
RC&D and the Power of 
Partnerships
A Celebration of Collaboration



Eastern Shore Resource Conservation & 
Development Council (ES RC&D)

• Operating Since 1972/Once Federally Funded

• Supported in Part by Accomack & Northampton Counties

• Main Grant Support: EPA, DEQ, USDA, VDACS 



Example of an RC&D Grant

Eastern Shore Watersheds Roundtable

• Supported by DEQ Annually (via EPA)

• Focus on Water Quality (Current $14K)

• A-N Planning District Commission 

• Chesapeake Bay Foundation

• Chincoteague Bay Field Station

• Citizens for a Better Eastern Shore

• DCR’s Natural Heritage Program

• Eastern Shore RC&D

• ES Soil & Water Conservation District

• VA Eastern ShoreKeeper

• Eastern Shore Health District, VA Dept. Health

• Natural Resources Conservation Services

• Resource Management Associates

• The Nature Conservancy

• VA Eastern Shore Land Trust 

• Virginia Tech Eastern Shore AREC

Member Organizations



Some Roundtable Activities

• Boys & Girls Club Field Trips

• Clean the Bay Day Support 

• Science on the Shore Presentations

• Native Tree Planting & Workshops

• Earth Day Celebration Exmore Park



Boys & Girls Club Field Trip to CBFS



Boys & Girls Club Field Trip to CBFS



Clean the Bay Day Support: Media and Signage



Science on the Shore Presentations



Science on the Shore Presentations

Doug Tallamy: Restoring Nature’s 
Relationships at Home



Science on the Shore Presentations

Shareen Hughes, Wetlands 
Watch: Resilient Landscapes



Another RC&D Grant

Specialty Crop Grant: Current $44K

• VDACS Semi Annually via USDA

• Focus on Sustainable Agriculture

• Future Harvest / Chesapeake Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture

• VSU Small Farmer Outreach

• Virginia Tech Eastern Shore and Hampton Roads AREC

• Eastern Shore Health District, VA Dept. Health

Partner Organizations



Specialty Crop Grant Activities

• Workshops for Small Farmers

• On-Farm Trainings

• Outreach on the Health Benefits of 
Consuming Fresh Fruits & Veggies

• Assessment of Consumer Access



Small Farmer Workshops/On-Farm Training





Outreach on Healthy Eating



Assessing Healthy Food Access



Potential for Permaculture

• GIS Mapping project in partnership with VDH ESHD 

Working with Northampton County economic development to facilitate land access for potential small 
farmers, VDH EDHD has developed a series of detailed maps which plot all parcels of 5-200 acres 
zoned permaculture suitable for small acreage farms and showing access to highway, adjacent building 
appraisal value, land map designation and ownership. 

Plan: To share with FHCASA future grads with small farmer certificates to know possibilities to acquire 
land and what will be needed to improve (structures, wells, etc.)…                                                              
then move on to similar work with Accomack County



Connecting Sustainable Farming and
Clean Water

• Global water scarcity and water pollution 
are expected to increase. 

• New and emerging technologies in 
sustainable farming can help solve the 
most pressing water challenges, improve 
water quality, usage, and access. 



Connecting Sustainable Farming and
Good Health

• Preventable diseases like hypertension and 
diabetes and obesity result from unhealthy 
food consumption. By changing this, we 
can improve public health.

• Broken Food System

https://youtu.be/3-FlwnSKppk
ES RCDC
Text Box
Note: Click on the above link for a short video on our Broken Food System or use this link:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-FlwnSKppk&feature=youtu.be



Connecting Sustainable Farming and
Healthy Communities



Connecting Sustainable Farming and
Healthy Communities



The Power of Partnerships

• Celebration of Collaborations

• We Are All Connected

• Accomplish More Together
Heathy

Community

Small 
Farms

Healthy 
Eating

Clean 
Water



RC&D…a Celebration of Collaboration 

Thank You for Listening
Accomack County
Sandra Hart-Mears
Barney Selph
Dave Vaughn
Kenneth J. Savage
Ex-officio: Grayson Chesser

Northampton County
Butch Nottingham
Joseph Mysko
Sally Richardson 
Stanley Plowden

Accomack/Northampton
Planning District Commission
Lynn Custis Thornton
Dr. Arthur Schwarzschild
E. Wayne Haycox

Eastern Shore Soil & Water
Conservation District
Ruth Boettcher
Edwin R. Long

Keith Privett
Daniel Chuquin

Executive Board
Chair: Edwin R. Long Vice Chair: 
Keith Privett
Secretary: Barney Selph, DDS 
Treasurer: Joe Mysko

Past Chair: P.G. Ross

Projects Director
Josephine Mooney

Thank You for Hosting This Awesome Coalition

Partners, Sponsors, Collaborators:

ES RCDC
Rectangle




