Community?

Want to meet new friends? Not sure how
to get involved in your community?

Find out what we are all about!

The Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Woman’s Club
Welcomes You!

Every Monday 10 am - 2 pm
Join us for sewing, friendship and a potluck
1st Monday of each month at 1:30 pm

 Regular meeting

All at the Lakes Community Center
17520 Elizabeth Lake Road

Lake Hughes

Find us on:
Facebook.com/Hughes-ElizabethLksWomansClub

KINDNESS CORNER WINNER!!!

 We have a genuine act of kindness to share 
with our community this month.  Dave Shemanski 
went out of his way to help his neighbors by cleaning 
up trash that had been building up in their area.  
Someone had put a large couch out on the street, 
apparently hoping that Waste Management would 
pick it up, but they don’t do that unless you call and 
request it.
 Trash, including diapers, was being piled on 
top of the couch for several months and the ravens 
were helping distribute it all over 87th Street and area. 
Concerned neighbors didn’t know what to do.
 David gathered it all up and hauled it into the 
dump where it belonged.  And, of course, as his wife 
Virginia said, “no good deed goes unpunished” so he 
got a flat tire along the way!
 Way to go Dave!  That’s the spirit we like to 
see in our community.  So he received a gift certificate 
from Jack’s Place, courtesy of David Clayton, owner, 
and Kathy Owen’s Kindness Corner coupon.



PAGE 4 LVIA COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER • CHERRY CHAPTERS MAY 2026

SUPPORT LVIA WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP

The Leona Valley Improvement Association (LVIA) was formed in 1949 for the promotion and betterment 
of Leona Valley residents.  It is incorporated in the State of California as a non-profit organization. It has 
overseen many community activities and been a voice for the community for over 70 years. LVIA owns and 
maintains the four-acre community center at 8367 Elizabeth Lake Road.  This includes the Community Building 
and the Lee Rackett Horse Arena. LVIA publishes the Cherry Chapters monthly newsletter for and about the 
people in Leona Valley. It is mailed to each household (600 in Leona Valley) and is paid for from funds raised 
by LVIA and sponsors of the newsletter. LVIA depends solely on membership dues, fundraisers and 
VOLUNTEERS for its support and operations.

The Building is used on a regular basis by many local groups for meetings, classes and events. These include 
Leona Valley Racketteers 4-H Club, Back Country Horsemen, Leona Valley Town Council, West Antelope 
Valley Historical Society, and others. It is in this Building and on the surrounding grounds that the Community 
Queens and Gymkhana Queens are chosen, that community governmental concerns are addressed, weddings, 
birthdays and memorials are held and the community enjoys social get-togethers and other events.  Thousands 
of residents have devoted their time and energy to LVIA over many decades and, despite a few bumps along the 
way, kept our organization strong.

Members receive discounts on most LVIA fundraising events throughout the year.  LVIA provides free 
recycling services to all residents with multiple Waste Management bins located on the Community Building 
property.  LVIA sponsors monthly Gymkhanas for the benefit of young and old alike who enjoy competing on 
their horses.  LVIA also sponsors both the Community and Gymkhana Queens programs.  Join today!
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BBMS 5th Annual Poppies are Blooming BBQ
Thank you to everyone who made our 5th Annual Poppies are Blooming car show fundraiser a success! We are grateful to all our 
donors, and the Lakes and Valleys Art Guild for hosting our event, Don Chato for sharing their lot with our car show entries, 
Shadow Brew Coffeehouse and Noelle Pecararo for all your help and support, The Dog House and Jack’s for sharing their space 
with us, and Hoopers Rear Ends for allowing us to use their lot for parking, We appreciate all of our volunteers, including Mike 
Peters, Maggie Riley, Lisa Lurlbut, Debbie Morris, Amanda Williams, April Rock, Joe Terry, Dean Poduska, Cathy Chapman,  and 
Linda Newman.  Special thanks to our entertainment Davd Priest and Winging It, and Annie Mcknight our emcee.  Use this link 
to view pictures of our event:  https://jadensphotographyplace.picflow.com/ojygeZDTihKx6Daw.

If you would like to be part of our event next year as a donor, vendor or volunteer, email us at bbmshappychildren@gmail.com or 
if you are in need of support, go to our website bbmshappychildren.com/contactus. Our next fundraiser is with Raising Canes in 
Palmdale, August 14, 2026. When you order, mention BBMS Happy Children, and they will donate 15% to our non-profit!
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4-H Racketteers - Big Winners At the Fair!
 It was a beautiful weekend at the Poppy Festival at the Antelope Valley Fairgrounds! The Leona Valley Racketeers 

showed up to the AV Jr. Livestock Show to win it! Our 4-H members joined other 4-H clubs, Grange, FFA and other 
independent kids to show off their hard work in the livestock they raised, washed, fed and trained. Parents, family 
members, and others in our community showed up to support and cheer us on! The Leona Valley Racketteers did very 
well, winning second place for our educational board in the barn, and first place for 4-H cheering! Our club results:
Levi Green - 4-H Reserve Champion Beef
Ava Bonham - 1st Jr. Dairy Goat Showmanship
Levi Green - 1st Sr. Dairy Goat Showmanship 
Emma Rogers- Lamb Classic 
Greyson Lamouruex - Jr. Swine Champion Showmanship
Aubree Weilbacher - 3rd Jr. Swine Showmanship 
Ava Bonham- 4th Jr. Swine Showmanship
Avery Mullen - 5th Jr. Swine Showmanship 
Alina Rodriguez - Novice Champion Swine Showmanship
Adan Rodriguez - Novice 2nd Swine Showmanship
Aubree Weilbacher - Swine Light Weight Champion 
Noah Weilbacher - Swine Medium Weight Champion
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LAZY T RANCH
“Horse Boarding at its Best”

Tremblay Family Owners Operators

Beautiful Mountain Trails
Birthday Parties

Weddings & Events
4218 Elizabeth Lake Rd.
Leona Valley, CA 93551

Joe Mrs. T. Jay
Deceased Deceased 435-9837

(Not yet)

RACKETTEERS AT WORK!

NONPROFITS DAY
May 21st has been declared California 

Nonprofits Day by the State Legislature.  This 
is the 10th anniversary of the day that 
recognizes the importance of nonprofits to the 
economy and well-being of the state.

Let’s honor our local nonprofits, which 
include Racketteers 4-H Club, Leona Valley 
Improvement Association, Lakes and Valleys 
Art Guild, West Antelope Valley Historical 
Society, Lakes Women’s Club, and BBMS.  
All these organizations do important work for 
our residents and are deserving of our 
gratitude.  Thanks for all your hard work and 
dedication!
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Lakes & Valleys Ar� Guild

Our current art show‘s theme is “May the Fourth” and features art aligned with Star Wars and other space 
adventures.  Our featured artist is Magnolia Bushnell who created some Star Wars themed art also.  The Show 
opening will be on May 2, from 4 to 7pm.  Come and enjoy food, drinks, and live music.  You can meet the artists 
and vote for your People’s Choice award.  We also have raffles for great prizes.

There will be another Acrylic Paint Pour class on Sunday, May 17, from 11am to 1pm.  Tami will be teaching 
how to create abstract designs.  The cost is $45 and includes all instruction and materials.  Everyone has fun!

We have a yearlong series of Kid’s Craft days.  Crafts are geared toward upcoming holidays.  We have also 
added a Creator’s Workshop for artists and crafters who want to share their work time with other like-minded 
people, on the first and third Fridays of each month, from 2 to 4pm.

Our next Art Show will have the fun theme of “Planes, Trains, and Automobiles”.  The artists are 
sure to be very creative for this one!  Drop off date for the art is May 16 from noon to 4pm and the Show 
opening will be on May 30.

Check our website at www.lakesandvalleysartgallery.org for all of our upcoming classes and events. 
And be sure to follow us on Facebook.

Abstract Acrylic$45.00 
PER 

PERSON

17

Lakes and Valleys Art Guild 
8854 Elizabeth Lake Road 

Leona Valley, CA 
661-622-5051 Sign up in person or call to reserve a

seat!

 PAINT PARTY 

KIDS 12 &
UNDER

50% OFF

TAMIROSE ART
PRESENTS

See you there!

MAY 2026

SUNDAY 11:00 AM
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Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Women’s Club
    A Busy Agenda for Spring… 

 We will begin our busy agenda with our Annual Yard Sale on May 2nd. We hope many 
of you will attend. Our busy club is excited to announce our bi-annual Installation of New 
Members and New Officers. This will take place at a member’s home in Leona Valley on 
May 4th. We are welcoming 3 new members and a new treasurer. The other officers are 
repeating for another 2 years. After the installation we will be enjoying some wonderful 
desserts and a great time just visiting.

The California Federation of Women’s Clubs is holding its Annual Convention in Ontario on May 14-16, 2026. 
The theme for the convention is “Ignite the Magic of Federation”. All the districts throughout the state were 
asked to contribute something to the event and our district, through our club, will be making turtle pillows with 
magic fabric, that will be dressed up as magicians to serve as table centerpieces for the Friday Banquet. All the 
centerpieces for the entire program must be donated to charity afterwards and ours will be going to the Painted 
Turtle Camp.  There was a picture of it in last month’s article. Many of our members will be attending.  State 
Awards will be given out, and our little club has been fortunate in past years to win many of these awards. We 
shall see how we do this year.

Our district gives out Scholarships to students heading to college or to trade schools from donations given by the 
clubs at our March meeting. This year there were 4 eligible students and among them was one that our club 
sponsored. They were all chosen to receive $1,000.00 each. Our club was one that donated to the pot. We are 
very proud to be able to help a student here in our community.

And of course we will be entering the Cherry Festival Parade in June.  Look for us and give us a wave!

In addition, stop by on a Monday and see all the projects that we are involved in.  Perhaps there is something that 
will interest you.

Information on our club is available on our Facebook page at Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes Woman’s Club or call our 
President Judy Miller at 661-609-4822.

**************************************************************************************************
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
May 2 - Saturday - LVAG Art Show Opening, 4pm, Art Gallery
May 3 - Sunday - LVIA Community Queen Pageant
May 4 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
May 11 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
May 18 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
May 21 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
May 30 - Saturday - Election
May 30 - Saturday - LVAG Art Show Opening, 4pm, Art Gallery

June 1 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
June 6 - Saturday - LVIA Cherry Parade
June 8 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
June 15 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
June 18 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
June 27 - Saturday - Gymkhana, 8am

July 6 - Monday - WAVHS meeting, 5 pm
July 11 - Saturday - LVAG Art Show Opening, 4pm, Art Gallery
July 13 - Monday - LV Town Council meeting, 7 pm
July 16 - Thursday - LVIA General meeting, 7:30 pm
July 20 - Monday - 4-H General meeting, 6:30 pm
July 25 - Saturday - Gymkhana, 8am

Dates are subject to change.  All events take place at the Leona Valley Community 
Building,

8367 Elizabeth Lake Road, unless otherwise noted.
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Cherry Chapters

For Future Planning!

May 3 - Community Queen Pageant

May 3 - Design Contest deadline

May 15 - Grand Marshal deadline

June 6 - Cherry Parade!

Use this Zelle QR code to pay for 
your membership or any LVIA  
events.


