
2023 Annuol Drinking woter Quolity Report

Kensington Fire District
Kensinglon, CT

PWSID# CT00700ll

We ore pleosed to p-esent to you our Annuql Drinking Woter Quolily Report, olso known os the

Consumer Confidenr:e Report. This report, o requirement of the 
,l996 

omendments to the Sqfe

Drinking Woter Act, 's designed to inform you obout the quolity of the woter ond services we

deliver to you every doy. our constont gool is to provide you with o sofe ond dependoble

supply of drinking woter. We wont you to understqnd the efforts we moke to continuolly

improve the woter treotment process ond protect our woter resources. We ore committed to

ensuring the quolity of your woter.

Woler Source

our woier source cc,nsists of o consecutive supply from the New Britoin Woter Deportment in

New Britoin, CT. out,loily woter purchoses overoge oround 73O,OOO gollons, with qn estimoted

yeorly withdrowol of 266,450,000 gollons. We mointoin opproximotely 44 miles of woter moins

ond our system seryes on estimoted 9,.l80 residents ond mointoins 3,300 service connections.

Our certified lob is N:rtheost Loborotories, lnc.

Since we purchose our woter from the New Britoin Woter Deportment, we ore not required to

treot our woter. ln -he future, we plon to reploce 480 feet of 1 Vz" copper woter moin wifh

ductile iron pipe ond reploce o looping system with 500 feet of ductile iron pipe woter moin.

WehovemeetingserverysecondondfourthMondoyof eochmonthof 4pm o1947 Formington

Ave. (reor), Kensington, CT 06037. lf you hove ony questions obout this report or concerning

your woteisystem, pleose contoct Doniel McKeon, Superintendent, of moiling oddress PO Box

2, Kensingfon, CT 00037 or telephone (860)828-9781. We wqnt our volued customers to be

informed obout iheir woter system'

Source Wqter Proteclion

Source woter is untreqted woter from streoms, rivers, lokes, or underground oquifers thqt is used

to supply public drinking woier. Preventing drinking woter contominotion of the source mokes

good public heolth sense, good economic sense, ond good environmentolsense. You con be

owore of the chollenges of keeping drinking woter sofe ond toke on octive role in protecting

drinking woter. There ore mony woys thot you con get involved in drinking woter protection

octivities to preveni the contominotion of the groundwoter source. Dispose properly of

household chemiccls, help cleon up ihe wotershed thot is the source of your community's

woter, ottend public meetings to ensure thot the community's need for sofe drinking woter is

considered in mokirrg decisions obout lond use. Contoct our office for more informotion on

source woter protection, or contoct the Environmentol Proteciion Agency (EPA) of I (800)426-

4791. you mcy olso find informotion on the EPA's website ot

h tt p s : / /www. epo . o c v /so u rc ewo te rpro te c ii o n



A source woter ossessment repori wos completed by the Connecticut Deportment of Public

Heolth Drinking Woter Section. The completed ossessment report is ovoiloble for occess on the

DpH's website: https://portol.ct.oovrDPH/Drinkino-Woter/DWSrSourge-Woter-Assessment-
progrom-SWAP-Reports. The ossessment found thot our public drinking woter source hos o high

susceptibility to pobntiol sources of contominotion. Additionol source woter ossessment

informotion con be fcund of the EPA's website: https://www.epo.qov/sourcewoterprotection.

Wqler Quoliiy

Kensington Fire Districi routinely monitors for contominonts in your drinking woter occording to

Federol ond Stote lows. The following toble shows ony detection resulting from our monitoring

for the period Jonuory I s to December 3,|,t, 2023. lt is impqrtqnt to remember thot the presence

of these contominorrts does not necessorily pose o heolth risk.

The sources of drinking woter include rivers, lokes, ponds, qnd wells. As woter trovels over the

surfoce of the lonc or through the ground, it dissolves noturolly occurring minerols ond

rodiooctive moteriol ond con pick up byproducts from humon or onimol octivity. All sources of

drinking woter ore subject to potentiol contominotion by either monmode or noturol

substonces. Contorrinonts thot moy be present in source woter include:

Microbiot confominonls, such os viruses ond bocterio, con come from wostewoter treotment plonts,

sepiic systems, ogricul-urol operotions, ond wildlife.

lnorgonic contaminorfs, such os solts ond metols, con be noturolly occurring or o result of urbon

stormwoter runoff, incustriol or domestic wostewoter dischorges, oil ond gos production, mining, or

forming. pesiicides ond herbicides moy come frorn o vorieiy of sources such os ogriculture, runoff, ond

residentiol uses.

Orgonic chemicol corlaminonfs, including synthe'iic ond volotile orgonic chemicols, ore byproducis of

industriolprocesses onC petroleum production, ond con olso come from gos stotions, urbon stormwoter

runoff, ond septic sYstems.

Rodioocfive confominonfs con be either noturolly occuning or be the result of oil ond gos productlon

ond mining octivities.

ln orderto ensure thot tqp woteris sofe to drink, the U.S. EnvironmentolProtection Agency (EPA)

prescribes regulotiors which limit the omount of certoin contominonts in o public woter

system's woter suppry. U.S. Food ond Drug Administrotion (FDA) regulotions estqblishes limits for

contominonts in botiled woterwhich must provide the some protection for public heolth.

The toble below lists oll of the drinking wqter contominqnts thqi were detected through our

monitoring ond tesiing, qs reported by Northeost Loborqtories, lnc.. As o reminder, the

presence of contorr,inonts in the woter does not directly indicote o heolth risk.



TEST RESULTS
Unless otherwise noted, testing was done in 2023

Contaminant
Violation

Y/N

Level

Detected
Unit Measurement MCLG MCL Likely Source of Contamination

Microbiologica I Conta minants
fotal Coliform

Sacteria
N Absent per 100 mL Absent 1 Positive Naturally present in the environment

furbidity N 1.1 NTU N/A 5 Soil runoff

I norga nic Conta minants

Copper* N o.024 ppm ta AL = 1.3 Corrosion of household plumbing systems

,ead* N 0.004 ppm 0 AL = 0.015 Corrosion of household plumbing systems

* 
= Reported results are the 90th percentile. ofthe 20 luad r.rnpl"r.oll""t"d in June 2023, the highest sample detected was o.oo8ppm. ofthe 20 copper samples

:ollected, the hlghest sample detected vas 0.079. Therefore, our resulting goth percentile, which is used for compliance purposes produced results well within state

rnd Federal Standards.

Disinfection ByProducts

Chlorine N 2.L rr,EIL MRDLG = 4 MRDL = 4 Water additive used to control microbes

lnitial Distribution System Evaluation (ISDE) Dat111

Contaminant

Level

Eetected
Unit Measurement Likely Source of Contamination

HAA5

[Total Haloacetic Acids]

Farmington Ave

RrA:0.011 mclL Byproduct of drinking water chlorination

fiHM
[Total Trihalomethanes]

Farmington Ave

RAA:0.061 me/L Byproduct of drinking water chlorination

HM5

[Total Haloacetic Acids]

Ellwood Rd

RAAr 0.017 MBlL Byproduct of drinking water chlorination

TTHM

[Total Trihalometha nes]

Ellwood Ave

RAAr 0.055 mc/L Byproduct of drinking water chlorination

.s r"qffi system Evaluation (|DSE). The

DSE is used to determine the levels of.lisenfection byproducts (TTHM & HAA) in the distribution system for future regulations. Disinfection byproducts are the result

tf the disinfection ofyour drinking waEr. They form when the disinfectants combine with naturally occurring organic matter in the water. The IDSE data was Dqt used

lor compliance purposes by the cr DeFrtment of public Health - Drinking water section and test results were not required to meet the MCL of 60 ppb for HAA and

Note: The stote ollows for sorre us to moniior for some coniominonts tess thon once per yeor becouse the concentroiions of the

contominonts do not chonge frequenily. Noi oll contominonts ore tested for every yeor due to monitoring woivers ond therefore

we must use the most recenl r:und of sompling. Some of out doto is more thon one yeor old, however, it is limited to no older thon

five yeors,



Unifs:

ports per miilion (ppm) or Mifiigrams per lifer (mglL) - one pori per million corresponds to one minute in two yeors or

o single penny in $10,000.
porls per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter $g/L) - one port per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 yeors

or o single penny in $10 million.
picocuries per tit:er (pci/L;- picocuries per liier is o meosure of the rodiooctiviiy of ihe rodiooctivity in woter.

Microgroms per liter fuglQ - meosure of rodiooctivity in woter.
Mittirems per yeor (miemryear) - o meosure of rodiotion obsorbed by the woter'
N.pi.,"tor" tricruiOiaity tinit (Nrq - nephelometric iurbidiiy unii is the meqsure of woter. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU

is just noticeoble to the overoge person.

Definilions:

Aciion tevel (A,L) - the concenirotion of o contominont which, if exceeded. triggers treotment or other requirements

which o woter sYsiem must follow.
Treatment lechnique (I) - A treotment technique is o required process intended to reduce the level of o
contominont in drinking woter'
MiltionFibers perlife r (iFl - million fibers per literis o meosure of the presence of osbestos fibers thot ore longerthon

l0 micrometers.
Moximum Contominant lavel (McL) -The MCL is the highest level of o coniominont ihot is ollowed in drinking woter.

MCLs ore set os close io the MCtCs os feosible using the best ovoiloble treotment technology.

Moximvm Contominonl [=vel Gool (MCLG) - rne UCto is the level of o contominont in drinking woter below which

there is no known or expected risk to heolth' MCLGs ollow for o morgin of sofety.

Drinking Woter Equivolen. /evel (DWEL) - A lifetime exposure concenirotion proiective of odverse, non-concer heolth

effeciiihot ossumes oll ihe exposure to o contqminont is from o drinking woter source '

Moximum Residuo/ Disinfecionl levet (MRDL) - The highest level of o disinfectont ollowed in drinking woter. There is

convincing evidence thct oddiiion of o disinfectont is necessory for control of microbiol contominonts.

Moxrmum-Reslduol Disinfecionl Level Gool (MRDLG) - The level of o drinking woter disinfectont below which there is

no knom'l or expected'isk to heolth. unoLCs do not reflect the benefiis of the use of disinfectonts to control

microbiol contominonts.
Running AnnuolAveroge (RAA) - The overoge of oll monthly or quorlerly somples for the lost yeor of oll somple

locoiions.
Non-Defecf (ND) - The contominont wos not detected.
Not App/icoble, Noi Estorlished (N/A)
Not Somp/ed (N/S) - Ihis c ontaminont wos nof som pled f or'

Source Woler Proleclion

Leod - Moior Sources in Drinkino Woter: Corrosion of household plumbing sysiems; erosion of noturol deposits'

Heotth rffects Stqtemer,ilnfonis ond children who drink woter contoining leod in excess of the oction level could

"*p"ri"n." 
deloys in tfrei physicol or mentol developmeni. Children could show slight deficits in otiention spon ond

leorning obilities. Adulis who drink this woter over mony yeors could develop kidney problems or high blood pressure'

Coopei - Mojor Sources in Drinkino Woier: Corrosion of "household plumbing systems; erosion of noturol deposits;

leoching from wood Pre:ervoiives.
Heolth Effects Stotemen-: Copper is on essentiol nutrient, but some people who drink woter contoining copper in

"rcess 
of the oction lev=l over o relotively short omount of iime could experience gostrointestinol distress. Some

people who drink woter:ontoining copper in excess of ihe oction level over mony yeors could suffer liver or kidney

domoge. People with W:lson's Diseose should consult their personol doctor.

Arsenic.. rhe U.S. EpA ocopted lhe new MCL siondo rd of t0 ppb in october 2001 . water sysfems must meet ihis

stondord by Jonuory 20C6.

Fluoride: Fluoride /eyels musi be mointoined belween t-2ppm, for fhose woler syslem s thot fluoridofe the woter.

lcoop"r, Actionleuels ore meosured of lhe consumer's fop. 90% of the tesfs must be eguo/fo or below oction

,eve[ fherefore, fhe lisfed resulis oboye hove been cqlculofed ond ore lisfed os the 90th percentile.

Totat cotiform Baclerio:.leporfed os the highesf monthty number of posifive somp/es, for woter systems thot toke

<40 somples pe, month.Co/iforms ore bocferio which ore noturally presenl in fhe environmeni ond are used os on

indicator that olher, potentiotty hormfulbocterio moy be present. Our lests hove ol/ been negotive.



fiHM ,, e: Tolal Triholornelhones fffHM)ond Ho/ooceiic Acids (HAAS) are formed os o byprod uct of drinking

*otir chlorinotion lhis chemic ol reoction occurs when chlorine combines with naturallY occuning organic motter

in water.
Turbidiu:Turbidity hos no ieo/th effects. However, turbidity con inlerfere wifh disinfection ond provide o medium for

.icroOiot growth. Turbidty moy indicate the presence of diseose-cousing orgonisms. Ihese orgonisms include

bocteria, viruses, ond parasites fhol con couse symptoms such os nouseo, crornps, diarrheo, ond ossocioled

heodoches.

As you cqn see from the tqble obove, our system hqd no woter quolity violqtions. There were

no troces of coliform bqcterio ond the levels of the other detected contominonis were well

below the ollowoblecontominont thresholds. We ore proud thot your drinking woter meets oll

Federol ond Stote requirements. The EPA hos determined thot your woter is sofe of ihese

levels.

All drinking woter, including bottled woter, moy reosonobly be expected to contqin of leost

smoll omounts of sone contoinments. The presence of contominonts does not necessorily

indicote thot the woter poses o heolth risk. More informotion qbout contominonts ond
potentiol heolth effects con be obtoined by colling the EPA's Sofe Drinking Woter Hotline ot

r (800)426-47e1.

For most people, the heolth benefits of drinking plenty of wqter outweigh ony possible heolth

risks from these contominonts. However, some people moy be more vulneroble to

contominonts in drin<ing woter thon the generol populotion. lmmune-compromised persons

con be porticulorly of risk from infections. These people should seek professionol odvice

obout drinking wote- from o heolthcore provider. EPA/CDC guidelines on oppropriote meqns

to lessen the risk of irfection by cryptosporidium ond other microbiologicol contominonts ore

ovoiloble from the Sofe Drinking Woter Hotline I (800)426-4791.

lf present, elevoted bvels of leod con couse serious heolih problems, especiolly for pregnont

women ond young children. Leod in drinking woter is primorily from moteriols ond

components ossociated with service lines ond in-home plumbing. We ore responsible for

providing high quolily drinking woter, but connot controlthe voriety of moteriols used in

plumbing components. When your woter hos been sitiing for severol hours, you con minimize

the potentiol for leod exposure by flushing your top for thirty (30) seconds to two (2) minutes

before using woter fc>r drinking or cooking. lf you ore concerned obout leod in your woter,

you moy wish to hove your woier tested. lnformotion on leod in drinking woter, iesiing

methods, ond steps y'ou con toke to minimize exposure is ovoiloble from the Sofe Drinking

Wqter Hotline or of l-ttp://www.epo.oov/sofewoter/leod.

Wqler Conservqtion [iPs

Woter conservotion -neosures ore on imporlont first step in protecting our woter supply. Such

meosures not only sove the supply of our source woter, but con olso sove you money by

reducing your woter bill. Woter is o limited resource so it is vitol thot we oll work together to

mointoin it ond use i- wisely. Here ore o few iips you cqn follow to help conserye. Additionol

informotion on wotar conservotion moy be obtoined by occessing ihe EPA's Woter Use

Efficiency Progrom ct http://epo.gov/owm/woter-efficiency/index
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Check for leoky toilets (put o drop of food coloring in the tonk, let it sit ond if the woter

in the bowl turns color wiihout flushing, you hove o leok). A leoking foucet or toilet con

slowly drip owuy thousonds of gollons of woter o yeqr.

Consider replocing your S-gollon per flush toilet with o more efficient, low woter 1.6

gollon per flush unit. This will permonently cut your woter consumption by 25%.

Run only full lcqds in dishwoshers ond woshing mochines. Rinse oll hond-woshed dishes

of once.
Turn off the fo-,rcet while brushing teeth or shoving.

Store o jug of lce wqter I the refrigerqtor for o cold drink.

Woter lown ond plonts in the eorly morning or evening hours to ovoid excess

evoporotion. )on't woter on o windy, roiny, or very hot doy.

Woier shrubs ond gordens using o slow trickle oround the roots. Slow sooking

encouroges ceep root growth, reduces leof burn or mildew, ond prevents woter loss.

Select lowwster demonding plonts thot provide yeor-round greenery.

Be sure thot your hose hos o shutoff nozzle. Hoses wiihout o nozzle con spout l0 gollons

of wqter more per minute.
When woshing your cor, wet it quickly, turn on the sproy, wosh it with soopy woter from

o bucket, rinse quicklY.

Be sure sprinkbrs woter only your lown ond not the povement.

Never use the hose to cleon debris off your drivewoy or sidewolk. Use o hord bristled

broom.
Rinse other items, such os bicycles or trosh, on the lown to give your gross on extro

drink.

a

a

Fulure Plqns

Kensington Fire District Plons to:
. Reptoce 480'of copper pipe with ductile iron pipe, ond reploce o looping syslem with

500' of ductila iron PiPe.

The Kensington Fire District opplied for ond obtoined o new, individuol DEEP Woter Diversion
permit whiCrr ollows lor qn increosed woter demond of up to I .5.l million gollons per doy (mgd).

This permit is in effect through 2042.

We of Kensington Fir= District work hord to provide iop quolity woter to every household. Woter

is o limited resource- so it is vitol thqt we qllwork together to mointoin it ond use it wisely. We

osk thot oll our custcmers help us protect ond preserye our drinking woter resources, which ore

the heort of our community, our woy of life, ond our children's future. We invite you oll to come
forth with ony questi:ns you moy hove regording your drinking woter. Let us move into the new
yeor with sofe drinking woter ot the top of our priorities.


