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203 East Lane Street ― Shelbyville, TN 37160

[image: image2.jpg]j

.

R





Parish Information
2017
“Sharing the power of Christ through Worship and Love”
Story
The Church of the Redeemer, is an Episcopal Church located one block off the Historic Shelbyville, TN square. The Redeemer community exists to share the power of the Lord Jesus Christ through worship in the Anglican Tradition and through the demonstration of His love in our daily lives or more succinctly “Sharing the Power of Christ through Worship and Love.”  Services are every Sunday with an Early Eucharist at 8 am, then Sunday School beginning at 8:44 am and the Holy Eucharist at 10 am.  A Eucharistic Healing Service is held every Wednesday at 12:12 pm with a light lunch following.
Prayer

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a priest for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
History

The Church of the Redeemer was started in Shelbyville in 1853 due to the vision of one woman, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Stephens Cooper, wife of the Honorable Edmund Cooper.  Mrs. Cooper was from Bolivar, TN and raised in the Episcopal faith, of which there was no organized Parish upon her arrival in Shelbyville after her marriage.  The small group of believers met in various places around town until the first church was constructed.  It is believed that most of the funds to construct the building were donated by Mr. Cooper on land donated by Mr. William Gosling and family on Belmont Avenue.  The original church building, a small brick structure in the style of English architecture, was consecrated by Bishop Quintard, on August 1, 1868.  
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It was Mrs. Cooper’s wish to have the church named “The Redeemer.”  Even though she died before the building was consecrated consonance of her wish was fulfilled and the church named “Memorial Church of the Redeemer”.  The first person confirmed within the walls of the new church was General Braxton Bragg, a principal commander of the Western Theatre of the American Civil War.  The Rev. J. B. Smith served as the first Rector.  The Chalice and Patten we use today are from this early church and are inscribed with the date of 1867.
In the early 1920’s the church was dissolved.  The property was sold, with the proceeds from its sale invested by the Diocese for future use should the Shelbyville church ever be revived.  Later a petition for reorganization bearing 23 signatures was submitted to the Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Gailor, then Bishop of Tennessee.  The church was reorganized as a Mission in 1935.  A building was secured just a few blocks from the Courthouse Square.
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER — Built in 1817, this historic
Church building is Shelbyville’s oldest structure. Before assuming its present role, it
has served as a Presbvterian Church. a Catholic Church. and a Methodist Church.




This building built in 1817 by the Presbyterians, was used by several denominations through the years.  The furniture, preserved from the original Redeemer, was moved into its new home.  The Gailor family, being especially interested in the new church, the last officially authorized by Bishop Gailor, gave the altar from his private chapel at Sewanee for use in the Redeemer.  On May 5, 1936, the Church of the Redeemer was consecrated by Bishop James M. Maxom.  The furniture and altar are still in use today.
[image: image5.jpg]OLD BAPTISMAL FONT — The font is a part of the original Episcopal Church
furnishings. Its chipped marble

blends well with the authentic Colonial atmosphere
of the ancient Church building.

THE BISHOP GAILOR ALTAR —

‘ivate chapel at the Universit; of the South, Sewanee, Tenn. After his death, it was
given as a memorial to the elbyville Church.

This carved altar was used in Bishop Gailor's





The church continued through the mid-twentieth century with various Vicars and at one point during the 1950’s, the church services were led by Seminarians from Sewanee.
Under the direction of its Vicar, Father Bob Bolton, the church became a self-supporting parish again in 1980.  Pictured here are some of the church members at that year’s annual convention.
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Recent Rectors:

Rev.  Bob Bolton (deceased)

The Very Rev. John Ross – St. John’s Cathedral,





Knoxville

Rev. John Thayer Talbott – (retired)
Rev. Battle Beasley – St. Mark’s, Antioch

Rev. Canon Cameron Hess (deceased)

Rev. Loren (Kieran) McClanahan (deceased)

Rev. Peter J. Whalen (retired)
Seminarians
The Redeemer feels it is called to assist the Church in the training of Seminarians.  We are located close enough to the University of South, Sewanee, to facilitate a three to six month training period at the church.  We have been blessed to have exceptional Seminarians. 
Here is a list of the most recent:
Rev. John Bender – St. Marks, Cocoa FL

Rev. Bill Barton – Interim St. Paul’s, Franklin

Rev. Watson Lamb -  Holy Spirit, New Orleans, LA

Rev. Candice Frazier – St. John’s, Montgomery AL

Rev. Mindy Davis – St. James, West Bend WI
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Community Outreach

“Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you tells him, “Go in peace; stay warm and well fed,” but does not provide for his physical needs, what good is that?”

James 2:15-16
· Good Samaritan Association – Redeemer supports this association with financial aid and volunteer workers.

· The mission of ComeUnity Ministries is to unite the body of Christ, to become the hands and feet of Jesus outside church walls in service to our community, to meet the needs of our neighbors, to show love to one another and to introduce a hurting world to Jesus.  The most visible of their projects is the weekly soup kitchen at the Methodist Church.  We support the soup kitchen financially.  Ardeth Obenauf is our liaison to this group.

· Women of Grace is called by God to be a refuge for women who have been in jail or are recovering from life-controlling addictions and want a changed life.  We support this group financially.  This ministry was started by Ron and Ardeth Obenauf.  The women attend some of our services.
· Thursday’s with Ron Obenauf is an open house to help those in the community who come by the church on that day.  Some of the items that are distributed are money, clothing, food, eyeglasses, bibles, hats, scarfs, gloves, blankets, and of course spiritual guidance.  All items are donated by the congregation.

· CROSS Shelter provides shelter for the homeless.  We support this group financially.  Ron Obenauf is the current president of this ministry.  They also attend some of our services.

· The Child Development Center (CDC) of the Community Development Center is a non-profit agency dedicated to providing early intervention services to children ages birth to three years old with developmental delay or disability.  This agency was formed with the assistance of the Redeemer in obtaining funds from the Dandridge Trust of the Diocese of Tennessee.
· AA Groups meet at the Redeemer on four different occasions through the week.

· The Church is always open.  We do not lock our Sanctuary doors.  The church is open for anyone to come in to meditate and pray.  It is also open so that someone who is cold may come in and get warm.

Everyone is invited to share in these ministries!

Daughters of the King

The Redeemer Chapter of the DOK was formed in 2009.  In addition to prayerful meditations, the women are involved in the Christmas Angel Tree, social gatherings, and assistance with “Thursdays with Ron.”

Rectory

The Redeemer owned a rectory up until 2016.  The prior priest did not use the home and we were renting it for additional income.  We have been paying a housing allowance to the priest equal to the rent income.  The home was starting to show considerable wear and repairs were needed.  The church itself was also in need of repair.  The decision was made to sell the rectory, as is, and use the money to repair the church.  Both of these items have been accomplished.  The property next to the church is for sale.  We have been trying to buy this property, which consists of two small homes and a large vacant lot, for many years.  Unfortunately, a willing seller and a willing buyer have not been able to come to terms on the exact value of the property.  This negotiation will continue.
Church Renovation
As mentioned above, the church was in need of repair.  The building is 200 years old so it does present some challenges in keeping things in order and looking nice.  Some of things that were accomplished were; refinishing the hardwood floors, painting interior and exterior, replacing rotting woodwork, and new carpet.  We are very pleased with the finished product.
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Christ Lutheran Church
The Redeemer has developed a relationship with Christ Lutheran Church here in Shelbyville.  They are a small congregation as we are, but together we are a bigger congregation.  We try to plan activities that include their congregation.  For example, we had the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at our place with the Lutherans assisting and then we went to their church for the Ash Wednesday Service with folks from the Redeemer participating.  We feel it is desirable to continue this relationship.
Retired Rector

Peter J. Whalen was the Rector/Priest-in-Charge of the Redeemer for over 10 years.  He retired from this ministry in January, 2016.  He and his wife Barbara, still live the Shelbyville community and are members of the Redeemer.  It can present a challenge for a new priest to come in after the service of a beloved Rector, which he was.  We feel it can also be a great asset to our church if the challenges are addressed and resolved in advance, especially if the new priest does not desire to live in Shelbyville.
Diocesan Support

The Redeemer was a Mission for many years and received support from the Diocese.  We feel it is important that we give back to the Diocese for the gifts they have given us.  The Redeemer pays the amount requested by the Diocese for its support.
We also contribute to the Diocese with our time and talents by serving on committees as appointed by the Bishop.   The members that have served are:

[image: image1.jpg]


Rick Francis

Garrett Gordon

Larry Morphis

Tamra Smith

Jamie Williams

Financial Information

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.”

Proverbs 3:9-10
The church is on sound financial footing.  Redeemer has no debt and has a substantial asset base for a church of our size.  
Recent income:

2016 - $102,806.30
2015 - $93,011.21

2014 - $110,286.36 (includes special gifts) 
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Location
203 East Lane Street ― Shelbyville, TN 37160
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The Church of the Redeemer is on Facebook!   
https://www.facebook.com/ChurchOfRedeemer/
Please like and share with your friends!       
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